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WOMEN’S  HOME  MISSIONARY  SO 
CIETY. 


.  This  society  held  meetings  in  the  Am¬ 
phitheater  on  Friday,  July  28th.  Mrs. 
Lucy  Hayes  presided,  Mrs.  Dr.  Rust  and 
Mrs.  Davis,  of  Cincinnati,  assisted  in  the  j 
services. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Vincent  introduced  the 
■workers  as  follows  : 

The  mightiest  of  all  the  agencies  that 
are  at  work  in  this  world  to  lift  it  up  to 
God,  is  the  family,  and  the  heart 
within  a  heart  of  that  great  organization 
is  a  woman’s  heart.  Back  of  every  great 
movement  you  will  find  a  great  man,  and 
back  of  every  great  man  you  will  find  a 
mother.  The  germs  of  the  millenium 
are  wrapt  up  in  the  hearts  of  mothers, 
and  are  in  the  very  center  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  home.  (Applause.) 

In  harmony  with  this  doctrine  of  the 
Chautauqua  platform,  I  am  glad  to  wel¬ 
come  the  representation  here  of  the 
Women’s  Home  Missionary  Society  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  which 
aims,  in  its  own  earnest  and  wise  way,  to 
reform  and  bless  American  homes  every¬ 
where,  in  all  sections  of  our  land,  in  the 
East  and  in  the  West,  in  the  North  and 
in  the  South. 

The  Society  in  question  has  beensingu 
larly  wise  and  fortunate  in  securing,  as 
its  president,  one  who  has  become 
widely  known,  not  only  in  our  own  land, 
but  all  over  the  civilized  globe.  Mrs. 
Hayes,  the  wife  of  our  ex-President,  (ap¬ 
plause)  a  faithful  Christian,  a  good  moth¬ 
er,  and  the  representative  of  the  most  ad¬ 
vanced  ideas  in  connection  with  home 
life  and  woman’s  sphere,  having  been 
chosen  as  the  President  of  this  Society, 
has  been  invited  to  preside  on 
this  occasion,  on  the  .first  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  Society  on  the  Chautauqua 
platform.  I  guard  my  tongue  lest  I  say 
some  things  annoying  to  her,  and  must 
confess  that  1  think  all  the  more  of  her 
because  they  would  be  annoying,  and,  so 
you  can  imagine  what  I  dare  say,  under 
other  circumstances,  and  we  give,  as  we 
have  not  given  anybody  this  year  yet, 
and  as  we  can  give  out  of  our  innermost 
hearts,  the  Chautauqua  salute  to  the 
President  of  the  occasion,  Mrs.  Ruther¬ 
ford  B.  Hayes. 

The  Chautauqua  salute,  waving  of 
white  handkerchiefs,  with  applause, 
made  a  cordial  reception  to  Mrs.  Hayes. 
She  introduced  the  speakers  during  the 
day,  hut  did  not  make  an  address  herself. 


!  ^  "I*  fRO  ■  V 

Report. 

The  following  report  was  read  by  the 
Corresponding  Secretary,  Mrs.  R.  S. 
Rust,  of  Cincinnati: 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Women’s 
Home  Missionary  Society  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Episcopal  Church  will  be  held  in 
October,  when  a  full  report  of  its  aims 
and  work  will  be  presented.  But  it  is 
deemed  appropriate  on  this  occasion  to 
submit  a  few  statements  concerning  this 
new  enterprise  in  our  Church,  for  the  in¬ 
formation  of  any  who  may  not  be  familiar 
with  the  character  of  this  movement, 
and  for  encouragement  in  the  further  I 
prosecution  of  this  work.  j 

As  the  ladies  entrusted  with  the  j 
management  of  this  Society  have  met 
from  time  to  time,  their  faith  has  been 
strengthened  and  their  zeal  increased  by 
the  providences  of  God  opening  new 
fields  of  labor,  and  welcoming  them  to 
their  cultivation,  and  it  is  with  mingled 
•emotions  of  joy  and  grief  that  we  review 
our  brief  history — joy  that  we  have  been 
permitted  to  inaugurate  in  our  Church  a 
work  of  so  great  promise,  and  grief  that 
a  movement  so  imperatively  demanded 
has  been  delayed  so  long. 

OBJECT  AND  FIELD. 

The  Society,  late  m  1880,  wa3  called 
into  existence  to  meet  the  demand  for  a 
special  mission  work  in  behalf  of  women 
and  children  in  this  country.  Iis  field  is 
our  own  land  and  its  destitute  inhabi¬ 
tants— the  neglected  people  of  the  South, 
our  sex  suffering  untold  agonies  and 
degradation  in  Utah  and  other  Mormon 
territories,  the  wronged  Indians  and  the 
dangerous  population  of  our  western 
frontiers.  It  aims  to  establish  the  Chris¬ 
tian  home  wherever  ignorance,  immoral¬ 
ity  and  Mormonism  prevail. 

ESTABLISHMENT  OF  THE  WORK. 

The  enterprise  has  been  approved  by 
formal  action  in  forty-three  of  the  annual 
conferences  of  our  Church.  Ministers 
readily  appreciate  the  importance  of  lift¬ 
ing  up  the  neglected  women  of  the 
country,  for  they  know  that  if  they  are 
left  in  ignorance  and  degradation  future 
generations  will  feel  the  terrible  effects 
of  this  neglect,  and  the  brightest  hopes 
of  our  nation  will  be  blighted. 

The  chief  hindrances  to  the  rapid  in¬ 
auguration  of  this  movement  have  been 
the  hesitancy  felt  by  some  in  welcom¬ 
ing  a  new  society  in  the  Church,  the  in¬ 
difference  of  another  class,  and  the  pre¬ 
occupation  of  others  engaged  in  the 
Women’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society. 
Notwithstanding  these  embarrassments, 


conference  societies  have  been  formed  in 
eleven  conferences.  Six  of  these  associ¬ 
ations  are  effective,  while  five  are  not 
yet  in  efficient  operation,  though  auxil¬ 
iaries  have  been  formed  in  charges  in 
most  of  them. 

Conference  secretaries  have  been  ap¬ 
pointed  in  fourteen  others,  and  many  of 
these  ladies  have  entered  upon  their 
work  with  commendable  zeal,  while 
auxiliary  societies  have  been  formed  in 
individual  churches  in  various  parts  of 
ihe  country. 

NATURE  OF  THE  WORK. 

The  missionaries  employed  by  the  So- 
ciety  have  accomplished  a  good  work,  the 
influence  of  which  will  never  die,  and 
their  faithfulness  and  self-sacrifice  com¬ 
mend  them  to  the  respect  and  sympathy 
of  all.  Their  methods  are  varied  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  locality,  and  their  work 
consists  of  house-to-house  visitations, 
1  organizing  Sabbath-schools  and  temper¬ 
ance  societies,  co-operating  with  the 
pastor  in  Church  interests,  teaching 
school  where  that  is  the  most  effective 
aid,  and  conducting  industrial  schools 
where  women  and  girls  are  instructed  in 
the  various  duties  pertaining  to  house¬ 
hold  economy.  A  home  has  been  estab¬ 
lished  in  Savannah,  Ga.,  for  our  mission¬ 
aries.  It  is  exerting  a  very  beneficial  in¬ 
fluence,  and  it  is  proposed  at  the  earliest 
time  possible  to  provide  similar  homes 
for  our  missionaries  in  other  cities. 

MISSIONARIES  EMPLOYED  BY  THE  SO¬ 
CIETY. 

Miss  Josephine  Cowigll  has  been  two 
years,  and  Miss  Beeken,  Mrs.  Bentley 
and  Mrs.  Williams,  each  one  year  in 
New  Orleans;  Miss  James  one  year  in 
Chattanooga,  and  one  in  Atlanta;  Mrs. 
Bristol  one  and  one  half,  and  Miss  Kim¬ 
ball  and  Miss  Abbott,  each  one  year  in 
Atlanta;  Miss  Lampton  one  season  in 
Nashville;  Mrs.  Dunton  two  years  in 
Greenville  District,  S.  C.;  Mrs.  Lewis 
and  Mrs.  Bristol  since  December  in  Sa¬ 
vannah,  Ga.  In  Utah,  Miss  Bard  well 
one  year  at  Salt  Lake,  and  Miss  Smith 
and  Miss  Dailey  each  one  year  at  Ogden. 
Others  have  been  employed  in  destitute 
places  for  shorter  periods  of  time. 

BENEFICIARIES. 

One  great  field  of  usefulness  for  the 
Society  will  be  the  aiding  of  promising 
young  girls  to  remain  in  the  schools  long 
enough  to  fit  themselves  for  usefulness. 
Such  assistance  has  been  rendered  to 
I  students  in  Central  Tennessee  College. 

I  the  Ladies’  Seminary,  Augusta,  Ky., 
j  Clark  University,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  East 
Tennessee  Wesleyan  University,  Athens, 


Tenn.,  Claflin  University,  Oraugeburgh,  j 
S.  C.,  and  Cookman  Institute,  Jackson¬ 
ville,  Florida. 

NEEDS. 

The'  Society  needs  funds  to  enlarge  the 
work  wherever  it  has  been  commenced, 
and  to  open  it  in  many  new  and  equally 
needy  localities.  We  ought  to  put  twenty 
teachers  the  coming  year  in  the  Mormon 
Territories,  as  many  more  among  the 
Indians  and  the  people  of  New  Mexico, 
and  scores  would  not  meet  the  demand 
in  the  South.  The  West  Texas  Confer¬ 
ence  has  special  claims  upon  us,  because 
the  people  themselves  are  so  earnest  in 
their  desire  for  improvement  that  they 
have  raised  money  and  collected  materials  j 
for  the  aid  of  the  aged  and  the  needy  in 
their  midst.  This  Society  has  paid,  in 
addition  to  its  local  disbursements,  fifty 
dollars  into  the  general  treasury.  Similar 
organ izatic  ns  throughout  the  South 
might  easily  be  effected,  and  a  large 
amount  of  funds  collected  among  the 
people,  could  suitable  persons  be  found 
to  serve  as  missionaries  for  the  execution 
of  tbia  plan.  This  would  develop  self- 
reliance  among  the  people,  and  furnish 
stimulus  for  effort  and  improvement. 

THE  UTILITY  OF  THE  MOVEMENT 

is  abundantly  demonstrated  by  the  facts, 
and  the  results  so  far  illustrate  the  good 
that  may  he  accomplished  when  we  are 
able  to  enter  upon  the  work  in  a  more 
systematic  and  thorough  manner,  and 
on  a  more  extended  scale.  It  is  evident 
that  to  secure  the  highest  efficiency  of 
the  Society  as  a  power  for  good  in  the 
Church  it  must  work  in  close  and  harmo¬ 
nious  co-operation  with  our  other  be¬ 
nevolent  societies,  particularly  the  mis¬ 
sionary.  Woman’s  work  in  the  mission 
sections,  South  and  West,  must  he  car¬ 
ried  on  in  connection  with  that  of  the 
Missionary  Society.  The  Church  only 
can  garner  and  make  effective  the  work 
of  the  teacher  and  the  missionary.  They 
indeed  sustain  each  other,  for  in  many 
places  the  preaching  of  the  Word  is  of 
but  little  avail  until  these  influences  are 
established.  So  of  the  schools.  The 
teachers  understand  the  importance  of 
purifying  the  homes  out  of  which  the 
pupils  must  come,  and  back  to  which  they 
must  return.  We  feel  that  a  closer 
union  of  the  operations  of  these  societies 
will  be  mutually  beneficial,  tending  to 
unite  the  Church  in  its  great  mission  of 
saving  the  world. 

The  work  thus  presented  may  not  be 
deemed  of  great  importance,  but  it  must 
be  remembered  that  it  is  largely  prepara¬ 
tory,  sowing  the  fields  to  be  cultivated, 


ascertaining  its  merits,  adjusting  itTor- 
ganization  to  the  ability  and  sphere  of 
its  workers  and  the  associations  already 
existing  in  the  Church.  Foundation  work 
is  never  showy  nor  attractive,  until  sup¬ 
plemented  by  beautiful  and  majestic 
structures.  Our  grand  old  Missionary 
Society  had  a  similar  history,  raising  only 
eight  hundred  dollars  the  first,  a  thou¬ 
sand  the  second,  and  twelve  hundred  the 
third  year,  and  any  make  a  great  mistake 
who  estimate  this  movement  of  the  wo¬ 
men  by  the  little  band  of  missionaries 
sent  into  the  field,  and  the  few  thousands 
collected  for  their  support.  These  are 
only  indicative  of  the  heroic  spirit  of  the 
founders,  and  are  the  first  fruits  of  the 
abundant  harvests  of  the  future. 

When  we  take  into  consideration  the 
vastness  of  this  field  of  Christian  effort, 
the  little  attention  given  to  it  bv  the 
women  of  our  own  Church,  not  until 
lately  organizing  any  effort  in  its  behalf, 
when  we  realize  the  importance  of  this 
work  and  attempt  to  estimate  its  far- 
reaching  influence  for  good,  and  the 
great  work  already  accomplished  in  this 
field  by  the  women  of  sister  Churches,  it 
seems  evident  that  the  women  of  our 
own  Church  should  hesitate  no  longer  to 
enter  this  field  and  take  an  active  part  in 
the  effort  to  save  our  country  from  the 
dangers  that  threaten  it  from  the  multi¬ 
tudes  pouring  into  it  from  abroad,  as  well 
as  from  the  millions  of  ignorant  and  de¬ 
graded  citizens  at  home.  ,  "> 


Home  Missions. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  J.  M.  Reid,  of  New  York, 
Missionary  Secretary  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  was  now  introduced 
by  the  president  of  the  meeting,  Mrs. 
Rutherford  B.  Hayes. 

DR.  REID’S  ADDRESS. 

Mrs.  President,  and  Ladies  of 
tiie  Women’s  Home  Missionary  So¬ 
ciety — I  bring  you  this  morning  the 
greetings  of  your  brothers  with  whom 
you  have  been  so  long  associated  in  the 
world-wide  work  of  missions,  with 
whom  you  are  to  be  associated,  I  trust, 
with  unabated  ardor,  through  all  future 
time,  notwithstanding  the  speciality  to 
which  you  propose  to  devote  yourselves. 
I  come  to  bring  you  a  God-speed  in  this 
new  and  special  work  upon  which  you 
have  been  pleased  to  enter.  You  become 
more  emphatically  our  coadjutors  aud 
helpers,  by  taking  into  your  own  hands 
a  measure  of  the  care  and  of  the  labor 
that  rests  upon  us;  and  a  measure  also 
of  the  responsibility  of  raising  the 
means,  and  of  supervising  the  great 


work  that  will  be  under  your  care.  The  i 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  would  be  false  to 
every  principle  upon  wrhich  it  is  founded, 
if  it  did  not  welcome  you  to  this  great 
work.  We  profess  to  be  engaged  in  a 
business  that  has  been  prompted  by  a 
burning  desire  to  bring  the  whole  race  i 
to  Christ.  So  vast  an  undertaking  as  to  ! 
spread  the  glorious  Gospel  over  the 
j  whole  world  needs  the  employment  of  j 
every  Christian  man  and  woman  and 
child.  For  God  himself  seems  to  have 
summoned  all  the  agencies  and  ener¬ 
gies  both  of  heaven  and  of  earth  to  ac¬ 
complish  this  great  undertaking,  and 
certainly  the  Missionary  Society  would 
be  false  to  its  own  history  if  it  should 
feel  less  interest  in  the  Women’s  Home 
Missionary  Society  than  it  has  done  in 
the  Women’s  Foreign  Missionary  So- ! 
ciety.  The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
has  always  given  the  first  place  to 
the  home  work.  I  don’t  know 
whether  you  are  all  aware  of  the  fact, 
without  taking  the  whole  history  of  the 
Methodist  Missionary  Society  into  ac- 
count,  that  two-thirds  of  all  the  money 
that  has  been  raised  has  been  spent  with¬ 
in  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States 
and  its  Territories,  and  only  one-third  of 
the  money  raised  has  been  scattered  so 
thinly  over  all  the  rest  of  the  world.  I 
do  not  know  whether  you  are  aware  of 
the  fact  that  t  he  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  has  already 
in  the  field  nearly  twenty-five  hundred 
men,  supported  either  in  whole  or  in  part 
from  funds  that  are  annually  contributed 
by  the  congregations  and  churches  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Chuich.  Ever  since 
our  foreign  work  has  so  gloriously  ex¬ 
panded  that  we  are  already  in  all  the 
quarters  of  the  globe;  ever  since  this 
great  responsibility  has  been  upon  ms,  we 
have  very  neal  ly  equally  divided  the  con¬ 
tributions  of  the  Church  between  the  home 
field  and  the  foreign  field,  giving  you  the 
highest  possible  testimony  to  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  great  authorities  of  the 
Church  as  to  the  place  that  the  home 
field  ought  to  occupy  in  our  prayers,  our 
efforts  and  our  contributions.  But  this 
expenditure  of  money  is  the  very  smallest 
that  we  have  made.  Whoever  has  made 
himself  familiar  with  the  history  of  our 
Church  will  find  that  the  frontier  work, 
the  work  done  in  the  new  and  needy 
places  by  our  minister, s  and  their  wives, 
has  been  accompanied  by  sacrifice  and 
toil  and  privation  and  absolute  suffering, 
and  sometimes  death;  so  heroic  have  been 
these  labors  that  they  have  absolutely 


challenged  the  admiration  of  the  world,  I 
and  the  glorious  history  of  the  itinerant  jj 
throughout  our  country  has  become  | 
famous  in  all  lands.  Even  at  this  time  ! 
this  great  work  is  progressing  as  our  ter- ! 
ritory  advances  into  the  wilderness  be- ' 
yond. 

I  could  pause  a  moment,  if  I  pleased, 
to  recite  instances  that  certainly  ought 
to  create  an  interest  and  thrill  the  hearts 
of  any  Christian  congregation.  Not  long 
since  I  was  at  one  of  our  frontier  con¬ 
ferences,  aud  there  came  up  a  man  there, 
a  minister  in  as  high  standing  as  I  am, 
so  far  as  the  ministry  of  J  esus  Christ  is 
concerned.  But  he  had  a  many-colored 
raiment ;  his  garments  patched  here  and 
there  by  a  faithful  wife  whom  he  had 
left  behind  in  his  far  off  appointment. 
Every  thing  about  him  bore  witness  of 
cleanliness  and  industry  and  piety,  but 
of  extreme  poverty.  And  when  a  little 
inquiry  was  made,  it  was  found  teat  he 
had  been  laboring  all  the  year  with  but  a 
limited  missionary  appropriation  where 
but  a  few  dollars  could  be  given  him, 
and  where  no  clothing  could  be  bought:  i 
where  the  coarsest  and  simplest  food  was 
|  received  throughout  the  entire  year,  and 
he  was  compelled  to  come  to  the  confer- ; 
ence  in  the  apparel  in  which  we  saw  him. 
Among  ether  things  it  was  found  that  he 
had  worn  out  in  his  long  journeys  over 
the  circuit,  for  he  had  no  horse  to  carry 
him,  the  shoes  that  he  wore,  and  there 
was  nothing  in  which  he  could  appear  at 
the  conference.  But  God  has  a  wonder¬ 
ful  way  of  providing  for  all  the  exigencies 
of  human  life,  where  his  own  children 
are  concerned.  And  it  sc  happened  that 
'  our  brother  had  a  very  small  foot,  and 
his  wife  had  a  very  large  foot,  and  her 
shoes  were  not  worn  out,  so  she  loaned 
them  to  him  to  go  to  the  conference,  and 
he  appeared  in  his  wife’s  shoes.  That 
heroic  man  standing  there,  waked 
up  an  energy  in  that  frontier  con¬ 
ference  that  soon  clothed  him  in 
broadcloth  and  white  cravat,  and  sent 
home  to  his  wife  a  pair  of  shoes,  while  a 
new  shining  pair  of  hoots  graced  his  own  i 
heroic  feet.  There  was  another  man, 
and  I  think  he  must  have  been  of  the  I 
true  succession.  He  was  a  carpenter,  at 
least,  as  his  Master  was.  He  was  sent 
where  there  was  no  church,  no  parson¬ 
age.  He  concluded  to  be  a  whole  church  i 
extension  society  in  himself,  and  there¬ 
fore  he  found  a  canvass  tent,  housed  his 
family,  and  when  the  winter  came  along, 
with  its  heaping  snow— since  it  was  in 
the  far  North— the  snow  was  banked  up 
against  the  house  :  so  they  had.  a  warm  ' 


and  comfortable  home.  He  in  the  mean¬ 
time  plied  the  saw  and  the  plane,  and  the 
new  church  went  up  right  beside  the  can¬ 
vass  tent ;  and  then  went  up,  too,  a  little 
humble  parsonage  when  the  spring-time 
came,  and  so  the  Gospel  was  planted  in 
that  new  land.  Now  this  is  the  kind  of 
heroic  work  that  the  men  and  women  of 
Methodism  are  doing  to-day.  It  is  not 
true  that  the  days  of  heroism  have  all 
passed.  You  are  invited  by  this  Society 
to  come  into  this  field  and  give  your  spe¬ 
cial  aid  to  the  women  who  are  working 
in  this  field  ;  and  to  the  women  and  to 
the  children  who  need  your  help.  I 
confess  to  you  that,  their  enterprise 
has  my  fullest  sympathy.  We  have 
the  Women’s  Foreign  Missionary 
Society,  a  grand  coadjutor  in  our  work 
to-day,  one  of  the  noblest  works  that 
women  ever  did.  There  could  not  be  a 
nobler  auxiliary  to  the  Missionary  Soci¬ 
ety  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
than  that  same  Women’s  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society.  They  don’t  like  to  he 
called  auxiliaries,  but  they  are  auxilia¬ 
ries  in  spite  of  themselves.  They  are 
helpers;  or,  to  use  God’s  own  words, 
they  are  helps  meet  for  us,  and  God 
blesses  them  in  their  work.  But  why 
should  we  send  to  China  and  take  care  of 
Chinese  women  and  Chinese  children 
and  Chinese  girls?  Why  should  you  have 
a  girls  orphanage  in  India?  But  Chinese 
women  on  our  own  coast  receive  no 
attention  ~rom  the  women  of  America.  I 
can  sie  no  propriety  in  it  at  all.  In 
other  words,  the  existence  of  the  Wo 
men's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  re¬ 
stricting  its  labors  entirely  to  fields  out¬ 
side  of  the  boundaries  of  our  own  country 
is  a  reason  wby  the  Women’s  Heme1 
Missionary  Society,  and  the  needy,  im¬ 
perative  work  demanded  in  our  own 
country  should  be  taken  in  special 
charge  of  them.  Why  should  we  goto 
Italy,  and  furnish  Bible  readers,  as  the 
Women’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society 
does  most  nobly  and  properly,  while 
the  thousands  of  Italians  crowding  our 
streets  in  the  North  and  East  are  utterly 
unprovided  for?  Why  should  we  go  to 
Mexico  and  establish  schools  and  orphan¬ 
ages  for  the  Spanish ;  and  to  far-off 
South  America,  the  Argentine  Republic 
and  L  ruguay;  why  should  we  go  to 
these  far-off  coasts  end  take^are  of  Span-. 

:  -I:  .  oiu^  and  children?  We  do  well  :o  do 
so, -.of  why  should  we  do  that,  and  not 
i  take  care  of  Mexican  women  in  our  own 
|  New  Mexico,  in  our  own  Arizona  ?  Why 
not  take  care  of  Spanish  speaking  popu¬ 
lations  that  are  pouring  in  upon  our  own ! 
land  upon  every  side?  Do  you  know 


that  even  New  England,  that  has  boasted 
that  the  whole  land  was  sanctified  by  its 
consecration  to  God  on  Plymouth  Rock, 
amid  the  cold  storms  of  that  fearful 
winter  when  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  landed  I 


there ;  do  you  know  that  that  same 
New  England,  almost  within  sight  j 
of  that  same  Plymouth  Rock,  is ' 
now  being  occupied  by  these  same ! 
foreign  populations  that  are  pour¬ 
ing  in  in  such  vast  numbers,  as  even  to 
create  anxiety,  because  the  congrega¬ 
tions  of  our  own  people  are  diminishing, 
and  there  is  need  of  a  work  of  great  en¬ 
terprise  in  these  cities  of  New  England.  ' 
All  over  the  land  the  field  opens  and  in-  ■ 
vites  these  ladies  to  enter  it.  I  have  had, ! 
however,  in  my  own  heart,  a  very  special ! 
desire  that  they  should  enter  upon  work 


j  among  the  aborigines ;  indeed,  ladies, 
will  you  permit  me  to  say  it  here  ?— I 
want  that  you  should  occupy  the  same 
relation  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society,  in  regard  to  the  home 
field,  that  the  Women’s  Foreign  Mission¬ 
ary  Society  occupies  with  regard  to  the 
foreign  field.  Just  as  soon  as  the  Foreign 
Society  was  organized,  they  took  into 
their  own  hand  all  the  women’s  work  that 
we  had  begun  and  were  prosecuting. 
The  gl  Is’  orphanage  was  established 
long  before  a  Women’s  Foreign  Mis- 
siouarj  Society  was  thought  of. 
The  grand  school  of  Mrs.  Will- 
ston  at  Fou  Chou  had  an  existence 
away  back  to  the  time  when  our  Bishop 
was  a  missionary  there.  You  know,  be¬ 
fore  the  conception  of  the  Women’s  For¬ 
eign  Missionary  Society  had  entered  the 
Church,  ali  ever  the  foreigu  field  the  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  of  the  Church  took  care  of 
the  great  interests  of  the  women  and  chil¬ 
dren,  so  far  as  it  could.  But  when  this 
Society  came  into  the  field,  that  proposed 
to  do  this  special  work,  at  once  they  re  -  j 
lieved  us  of  all  this  work.  We  gave  over 
to  them  glaaly  the  orphanage  that  had 
I  been  founded  at  so  much  expense,  and 
with  so  many  prayers  and  tears,  and  with 
such  vast  struggles,  and  it  has  been  a 
glory  to  them  ever  since.  We  want  to 
pass  over  to  you  all  our  schools  among 
the  Indians:  we  want  to  pass  over  to  you 
all  our  schools  in  Utah;  we  want  you. to 


take  our  schools  and  orphanages  in  New 
Mexico,  some  of  which  are  vacant  to-day, 
because  we  are  not  able  to  give  them  that 
supervision  which, T  am  sure,  a  ladies’ 
association  would  give  to  them.  We 
want  you  to  do  a  like  work  in  Arizona; 
we  want  you  to  devise  among  the  vast 
emigrant  population  that  is  pouring  in 
upon  us,  a  method  by  which  you  will  be 


able  to  play;  the  part  of  mothers  and 
sisters  to  those  who  have  come  from 
far  off  and  strange  lands,  to  seek 
their  fortunes  in  this  land  of  liberty.  Do  . 
you  know  that  there  are  fifty  thousand 
Indian  children  in  this  country  as  heath¬ 
en  as  the  Indians  in  the  northwest  prov¬ 
inces  of  Hindostan,  savage,  untutored, 
knowing  nothing  of  God,  growing  up  to 
be  men  full  of  blood-thirstiness  and  of 
hatred,  from  whose  hands,  if  you  would 
teach  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  you  would  i 
take  the  sword,  and  out  of  their  hearts  j 
the  spirit  of  revenge;  and  your  prayers  ; 
and  your  toils  might  save  wars  that 
would  cost  the  nation  millions  of  dollars. 

I  verily  believe  that  Father  Wilbur,  up 
in  Yack  am  aw,  has  been  worth  a  host  of 
soldiers  there.  I  verily  believe  that  a 
few  Christian  men  and  women  among 
the  Modocs  would  have  saved  the  life  of 
that  grand  General  Canby  and  that  noble 
Dr.  Thomas,  and  those  others  that  per- 
l  ished  in  that  terrible  massacre.  But  the 
men  at  Washington,  who  are  so  often 
not  God-fearing  men,  are  not  aware  what 
a  mighty  power  there  is  in  the  Gospel; 
but  we  know,  and  we  ought  to  carry  the 
Gospel  to  these  people,  and  so  bless  them 
and  bless  ourselves. 

I  do  not  know  whether  you  are  aware 
that  there  are  perhaps  five  millions  of 
freed  men  scattered  over  this  land,  some 
having  come  to  our  northern  country, 
and  some  lingering  with  their  old  friends 
and  around  their  old  homesteads.  Their 
prior  condition  did  not  give  them  homes 
of  the  highest  order,  did  not  give  them 
opportunities  for  education.  The  law 
'  often  forbade  the  loving  master,  when 
his  heart  would  fain  have  done  it.  Y ou 
must  be  aware  that  among  these  mil¬ 
lions  there  are  those  to  whom  the  Freed- 
men’s  Aid  Society  has  gone  to  carry  the 
Gospel  and  to  carry  schools;  and  you 
must  he  aware  of  the  fact  that  this  So¬ 
ciety  in  endeavoring  to  do,  especially  for 
the  women  and  the  children,  this  great 
work  of  education  and  religion,  has 
undertaken  a  work  upon  which  God 
must  smile.  The  field  certainly  is  very 
I  wide  and  extensive  and  inviting.  The 
emigrants  of  all  lands  furnish  a  field.  I 
can  not  see  clearly,  it  is  true,  how  that 
field  is  to  he  entered;  it  is  so  vast,  scat¬ 
tered  over  such  a  wide  territory,  and  yet 
I  do  not  doubt  that  when  we  are  ready, 
when  we  have  the  apparatus,  God  will 
|  appoint  the  way.  He  always  has,  and  he 
will  lead  us  on  to  the  accomplishment  of , 
.a  great  and  glorious  work. 

About  the  women  of  Utah:  I  some¬ 
times  think  that  polygamy  is  only  the  j 
least  of  the  abominations  in  Utah,  and; 


yet  how  great'  an  abomination  that  is, 
and  how  it  threatens  the  very  life  of  the 
nation.  In  the  future  how  much  cost  of 
treasure  and  of  blood  we  can  see  if  it 
cannot  be  up-rooted  by  the  moral  forces 
that  have  been  brought  to  bear  already, 
and  are  to  be  brought  to  bear  in  that 
great  Territory.  It  seems  to  me  that  we 
need  in  connection  with  every  one  of  our 
charges  just  such  a  school  as  these  ladies 
propose  to  establish,  besides  the  great 
central  school  they  have  undertaken  in 
Salt  Lake  City.  We  need  all  this  appar¬ 
atus  of  education  in  order  to  bring  about 
results  that  will  be  blessed  to  the  good  of 
our  land,  and  to  the  good  of  that  land. 
Sisters,  it  seems  strange  to  me  that  these 
sisters  of  yours  have  waited  so  long.  As  I 
have  penciled  these  thoughts  here  upon 
this  paper  this  morning,  I  have  won¬ 
dered  that  you  have  been  silent  so  long. 
They  are  waiting,  the  women  of  Utah 
have  groaned;  the  Indians  have  remained 
in  their  heathenism.  They  have  waited. 
You  have  lived  amid  your  ceiled  dwell¬ 
ings;  you  have  prayed  and  sighed  for  the 
Kingdom  of  God;  but  not  until  now 
have  you  made  a  special  visitation  to 
those  at  your  doors.  -  Thank  God,  you 
are  going.  [Amen.]  A  sister’s  hand  is 
to  be  outreached  to  these  sisters  of  yours, 
and  you  are  to  lift  them  up.  They  are 
to-day  ignorant;  they  are  degraded;  they 
’are  unhappy;  they  are  unsaved..  You 
are  to  give  them  your  hand  and  lift  them 
up  to  knowledge,  to  virtue,  to  happi¬ 
ness,  to  holiness  and  to  heaven.  God 
speed  you  on  in  the  work. 

I  will  repeat  the  thought  that  Dr.  Vin¬ 
cent  dwelt  upon  a  moment.  I  do  not 
consider  it  a  small  thing  that  she  who 
lifted  up  the  highest  home  in  this  Na 
tion  ;  nay,  with  the  pride  of  an  Ameri¬ 
can  I  will  say,  the  highest  home  in  the 
world,  until  it  shone  with  all  the  lustre 
of  a  Christian  home  throughout  the 
world,  and  was  the  admiration  of  Amer- 
cau  Christians— I  do  not  think  it  a  small 
thing  that  her  loving  and  gifted  hand  is  to 
be  the  first  in  lifting  up  these  thousands 
of  our  people.  [Applaus.]  This  is  a  work 
worthy  of  the  angels.  Let  me  dwell  a 
moment,  although  I  suppose  I  have 
spoken  as  long  as  I  ought ;  but  let  me 
just  give  you  in  a  moment  or  two  some 
idea  of  the  extent  of  this  field,  Our 
land  contains  about  three  million  square 
miles.  Are  you  aware  of  the  fact  that  in 
the  countries  frcm  which  our  emigra 
tion  chiefly  comes,  all  the  countries  of 
Europe,  there  is  but  about  half  that  num¬ 
ber  of  square  miles.  Take  Great  Britain, 
Ireland,  Norway,  Sweden,  Denmark, 
Germany,  Austria,  Switzerland,  Italy, 


Greece,  Spain  and  France,  and  put  them 
altogether,  and  there  are  only  about  half 1 
as  many  square  milos  as  in  this  vast  do-  ^ 
main  that  God  has  given  us.  Do  you 
know  that  in  that  little  space,  the  half  of 
our  own  domain,  there  are  crowded  to¬ 
day  at  least  two  hundred  millions  of  peo¬ 
ple  ;  while  in  our  own  land,  twice  the 
size,  there  are  but  to-day  fifty  millions  ? 
Is  it  not  clear  to  you  that,  there 
is  a  law  of  equilibrium  that  must  find 
place  in  this  matter?  These  millions  that 
crowd  that  limited  area  must  flow  to  the 
brdfcul  acres  of  this  Western  world.  They 
will  come,  not  all  to  our  own  land,  they 
will  go  to  Canada,  they  will  go  up  to 
Manitoba— but  this  is  all  our  own  land, 
the  lakes  and  the  rivers  do  not  divide  us; 
we  are  one,  annexed  in  heart,  our  souls 
are  one;  and  this  great  problem  of  what 
to  do  with  these  coming  millions  ought 
to  be  on  every  patriot’s  and  Christian’s 
heart.  Just  think  of  it  a  moment!  We 
have  had  great  numbers  coming;  you 
have  been,  Mrs.  Secretary,  along 
that  great  Northern  Pacific  Railroad, 
over  ■which  every  day  pass  two  or  three 
trains,  every  train  crowded  with  people 
enough  to  found  a  town,  and  that  carried 
on  day  after  day  and  week  after  week, 
through  the  whole  season,  three  hundred 
thousand  touching  the  port  of  New  Y'ork 
in  a  single  month  in  some  instances — 
enough  to  found  a  city  as  great  as  your 
own  proud  Cincinnati,  so  far  as  the  num¬ 
ber  of  people  is  concerned.  These  are 
coming,  and  if  the  figures  I  have  given 
you  are  to  be  relied  upon,  and  the  law  of 
equilibrium  is  a  true  one,  these  are  only 
the  advance  guard ,  mightier  by  far  than 
the  host  that  has  already  come.  Why,  I  1 
hear  them  tread;  they  are  on  my  track, 
and  my  soul  measures  up  to  the 
stupendous  question,  what  is  to  become  , 
of  us?  Are  we  to  have  aa  ' 
infidel  community,  a  drinking  comrau-  J 
nitv,  a  Sabbath-breaking  community;  are 
all  the  traditions  of  our  fathers  to  be 
swept  away?  Three- fourths  of  these  em¬ 
igrants,  it  is  estimated,  are  paupers.  We 
know  that  very  many  of  them  are  crim¬ 
inals.  A  large  number  of  them  are  the 
very  best  of  people,  and  some  of  them 
bring  money  with  them,  but  yet  these 
proportions  must  be  borne  in  mind.  Now 
they  come  here,  they  settle  down  in  com¬ 
munities;  there  are  towns  and  cities 
springing  up  almost  before  you  know  it; 
they  have  their  old  traditions,  their  old 
customs;  they  will  found  an  old  town,  an 
old  city,  unless  you  carry  to  them  a  little 
American  thought  and  American  feeling. 
They  know  nothing  about  the  witness  of 


the  spirit  and  the  hope  of  everlasting  life 
that  warms  my  soul  and  yours,  unless  you 
carry  it  to  them.  God  has  sent  them 
here,  I  verily  believe,  for  the  purpose 
that  you  should  go.  Go!  in  the  name  of 
God,  go!  And  go  quickly!  Don’t  let  this 
Society  be  ten  years  organizing,  for  I  tell 
you  that  these  communities  crystalize, 
with  wonderful  rapidity,  into  a  form  out 
of  which  they  can  not  be  taken.  I  have 
seen  a  man  preparing  plaster  casts,  and  I 
have  seen  that,  when  the  plaster  is  mixed, 
he  hurries  it  into  the  mould.  He  works 
fast,  for  in  a  very  little  while  it  will  be 
hardened,  and  he  can  not  mould  it  into 
the  form  that  he  would.  So  I  say  to 
you.  hurry!  And  let  this  Society 
have  all  the  means  that  may  be  necessary 
to  carry  on  its  great  and  glorious  work 
throughout  the  earth.  Dr.  Vincent 
put  it  rightly.  What  we  want,  to  save 
this  nation,  is  the  family.  What  we 
want  in  order  to  make  the  family  is  the 
mother.  Napoleon  once  said  to  a  great 
literary  savant  who  approached  him 
with  regard  to  the  needs  of  Prance, 
what  Prance  wants  is  mothers.  He 
meant  to  rebuke  the  lady.  He  meant  to 
tell  her  that  it  was  not  in  the  refine* 
ments  of  the  parlor,  in  the  elegance  and 
polish  of  higher  life,  not  in  the  publicity 
of  her  station,  not  in  the  notoriety 
wh  chsheas  a  woman  was  seeking;  it 
was  not  in  all  these  things  there  was  any 
hope  for  Prance,  but  it  was  in  another 
thing— that  women  should  bear  children. 
That  was  his  thought.  He  had  wrought 
so  much  devastation  among  the  thou- 
j  sands  of  France,  they  had  been  hewn 
down  by  the  scythe  of  war  until  there 
was  a  destitution  of  men  for  his  armies, 
and  he  wanted  mothers,  that  he  might 
fill  his  armies;  as  low  and  bestial  a 
I  thought  as  could  ever  have  entered  a 
j  great  mind.  But  what  the 

j  world  wants  is  mothers,  in 

the  sense  in  which  we  have 

been  in  the  habit  of  quoting  that 

passage.  We  want  those  who  are  capable- 
of  instilling  into  the  young  heart  religi¬ 
ous  thoughts,  emotions  and  experiences; 
train  them  in  the  right  way,  inspire  them 
with  the  hope  of  Heaven.  Well,  now, 
all  these  communities  will  become  Chris¬ 
tian  communities,  contributing  to  every 
mission  work.  We  want  them  organized 
I  and  throbbing  with  this  same  desire  for 
|  the  salvation  of  the  world  that  throbs  in 
I  your  soul  and  mine.  Then  they  will  con- 
i  tribute  of  their  means  and  of  their  in¬ 
fluence,  of  their  time,  of  their  talents,  for 
the  great  work  of  saving  the  world,  so 
that  every  home  mission  endeavor  is  a 
great  auxiliary  to  the  foreign  missionary 


work;  for  those  who  thus  become,  under 
the  influence  of  home  mission  work, 
Christians  interested  in  Christian  work, 
and  interested  in  Christian  churches,  be¬ 
come  contributors  to  the  great  work  of 
the  world’s  redemption.  The  truth  is 
that  you  can  do  no  mission  work  but  that 
it  helps  every  other  mission  work.  You 
can  do  no  work  for  Christ  that  does  not 
help  on  every  other  department  of  Chris¬ 
tian  endeavor. 

I  commend  this  enterprise  to  you,  It 
is  not  in  antagonism  to  us.  I  mean  by 
us  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Metho- 
t  dist  Episcopal  Church,  that  I  might,  in. 
some  sense,  be  supposed  to  represent  to¬ 
day.  It  is  not  in  antagonism  to  the  Wo¬ 
men’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society.  They 
ought  to  love  the  sisters  and  take  them 
to  their  bosoms  and  say,  God  speed  them 
and  bless  them;  and  they  will  do  it.  I 
want  you  to  feel  that  this  work  is  one 
great,  grand  work,  and  that  Christ  likes  j 
to  see  us  united  and  hearty,  and  consist- 1 
ent  in  our  endeavors  to  bring  this  lost 
world  to  himself,  { Applause].  J 


Address  of  Mrs.  John  Davis,  of  Cincin- 
einuati. 

The  Scriptures  teach  us  to  covet  the 
best  gifts.  When  I  thought  of  interest¬ 
ing  myself  some  in  the  Society,  one 
thought  that  I  had  which  was  the  most 
discouraging  was  that  all  the  large  gifts 
had  been  gathered  in  by  the  Women’s 
Foreign  Missionary  Society,  and  that  we 
had  no  silver-tongued  orator  to  speak  for 
us.  I  think,  my  dear  friends,  those  of 
you  who  have  listened  to  the  gentlemen 
who  entertained  and  instructed  us  to-day, 
will  feel  that,  somehow,  this  difficulty 
has  been  most  wonderfully  supplemented. 
They  have  even  gone  so  far  that  they 
have  taken  the  last  little  word  that  I 
meant  to  say  to  you  this  afternoon.  I 
.  find  the  ground  so  completely  covered 
that  I  really  have  nothing  to  say. 

There  are  two  or  three  rather 
interesting  things  that  I  had 
nursed  in  my  heart;  but  1  can  say 
nothing  to  you  now  except  this,  that  as  I 
have  been  studying  some  of  the  literature 
of  this  cause  of  home  missions,  my  heart 
has  thrilled  and  glowed  with  a  sense  of 
profound  interest  in  it.  I  have  been  so 
closely  identified  with  local  philanthropic 
work  in  my  city  that  it  was  to  me  a  new 
subject.  When  I  was  asked  to  take  a 
part  in  this  work,  I  felt  like  refusing,  . 
felt  so  overborne  with  other  thinvs,  Ljt 
as  I  have  been  thinking  c.  L  1  find 
it  increases  ats  claims 

:-eem  to  o  'be  ioremost.  My  J 


w^ucier  is  ihat  these  dear  brethren 
have  i,o  called  upon  the  sisters 
of  the  '  jiurch  long  ago,  instead  of  wait¬ 
ing  until  with  trembling  and  modesty 
we  organized  our  little  Society  and  pre¬ 
sented  ourselves  to  them  and  said:  We 
want  to  be  your  fellow  laborers.  I  think 
Paul  says  to  the  Philippians:  “Help 
those  women  who  have  labored  with  us 
in  the  Gospel.”  As  I  have  been  listen¬ 
ing  to  the  statements  of  those  brethren, 
and,  this  afternoon,  thinking  of  the  field 
of  labor  that  they  have  presented,  and 
that  they,  poor  fellows,  have  been  trying 
to  cultivate,  it  seems  to  me  that  Paul 
would  transpose  that  sentence  a  little 
and  say  to  the  dear  sisters :  “Help  those 
men.”  [Applause]. 


The  foreign  populations  in  our  land, 
the  French,  the  Gormans,  the  Scandi¬ 
navians,  the  Chinese;  the  freedmen,  the 
illiterate  whites,  the  Indians,  the  Mor¬ 
mons,  the  Mexicans,  comprising  alto¬ 
gether  a  mission  field  of  between  twenty- 
five  and  thirty  millions,  is  so  great  that, 
as  Bishop  Wiley  has  truly  said,  we  are 
simply  appalled  at  the  magnitude  of  the 
work,  and  I  am  not  sure  but  that  put 
ting  all  of  it  upon  us  will  have  the  effect 
of  discouraging  us. 

I  will  say  I  don’t  get  quite  away  from  | 
the  feeling  that  I  am  overborne,  and  | 
that  somebody  else  ought  to  step  in  and 
take  this  work,  and  I  don’t 
doubt  but  that  every  sister 
in  this  audience  has  been  saying . 
to  herself,  “there  is  so  much  to  do,  we 
can’t  do  it,  and  there  is  no  use  of  trying.” 
There  is  no  use,  dear  sisters,  unless  we 
realize  what  Christ  is  to  us,  and  of  w7hom 
a  great  multitude  of  these  women  know 
nothing.  I  think  we  get  away  from  our 
sense  of  being  overborne  when  we  get 
that  thought  fully  into  our  hearts.  I  re¬ 
member  hearing  a  very  sweet  and  touch¬ 
ing  story  in  relation  to  the  second  Mrs. 
Judson,  who  was  the  widow  of  Dr.  Board- 
man,  and  afterwards  married  Dr.  Judson. 
She  had  one  little  son.  You  who  have: 
been  in  foreign  lands  know  that  parents 
can  not  educate  their  children  there. 
When  he  was  only  six  years  of  age,  she 
had  an  opportunity  of  sending  him  go  this 
country  for  education.  She  fixed  up  j 
his  little  wardrobe,  made  all  his  prepara-  ^ 
tions,  and  put  him  in  charge  of  the  | 
gentleman  who  was  to  take  him  in  a  lit-  ( 
tie  vessel  out  to  the  ship  which  lay  an- 1 
chored  some  distance  from  the  shore,  and  j 
she  sat  on  the  sands  and  watched  that 
little  boat  receding  in  the  distance,  far¬ 
ther  and  farther,  until  it  was  lost  to  her 
sight,  and,  clasping  her  hands,  she  looked 


up  to  Heaven  and  said,  “Jesus,  I  do  this  j 
for  Thee.”  My  dear  sisters,  when  we  | 
1  get  to  that  point  that  we  lose  sight  of  so 
many  of  the  things  that  are  needed,  and 
just  see  Jesus  only,  we  are  able  to  take 
up  such  a  work  as  this. 

When  you  go  back  to  your  homes  you 
must  interest  the  churches;  you  must 
be  our  helpers  in  it.  I  throw  the  burden 
of  responsibility  upon  you.  We  haven’t  j 
very  much  time,  as  Dr.  Beid  this  morn-  j 
ing  said.  Events  culminate  very  rapidly 
now.  We  can  not  afford  to  wait  a  great 
many  years,  and  we  have  come  into  this 
work  out  of  our  proper  time.  Twenty 
years  ago  even  these  brethren  would  not 
have  welcomed  us  so  heartily  as  they  do 
now.  [Laughter.]  I  want  to  thank  the 
Women’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society  for 
having  made  the  work  as  easy  for  us  as  it 
is.  They  have  illustrated  the  fact  that 
women  can  successfully  carry  on 
missionary  work.  I  am  very  sure  i 
that  the  course  that  {hey  have  j 
pursued  has  relieved  us  of  many  of 
its  difficulties  that  we  would  have  found 
in  our  efforts. 

The  Presbyterians,  the  Baptists,  the 
Congregationalists  and  the  Episcopalians, 
have  all  of  them  their  Women’s  Home 
Missionary  Societies  working  in  entire 
harmony  with-  their  Home  Missionary 
Society  Boards.  I  cannot  better  tell  the 
objects  we  had  in  the  organization  of 
this  Society  than  is  stated  here  in  this 
Baptist  magazine :  “While  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Baptist  Home  Missionary  Society 
[  undertakes  a  grand  work  of  building  up 
churches  and  schools,  and  sends  forth 
preachers  and  teachers,  this  Society  sup-  ' 
plements  chat  work  by  sending  Chris¬ 
tian  women  who  give  evidence  of 
being  called  of  God,  to  labor 
especially  in  the  homes  and 
among  the  children  of  the  ignorant  and 
degraded,  and  among  the  emigrant  popu¬ 
lations.  These  women  visit  from  house 
to  house, reading  the  Bible,  and  familiarly 
teaching  religious  truths,  and  by  means 
of  ‘mothers’  meetings,’  they  not  only 
seek  to  lead  the  mothers  to  Christ,  but  to 
instruct  them  in  truthfulness  and  purity. 
They  organize  Sunday-schools,  training 
the  teachers  for  their  work  in  teachers’ 
meetings  and  Bible  classes.  Then,  by 
means  of  industrial  schools,  they  seek  to 
save  the  little  ones  from  vice  and  develop 
them  into  true  Christian  men  and 
women.”  Teaching  Gospel  Temper¬ 
ance  also  offers  an  important 

part  of  their  work.  They 

have  established  a  training  school  in  Chi¬ 
cago  for  the  training  of  missionaries. 


They  take  young  women  who  wish  to  be- 1 
come  teachers  and  Bible  readers,  or  mis¬ 
sionaries,  and  hey  have  a  regular  course 
of  instruction  for  them,  and  they  give 
them  lessons  in  Chicago  mission 
work,  preparing  them  for  it.  And  one 
beautiful  thing  is  that  this  same 
-:chool  is  utilized  by  the  Women’s  For¬ 
eign  Missionary  Society  for  training  their 
missionaries,  also,  before  they  go  abroad. 
They  have  missionaries  out  among  the 
Indians,  Scandinavians,  etc.  Their  So- 
oiety  collected  last  year  $22,280. 

The  Presbyterian  Women’s  Home 
Missionary  Society  has  expended  In  the 
last  year,  for  teachers,  school  and  box 
work,  which  means  the  providing  of 
boxes  for  sending  to  destitute  fami¬ 
lies  boxes  of  clothing  and  supplies, 
nearly  $90,000.  About  one  -hun¬ 
dred  teachers  are  supported  in  Alaska, 
Utah,  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona.  That 
work  was  begun  in  1876.  Its  growth 
has  been  wonderful,  but  its  report  says, 
“The  women  had  a  mind  to  work.” 
The  idea  of  this  Society  is  really  that 
of  zenana  work  in  our  own  land.  [Ap¬ 
plause.] 


Address  by  Rev.  Dr.  Alexander  Suther¬ 
land,  of  Canada. 

Christian  Friends — I  had  not  been 
expecting  on  this,  my  first  visit  to  Chau¬ 
tauqua,  to  have  any  part,  whatever,  ex¬ 
cept  that  of  a  listener,  in  this  meeting  of  ! 
the  Women’s  Home  Missionary  Society. 
But  I  have  not  been  a  Methodist  preach¬ 
er  for  five  and  twenty  years  without  hav¬ 
ing  learned  to  attend  to  duty  at  a  mo¬ 
ment’s  notice,  and  whenever  the  circum¬ 
stances  of  the  case  might  seem  to  re¬ 
quire,  and  I  make  free  to  say  here  to  day, 
that  I  count  it  no  small  honor  that  I  am 
on  this  platform,  summoned  to  the  post 
of  duty  by  one  whose  name  in  my  own 
country  is  an  honored  and  a  familiar 
household  word.  [Applause]. 

It  is  a  good  thing  and  a  helpful  thing 
to  read  history  in  the  germ.  There  are 
some  movements  which  have  no  history  j 
and  no  life,  which  is  because  they  have 
no  living  germ  in  them.  Anybody  can 
read  history  after  a  century  or  two  has 
gone  by,  but  it  saves  a  great  amount  of 
,  time  if  we  can  only  read  history  in  the 
j  germinal  form.  I  think  you  may  easily 
discover  sufficient  of  the  germ  of  this 
movement  to  convince  you  that  there  are 
in  it  possibilities  of  growth  and  develop¬ 
ment  that  nothing  shall  be  able  to ! 
destroy,  (applause)  and  you  may ' 
always  set  it  down  as  a  safe  con- 1 


elusion  that  any  movement  which  has  in 
it,  behind  it,  the  hearts  of  Christian 
women,  has  a  power  of  extension  and 
growth  that  nothing  will  be  able  to 
check.  I  share  very  heartily  and  sin¬ 
cerely  in  the  surprise  expressed  by  the 
previous  speaker,  that  so  long  a  time 
I  should  have  elapsed  before  the  Christian 
women  of  the  Churches  should  have  been 
invited  to  take  part  in  this  work. 

There  has  been  a  good  deal  said  here 
to-day  about  the  vastness  and  the  mag- 
!  nitude  of  the  work;  we  might  be  well 
appalled  if  there  were  no  Christ  behind 
it,  and  if  there  were  no  minister¬ 
ing  power  in  the  matter  upon 
which  we  could  fall  back 
in  every  emergency,  but,  as  some  one  has 
said,  “One  good  man  with  God  on  his 
i  side  is  always  in  the  majority,”  but 
when  you  get  not  only  one  good  man, 
but  thousands  of  men,  you  have  a  force 
which  amounts  to  something  in  the 
moral  uplifting  and  regeneration  of  the 
world. 

There  is  doubtless  a  vast  work  to  be  ! 
done  here.  I  was  glad  to  hear  so  much 
said  to-day  about  the  importance  of  * 
caring  for  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  vast  ■ 
tide  of  population  that  is  pouring  into  1 
this  country  from  lands  beyond  the  sea. 
Well,  we  are  glad  to  see  them  coming, 
and  yet  we  cannot  forget  that, 
while  they  carry  with  them 
unknown  possibilities  in  reference  to 
the  future,  they  may  also  carry 
with  them  the  seeds  of  great  peril  to 
the  future  of  this  land  and  other  lands, 

!  and  so  it  behooves  us  to  be  prepared  for 
|  their  coming,  and  to  do  what  we  can  to 
mould  them  into  a  strong  national  life. 
What  is  to  be  done  with  these  people  ? 
Sometimes,  on  the  other  side,  I  say  to  my 
own  people  in  regard  to  our  great  North¬ 
west  territory  which  is  opening  up,  I 
want,  first  of  all,  to  see  a  certain  propor- 
!  tion  of  our  people  from  the  older  Pro¬ 
vinces  going  out  into  that  country  to  lay 
the  foundations  of  municipal  self-govern-  < 
ment,  and,  as  soon  as  that  is  done,  let  I 
I  the  old  world  send  her  millions.  We 
will  be  ready  for  them  and  be  prepared  to 
do  something  with  them,  and  you  have 
precisely  the  same  problem  to  work  out 
in  this  land  of  yours.  I  was  exceedingly 
glad  that  the  speakers  did  not  pass  over 
the  Indian  question  in  its  religious  as- 
i  pects.  We  have  been  experienced  in  my 
country  a  good  many  years  in  this  matter 
of  the  Indian  population.  We  have 
learned  something  by  experience  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  Indian  populations  of  our 
own  country  and,  among  others,  we  have 
proved  to  a  mathematical  demonstration 


I  that  it  is  cheaper  on  the  single  ground  of 
!  dollars  and  cents,  it  is  cheaper  to  convert 
the  Indian  than  it  is  to  shoot  him.  We 
have  found  that  it  costs  less  money  to  en¬ 
lighten,  convert  and  civilize  the  In¬ 
dian  than  it  does  to  improve 
him  off  the  face  of  the  earth.  We  have 
been  trying  it  there  with  what  we  call 
the  ‘'Mounted  Police.”  We  send  them 
out  into  the  northwest  territory.  And, 
now,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  misunderstood. 

I  suppose  that  you  probably  suppose  that 
we  send  them  to  keep  down  the  Indians. 
We  did  not  need  to  do  anything  of  the 
kind,  because  the  missionary  had  been 
there  twenty  years  before,  but  we  had  to 
send  the  mounted  police  force  out  there  j 
to  protect  the  Indian  against  the  mis¬ 
chievous,  rascally  whisky  dealer,  and  I 
can  endorse  what  Dr.  Reid  said  this 
morning,  that  one  faithful  missionary 
among  the  Indians  is  worth  a  whole  regi¬ 
ment  of  troops.  Now,  there  were  a  few 
occasions  out  in  our  northwest  territory 
when  things  did  look  a  little  uncertain. 
Now,  as  long  as  everything  is  smooth  and 
pleasant,  and  there  is  no  difficulty  in  get¬ 
ting  along,  you  will  always  find  in  my 
country  the  politician  to  the  front,  but 
when  there  was  trouble  threatened  with 
the  Indians,  the  politicians  took  a  back 
seat  and  sent  for  the  missionary  to  see 
what  he  could  do,  and  sent  him  out 
where  no  politician  dared  to  go  to  try  to 
settle  the  difficulties  which  were  looming 
up.  There  was  no  difficulty  in  doing  that, 
because  the  Indian  knew  that  he  was  his 
friend  and  he  could  trust  to  what  he  said. 

There  has  been  a  blessed  work  of  con¬ 
verting  grace  among  the  Indian  tribes  of 
that  part  of  the  country,  both  east  and 
west  of  the  lakes  and  mountains.  Away 
out  on  the  Pacific  coast  there  was  a  mis¬ 
sion  organized  among  the  Shimshin  In¬ 
dians,  by  a  man  whose  name  is  Thomas 
Crosby.  There  is  now  there  a  native 
church  of  over  three  hundred  members. 
But  the  point  I  want  to  touch  upon  is  this: 
That  good  brother  came  home  on  a 
visit  from  that  distant  coast  a ' 
few  years  ago,  and  he  did  j 
a  very  wise  thing:  He  took  back  a  good  i 
wife,  a  young  lady  of  great  accomplish.  | 
meats  and  personal  beauty,  fitted  to  shine  j 
in  any  society.  Hearing  the  call  from 
that  distant  post,  she  went  with  the  mis-  j 
sionary  to  labor  with  him  there  in  that  J 
glorious  work,  and  there,  six  hundred  j 
miles  from  the  nearest  white  woman  and  J 
from  the  nearest  physician,  she  labored—  j 
I  will  not  merely  say  without  a  murmur  | 
or  complaint,  but  in  all  her  letters  were 
expressions  of  joyfulness  and  gratitude 
that  she  was  permitted  to  labor  up  among 
that  people. 


Those  Indians  might  set  an  example 
in  some  things.  They  are  expected  to  be 
at  service  just  at  the  right  time  in  the 
morning,  or  in  the  afternoon,  as  the  case 
may  be.  When  the  time  comes  for  the 
service  they  lock  the  door,  and  no  one 
can  enter  until  the  whole  service  is  con¬ 
cluded. 

There  are  the  aged  ones,  and  those 
waiting  on  the  sick  that  cannot  come, 
and  as  soon  as  the  service  is  over,  they 
set  out  and  go  from  house  to  house,  and 
before  the  day  is  over,  there  is  no  one, 
young  or  old,  in  the  entire  settlement  of 
nearly  1 ,000  that  does  not  hear  the  Gos¬ 
pel  preached  as  it  was  uttered  in  the 
morning  service  by  the  preacher.  Some 
of  the  Indians  went  to  Port  Randall,  in 
your  Territory  of  Alaska.  They  went 
to  work  for  the  Lord,  began  to  hold 
prayer  meetings  among  their  people,  and 
some  of  them  were  influenced  and 
brought  to  Christ.  The  commander  of 
Port  Randall  gave  them  all  the  encour¬ 
agement  he  could,  and  placed  the  largest 
room  at  their  disposal,  and  after  a  time 
he  wrote  to  Thomas  Crosby,  at  Fort 
Simpson,  saying  :  ‘‘Those  are  wonderful 
boys  of  yours  that  have  been  out  here. 
Can’t  there  be  a  missionary  sent  j 
up  here  to  Fort  Randall  ?”  Those  boys 
worked  out  there  during  the  winter,  and 
in  the  spring,  when  they  were  thinking 
of  returning  again  to  where  they  lived 
before,  they  said:  “It  will  never  do  to 
leave  this  work.”  They  consulted  to¬ 
gether,  and  at  last  the  conclusion  was 
reached  that  one  of  them  would  go  to 
another  place  and  work  and  raise  the 
supplies,  and  his  fellow  would  stop  at 
Port  Randall  and  carry  on  God’s  work 
among  his  degraded  countrymen  there. 
He  wrote  to  the  Methodist  Board, 
“Can’t  you  send  a  missionary  to  Fort 
Randall?”  and  the  answer  was  about 
like  this,  “We  have  got  all  on  our  hands 
we  can  do.  We  can  not  send 
a  missionary.  The  Presbyterians  talked 
it  over  and  they  thought  they  must  do 
|  something,  and  they  said,  “Yes,  we  will 
I  send  somebody  to  Fort  Randall;”  but 
when  they  found  him  it  was  a  wroman, 
[Laughter]  and  Mrs.  McFarland  went 
out  single-handed  there  to  Fort  Randall 
to  hold  aloft  the  banner  of  Christ,  and 
to  gather  in  those  that  were  degraded 
and  down-trodden. 

Now,  we  are  trying  in  my  country  to 
induce'the  women  of  our  church  to  take 
up  a  certain  portion  of  this  work,  pecul¬ 
iarly  suited  to  them,  and  they  are  begin¬ 
ning  to  take  hold  of  it.  It  is  somewhat 
singular  that  our  Women’s  Missionary 
Society  is  just  about  the  same  age  as  that 
in  connection  with  which  we  have  met 


to-day.  About  two  years  ago  they  began 
to  organize.  They  are  making  no  dis¬ 
tinction,  so  far,  between  the  home  and 
the  foreign  work.  They  have  not  entered 
the  foreign  field  yet,  but  hope  to  do  so 
shortly,  and,  in  the  meantime,  they  are 
taking  hold  of  this  work  among  the  In¬ 
dians,  and  very  shortly  we  expect  to  hear 
of  some  results  from  their  efforts. 

I  want  to  say  a  word  of  brotherly  cheer 
to  these  noble  Christian  women  who  are 
moving  in  this  direction  among  your¬ 
selves  at  the  present  time.  They 
have  need  of  encouragement,  for  they 
will  have  many  difficulties.  But,  when 
you  think  for  a  moment  of  the  magni¬ 
tude  of  the  work  which  is  to  be  done,  and  i 
how  well  the  Christian  women  of  this 
land  can  do  it,  I  think  there  is  no  cause  ' 
for  discouragement,  but  every  reason  I 
why  everyone  should  try  to  do  all  that  in 
them  lies  to  help  the  work. 

At  the  time  when  the  Greeks  were 
struggling  for  their  independence  a  great 
many  in  this  land  were  interested  in  the 
matter,  and,  amongst  others,  some  ladies 
down  in  the  South  were  busily  engaged 
in  raising  supplies  to  send  to  the 
people  of  Greece  who  were  struggling 
for  their  independence.  It  happened  that 
Henry  Clay  was  present  with  them  on 
one  afternoon  for  a  short  time,  and  he 
listened  to  their  conversation  and  caught 
some  of  their  enthusiasm.  As  he  went 
out  of  the  house  the  first  thing  that  met 
his  attention  was  two  little  colored  chil¬ 
dren  with  no  clothing  except  their  work¬ 
day  clothing.  He  took  one  in  each  hand, 
and  opened  the  door  and  pushed  them  in 
and  said:  “  Ladies,  the  Greeks  are  at 
your  doors.”  And,  as  I  have  thought 
to-day  of  the  condition  of  the  women  in  i 
Utah,  and  the  condition  of  your  Indian  I 
tribes,  and  the  millions  that  are  pouring  ! 
in  upon  you  from  other  lands  beyond  the 
sea,  I  feel  like  saying  to  you,  Christian 
women  of  America,  the  Greeks  are  at 
your  doors,  and  it  is  time  you  bestir  your¬ 
selves  to  meet  these  great  needs.  [Great 
applause.] 


A  LETTER  FROM  MARY’S  DAUGHTER,  AND  SOME 
COMMENTS  THEREON. 

Dear  Sisters  of  the  Churches :  Many  of  us  have 
read  that  charming  book  “  Mary  and  I,”  and  de¬ 
lighted  in  it,  though  many  of  us  have  turned  from 
it  with  tears,  for  thought  of  the  trials  that  “Mary” 
so  bravely  met. 

I  have  to-day  a  letter  from  one  of  Mary’s  daugh-  , 
ters,  Mrs.  Martha  Biggs  Morris,  who  is  quietly, 
patiently  'wearing  out  in  this  same  Dakota  mission, 
just  because  we  always  give  our  Indian  mission¬ 
aries  twice  more  than  any  one  person  ought  to 
do,  and  then  take  it  as  a  matter  of  course  that  j 


they  are  to  accomplish  it  all,  and  perhaps  a  good 
deal  more.  Why  is  it  that  we  require  so  much 
more  of  our  Indian  missionaries'  than  of  those  we 
send  beyond  the  water  ?  Just  see  what  this  weary 
woman  is  doing : 

“We  shall  need  one  lady  here  this  Fall,  possibly 
two.  It  is  hard  for  those  who  have  not  had  expe¬ 
rience  in  special  kinds  of  work,  to  understand  how 
many  are  required  to  do  that  work.  I  have,  for 
instance,  the  entire  charge  of  all  the  clothing  that 
is  made  here,  for  both  boys  and  girls.  All  the 
girls’  clothing  is  made  here,  and  the  boys’  shirts, 
drawers,  and  a  good  many  pairs  of  pantaloons.” 

I  wonder  how  many  children  there  are  in  this  In¬ 
dian  boarding  school,  to  be  cared  for  in  this  mo¬ 
therly  way  ?  Please  tell  us,  Mrs.  Morris. 

Mrs.  Morris  :  “  The  number  of  boarders  has  been 
twenty-eight.  We  could  have  more,  if  our  poor 
accommodations  could  have  been  further  stretch¬ 
ed.  Three  of  the  girls  board  in  our  family.  We 
have  had  no  provision  for  keeping  them  the  last 
year,  except  the  scant  rations  the  Government  give ; 
but  we  have  been  so  anxious  to  give  the  girls  a 
chance,  that  we  took  them  into  our  own  family.  I 
think  we  cannot  do  it  longer,  on  account  of  our 
own  children.” 

Comment :  Mrs.  Morris  has  likewise  a  husband 
and  four  children  to  be  cooked  for,  sewed  for. 
nursed,  cared  for,  just  as  your  husband  and  mine, 
your  children  and  mine,  need  care  and  nursing. 

“A  young  lady  to  whom  life  is  not  a  burden, 
could  take  some  of  this  care  off  me ;  but  she  could 
not  do  it  all,  and  do  other  work  too.” 

Well  she  ought  not,  even  though  she  could. 
That  ought  to  be  sufficient  for  any  one,  without 
1  the  “other  work  too”;  but — how  about  yourself 
with  all  this  “  other  work  too,”  and  your  own  fam¬ 
ily  also  ? 

Have  a  care,  dear  “Mary’s”  daughter,  or  some 
day,  sooner  perhaps  than  you  imagine,  over-work 
will  fold  your  busy  hands  in  a  rest  in  which  they 
will  be  forever  stilled.  But  then,  where  will  you 
find  pause  for  resting — a  bit  of  “breathing-spell  ”  ? 

I  may  not  blame  you,  for  I  remember  only  too 
well  the  busy,  busy  life  I  led  when  in  one  of  our 
Indian  missions.  I  was  assigned  the  entire  charge 
of  forty-four  Indian  girls,  having  them  constantly 
with  me,  from  October  to  July,  Sabbaths  as  well 
as  week-days,  nights  as  well  as  days,  teaching 
them  to  sew,  to  wash,  to  iron,  to  care  for  their  j 
dormitories,  cutting  garments,  repairing  clothing, 
and  in  two  cases,  nursing  two  of  them  in  typhoid 
fever,  in  addition  to  all  the  daily  care,  doing  all 
that  was  done  for  them  by  night.  Is  it  strange 
that  I  “  broke  down  ” — that  the  “  life-work  ”  I  had 
hoped  to  do  as  a  mission-teacher  was  all  done  up 
in  five  years,  and  that  the  twenty-four  years  sineo 
have  been  years  of  weariness  and  ill-health  ?  Why 
did  I  not  “  take  time  ”  for  resting  ?  Where  was  I 
to  find  it,  either  by  day  or  by  night  ?  So  I  may 
not  well  assume  to  dictate  to  you.  It  might  be 
more  modest  in  me  to  give  less  advice  until  I  can 
practically  show  you  a  “more  excellent  way.” 

But  here  comes  in  a  sorrow  that  is  harder  to  be 
borne  than  all  the  overwork  : 

“I  have  been  greatly  disappointed  this  past 
Winter  that  I  have  had  no  time  to  speak  of  that  I 


could  devote  to  the  study  of  Dakota.  I  have  in 
the  last  two  years  learned  a  good  deal  of  the  lan¬ 
guage,  so  that  I  can  ‘  speak  in  meeting  ’  some¬ 
times;  but  there  are  so  many  times  when  I  might 
say  a  word  for  Jesus,  if  I  could  only  think  faster, 
in  Dakota.” 

O  you  dear,  unreasonable  woman !  Teaching, 
caring  for  your  family,  cutting,  making  garments, 
repairing  for  twenty-eight  young  Indians,  and 
“  disappointed  that  you  have  so  little  time  to 
study  the  language.”  Wouldn’t  you  do  the  work 
of  six  people,  if  you  could  ? 

I  wish  some  one  would  expound  to  me  this  puz¬ 
zle.  When  we  send  missionaries  to  India,  to 
China,  to  Turkey,  we  give  them  regular  teachers 
in  the  language,  and  where  possible,  the  new  mis¬ 
sionary  spends  his  first  year  in  some  mission  fam¬ 
ily,  exempt  even  from  household  care,  that  he 
may  make  the  acquisition  of  the  language  his  first 
and  unhindered  business.  In  our  Indian  mis¬ 
sions,  where  very  small  helps  from  either  books 
or  teachers  can  be  had,  where  a  knowledge  of  the 
language  is  gained  only  by  the  greatest  patience, 
and  with  every  difficulty  possible,  we  allow  our 
missionaries  and  teachers  no  time  for  study,  but 
proceed  at  once  to  fill  their  hands  with  an  abun¬ 
dance  of  work,  leaving  them  to  pick  up  the  lan¬ 
guage  at  their  finger  ends — always  provided  they 
are  “smart”  enough  to  do  so  in  that  way.  Please 
explain  to  my  dull  comprehension  why  this 
difference  in  arrangements  for  our  Eastern  and 
our  Western  missionaries  ? 

“We  greatly  desire  somewhat  better  accommo¬ 
dations  for  our  girls,  of  which  we  have  long  felt 
the  imperative  need.  Do  you  know  of  any  one 
who  is  spoiling  to  give  some  money  to  the  Lord’s 
work — say  $200,  $300,  $400,  or  more  ?  Here  is  a 
good  opportunity.” 

No  ma’am.  I  know  rro  such  person.  I  know 
plenty  who  would  like  to  put  $300  “  or  more  ”  into 
their  own  pockets,  honestly  of  course,  but  am  not 
acquainted  with  any  one  who  “is  spoiling”  to 
give  so  much  to  Indian  missions — “the  Lord’s 
work  ”  indeed,  if  anything  is.  But  I  have  not  a 
doubt  there  are  those  who  would  gladly  give  it, 
over  and  above  their  annual  gift  to  the  Board,  did 
they  but  know  the  need.  Will  it  be  wrong  to  let 
them  know  of  it  ?  I  think  not. 

“We  need  a  good,  comfortable  home,  thorough¬ 
ly  built,  plainly  furnished,  that  will  accommodate 
fifteen  or  sixteen  girls,  and  one  teacher  at  least. 
They  need  a  good  large  room  for  cooking,  wash¬ 
ing,  etc.,  and  another  large  room  for  sewing,  sit¬ 
ting,  and  perhaps  dining-room.  Of  course  they 
would  have  to  eat  in  one  of  the  two.” 

Comment :  They  ought  to  have  a  dining-room 
additional.  How  are  you  in  a  hot  July  day  to 
seat,  say  twenty  persons  at  a  long  table  in  your 
heated  cooking-room,  without  roasting  some  of 
them  near  the  stove  ?  And  if  it  is  washing-day  in 
a  Dakota  Winter,  every  one  of  them  will  have 
pneumonia,  from  the  wet  floors  and  dripping 
j  walls.  And  where  will  you  put  your  washing- 
tubs  ?  Under  the  tablq  ?  The  sewing  and  sitting- 
room  will  do  no  better.  You  have  your  tables 
covered  with  garments  in  all  stages  of  cutting  and 
fitting.  It  is  time  to  prepare  said  tables  for  din¬ 


ner  or  supper.  Away  go  the  garments  and 
“pieces”  into  the  large  work-basket,  all  to  be 
picked  out  and  refitted  before  the  sewing  can  go 
on  again,  at  a  loss  of  just  so  much  precious  time, 
that  is  needed — oh  so  much — for  other  work  that 
is  crowding  up  for  immediate  attention.  And 
then,  after  the  meal  is  over  and  all  is  cleared 
away,  how  about  the  greasy  tables  and  the  un¬ 
painted  floor  ?  Not  very  nice,  the  one  for  a  work¬ 
table,  or  the  other  for  a  sitting-room.  No,  let  us 
have  a  sitting-room,  if  it  be  only  of  logs,  well 
“chinked  and  daubed.” 

“  Then  they  need  closet  room,  a  good  deal  of  it.” 

Says  some  one,  “O  what  should  Indians  want 
of  closet  room '?  What  a  use  is  that  of  mission 
money?  ” 

Let  me  give  a  leaf  out  of  my  own  Indian  experi¬ 
ence,  dear  some  one,  and  see  if  you  will  think 
“plenty  of  it  ”  a  misuse  of  mission  money.  One 
day  I  found  Sylvia  crying  at  the  top  of  her  speed. 

“What  is  it  ?  ”  I  said. 

“Judith  has  stealed  my  fine  riband,  what  my 
pappy  brought  me,”  said  Sylvia  between  her  sobs.  ; 

She  was  a  delicate  little  girl,  often  ill,  two  hun¬ 
dred  miles, from  home;  and  when  her  father  left  j 
her,  he  had  given  her  a  bright  riband  for  her  hair, 
as  a  sort  of  comforter  to  her  homesick  little  heart. 

Judith  was  called  up  and  investigated.  Yes, 
Judith  had  appropriated  and  cut  up  Sylvia’s  riband 
for  her  rag  doll.  “But  I  never  stealed  it — I  only 
took  it.” 

“  Is  not  that  stealing  ?  ” 

“  No  ma’am.  I  never  taked  a  horse." 

To  Judith,  taking  a  horse  was  theft.  Nothing 
else  was.  Judith,  church  member  though  she 
was,  honestly  believed  she  had  kept  the  Eighth 
commandment  unbroken. 

Presently  Lida  came  in  dripping  with  the  driz¬ 
zling  rain.  “Where  is  your  shawl,  Lida  ? ” 

“  Betsy  done  spoil  my  name  out  of  it,  and  taked  | 
it.” 

“  Teacher,  Abby  has  cut  up  Susy’s  new  apron 
for  doll  dress,”  said  Katie. 

What  could  I,  shoxdd  I  do  with  the  little  thieves  ? 
There  was  a  tiny  closet  under  the  stairs — the  only 
closet  to  be  found  in  the  “  Seminary.”  In  it  forty- 
four  nails  were  driven,  each  girl’s  wardrobe 
crowded  upon  one  nail,  the  door  locked,  and 
whenever  a  handkerchief  or  a  shoe  was  wanted,  I 
must  unlock  the  closet,  search  among  the  multi¬ 
tude  of  dresses,  aprons,  shoes,  shawls,  and  what¬ 
not,  until  found,  then  relock,  and  trudge  up-stairs 
again.  O  how  I  did  wish  for  a  small  room  for  my¬ 
self,  opening,  as  a  teacher’s  room  always  should, 
into  the  girls’  sitting-room  ;  a  room  with  a  lounge, 
and  a  plain  rocking-chair,  where,  when  head  and  | 
body  were  aching  with  ague  or  burning  with  fe¬ 
ver,  I  might  lie  down  for  a  few  moments,  and  still 
direct  the  needful  work  that  must  go  on  in  sick¬ 
ness  as  well  as  in  health.  Instead,  my  room  was 
above  stairs ;  we  had  no  sitting-room,  only  the 
school-room,  with  its  immovable  seats  and  desks, 
for  the  girls’  use,  and  the  one  hard  chair  for  the 
tired  matron  :  no  change  of  room  from  rising  bell 
till  retiring  hour.  It  makes  me  ache  now,  twenty- 
four  years  after  it  all,  just  to  remember  that  par¬ 
ticular  weariness. 


But  about  the  “  closet  room.”  A  lady  who  had 
left  the  mission,  visited  us  one  day.  She  said  to 
me  “  Do  you  know  what  that  closet  was  intended 
for  ?  ” 

To  put  away  school  supplies,  I  suppose ;  but 
you  see  what  it  has  come  to.” 

No,  that  is  not  it  at  all.  When  Dean  built  it, 
he  remembered  the  ‘  prayer  closets  ’  of  the  girls’ 
school  in  Ooroomiah,  and  he  said  there  should 
be  one  ‘  prayer  closet  ’  for  these  girls.  Just  one 
closet  for  forty-four  pupils,  and  even  that  you 
have  locked.  We  used  to  say  ‘Why  are  there  no 
souls  given  us  for  our  labors  ?  ’  But  won’t  you 
tell  me  where,  if  the  Lord  converted  one  of  these 
children,  she  could  go  alone  to  pray  ?  ” 

And  I  could  not  reply,  for  I  had  fretted  over 
that  question  many  an  hour,  when  no  one  was 
waking  but  myself.  Give  Mrs.  Morris  “closet 
room,  and  plenty  of  it,”  not  forgetting  a  few  dol¬ 
lars  for  a  “prayer  closet”— yes,  for  two  or  three 
of  them. 

“  They  must  have  a  place  for  drying  clothes  in 
Winter.  This  people  are  so  liable  to  colds  and 
consumption,  that  I  am  emphatic  about  their  not 
hanging  clothes  out  of  doors.” 

Wise  Mrs.  Morris.  Prevention  is  better  than 
cure.  She  is  right  on  that  point.  Give  these 
girls  a  drying-room,  and  save  not  only  their  souls, 
but  their  bodies  as  well,  that  they  may  go  out 
from  their  mission  school  strong,  well,  able  to  be¬ 
come  teachers  of  their  own  people  in  their  own 
language  too. 

Well,  I  have  about  appropriated  that  “$300  or 
more,”  and  have  not  said  a  word  for  sleeping- 
rooms.  Where  will  they  come  from  ?  I  see  no 
way  but  to  hang  the  girls  up  on  pegs  o’  nights,  all 
in  a  row,  like  so  many  rag-dolls.  How  will  that 
do,  Mrs.  Morris  ? 

“All  this  is  desired  for  the  girls,  if  possible; 

'  but  if  the  time  liffs  not  come  for  the  best  to  be 
done  for  them,  perhaps  some  large-hearted  ones 
will  still  help  us  to  do  better  by  our  boys  and 
girls  than  our  present  straitened  accommodations 
will  allow.  The  boys’  room,  in  which  they  sit  to 
study,  write,  or  do  anything  proper,  is  so  cold  on 
a  windy  day,  with  its  worn  door  and  open  cracks ! 
Surely  if  some  of  the  Lord’s  wealthy  ones  could 
see  them  eating  from  tin  plates,  off  a  bare  table, 
their  hearts  would  be  opened  to  give  us  better  ac¬ 
commodations  for  them.” 

Some  one  says  “  Missions  and  mission  buildings 
do  cost  so  much.”  Yes,  friend,  they  do — they 
must.  And  what  did  your  salvation  cost  ?  And 
what  is  “$300  or  $400,  or  more,”  to  the  strength 
and  health,  and  life  itself,  these  Indian  mission¬ 
aries  are  giving  to  this  the  Church’s  wTork  ?  If 
the  Lord  of  the  harvest  has  called  “Mary’s”  chil¬ 
dren  to  the  reaping,  has  He  not  called  us  to  fur¬ 
nish  them  with  the  needed  implements  and  build¬ 
ings  for  gathering  and  garnering  His  precious 
grain  ?  Shall  they  have  them  ? 

If  any  one  has  that  much-needed  “  $400  or 
more,”  or  any  fraction  thereof,  and  is  minded 
thus  to  devote  it,  Mrs.  Wyllys  K.  Morris,  Sissiton 
Agency,  Dakota  Territory,  or  Rev.  S.  R.  Riggs, 
LL.D.,  Beloit,  Wis.,  will  tell  you  where  to  send  it. 

Yours  in  His  service,  Birdalane. 


THOSE  INDIAN-  WOMEN. 


“  My  stock  of  pretty  ribands  is  running  low,  and 
if  you  know  of  any  one  who  wishes  dreadfully  to 
help  me,  tell  them  I  should  like  some  pretty  chil¬ 
dren’s  dresses,  aprons,  bibs,  bonnets,  cut  and 
basted,  ready  for  sewiag.  Indeed,  garments  of 
any  kind  or  any  size,  men’s  shirts  or  women’s  gar¬ 
ments,  will  be  gladly  received,  so  that  they  are 
prepared  for  my  women  to  sew  them.” 

This  from  a  missionary  lady  among  the  Dakota 
Indians.  Well,  well,  well.  We  all  supposed  that 
missionaries  lived  on  “  angels’  food,”  and  ought  to 
be  willing  to  dress  like  John  the  Baptist  in  the 
wilderness  (all  for  the  good  of  the  cause,  you 
know).  Whatever  call  should  they  have  for  such 
foolishness  as  “  pretty  ribands  ”  and  “pretty  chil¬ 
dren’s  dresses  ”  ?  Those  things  are  for  us  stay-at- 
home  Christians,  who  don’t  trouble  ourselves  with 
missions  to  the  Indians. 

But,  “  for  my  women  to  sew  ”  must  mean  some¬ 
thing.  O  yes.  Now  I  have  it.  She  does  not 
ask  “pretty  ribands”  and  “pretty  children’s 
dresses  ”  for  herself  or  her  little  ones.  It  is  for 
the  Indian  women  of  the  Dakota  Indian  churches 
— eleven  churches  I  think  there  are,  with  800  In¬ 
dian  members.  These  Christian  women  have 
banded  themselves  together  in  Societies  to  earn 
money  in  various  ways,  for  sending  Indian  preach¬ 
ers  to  the  wild  bands,  far,  far  away  to  the  West. 
How  to  earn,  is  the  question.  They  are  very  poor. 
Hardly  a  woman  among  them  could  sell  her  whole 
wardrobe  for  $15.  But  if  they  can  get  material  to 
sew  upon — the  mission  ladies  directing  their  at¬ 
tempts  at  sewing — they  can  make  up  garments 
which  sell  readily  at  fair  prices  to  Indians,  who 
desiring  to  dress  in  citizens’  clothing,  are  glad  to 
buy  them  ready  made.  Material  on  Indian  reser¬ 
vations  is  scarce  and  expensive.  The  missionary 
ladies  are  sometimes  much  troubled  for  cloth  for 
garments  for  this  work.  And  then  the  time  it 
takes,  and  the  labor  needful  (often  when  they  are 
so  weary)  to  cut  and  prepare  the  garments  ready 
for  sewing.  Cannot  we  help  them  a  bit  in  their 
weariness  by  sending  them  a  box  of  prepared  work, 
and  at  the  same  time  encourage  our  Indian  sisters 
in  their  efforts  to  send  the  Gospel  to  the  yet  wild 
Indian  upon  the  plains  ?  They  will  appreciate  the 
sympathy  thus  shown.  I  know  they  will,  for  I 
once  met  these  Indian  women  when  holding  their  , 
annual  meeting  at  Brown  Earth,  Dakota,  and  I 
know  whereof  I  speak.  They  had  come  up,  two 
hundred  strong,  to  report  their  work  for  the  year. 
Their  earnings  for  the  year  amounted  to  over  $200. 
Some  had  been  earned  by  bead-work,  some  by  sew¬ 
ing  ;  some  in  one  way,  some  in  another.  But  it 
had  been  earned  and  given  out  of  the  deepest  pov. 
erty.  What  should  be  done  with  it  ?  There  had 
come  a  call  from  a  wild,  ignorant  band  about 
I  Devil’s  Lake,  away  almost  on  the  British-Ameri- 
cau  border,  for  a  native  Indian  preacher  to  come 
out  and  tell  them  of  this  “  Jesus’  religion.” 

I  Rev.  Daniel  Renville  would  leave  his  new  home- 
!  stead  and  his  new  log-house,  just  ready  for  occu¬ 
pancy,  and  go  to  them  for  the  Winter.  But  how 
could  he  live,  even  in  the  plainest  manner  ?  The 
j  Dakota  Indian  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  to 


which  all  the  Societies  of  Dakota  women  are  aux-  [ 
iliary,  would  pay  the  expense  of  sending  him.  He 
went,  and  I  have  heard  that  a  Presbyterian  church 
has  been  organized  at  Devil’s  Lake,  and  not  long 
ago  I  heard  that  one  Indian  woman  had  sent  a  mes¬ 
sage  to  one  of  her  more  civilized  Indian  sisters,  to 
this  effect :  “We  have  school  sometimes,  we  have 
a  church,  and  best  of  all,  we  have  a  Mission  Soci¬ 
ety,  and  are  earning  money  to  send  a  preacher  to 
the  wild  ones.”  Would  it  not  be  “just  nice”  to 
send  the  mission  ladies  a  box  of  garments  cut  and 
fitted,  for  these  Indian  women  to  make  and  sell 
for  so  good  a  work  ? 

Let  us  see.  There  is  a  good  bit  left  of  Mattie’s 
Summer  suit.  It  is  just  the  thing  for  a  child’s 
dress.  In  the  “piece-bag  ”  in  the  long  closet  are 
two  yards  of  pretty  print,  and  some  bits  of  trim¬ 
ming,  just  enough  for  two  pretty  aprons  for  some 
child,  and  up  on  the  high  shelf,  laid  by  as  useless, 
is  the  pretty  wrapper  that  Jenny  has  outgrown. 
The  material  is  nice  and  good.  You  can  cut  a  nice 
child’s  dress  from  it,  and  I  can  match  it  with  a  bit 
of  nice  muslin,  left  over  from  Willie’s  shirts,  quite 
large  enough  to  make  two  garments  for  the  same 
child. 

If  perchance  some  garment  is  laid  aside  that 
seems  hardly  best  to  make  over,  and  yet  has  a 
deal  of  wear  in  it,  do  not  be  afraid  to  tuck  that  in. 
It  may  be  just  the  thing  for  one  of  our  boys  or 
girls  in  the  school,  or  for  some  destitute  child  or 
forlorn  widow.  Only,  please  don't  send  worn  and 
ragged  garments.  We  must  not  forget  the  bright 
bits  of  riband.  They  are  for  bead-work ;  and  bits 
of  nice  velvet,  silk,  and  rep,  come  in  good  for  the 
same.  I  think  we  can  do  it. 

Mrs.  Wyllys  K.  Morris,  Sissiton  Agency,  Dakota 
Territory,  will  tell  us,  if  we  ask  her,  where  and  how  1 
to  send  our  box.  Only  let  us  not  ask  her  too  many 
questions,  for  she  has  many  calls  upon  her  time 
and  strength,  more  than  I  would  like  to  answer.  1 
We  must  not  forget  to  pay  freight  on  these  boxes. 
The  missionaries  ought  not  to  do  it,  our  Indian  | 
sisters  cannot,  and  if  any  one  should  happen  to 
slip  in  a  nice  book,  or  a  pretty  dress  pattern,  as  a 
remembrance  to  these  tired,  toiling  missionary 
sisters,  well — it  would  hurt  none  of  us,  and  might 
brighten  next  Christmas  for  them.  Shall  we  see 
what  we  can  do  ?  Birdalane. 


WOMAN’S  MISSION  IN  OUR  OWN 
LAND. 

BY  MRS.  J.  W.  ALLEN. 

Some  will  say  our  own  laud  is  a  Chris¬ 
tian  land,  and  all  can  hear  the  Gospel  if 
they  choose.  How  little  such  people  know 
the  deplorable  condition  of  some  parts  of 
our  country ;  for  while  in  our  cities  and 
towns  and  thickly  populated  country  this 
may  be  the  case,  as  we  move  southward 
and  westward  the  scene  changes  and  only 
those  who  are  on  Missionary  ground,  and 
have  an  insight  into  the  Home  Mission 
field  can  fully  understand  the  situation. 


There  is  truth  in  the  words  of  one  of 
our  missionaries  when  he  wrote,  “Our 
vast  pioneer  armies  that  are  ever  pressing 
onward  must  have  the  necessary  chaplains 
who  shall  faithfully  preach  Christ,  for  in 
this  continual  moving  of  our  people  there 
is  a  strong  tendency  to  barbarism.  Moving 
merely  for  gain,  as  thousands  do,  Chris¬ 
tianity  is  often  ignored,  and  while  the 
parents  may  know  something  of  the  plan 
of  redemption,  tliey  never  teach  it  to  their 
children.”  Do  not  such  parents  and  such 
children  need  the  Gospel  almost  as  mnch 
as  the  heathen  around  them?  We  cannot 
all  go  as  Missionaries,  but  we  can  give 
of  our  means  to  support  those  who  have 
left  home,  friends,  culture  and  refinement, 
that  they  may  carry  the  Gospel  into  the 
wilderness,  and  tell  the  “old,  old  story” 
to  perishing  sinners.  Let  us  never  for¬ 
get  that  there  are  many  gentle  and  refined 
women  braving  dangers  and  enduring 
hardships  and  privations,  that  they  may 
either  alone,  or  by  their  husband’s  side, 
carry  forward  this  glorious  work.  What 
cannot  woman  do  if  she  is  imbued  with 
the  spirit  of  Christ  and  consecrated  to 
His  service? 

Thousands,  whose  names  will  never  be 
recorded  here,  have  gone  up  through  fiery 
trials  to  the  mansions  above,  carrying 
their  trophies  with  them.  One  of  them 
has  said,  “I  would  not  exchange  my  call¬ 
ing  for  the  position  of  the  greatest  on 
earth.  The  labor  is  nothing,  the  priva¬ 
tion  is  aothing,  provided  I  can  preach  the 
Gospel  to  needy  and  perishing  sinners. 
All  I  ask  is  to  live  the  life,  die  the  death, 
and  receive  the  re  ward  of  a  devoted  Home 
Missionary.” 

But  the  question  is,  What  is  this  great 
work  to  be  accomplished  at  home?  It  is 
not  strange  this  inquiry  is  often  made,  for 
while  thousands  of  essays  and  letters  are 
published  yearly  in  regard  to  Woman’s 
Work  for  Women  in  Foreign  Lands,  very 
little  has  been  written  or  said  of  the  per¬ 
ishing  thousands  in  our  own.  It  seems 
strange,  and  yet  alas!  it  is  too  true,  that 
in  this  civilized  land  of  wh;ch  we  boast, 
over  300,000  women  alone,  not  counting 
men  and  children,  are  living  in  the  lowest 
degradation  and  vice,  and  are  as  truly 
heathen  as  any  in  Africa  or  Asia.  For  eve¬ 
ry  Christian  woman  in  our  Church  there  is 
one  heathen  woman  in  our  land.  There 
are  throughout  the  great  northwest 
and  southwest  multitudes  of  the  different 
and  mixed  races  who  have  never  heard 
that  a  Saviour  died  to  redeem  them. 
Among  the  uncivilized  Indians  there  are 
150,000  women  ;  there  are  75,000  Mexican 
women  in  our  country.  12,000  Aztecs,  and 
15,000  in  Alaska :  then  50,000  more  among 


the  Mormons.  The  majority  of  these 
none  but  women  can  reach.  Among 
the  Mexican  and  Mormon  women,  men 
cannot  go  to  teach  and  preach  the 
Gospel,  for  many  reasons.  Their  homes 
seem  as  intolerable  and  almost  as  inac- 
cessable  as  the  Zenanas  in  India,  and  the 
Harems  in  Turkey,  and  the  women  are 
ignorant,  miserable,  and  wretched,  and 
ever  will  be  until  they  are  taught  the 
Christian  religion,  in  all  its  simplicity  and 
purity,  by  women  living  holy,  consecrated 
lives.  The  Indians,  Mexican  and  Aztecs 
are  given  to  idolatry  in  various  forms,  of 
which  we  will  write  hereafter. 

The  field  is  white  for  the  harvest  and 
are  we  not  called  upon  to  send  forth  labor¬ 
ers  to  gather  in  this  harvest  of  immortal 
souls;  they  are  calling  to  us  for  help  and, 
shall  we  deny  them  the  light  of  God’s 
truth?  Are  the  souls  of  heathen  women 
in  other  lands  more  precious  than  those 
in  our  own  country?  Surely  not.  Then 
while  we  do  not  neglect  the  Foreign  field, 
let  us  put  forth  more  earnest  efforts  to 
advance  our  Home  work,  that  these  great 
multitudes  go  not  down  to  eternal  death. 
§300  will  sustain  a  female  teacher  among 
the  Mormons  for  one  year;  $500  a  mis¬ 
sionary  among  the  Indians,  Mexicans, 
Aztecs,  and  also  in  Alaska. 

Oh,  that  our  eyes  might  be  opened  to 
the  magnitude  of  this  work,  and  that  God 
would  inspire  within  our  hearts  a  more 
fervent  desire  to  consecrate  all  that  we 
have  and  are  to  the  dear  Saviour  who  has 
redeemed  us  with  His  precious  blood. 

Let  us  pray  the  Holy  Spirit  to  quicken  us 
for  this  work. 

If  but  one  earnest  Christian  woman  in 
every  church  would  feel  the  importance 
of  organization  and  systematic  work,  and 
with  prayerful  zeal  would  enter  into  it, 
what  great  results  would  follow!  “A 
little  leaven  leaveneth  the  whole  lump.” 
Soon  societies  would  be  organized  in  all 
our  churches,  for  the  young  as  well  as 
the  old ;  the  missionary  spirit  would  grow 
and  increase,  and  all  these  little  tributa¬ 
ries  flowing  in  together  would  be  like  a 
broad  majestic  river,  moving  on  with  in¬ 
creasing  strength  until  it  reaches  the 
mighty  ocean,  and  there  offers  up  its 
sparkling  treasures  to  increase  and 
strengthen  the  resistless  power  of  the 
“great  deep.”  Our  little  mites  seem 
small  to  us,  but  with  God’s  blessing  upon 
them  they  may  do  more  than  we  can  ever 
know  towards  bringing  about  the  glad 
day  when  all  shall  know  that  Jesus  died 
to  save  them. 

We  shall  meet  with  discouragements,  but 
we  must  persevere  in  our  work,  and  we 
shall  surely  “reap  if  we  faint  not,”  and 
if  we  come  with  faith  and  confidence  to 
our  Heavenlv  Father,  claiming  His  prom¬ 


ises,  He  will  reward  our  labors,  and  not 
only  will  our  Home  Missions  be  sus¬ 
tained  and  blessed,  but  the  nations  that 
lie  in  darkness  will  receive  the  light  of 
God’s  truth  and  be  cleansed  from  sin. 

— Published  by  the  Woman's  Board  of 
Presbyterian  Missions  for  the  Southwest. 

RELIGIOUS  DESTITUTION. 

The  impenitent  sons  and  daughters  of 
Presbyterian  ministers,  elders,  and  lay¬ 
men  are  in  the  West  and  without  a 
preached  gospel. 

Shall  this  state  of  things  continue  ? 
Ministers  are  ready  to  go,  and  the 
Board  of  Home  Missions  to  send  them. 
Will  the  Church  furnish  the  money  ? 

Brethrenjin  the  Ministry.  There  are 
your  own  brothers  and  sisters  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  flesh  without  the  gospel. 
Can  you  know  it  and  not  plead  with 
your  people  to  remember  their  steward¬ 
ship  ? 

Brethren  of  the  Eldership — Chris¬ 
tian  parents — I  met  and  conversed 
with  your  children  there.  Some  I  saw 
at  the  billiard -table,  taking  downward 
steps  ;  some  at  the  bar,  and  some  at 
low  dance  houses.  No  Sabbath-school, 
no  church,  no  minister  to  remind  them 
of  early  obligations,  or  to  throw  around 
them  right  influences,  and  encourage 
them  in  right  ways.  They  are  frank 
to  confess  that  they  were  brought  up 
differently.  They  would  not  for  any 
consideration  have  you  know  their 
ways,  but  all  the  influence  around 
them  is  evil,  and  only  evil,  and  they 
are  gradually  drawn  downward.  Could 
you  see  and  meet  them  as  the  pioneer 
missionary  does,  you  would  feel  that 
something  must  be  done,  and  that  at 
once.  You  would  give  beyond  your 
means,  and  eneourage  all  your  friends 
to  do  the  same,  that  there  might  be 
funds  sufficient  to  support  ministers  in 
all  such  places. 

Shall  the  hundreds  in  the  mines  have 
the  gospel  ?  And  the  hundreds  and 
thousands  in  other  settlements  similar¬ 
ly  situated,  shall  they  have  the  gospel  ? 
Or  must  your  children  {for  they  are 
very  largely  American)  that  come  to 
the  Far  West  be  compelled  to  live  and 
die  without  the  gospel,  which  you  are 
able  to  furnish  ?  Think  of  it.  Let  it 
lie  heavy  upon  your  heart.  It  is  a  sol¬ 
emn  thing.  Your  own  children  are 
perishing — will  you  save  ? 


SYNODICAL  COMMITTEE 


FOR 


It  is  no  longer  a  question  whether  it 
is  expedient  to  have  separate  organi¬ 
zations  of  women  for  the  promotion  of 
Home  Missions.  This  point  is  already 
settled  : 

1.  By  the  General  Assembly  of  1875 
directing  the  Board  of  Home  Missions 
to  organize  such  societies.  And  by  the 
Assembly  of  1876,  giving  directions  to 
the  Synods  with  reference  to  such  or¬ 
ganizations. 

2.  By  the  action  of  the  large  and  in¬ 
fluential  Eastern  Synods  of  Columbus, 
Erie,  Pittsburg,  Harrisburg,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Albany  and  others,  urging  such 
organizations  upon  their  respective 
Presbyteries  and  churches. 

3.  By  the  actual  commencement  of 
such  organizations  in  hundreds  of 
churches. 

The  movement  being  already  under 
way,  nothing  is  left  but  to  give  it  such 
direction,  that  it  shall  accomplish  the 
greatest  good 

To  prevent  all  possible  conflict  of 
jurisdiction  or  future  complica'ions, 
the  Assembly  very  wisely  directed  that 
the  organization  should  be  under  the 
control  of  the  existing  Board  of  Home 
Missions,  and  its  operations  an  inte¬ 
gral  part  of  the  work  of  that  Board. 

Consequently,  the  new  organizations 
will  have  no  appointing  power,  or  even 
official  advisory  power.  But  their 
work  will  be,  by  an  organized  effort  to 
secure  the  more  efficient  dissemination 
of  Home  Mission  information,  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  local  organizations,  both 
among  the  women  and  Sabbath-schools, 
and  the  collection  of  funds. 

The  simplest  form  of  such  a  move¬ 
ment  is  the  organization  of  a  Women’s 
Society  in  each  individual  congrega¬ 
tion  ;  or  the  enlargement  of  the  powers 
of  existing  Sewing  Societies  or  other 
ladies’  organizations  to  promote  the  in¬ 
terests  of  Home  Missions 


SUPERVISION. 

But  to  secure  the  establishment  of  such 
societies,  keep  them  in  existence,  en¬ 
courage  them,  and  increase  their  effi¬ 
ciency,  as  in  all  other  forms  of  adminis¬ 
tration,  supervision  is  necessary. 

To  accomplish  this  supervision,  the 
General  Assembly  has  directed  the 
Synods  “  that  they  annually  appoint  a 
committee  of  ladies,  who  shall  be  the 
Central  Executive  Committee  of  Wo¬ 
man’s  Home  Mission  Work  for  that 
Synod.”  It  is  advisable  that  this  Com¬ 
mittee  should  be  composed  of  at  least 
one  lady  from  each  Presbytery  of  the 
Synod — each  lady  having  the  general 
oversight  of  woman’s  work  in  the 
Presbytery  which  she  represents. 

The  Synodical  Committee  shall  have 
the  management  of  women’s  and  chil¬ 
dren’s  work  for  Home  Missions  within 
the  bounds  of  the  Synod,  under  the 
general  direction  of  the  Secretaries  of 
the  Assembly’s  Board,  such  as  organiz¬ 
ing  societies  in  churches  and  bands  in 
Sabbath-schools — supplying  them  with 
information,  circulars,  etc. — assisting 
them  in  laying  out  their  work,  suggest¬ 
ing  approved  methods  of  conducting 
them,  and  in  various  ways  watching 
over  their  interests  and  promoting  their 
efficiency. 

The  Committee  should  inake  an  an¬ 
nual  report  both  to  the  Synod  and  to 
the  Assembly’s  Board  at  New  York. 

SUBDIVISION  OF  PRESBYTERIES. 

At  the  discretion  of  the  Synodical 
Committee  of  Ladies,  the  churches  of 
each  Presbytery  may  be  divided  up 
into  groups  of  ten  or  twi  lve  churches, 
and  a  lady  appointed  for  each  group, 
who  will  consent  to  visit,  at  her  cwn 
expense,  each  one  of  the  churches  in 
her  group  at  least  once  during  the 
Synodical  year,  and  confer  with  the 
ladies  of  the  same,  concerning  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  home  work.  It  being 
understood  that  in  each  congregation 


they  shall  first  secure  the  permission, 
and,  as  far  as  possible,  hearty  co-opera¬ 
tion  of  the  pastor  and  session,  in  any' 
proposed  movement. 

COUNTRY  CHURCHES. 

And,  as  the  case  in  some  country 
churches,  wherever  it  may  not  be  ex¬ 
pedient  to  organize  a  society,  have  the 
pastor  or  session  nominate  a  lady,  who 
shall  be  the  Home  Mission  correspond¬ 
ent  of  the  ladies  of  that  church,  keep¬ 
ing  the  Synodical  Committee  informed 
of  the  Home  Mission  movements  of  the 
church,  and  be  the  local  agent  of  the 
Committee  for  disseminating  the  nec¬ 
essary  information  among  the  ladies  of 
the  congregation. 

I  o  o 

In  many  such  cases  it  may  be  advis- 
|  able  to  circulate  among  them  little 
“  paper  boxes  ”  or  banks  prepared  for 
the  purpose,  to  receive  the  constant 
contributions  of  the  household,  the  con¬ 
tents  of  which  can  be  gathered  quarter- 

ANNUAL  MEETING. 

For  mutual  conference,  comparison 
of  work,  formation  of  pla ->s,  etc.,  it  will 
be  well  for  the  Synodical  Committee  to 
have  an  annual  meeting.  It  may  also 
add  to  the  interest  of  the  work  for  the 
ladies  ot  individual  Synods  to  take  up 
individual  fields,  like  Minnesota,  Texas, 
New  Mexico,  Arizona,  Utah,  Washing¬ 
ton  Territory,  etc. 

FUNDS. 

The  contribution  of  each  individual 
organization  should  be  sent  directly  to 
0.  D.  Easton,  Esq  ,  P.  0.  Box  3,863, 
New  York  City,  New  York,  and  the 
ladies’  or  children’s  organization  will 
receive  seperate  credit  therefor,  and 
the  amount  thus  contributed  can  be  re¬ 
ported  to  the  Synodical  Committee. 

CANVASSING  COMMITTEE. 

In  each  organization  there  should 
be  a  Canvassing  Committee  to  secure 
subscriptions  to  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Presbyterian,  at  fifty  cents  a  year 
for  each  subscriber. 

The  reading  of  this  Home  Mission 
paper  will  supply  the  information  and 
furnish  the  materials  for  making  so¬ 
ciety  meetings  both  profitable  and  in¬ 
teresting.  Wherever  regularly  read, 
it  largely  increases  the  money  contri¬ 
butions  to  the  cause. 


For  the  successful  working  of  the 
Synodical  Committee,  all  will  depend 
upon  the  executive  ability  and  personal 
consecration  of  the  ladies  composing 
these  committees.  They  should,  as  lar 
as  possible,  be  prominent  in  their  re¬ 
spective  Presbyteries,  enthusiastic  in 
the  work,  and  with  sufficient  means  to 
1  meet  the  necessary  expenses  of  postage 
and  traveling.  Their  accepting  such 
an  appointment  should  be  felt  to  be  a 
personal  dedication  of  themselves  to 
the  work. 


BOARD  OF  HOME  MISSIONS, 

No.  23  Centre  Street,  New  York. 


AN  APPEAL  TO  CHRISTIAN  WOMEN. 


Great  Enlargement  of  PIome  Missionary 
Work  in  Utah,  New  Mexico  and 
Alaska. 

Suitable  Buildings  for  Chapels  and  School 
Houses  an  Immediate  Necessity. 


Women  began  this  Work. 

The  first  effort  to  evangelize  the  neglected  and 
misguided  populations  in  these  distant  Territories 
sprang  from  the  fertile  brain  and  warm  hearts  of 
Christian  women.  They  were  the  first  to  make 
an  effort  in  behalf  of  their  own  sex  who  were  the 
devotees  of  the  Papacy,  or  Mormonism,  or  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  heathen  tribes  of  Indians.  Step  by  step 
have  they  gone  forward,  working  through  the 
Board  of  Home  Missions,  till  now  there  are  on  this 
field,  or  under  appointment,  more  than  fifty  Mis¬ 
sionaries  and  teachers — twenty-four  in  Utah, 
twenty-three  in  New  Mexico,  and  five  in  Alaska. 

(2.)  A  large  share  of  the  means  necessary  to 
carry  on  the  work  has  been  furnished  by  the  wo¬ 
men. 

As  it  was  primarily  a  work  for  women  and  chil¬ 
dren,  nearly  every  Missionary  sent  into  the  field 
having  conducted  or  directed  a  school,  it  was  ap¬ 
propriate  and  wise  that  the  women  should  furnish 
a  large  part  of  the  funds;  this  they  have  continued 
to  do  to  the  present  time. 

(3.)  We  hope  and  expect  that  the  women  will 
furnish  the  necessary  means  for  present  work  and 
its  expected  enlargement. 

Burdened  as  we  are  with  other  work,  we  trust 
them  to  furnish  the  funds  for  this  new  department ; 
hence  when  the  Board  undertook  the  expansion  of 
the  work  as  it  pressed  on  us  in  this  new  form,  we 


saw  in  it  an  appropriate  field  for  the  labors  and 
zeal  and  sacrifices  of  self-denying  women,  and  we 
said  : 

“  So  far  as  may  be  practical,  the  financial  support  for 
this  school-work  shall  be  committed  to  the  women  of  our 
church  as  their  special  trust,  out  of  whose  contributions, 
without  drawing  upon  our  regular  Home  Missionary  Fund, 
shall  be  taken  what,  in  our  judgment,  may  be  needed  for 
this  work.” 

In  an  appeal  we  made  to  you  last  winter  we 
said  : 

“  The  Board  appeals,  with  confidence  to  the  women  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  for  aid  to  undertake  and  carry  on 
this  department  of  the  great  work  laid  upon  it  by  the 
General  Assembly.” 

To  our  appeals  you  have  responded  promptly 
and  generously.  Your  contributions,  to  a  large 
extent,  have  supported  the  Missionaries  and 
teachers. 

Chapels  and  School  Buildings. 

But  we  have  reached  a  new  phase  of  this  work. 
Success  always  brings  enlarged  responsibility. 
Suitable  buildings  for  the  Missionaries  and  teachers 
have  become  a  pressing  and  imperative  necessity. 
And  this  new  work,  in  addition  to  all  they  have 
been  doing  before,  we  must  also  commit  to  the 
women  of  the  church.  Chapels  and  school-houses 
are  essential  to  a  prosperous  beginning  and  to  any 
permanent  work  of  success.  We  lost  much  last 
year  for  want  of  such  buildings,  and  we  must  con¬ 
tinue  to  lose  till  the  want  is  supplied. 

Says  one  of  our  Missionaries  in  Utah: 

“  We  have  sixty  in  one  Sunday  School  almost  every 
Sabbath,  and,  but  for  the  miserable  little  hovel  in  which 
we  are  obliged  to  hold  our  services,  would  have  many 
more.  But  when  I  tell  you  we  are  obliged  to  hold  our 
services  at  eight  in  the  evening,  in  a  little,  low-roofed 
adobe  hut,  12x24,  and  cut  into  two  by  a  partition,  each 
room  packed  full  of  desks  and  seats  for  children,  and  that 
the  miserable  rookery  is  full  of  vermin,  that  the  rooms  are 
so  low  and  small  that  when  the  lamps  are  lighted  the  heat 
is  fearful,  you  will  understand  why  these  people  are  not 
enthusiastic  to  attend  these  hot  evenings.” 

Another  says  : 

“  The  great  lack  is  to  get  a  building.  There  might 
just  as  well  be  a  school  of  seventy-five  scholars  as  of  thirty- 
five.  But  the  only  building  that  could  be  obtained  was  a 
dwelling  house,  and  that  had  to  be  given  up  last  week. 

“  Already  Mr.  L.  has  paid  out  of  his  own  pocket  $315 
during  the  y'ear  for  rent  and  other  necessary  expenses  of  the 
school,  thereby  pinching  himself  in  a  way  which  grieved 
me  to  behold.” 

A  Missionary  in  New  Mexico  speaking  of  his 
field,  says : 

“  We  do  need  a  church  building  at  both  places  very 
much  indeed.  At  Ocate  we  meet  in  a  private  room  (though 
\  large),  in  a  common  dwelling,  when  the  usual  congregation 
I  get  in  it  is  so  full  that  I  wonder  often  how  we  endure  it.” 

A  Missionary  and  his  family  were  sent  to  the 
Zufii  Indians  in  Western  New  Mexico  last  fall. 
No  suitable  building  could  be  found  for  his  family, 
or  for  school  and  church  purposes.  The  consequent 
discomfort  and  exposure  of  the  winter  so  broke 
j  down  his  health  that  he  was  compelled  to  leave 
the  field  in  early  Spring,  and  it  is  still  feared  that 
the  seeds  of  fatal  disease  have  been  sown  in  his 
system. 


With  funds  raised  by  the  women  of  Rochester 
Presbytery  and  other  parts  of  the  country,  we  are 
putting  up  suitable  buildings  to  furnish  a  better 
opportunity  for  successful  missionary  effort  among 
the  people.  Past  experience  there  has  taught  us 
that  such  buildings  are  indispensable. 

The  Missionaries  and  teachers  in  Alaska  are  also 
suffering  greatly  for  suitable  buildings.  They  have 
been  allowed  to  preach  the  Gospel  and  open  their 
schools  in  Government  buildings,  both  at  Sitka  and 
Fort  Wrangel.  But  this  arrangement  cannot  be 
permanent. 

These  are  only  specimens  of  what  is  wanted  at 
nearly  every  place  in  all  these  great  Territories 
where  we  have  preaching  stations  or  schools. 
What  we  want  is  just  what  is  furnished  to  the 
Freedmen  at  the  South,  namely,  a  chapel  which 
can  be  used  for  a  school  room  during  the  week ,  and 
for  Sabbath  Schools  and  the  worship  of  God  on 
the  Sabbath. 

But  you  may  ask,  why  is  not  this  appropriate 
work  for  the  Church  Erection  Board  ?  The  reply 
is,  that  the  Board  is  forbidden  by  its  Buies  or 
Charter  to  aid  in  the  erection  of  a  chapel  where 
there  is  no  church  organization.  But  among  the 
Mormons  and  Mexicans  and  Indians,  we  need  the 
chapel  and  the  school  house  for  the  purpose  of 
preparing  the  way  for  church  organization.  We 
must  begin  at  the  foundation  ;  we  must  teach  the 
children,  and  preach  to  all,  repentance  towards 
God  and  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  We 
must  have  a  place  to  teach  and  preach  in  before 
we  can  find  believers  to  organize  into  a  church. 
This  is  the  pressing  demand  of  the  hour. 

Ladies’  Societies  have  secured  possession  of 
valuable  property  in  Santa  Fe  and  Las  Vegas,  in 
New  Mexico,  and  stock  in  various  other  buildings, 
some  fully  and  some  but  partially  paid  for. 

Such  Societies  have  built  Sanitariums  and  school- 
houses,  and  residences  for  Missionaries  and  teachers 
in  foreign  lands.  And  they  have  done  well.  We 
beg  of  you  to  undertake  the  same  kind  of  work  ' 
for  your  native  land.  We  appeal  to  Ladies’  So¬ 
cieties  in  single  churches  or  Presbyteries  to  under¬ 
take,  singly  or  by  your  combined  efforts,  to  secure 
a  building  for  school  and  church  purposes  at  Taos — 
the  Indian  Pueblo  of  Jemez — or  Ocate,  New 
Mexico  ;  Springville,  Brigham  City,  Manti,  Eph¬ 
raim  or  Logan,  Utah;  or  for  a  home  for  girls  at 

Fort  Wrangel,  or  for  a  chapel  there  or  at  Sitka, 
the  Capital  of  Alaska. 

This  work  needs  to  be  done  at  all  these  or  other 
stations,  and  it  will  need  to  be  done  whenever  we 
establish  a  preaching  station,  a  Missionary  or  a 
school.  And  it  needs  to  be  done  at  once. 

How  sad  it  must  be  to  turn  such  children  back 
to  their  dark  and  heathen  houses  because  there  is 
no  room  to  receive  them  !  And  how  useless  it  is 
to  send  out  the  teacher  or  the  Missionary  unless 
we  can  fqrnish  him  a  suitable  place  for  labor. 

We  hope  then  all  the  women  in  our  churches 
will  enlarge  their  plans  for  Home  work  so  as  to 
embrace  this  feature  of  it.  Organize  for  this  pur¬ 
pose.  Consult  with  other  Societies  and  combine 
your  energies.  Take  this  matter  to  your  pastors 
before  they  go  to  Presbytery  or  Synod ;  take  it  to  J 


your  oFn  hearts  and  set  about  the  work;  and 
chapels  and  school-houses  here  and  there  will  spring 
up  in  these  dark  Territories  that  shall  be  centres 
ot  intellectual  and  spiritual  light  and  culture  for 
many  years  to  come. 

And  since  this  crisis  has  been  reached,  though 
at  this  period  of  financial  distress,  who  can  doubt 
that  God  has  laid  it  over  on  you,  and  that,  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  prayer  and  faith  and  love,  He  will  make 
J  ou  abundantly  able  to  do  all  that  His  Providence 
seems  thus  to  open  before  you. 

H.  KENDALL,  )  „ 

CYRUS  DICKSON,  \  Secretanes- 

0.  D.  Eaton,  Treasurer. 


ifjoartl  °Jt  if)0™  ^7; 

23  CENTRE  STREET,  NEW  YORK. 

P.  O.  Box  3863. 

As  the  result  of  a  conference  of  the  members 
of  this  Board  on  the  subject  of  schools,  referred 
to  us  by  the  General  Assembly,  the  following 
paper  presented  by  the  President,  Dr.  Hastings, 
was  unanimously  adopted  : 

The  attention  of  this  Board  has  been  called 
to  a  new  department  of  work,  first,  by  urgent 
appeals  of  true  and  trusted  friends  on  the  fron¬ 
tiers,  and  then  by  the  overtures  of  the  Presby¬ 
teries  of  Utah  and  Colorado,  to  the  last  General 
Assembly  (Assembly’s  Minutes,  p.  513),  and  by 
the  Report  of  the  Assembly’s  Standing  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Home  Missions  (Assembly’s  Minutes, 
p.  509-513). 

Hitherto  this  Board  has  strictly  confined  its 
efforts  to  the  establishment  and  the  maintenance 
of  churches  ;  but  it  has  become  apparent  that, 
among  the  exceptional  populations  found  111  the 
Western  part  of  the  country,  our  evangelistic 
work  must  begin,  as  began  the  work  in  the 
Foreign  Missionary  field,  by  the  establishment 
of  schools  which  shall  prepare  the  way  for 
churches. 

It  is  evident  that,  in  entering  upon  this  new 
department  of  labor,  it  is  to  the  last  degree  im¬ 
portant  to  guard  carefully  against  making  the 
impression,  either  upon  the  patrons  or  the  bene¬ 
ficiaries  of  this  Board,  that  we  have  concluded 
to  undertake  a  general  educational  work. 

Some  conditions  must  be  fixed  to  protect 
ourselves  from  seeming  to  depart  from  our 
proper  province,  and  to  avoid  awakening  ex¬ 
pectations,  on  the  frontiers,  of  such  general  help 
for  schools  as  we  cannot  consistently  give.  It 
is  quite  impossible  to  fix  merely  territorial  limi¬ 
tations  to  this  work,  because  the  natural  and 
proper  limitations  are  in  the  character  and  con¬ 
dition,  and  not  in  the  localities  of  the  people  to 
be  reached.  Alaska,  Utali  and  New  Mexico, 


have  been  conspicuously  in  the  m’ncff'  of  those 
who  have  urged  this  school  work  upon  us  ;  but 
there  is  a  large  Indian  population  in  Arizona, 
in  Washington  Territory,  in  Oregon,  Idaho, 
Nevada  and  Montana,  while  in  California  there 
are  150,000  Chinese.  In  New  Mexico  there  are 
90,000  Mexicans,  25,000  Aztecs  and  Indians, 
and  1874  of  mixed  white  population.  In 
Alaska  there  are  26,000  Natives,  and  from  two 
to  three  hundred  Americans  and  Russians.  In 
Utah  there  are  100,000  Mormons,  from  3000  to 
5000  Americans,  and  as  many  Indians.  In 
Arizona  there  are  from  12,000  to  15,000  Ameri¬ 
cans,  and  an  equal  number  of  Indians,  Mexicans 
and  Mormons. 

By  this  brief  review  it  will  be  seen  that  terri- 
j  tonal  limitation  is  not  suited  to  the  peculiarities 
of  this  school  work. 

It  should  therefore  be  understood  : 

1st.  That  every  application  for  the  establishment 
and  maintenance  of  a  school  or  schools,  by  this  Board, 
must  be  judged  on  its  own  merits,  with  the  presump¬ 
tion  against  it,  as  being  an  application  for  exceptional 
work. 

2d.  It  is  only  among  populations  that  can  not  be 
j  reached  as  yet  by  churches,  that  this  Board  will  un¬ 
dertake  in  any  case  the  establishment  and  support  of 

schools. 

i 

This  condition  shall  be  understood  as  refer¬ 
ring  to  Mormons,  Mexicans,  Aztecs,  Indians, 
Chinese  and  natives  of  Alaska. 

3d.  No  schools  shall  he  established  or  supported  by 
this  Board,  in  States  or  in  Territories,  which  have 
already,  or  are  likely  soon  to  have,  school-laws,  unless 
there  shall  appear  to  be  strong  and  special  reasons  for 
making  a  temporary  exception  to  this  rule. 

4th.  Oidy  such  teachers  shall  be  employed  and  com¬ 
missioned  as  are  endorsed  by  the  Sessions  of  the 
Churches  to  which  they  belong,  and  by  the  Presbyte¬ 
ries  within  whose  bounds  they  live. 

5th.  So  far  as  may  be  practical,  the  financial  sup¬ 
port  for  this  school-work  shall  be  committed  to  the 
Women  of  our  church  as  their  special  trust,  out  of  whose 
contributions,  without  drawing  upon  our  regular  Home 
Missionary  Fund,  shall  be  taken  what,  in  our  judg¬ 
ment,  may  be  needed  for  this  work. 

APPEAL. 

The  Board  appeals,  with  confidence,  to  the 
AVomen  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  for  aid  to 
undertake  and  carry  on  this  department  of  the 
great  work  laid  upon  it  by  the  General  Assem¬ 
bly. 

As  to  their  ability,  the  W omen  raised  last  year 
for  the  Home  and  Foreign  Work,  $136,000  ; 
that  is  $11,000  for  Home,  and  $125,000  for 
Foreign  Work,  showing  ample  ability  for  this 
undertaking.  Peculiar  satisfaction  is  felt  in  the 
growing  interest  of  Women  in  efforts  to  evan¬ 
gelize  the  destitutions  of  this  great  country. 


This  work,  for  the  elevationHiF'W'oinen  and 
education  of  children,  commends  itself  with 
especial  tenderness  to  the  sympathies  and  re¬ 
sources  of  Christian  Women,  and  in  th]s  work 
all  her  wisdom  and  energy  can  find  the  ample.  _ 

The  Board  places  before  the  Women,  indnm  - 
ually,  or  as  societies,  the  sad  condition  of  t  le 
women  and  children  of  the  Mormons Mexicans, 
Aztecs,  Indians,  Chinese  and  natives  of  far-away 
Alaska,  so  that  they  may  sympathize,  as  Jesus 
did  when  “  He  beheld  the  multitudes  and  had 
compassion  on  them,  because  they  fainted,  an 
were  scattered  abroad  as  sheep  having  no  shep¬ 
herd  ”  Help,  as  societies,  as  individuals,  m  any¬ 
way  !  but  help,  that  this  now  ignorant  and 
perishing  people  in  our  oton  land,  may  be  taugh 
at  least  to  read  God’s  word  and  sing  His  praise. 

H.  KENDALL,  )  Secretaries. 

CYRUS  DICKSON,  \ 

jj 

0.  D.  EATON,  Treasurer.  a 
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An  Appeal  to  the  Women  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church. 

Many  of  you  have  written  to  my¬ 
self  and  other  Home  Missionaries 
asking  us  to  look  up  for  you  a  lost 
and  wandering  child,  and  if  possible 
throw  around  them  the  influences  of 
the  Church.  To  all  such  appeals  we 
have  given  immediate  attention,  and 
in  some  cases  have  had  the  unspeaka¬ 
ble  privilege  of  being  instrumental  in 
reclaiming  your  wandering  ones  and 
bringing  great  joy  to  your  hearts. 

^  We  now,  in  turn,  feel  constrained 
to  appeal  to  you  for  help  in  saving 
your  loved  ones.  Great  danger  is  im¬ 
pending  over  them.  Because  the 
-Church  is  withholding  the  Lord’s 
money  mission  stations  are  being 
abandoned,  and  your  children  left  to 
the  demoralization  of  communities 
without  the  gospel.  The  missionaries 
at  these  places  have  stood  at  their 
posts  as  long  as  it  is  possible.  Some 
of  them  have  consumed  their  entire 
property  in  supplementing  the  defi- 
ciences  of  the  Church  in  sustaining 
the  work.  Some  of  them  have  en¬ 
dured  great  privations  and  made  many 
personal  sacrifices  that  your  children 
might  have  a  preached  gospel.  And 
now  as  a  last  resort  before  abandoning 
these  fields,  we  appeal  to  the  oft-ex¬ 
pressed  and  oftener  unexpressed  anxi¬ 
eties  of  your  hearts,  and  ask  you  to 
make  personal  sacrifices  with  us  for 
the  spiritual  welfare  of  your  children. 


For  certainly  you  are  not  willingWo  I 
require  strangers  to  make  greater 
sacrifices  than  yourselves  for  your 
friends  ? 

Our  hearts  are  heavy,  for  widespread 
disaster  to  the  mission  work  is  immi¬ 
nent  unless  speedy  relief  is  obtained. 
And  that  disaster  will  result  in  not 
alone  many  of  the  children  of  the  un¬ 
godly,  but  also  in  hundreds  of  the 
children  of  Christian  parents,  going  to 
their  graves  unsaved!  Should  your 
children  be  one  of  these,  how  could 
you  ever  forgive  yourself  if  you  do 
not  personally  put  forth  the  most 
earnest  efforts  to  raise  all  that  is  pos¬ 
sible  for  home  missions  in  your  church 
or  circle  of  friends  and  influence,  es¬ 
pecially  during  these  months  set  apart 
by  the  Assembly  for  special  collections 
by  the  women  of  the  Church  ? 

The  approaching  collection  will  be 
a  solemn  event  to  them.  There  may 
be  a  retributive  Providence  in  it.  If 
you  withhold  more  than  you  should  of 
time,  effort  or  money  in  this  crisis,  the 
place  where  your  friends  reside  may 
be  one  of  those  which,  because  of  the 
scarcity  of  funds,  will  not  be  occupied, 
and  thus  your  friends  be  left  to  the 
hardening  influence  of  a  community 
without  the  gospel.  On  the  other 
hand,  if,  after  earnest  prayer  for  the 
needed  grace  of  liberality,  you  become 
straitened  in  your  large  giving  and 
active  efforts  to  influence  others,  the 
community  of  your  friends  may  be 
one  of  those  that  will  be  occupied 
and  perhaps  your  children  {for  it  is 
not  an  uncommon  occurrence)  be 
among  the  first-fruits  of  the  labor  of 
the  missionary.  Consider  these  two 
pictures,  and  remember  that  your  chil¬ 
dren  are  perishing.  Will  you  hasten 
to  the  rescue? 

These  are  not  the  words  of  an 
alarmist,  but  of  one  who  continually 
in  his  work  meets  these  moral  wrecks 
from  Christian  households  —  made 
wrecks  by  living  in  communities  where 
ministers  have  not  been  sent  for  want 
of  funds  for  their  support.  And  if 
fields  now  occupied  must  be  abandoned 
because  of  the  fatal  indifference  of  the 
Church  to  provide  the  needful  funds, 
these  wrecks  will  be  greatly  multiplied, 
and  many  more  dishonored  graves  of 


the  children  of  Christian  parents  will 
dot  these  western  plains  and  be  found 
on  our  lonely  mountain  sides.  And 
there  will  be  a  life-sorrow  in  many 
more  eastern  homes  as  the  appalling 
truth  dawns  upon  them,  when  too  late, 
that  their  children  are  lost  for  the 
want  of  the  gospel  they  might  have 
i  had,  but  did  not. 

Then  let  all  who  have  friends  on 
mission  grounds,  or  who  recognize  the 
claims  of  the  perishing  upon  them, 
i  make  it, 

1st.  A  matter  of  special  prayer  that 
their  own  hearts  and  the  hearts  of 
others  of  God’s  stewards  shall  be  so 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  this 
cause  and  the  urgency  of  the  present 
crisis,  that  you  will  make  unusual 
large  offerings  at  this  time — if  need 
be  even  casting  your  jewels  into  the 
Lord's  treasury.  (Exod.xxxv.  22-29.) 
For  what  are  gold  and  silver  ornaments, 
or  even  precious  stones,  in  comparison 
to  perishing  souls  ? 

2d.  Make  it  a  topic  of  conversation 
in  the  family. 

Id.  Pray  and  talk  over  the  matter 
in  the  prayer-meeting  until  all  are  en¬ 
listed  in  the  work. 

4th.  Call  and  consult  with  your 
minister.  Your  interest  will  quicken 
his  and  lead  him  to  speak  earnest, 
burning  words,  if  not  preach  a  sermon 
in  behalf  of  the  cause  before  collec¬ 
tion* 
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5th.  If  you  have  a  collection  in  the 
church  notice  who  are  absent,  and  call 
upon  them  for  a  collection  during  the 
following  week. 

6th.  Use  your  influence  to  secure  a 
collection  in  the  Sabbath-school.  The 
assistance  of  the  children  is  needed  at 
such  a  time. 

Let  immediate  and  strenuous  efforts 
be  put  forth  to  relieve  the  Board  of 
Home  Missions  of  present  embarrass¬ 
ments,  and  fulfill  the  pledge  of  the 

Church  to  her  missionaries.  c  —r 
_  £>-*** 

WOMAN  S  WORK. 

As  we  have  innocently  walked  into  an 
open  place  where  two  line's  of  fire  cross 
«ack  other  on  this  subject,  we  may  be 
permitted,  like  Elihu  in  a  similar 
juncture,  to  show  our  opinion.  In  the 


first- place,  it  is  now  obvious  that  there 
is  friction,  and  that  any  further  in¬ 
crease  of  it  will  show  its  effects  in  the 
slow  and  labored  progress  of  both  the 
•causes  concerned.  But  let  the  fact  be 
borne  in  mind,  that  this  condition  of 
!the  home  and  the  foreign  causes  did  not 
•originate  in  the  women’s  societies.  The 
-evil  was  fully  developed  before  they 
were  born.  It  is  a  species  of  original 
sin  that  came  to  them  by  ordinary 
ecclesiastical  inheritance.  It  did  not 
take  overt  form  as  actual  transgression 
among  the  elect  ladies  until  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  the  womans’  executive  com¬ 
mittee  by  the  board  of  home  mis¬ 
sions.  We  say  this  because  the 
opponents  of  woman’s  work  are  now 
ready  to  take  up  a  parable  against  it. 
The  root  of  the  tree  is  in  the  two  organ¬ 
izations  in  New  York.  The  few  bitter 
blossoms  that  appear  in  woman’s  work 
grow  upon  its  branches.  The  work  had 
been  progressing  with  perfect  smooth¬ 
ness  and  harmony.  The  ladies  were' 
sending  money  abroad  and  boxes  to  the 
missionaries  at  home.  Some  of  them 
were  dividing  their  contributions  be¬ 
tween  the  two  boards.  If  there  was  a 
rustle  or  a  jolt  anywhere,  we. failed  to 
hear  it.  But  the  foreign  work  received 
the  most  money,  for  two  reasons.  The 
first  was  that  the  ladies  imagined  that 
they  were  doing  good  work  for  the  home 
missionaries  by  their  box  donations, 
which  was  true.  The  second  reason  was 
that  the  condition  of  the  imprisoned 
women  in  pagan  lands  appealed  strongly 
to  their  sympathies,  and  as  women  only 
could  reach  them,  and  through  them 
reach  theii®  children,  this  grand  avenue 
to  usefulness  proved  to  be  a  source  of 
high  inspiration.  The  home  board  per¬ 
ceiving  that  success  that  crowned  the 
work  of  women  for  women  set  about  de¬ 
vising  a  plan  for  eliciting  their  interest  as 
cordially  in  home  work.  The  first  proposi¬ 
tion  was  to  divide  the  donations  of  the  va¬ 
rious  societies  equally.  This  was  pressed 
vigorously  for  a  time,  and  it  was  indig¬ 
nantly  resisted.  To  deprive  women  of 
liberty  of  choice  in  the  bestowal  of  their 
benefactions  savored  too  much  of  those 
systems  which  missionaries  are  sent 
abroad  to  eradicate.  The  next  and  bet¬ 
ter  plan  was  the  organization  of  separ¬ 
ate  societies.  The  Interior  advocated 
this  solution  of  the  question  long  ago. 
This,  we  thought,  would  result  in  har¬ 
monious  action.  But  before  the  wom¬ 
an’s  executive  committee  was  fairly 
christened  there  was  tribulation  on  the 
horizon.  The  women  had  nothing  to 
do  in  producing  it.  They  were  as  yet 
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but  the  innocent  shadow  of  a  name. 
The  foreign  missionary  societies  had  in¬ 
scribed  “  Woman’s  Work  for  Woman  ” 
upon  their  banners,  and  by  that  sign 
were  conquering.  Suddenly  they  be¬ 
held  their  emblem  floating  over  the  new 
organization,  and  every  appeal  that  they 
had  been  employing  for  the  thousand 
millions  abroad  now  utilized  for  the  few 
hundred  thousands  at  home.  Then  came 
the  long-bow  practice  about  the  superior 
Presbyterianism  and  responsibility  of 
the  Woman’s  Executive  Committee  over 
the  “irresponsible”  Woman’s  Board, 
.and  the  rest  of  the  trouble.  Now  the 
truth  of  history  is  that  none  of  these 
things  originated  either  with  the  ladies 
of  the  Executive  Committee  or  with 
the  ladies  of  the  Woman’s  Board.  If 
both  parties  had  been  let  alone  their 
work  would,  as  we  verily  believ^J 
have  gone  forward  with  uninterrupted 
harmony  and  success.  The  apples  of 
discord  were  not  thrown  by  woman’s 
hands — that  we  can  testify. 

There  is  no  occasion  whatever  for  any' 
difference  or  discord.  Both  the  home 
work,  proper,  and  the  foreign  work,  ap¬ 
peal  strongly  to  judgment  and  sympa¬ 
thy.  Both  have  a  most  beneficent  re¬ 
flex  influence  upon  the  ladies  engaged 
in  them,  and  upon  the  spiritual  life  of 
the  churches.  Nothing  more  fully  il¬ 
lustrates  the  scriptural  adage  that  it  is 
more  blessed  to  give  them  to  receive, 
than  the  effect  of  these  great  Christian 
charities  upon  those  who  sustain  them. 
The  way  to  keep  clear  of  disagreements 
is  plain  and  simple  enough.  The  first 
rule  is  the  one  of  universal  application, 
to  mind  one’s  own  business,  and  let 
other  people’s  alone.  Any  attempt  of 
persons  or  of  church  courts  to  interfere 
with  the  voluntary  benefactions  of  other 
individuals  or  of  societies,  is  an  imper¬ 
tinence  that  will  be  and  ought  to  be  re¬ 
resented.  The  foundations  of  all  re¬ 
ligious  work  in  our  country  is  voluntary 
support.  It  is  the  basis  of  the  prosper¬ 
ity  and  success  of  all  our  missionary 
boards  and  societies.  Let  the  principle 
have  free  course  in  this  as  in  other  de¬ 
partments  of  missionary  work  and  all 
difficulties  will  disappear.  Let  each 
one  freely  work  and  give  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  that  pleases  her  best,  not  rivalling  or 
hindering  or  disparaging  any  other  good 
cause  or  work,  and  the  result  will  be 
that  both  will  be  helped  and  prospered. 
It  is  providentially  provided  that  the 
various  departments  of  work  and  char¬ 
ity  appeal  to  the  various  tastes  and 


i  minds  in  a  yftiy  that  brings  to  each 
about  its  dv’.e  proportion.  Emulation 
in  good  work  is  desirable.  We  are  glad 
to  see  e?,ch  pushing  the  cause  that  is 
nearest  her  heart  with  all  possible  en¬ 
ergy.  There  is  plenty  of  room  for  each 
and*  all  to  work  freely  and  successfully 
&’nd  without  interference  or  collision. 

I  _ 

WOMAN’S  WORK  FOR 
WOMAN. 


BY  H.  KENDALL,  D.D. 
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Messrs.  Editors :  My  attention  has  been 


turned  to  an  article  on  the  above  topic  in 
The  Interior  of  Nov.  25,  1880,  written  l»y 
my  very  excellent  friend,  Dr.  R.  W.  Patter¬ 
son.  It  grieves  me  to  differ  from  so  great, 
good  and  wise  a  man  as  Dr.  Patterson,  but 
as  there  is  “another  side”  to  most  ques¬ 
tions,  and  to  this  one  surely,  I  beg  leave  to 
set  it  before  your  readers.  What  I  have  to 

say  can  be  grouped  under  the  following 
heads : 

1.  Dr.  Patterson  objects  to  woman’s  work 
for  home  missions,  because  it  is  a  recent,  or 
after-thought.  If  we  never  had  thought  of 
the  subject  before  and  had  just  taken  the 
hint  from  the  efforts  and  successes  of  the 
women  for  foreign  missions,  I  should  not 
be  ashamed,  and  do  not  see  why  we  should 
not  begin  to  do  a  good  work,  though  at  “the 
eleventh  hour !”  *  i 

But  in  point  of  fact,  it  i3  susceptible  of 
easy  proof  that  before  the  woman’s  society 
at  Philadelphia  or  in  the  Northwest  had 
any  existence,  or  thought  ot  existence,  I 
had  repeated  conferences  with  warm  friends 
of  home  missions,  even  in  the  city  of  Chi¬ 
cago  ;  plans  were  discussed,  difficulties  were 
faced,  and  this  had  gone  so  far  and  became 
so  influential,  that  when  the  society  for  the 
Northwest  was  organized,  it  was  as  the 
“Woman’s  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  ! 
Society  of  the  Northwest.” 

Instead  of  being  “of  late,”  then  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  the  thought  of  engaging  the 
women  in  home  missionary  work  ante¬ 
dated  that  of  working  for  foreing  missions. 
And  nothing  could  be  more  natural! 
For  it  is  the  work  that  Christian  women 
have  long  been  engaged  in.  Fifty  or  sixty 
years  ago,  when  the  work  was  not  one- 
quarter  as Jarge  as  it  is  now,  Christian 
women  were  organizing  and  working  busily 
for  home  missions;  and  what  was  most  no¬ 
ticeable  was  that  in  the  very  heart  of  the 
home  missionary  field,  where  nearly  every 
church  was  a  mission  church,  the  women  ! 
organized  to  aid  the  work  in  the  bounds 
of  their  own  presbyteries  and  synods. 
More  than  seventy  years  ago,  the  “  Gene¬ 
see  missionary  society  ”  was  organized  in 
western  New  York,  which  was  then  the 
great  home  missionary  field  of  the  «on- 
tinent,  “  The  young  people’s  missionary 
society-'  of  western  New  York,”  and  the 
“  fem^e  missionary  Society  oi  the  western 
district,”  were  both  organized  at  Utica,  N. 
Y.,  a  few  years  later,  and  they  had  many 
auxiliary  societies  both  in  central  and 
western  New  York.  They  employed  home 
missionaries,  both  among  the  Indians,  the 
remnants  of  the  five  nations,  and  the  white 
settlers  that  were  invading  their  ancient 


domain.  Tt  is  not  “ot  late,”  then,  it  is 
not  a  new  thing  for  the  women  in  our 
churches  to  organize  to  raise  money  for 
home  missions.  It  is  an  old  practice — it 
has  been  in  existence  since  home  mission 
work  began. 

2.  Dr.  Patterson  intimates,  too,  that  the 
movement  in  behalf  of  home  missions  was 
not  “  spontaneous,”  was  so  feeble  that  “  it 
has  required  the  urgency  ot  ecclesiastical 
bodies  and  otker  agencies  to  awaken  any 
degree  of  interest  in  this  branch  of  labor.” 
As  to  such  “  urgency  ”  and  such  agencies 
I  know  Mothing.  The  charge  is  too  vague 
to  be  comprehensible,  and  is,  on  that  ac¬ 
count,  unanswerable.  But  if  the  fact  just 
stated  as  to  the  organization  of  other  socie¬ 
ties  be  not  sufficient  and  conclusive,  I  will 
add  that,  so  strong  was  the  interest  in 
home  missions,  among  the  women  of  the 
northwest,  whose  churches  had  once  been 
home  missionary  churches — and  whose 
days  of  weakness  they  could  not  and  would 
not  forget  that,  many  of  the  presbyterial 
and  synodical  organizations  were  originally 
formed  as  home  and  foreign  missionary 
societies — and  many  of  the  women  were 
grieved  when  the  name  of  the  society  was 
changed  so  as  to  leave  out  the  word 
“,  home  ” — and  many  of  them  complain  to 
this  day,  that  by  the  force  and  persistence 
of  leading  minds  in  the  northwest  and 
elsewhere,  they  are  “  hindered  ”  in  their 
wishes  and  desires  to  aid  the  cause  of 
home  missions.  For  it  is  a  well-known 
fact  that  such  efforts  have  been  made  to 
prevent  the  organization  of  home  mission¬ 
ary  societies  or  the  forwarding  of  con¬ 
tributions  to  this  board. 

3.  Dr.  Patterson  says  that  “woman’s  work 
for  woman  does  not  seem  to  be  as  needful 
or  practicable  at  home  as  abroad.”  I  look, 
then,  to  see  what  they  did  last  year  in  the 
foreign  work  in  order  to  compare  it  with 
what  they  are  doing  and  need  to  do  in 
home  work.  I  turn  to  the  annual  report 
of  the  foreign  board  and  find  that  the  wom¬ 
en  in  the  various  societies  contributed  for 
“schools,”  “teachers,”  for  “repairs”  and 
“enlargement”  and  “rent,”  “of  school 
buildings” ;  for  “a  boat,”  for  “commenta¬ 
ries,”  for  “famine  sufferers,”  “for  special 
appropriations,”  for  “traveling  expenses  at 
home,”  for  “printing  and  office  expenses,” 
“large  contributions  for  building  enterpris¬ 
es”  and  “a  goodly  sum  paid  Mr.  Rankin 
without  special  appropriation,”  that  is,  it 
has  been  turned  over  to  the'  treasury  for  the 
general  work  of  the  board  “for  the  support 
of  ordinary  missionaries,”  which  Dr. 'Pat¬ 
terson  says  “is  by  no  me^ns  to  be  thought 
of.”  - 

We  like  all  this — it  has  our  heartiest  ap¬ 
proval.  It  is  very  much  like  what  we  are 
doing  in  Utah,  New  Mexico  and  among  the 
Indians,  only  more  so.  'And  if  the  women 
of  the  foreign  board  can  do  all  these  things 
legitimately,  I  do  not  see  why  they  may 
not  just  as  well  send  teachers  to  Utah,  New 
Mexico  and  to  the  Indians  ;  build  school 
houses,  chapels,  etc.,  to  furnish  facilities  for 
school  work,  and  send  “a  goodly  sum”  also 
to  our  treasury  for  the  the  general  work  of 
home  missions.  Why  not?  Why  does 
such  work  seem  less  “needful  and  jaractica- 
ble”  in  Utah  than  in  Syria? 

4.  Dr.  Patterson  uses  language  calculat¬ 
ed  to  belittle  and  disparage  our  school 
work,  hie  speaks  of  them  as  a  “few  fields 
found  in  Utah,  New  Mexico  and  Alaska,” 
and  represents  the  work  as  small  and  short¬ 
lived. 


We  have  120  laborers  among  these  ex¬ 
ceptional  people,  ordained  ministers  and 
their  wives,  native  licentiates  and  teaclieis; 
and  could  well  employ  twice  that  number 
if  the  women  would  but  furnish  us  the 
means.  The  field  is  wnite  to  the  jfcrvest, 
the  work  is  most  encouraging*  to  We  la¬ 
borers  most  enthusiastic.  Except  fie  few 
in  Alaska,  they  are  laboring  in  the  very 
heart  of  this  country  among  a  people  most 
deluded  and  priest-ridden.  Whether  the 
work  be  small  and  short-lived,  as  the  doc¬ 
tor  predicts,  time  must  determine  ;  but  why 
should  we  not  give  attention  to  it  while  it 
lasts,  and  then  the  women  can  turn  all 
their  energies  to  the  foreign  work  ?  But  the 
necessity  for  schools  among  these  “excep¬ 
tional”  people  is  so  manifest,  that  there  is 
no  missionary  in  all  their  bounds  that 
would  not  resign  his  place  in  despair  if  he 
could  not  have  schools,  through  which  to 
reach  the  children.  And  to  show  that  the 
interest  in  it  is  not  ephemeral  or  trifling 
let  it  be  observed  that^the  American  home 
missionary  society,  which  Is  a  very  con¬ 
servative  organization,  has  been  constrained' 
to  alter  its  constitution  to  meet  the  emer¬ 
gency.  The  women  in  the  Congregational 
churches  have  organized  for  home  mission, 
work,  mainly  for  the  purposes  of  the  edu¬ 
cation  of  these  “exceptional”  people.  And 
so  great  is  the  demand  for  this  kind  of. 
work  that  there  has  been  formed  and  in¬ 
corporated,  under  the  laws  of  Illinois,  a 
new  society,  called  “  The  New  West  Edu¬ 
cation  Commission,”  with  head-qu alters  at 
Chicago.  The  object  of  the  commission,  in 
the  language  of  the  constitution,  is  “the 
promotion  of  Christian  civilization  in  Utah 
and  adjacent  states  and  territories,  by  the 
education  of  the  children  and  yquth  under 
Christian  teachers,  and  also  by  the  use  of 
such  agencies  as  may  be  at  any* time  desir¬ 
able.” 

Aft  this  work  seems  to  me  to  indicate  a 
providential  origin  and  drift,  and  for  my 
paft  I  prefer  to  encourage  and  cheer  on  the 
women  in  our  church  to  such  Christian  en¬ 
deavors  rather  than  lay  obstacles  in  their 
way,  ar  persuade  them  that  there  is  nothing 
here  for  them  to  do. 

1  5.  As  to  other  points  raised  by  Dr.  Pat¬ 

terson,  such  as  making .  women’s  societies 
“collecting  agencies”  —  which  1  never 
heard  of  before — or  the  union  or  separa¬ 
tion  of  the  women  in  their  work,  I  have 
nothing  to  say,  for  I  presume  they  are  ca¬ 
pable  of  managing  the  matter  themselves. 
As  to  his  exhortation  to  leave  the  work  to 
the  spontaneous  zeal  of  the  women,  I  heart¬ 
ily  join  him.  I  have  been  trying  to  secure 
that  end  for  years,  and  have  suffered  much 
at  the  hands  of  thole  who  were  unwilling 
to  have  it  so.  As  to  his  fear  that  if  the 
women  should  once  get  to  work  for  home 
missions  th^r  will  go  on  to  aid  church  erec¬ 
tion,  education,  etc.,  which,  he  says,  will 
never  be  done.  If  so,  that  ends  it.  But  we 
should  say  if  women  may  not  engage  in 
home  missions,  by  what  law  may  they  work 
for  foreign  missions?  By  what  law  of 
Christ  may  a  woman  refuse  and  turn  away 
a  starving  child  from  her  own  door  and 
send  relief  to  famine-sufferers  in  Persia? 
If  they  may  not  assist  in  planting  mis¬ 
sions  among  the  misguided  Mormons,  or 
the  ignorant  papists  in  New  Mexico,  oi 
the  285,000  Indians  in  our  own  country,  by 
what  law  are  they  bound  to  send  the  gospel 
across  the  seas  ?  The  work  at  han  dis  the 
first  duty,  and  if  our  Christian  women  are 


let  alone,  we  liave  no  doubt  they  will  di¬ 
vide  their  energies  and  contributions  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Great  Head  of  the 
church  whom  we  are  all  trying  to  serve 


WOMAN’S  WORK  FOR 
WOMAN. 

BY  BEY.  KOBEBT  W.  PATTEBSOJST,  D.D. 

It  is  among  the  encouraging  signs  of 
our  times  that  the  women  of  the  church 
are  hearing  and  practically  regarding 
the  Savior’s  last  command,  “Go  and 
teach  all  nations.”  This  indication  of  a 
brighter  day  is  made  especially  emphat¬ 
ic  by  the  fact  that  this  recent  move¬ 
ment  has  been  so  spontaneous.  Our 
missionary  boards  were  not  calling  upon 
the  women  to  organize  and  send  forth 
laborers  from  their  own  number 
to  heathen  lands.  Our  ecclesiastical 
I  bodies  made  no  appeal  to  them  on  their 
'  behalf.  But  the  Spirit  of  God  put  it 
into  their  hearts  to  ask,  What  can  we 
do  directly  for  this  cause?  And  to  in- 1 
quire  of  our  missionary  boards  whether 
they  might  not  co-operate  with  them  by 
sending  out  carefully  selected  women 
to  act  as  missionaries  and  teachers  un¬ 
der  their  direction,  at  the  same  time 
pledging  the  needful  support  for  their 
labors.  Their  assistance  was  cheerfully 
accepted,  because  it  was  seen  that  Chris- 1 
tian  women  could  do  a  work  among  the 
heathen  of  their  own  sex  which  could 
not  be  adequately  performed  by  the  reg- ; 
ular  missionaries  or  their  families.  Thus 
was  begun  “woman’s  work  for  woman” 
in  the  department  of  foreign  missionary 
enterprise.  And  the  effort  has  been 
wonderfully  prospered.  The  laborers 
and  their  successes  have  been  multi¬ 
plied  ;  the  requisite  funds  have  been  cor¬ 
respondingly  increased  from  year  to 
year ;  and  the  zeal  of  our  Christian 
women  in  the  cause  has  grown  with  their 
work.  God  has  been  from  the  first  in 
this  noble  endeavor. 

Of  late  our  home  missionary  boards, 
perceiving  that  the  funds  contributed 
for  foreign  missions  were  enlarged  by 
this  new  movement,  have  been  led  to 
ask  if  a  like  effort  might  not  be  made 
for  similar  reasons  on  behalf  of  the 
home  field.  But  this  time  the  impulse 
was  less  spontaneous  on  the  part  of  our 
Christian  women,  apparently  because 
they  did  not  see  the  same  sort  of  open¬ 
ing  for  woman’s  work  in  co-operation 
with  home  missions  which  they  had  rec¬ 
ognized  in  the  foreign  field.  Hence  it 
has  required  the  urgency  of  ecclesiasti-  j 


cal  bodies  and  of  other  agencies  to 
awaken  any  degree  of  interest  in  this 
branch  of  labor  on  the  part  of  our  wom¬ 
en.  Already  the  female  members  of 
our  churches  were  assisting  the  families 
of  home  missionaries  by  sending  them 
valuable  boxes  of  clothing.  They  could 
not  be  reasonably  called  upon  to  be¬ 
come  a  mere  collecting  agency  for  the 
home  board.  What  more,  then,  were 
they  expected  to  do.  “  Woman’s  work 
for  woman  ”  did  not  seem  to  be  needful 
or  practicable  in  the  same  manner  at 
home  as  abroad.  At  length,  however, 
there  were  found  a  few  fields,  as  in 
Utah  and  New  Mexico  and  Alaska, 
where  the  home  missionary  work  close¬ 
ly  approximates  the  foreign  work  in 
respect  to  the  character  of  the  com¬ 
munities  to  be  wrought  upon,  in  which 
women  might  be  usefully  employed  as 
teachers.  The  same  might  have  been 
true  on  a  much  larger  scale  among  the 
freedmen  at  the  south,  if  that  depart¬ 
ment  had  not  been  assigned  to  another 
agency.  It  remains,  then,  so  far  as  the 
Presbyterian  church  is  concerned,  that 
women,  as  such,  have  only  an  ex¬ 
ceptional  work  to  do  for  women  in  the 
home  field ;  and  even  this  exceptional 
!  work  would  be  much  abridged  if  the 
missions  among  the  heathen  people  of 
Alaska  were  turned  over  to  the  foreign 
board,  to  whom  they  as  naturally  be¬ 
long  as  the  mission  among  the  Dakotas. 
But,  taking  the  facts  as  they  are,  and 
assuming  that  they  will  not  be  changed 
as  to  the  provinces  of  the  two  boards  of 
missions,  much  the  greater  portion  of 
the  home  field  affords  little  or  no  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  woman’s  work  for  woman  in 
the  line  of  special  teaching,  and  the 
remaining  portion  of  the  general  field, 
as  Utah  and  New  Mexico,  will  rapidly 
be  reduced  to  the  normal  condition  of 
the  home  field,  by  the  establishment  of 
public  schools  and  Sunday  schools,  so  as 
to  be  no  longer  exceptional  ground  for 
woman’s  work. 

What,  now,  are  the  conclusions  to  be 
drawn  from  these  views  in  respect  to 
the  wants  of  the  home  and  foreign 
fields  ? 

It  is  by  no  means  to  be  thought  of 
that  organizations  of  women  for  mis¬ 
sions  should  be  expected  to  raise  funds 
for  the  support  of  ordinary  missionaries, 
either  in  the  home  or  the  foreign  field. 
It  has  been  suggested  that  our  ladies 
should  perform  an  auxiliary  work  as 
collecting  agents  for  the  treasury  of  the 
home  board.  But  if  auxiliary  societies 
are  to  do  such  work  for  one  of  our 


boards,  why  not  for  all  ?  Why  not  or¬ 
ganize  auxiliary  societies  for  church 
erection,  for  the  education  of  young 
men  for  the  ministry,  for  the  relief  of 
disabled  ministers  or  the  families  of  de¬ 
ceased  ministers  ?  If  the  principles  of 
conducting  woman's  work  for  woman  is 
abandoned,  the  whole  effort  will  become 
an  offense  to  the  church.  But  it  will 
not  be  abandoned.  Our  Christian 
women  will  not  keep  up  separate  organi¬ 
zations  except  for  the  support  of  mis¬ 
sionaries  or  teachers  of  their  own  sex. 

2.  It  ought  to  be  admitted  that  there 
may  be  a  work  for  women  to  do  in  the 
home  field,  at  least  for  a  season ;  but 
this  work  must,  in  the  nature  of  the 
case,  be  exceptional  and  limited  to  spe¬ 
cial  parts  of  the  field  ;  and  it  ought  to 
decrease  in  proportion  as  the  semi-hea¬ 
then  portion  of  our  country  are  reduced 
to  the  normal  condition.  But  woman’s 
work  for  woman  in  the  whole  foreign 
field  will  continue  to  be  needed  and 
available  until  the  heathen  communities 
in  which  our  foreign  missions  are  plant¬ 
ed  have  been  all  Christianized. 

3.  It  would  be  most  unwise  to  attempt 
to  unite  the  work  of  our  women  for  both 
fields  into  one  enterprise.  The  fields 
are  distinct.  And  those  of  our  Chris¬ 
tian  women,  who  would  be  specially  in¬ 
terested  in  the  general  worky?  the  one, 
would  not  be  likely  to  feel  an  equal  in¬ 
terest  in  the  exceptional  work  of  the 
other.  By  all  means  let  each  de¬ 
partment  of  Christian  effort  be  kept 
separate  from  the  other ;  otherwise 
both  branches  of  the  missionary  work 
will  suffer  serious  loss.  And  here  it  may 
well  be  asked,  why  not  leave  both 
branches  of  the  work  alike  to  the  spon¬ 
taneous  zeal  of  our  Christian  women 
and  the  boards,  without  any  effort  on 
the  part  of  our  ecclesiastical  bodies  to 
urge  the  one  more  than  the  other  upon 
the  attention  of  the  women  of  our 
churches. 

4.  There  is  no  sufficient  reason  for  a 
comparison  of  the  amount  of  funds 
raised  by  the  women  in  our  synods  or  in 
the  whole  church  for  the  home  and  for¬ 
eign  work.  Why  should  the  amount 
contributed  for  the  exceptional  parts  of 
the  home  field  be  equal  to  the  sum  of 
contributions  for  the  entire  foreign  field  ? 
Besides,  as  has  been  remarked,  our  wom¬ 
en  contribute  largely  in  another  way  to 
aid  the  cause  of  home  missions.  It  ar¬ 
gues  no  lack  of  interest  in  home  mis¬ 
sions,  if  the  women  of  the  church  find 
less  opportunity  for  work  in  this  depart¬ 
ment,  and  therefor  contribute  less  for 


this  object  than  for  tlieir  foreign  work. 

I  have  felt  called  upon  to  offer  these 
suggestions  as  a  friend  alike  of  home 
and  foreign  missions,  because  it  has 
seemed  to  me  that  the  relations  of  Chris¬ 
tian  women  to  these  two  branches  of 
missionary  labor  have  been  partly  mis¬ 
apprehended.  May  the  Lord  abundant¬ 
ly  prosper  his  cause  and  kingdom,  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  and  raise  up  and 
use  the  best  agencies  for  both  interests. 


THE  WOMAN’S  HOUR. 

An  Address  Delivered  in  the  Amphi 
theater  Tuesday,  August  1,  1882,  by 
Mrs.  Emily  Huntington  Miller,  of 
Evanston,  Ill. 

A  thousand  miles  from  here,  beside  the 
1  one  lake  that  may  dare  to  rival  Chautau- 
I  qua,  I  took  up  my  Assembly  Herald 
and  read  for  this  date  “The  Woman’s 
|  Hour.”  , 

I  thought  of  all  the  intellectual  forces 
that  were  centering  about  this  World’s 
|  University,  of  the  great  themes  that 
,  were  to  be  considered,  and  the  truths 
that  would  find  grand  utterance  there, 
and  it  seemed  to  me  a  significant  thing 
that  in  the  midst  of  all  was  set  “The 
Woman’s  Hour.” 

It  is  a  solemn  thing  when  for  any  hu¬ 
man  life  the  hour  is  struck  which  calls  it 
to  its  supreme  moment  of  choice;  when 
to  any  great  question  comes  the  final 
weighing  in  the  balance  of  the  world’s 
judgment;  when  to  any  race  comes  its 
day  of  divine  opportunity.  It  is  a  solemn 
I  thing  for  woman  if,  to-day,  far  on  to¬ 
wards  the  crowning  of  another  century, 
swift,  silent,  unswerving,  the  hands  on 
the  dial  move  toward  her  hour.  t 
Can  there  be  fitter  time  and  place  than 
this  to  consider  to  what  it  calls  her,  and 
what  are  the  demands  it  makes  upon 
her?  Has  she  moved  upward  to  heights  | 
undreamed  of  in  the  elder  days,  and  can 
she  worthily  wear  her  honors  and  ad¬ 
minister  the  affairs  of  her  kingdom,  so 
that  when  her  Lord  returns  he  may  say 
to  her  “well  done?” 

Set  before  you  the  ^worthiest  picture 
of  completed  womanhood;  all  the  bright¬ 
ness,  sweetness,  and  loveliness  which 
j  charms  the  fancy;  all  the  tenderness, 
courage,  and  devotion  which  thrill  the 
heart;  all  the  purity,  self-sacrifice,  and 
religious  fervor  which  move  the  soul  to 
reverence;  all  the  gifts  of  thought  and 
speech  to  which  the  intellect  does  hom- 
j  age,  and  your  “perfect  woman,  nobly 
I  planned,”  is  first  of  all  a  Christian  wo¬ 
man.  She  started  upon  that  illuminated 
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plain  in  Eden,  when  the  thought  of  the 
Lord  God  made  her  a  help-meet  for  man. 

Christian  womanhood  is  God’s  ideal, 
never  lost  sight  of  from  the  era  of  the  beau¬ 
tiful  Eve.  for  whose  sorrows  such  divine 
healing  was  ordained,  through  the  long 
liue  where  history  numbers,  like  pearls 
upon  a  rosary,  Sarah  and  Rebecca  and 
Rachel;  Ruth  and  Elizabeth  and  Mary; 
Eunice  and  Lois,  and  many  a  later  saint 
of  not  less  blessed  memory.  These  all 
died  in  the  faith,  and,  what  is  more  to 
the  purpose,  lived  in  the  full  persuasion 
that  God  had  called  them  to  honor,  and 
not  to  dishonor.  That  seamless  robe  of 
Christian  perfection,  the  mantle  of  a 
love  which  “beareth  all  things,  belie veth  I 
all  things,  hopeth  all  things,  endureth 
all  things,”  which  abideth  when  “ton¬ 
gues  cease  and  knowledge  vanisheth 
away,”  is  the  glory  of  womanhood  no 
less  than  manhood. 

Whatever  lofty  model  she  sets  for  her 
j  imitation,  at  whatever  nobility  of  char- 
:  acter  she  aims,  to  whatever  grasp  and 
culture  of  intellect  she  aspires,  she  need 
not  go  beyond  the  command  which  en¬ 
joins  upon  her  to  follow  those  things 
which  “are  pure,  and  lovely,  and  of  good 
report.”  She  has  no  need  to  break  loose 
,  from  bonds  and  fetters,  to  throw  off  any 
yoke  of  servitude,  to  come  out  into  any  I 
larger  place,  in  order  to  grow  to  the  full 
limits  of  her  nature;  she  has  but  to  take 
God’s  ideal  of  womanhood  to  find  herself 
dwelling  in  a  city  where  the  gates  are 
never  shut,  and  into  which  the  glory  and 
honor  of  all  nations  are  brought;  where 
growth  and  development  come  as  natur- 
I  ally  and  as  healthfully  as  the 
!  ripening  of  harvests  in  the  sun¬ 
shine.  Sarah,  baking  her  unleavened 
I  cakes  upon  the  hearth,  m  ly 
Ibias  much  out  of  date  as  Abraham 
I  standing  to  serve  his  strange  guests  un- 
1  der  the  tree,  but  housewifely  virtues  and 
!  generous  hospitality  are  as  honorable 
!  now  as  then.  The  hands  of  the  virtuous  j 
1  woman  no  longer  need  to  seek  wool  and  j 
flax,  and  weave  fine  linen  for  the  mer 
1  chants,  but  she  has  not  changed  her  type 
while  “she  is  clothed  with  strength  and 
honor,”  while  “she  openeth  her  mouth  j 
in  wisdom,  and  in  her  tongue  is  the  law 
of  kindness,”  while  “she  looketh  well  to  j 
the  ways  of  her  household,  and  stretcheth  ’ 
out  her  hands  to  the  poor,  while  her . 
children  call  her  blessed,  while  her  bus  j 
I  band  praiseth  her,  and  her  own  works 
i  confirm  the  testimony.”  There  is 
I  not  an  admirable  character  of  mo- 
I  dern  times  whose  charms  may  not 


fi:id  room  in  this  sitting,  or 
which  might,  not  be  profitably  shaped 
by  it.  Wisdom,  strength,  honor,  love, 
kindness,  charity,  diligence,  discretion, 
p  irlty ,  devotion,  godliness — what  gem 
can  you  add  to  that  crown?  Scan  the 
fairest  imaginings  of  a  pagan  philosopher ,  j 
and  its  dream  of  womanhood  is  some-  j 
thing  base  and  incomplete.  Here  and  . 
there  it  may,  indeed,  show  traces  of  the  j 
Christian  model,  like  those  fragments  of  ; 
exquisite  sculpture  buried  among  the 
formless  ruins  of  the  Attic  cities,  but 
the  white  beauty  of  the  Greek  marbles 
enshrined  no  vision  of  a  soul  fairer  than 
the  body,  growing  glorious  in  its  decay, 
and  illuminating  it  with  the  light  of  a 
divine  transfiguration- 

This  spiritual  beauty  does  not  change  j 
with  the  changing  years.  It  wears  the  j 
quaint  garb  of  ancient  Israel,  or  the  fa¬ 
miliar  dress  of  modern  life;  it  dwells  with 
Esther  in  the  palace  of  the  Persian  mon¬ 
arch,  and  with  the  humblest  woman  wh  > 

!  trembles  while  she  pleads  for  love’s  sakr. 
i  Ic  broiders  the  beautiful  curtains  of  tL 
desert  sanctuary  and  gives  its  precious 
ornaments  of  gold  for  the  al¬ 
tar  service,  or  furnishes  with 
heavier  sacrifice  and  more  weari¬ 
some  labor  the  humble  church  in 
the  frontier  village.  It  judges  Israel 
through  years  of  difficulty  and  danger, 
and  sings  for  the  nation  its  song  of  tri¬ 
umph  over  its  enemies,  or  it  sits  to-day 
administering  many  a  blessed  charity, 
comforting  sorrowing  hearts,  holding  up 
weak  hands,  restoring  the  straying, 
counselling  the  sorely  perplexed,  rejoic¬ 
ing  with  them  that  do  rejoice,  and  weep¬ 
ing  with  them  that  weep. 

Much  of  the  building  of  both  men  and 
women  is  after  the  similitude  of  a  tem¬ 
ple.  Beams  are  hewn,  stones  quar¬ 
ried,  foundations  laid  deep  and  strong, 
and  materials  wrought  for  honor  and 
dishonor,  while  the  structure  slowly 
grows  by  the  labor  of  many  workmen, 
who  never  may  see  the  top  stone  brought 
forth  with  cries  of  “grace,  grace  unto  it!” 
It  is  only  the  Master  Builder  to  whose 
thought  the  finished  structure  is  present 
in  all  its  glorious  proportions,  and  in 
whose  estimation  every  man’s  work 
stands  at  its  true  value.  In  these  days 
of  achievement  and  of  marvelous  possi 
bilities,  with  the  temptation  to  experi¬ 
ment  that  unsettles,  it  may  be  natural 
to  grow  restive  when  the  wheels 
move  slowly,  and  hard  to  be 
satisfied  among  those  who  only  “stand 
and  wait.”  Yet  who  can  say  that  multi¬ 
tudes  of  women  have  not  wrought  as 


well  through  nameless  lives  of  prayer  and 
faith  and  labor,  as  the  few  whose  names 
the  world  counts  among  its  saints.  Yet 
every  noble  woman  has  made  the  best  of 
herself  and  her  surroundings,  has  not 
chosen  narrowness  and  ignorance,  or  con¬ 
fined  her  interest  within  selfish  limits.  It 
was  never  God’s  idea  that  for  the  holiest 
work  human  hands  can  undertake  a  wo¬ 
man  needed  but  shallow  preparation  and 
insufficient  food. 

He  meant  her  to  bring  to  her  help  all 
that  could  strengthen  and  elevate  and 
develop.  He  meant  the  sweet  waters 
■flowing  in  the  mother’s  heart  to  prove  a 
fountain  of  life  to  all  blessed  charities, 
and  nourish  a  sympathy  as  broad  as  the 
world.  In  her  tenderness  and  compassion 
grow  healing  for  many  woes,  and  reme¬ 
dies  for  many  evils.  No  woman  can  do 
the  best  work  for  her  own  home  whose 
work  ends  there ;  the  more  blessed  her 

wn  garden,  the  more  carefully  shielded 
vom  blight  and  mildew,  the  readier 
should  be  her  sacrifice  for  that  labor  by 
which  the  deserts  of  sin  may  be  changed 
into  the  garden  of  the  Lord.  If  the 
fountain  be  full,  it  will  overflow  ;  if  the 
stream  be  a  living  one,  it  will  find  its 
way  outward,  and  carry  with  it  the  re¬ 
freshment  of  its  source  without  impov¬ 
erishing  the  perennial  spring. 

The  Woman’s  Hour  is  the  hour  of  op¬ 
portunity,  not  of  special  opportunity  to 
individuals,  but  of  bringing  within  the 
reach  of  the  multitude  possibilities  of  | 
culture,  of  development,  of  satisfying 
knowledge,  such  as  were  scarcely  dreamed 
of  in  the  past.  Invention  and  ingenuity 
have  lifted  from  woman’s  shoulders  many 
a  burden  of  household  drudgery,  and  left 
her  free  to  devote  her  time  and  labor  to 
that  which  will  bring  to  her  and  her  chil¬ 
dren  more  profitable  returns.  New  pro¬ 
cesses  of  art  have  reproduced  from  the  j 
marble  and  canvas  the.  inspirations  of 
the  old  masters,  and  brought  them 
!  from,  their  far-away  palaces  to 
light  with  their  beautiful  presence 
the  home,  the  school -room  and 
the  workshop.  The  cheapening  of  books 
has  brought  the  precious  fruits  of  genius 
within  the  reach  of  humble  hands,  and 
those  whose  hearts  ached  in  silence  at  the 
thought  of  the  college  and  academy  which 
I  they  might  never  enter,  have  seen  the 
university  come  home  to  them;  the  great 
teachers  of  the  world  sit  down  with  them 
by  cradle  and  hearthstone,  opening  the 
wonderful  book  of  history,  unlocking  the 
sealed  treasures  of  art,  translating  the 
illuminated  scroll  of  the  heavens,  making 
audible  the  entrancing  melodies  of  na¬ 
ture. 


What  rest  for  weariness,  what  strength 
for  conscious  weakness,  what  help  in 
perplexity  has  come  to  thousands  Ox 
women  with  the  inspiration  that  has 
opened  by  every  fireside  a  training  school 
which  asks  no  troublesome  questions  of 
previous  preparation,  and  exacts  no 
promise  of  patient  continuance;  whose 
classes  allow  of  the  interruptions  of 
cooking  and  darning,  and  into  whose  old 
Greek  literature  a  melody  from  Mother  ' 
.loose  may  be  interjected  without  dis¬ 
turbance.  The  day  of  trashy  literature, 
especially  diluted  for  women,  the  era  of 
ladies’  magazines  and  annuals,  except  as 
exponents  of  special  handicrafts,  has 
gone  by.  Less  and  less  every  year 
do  we  hear  of  ladies’  schools, 
not  because  the  common  sense  of  the 
world  has  become  convinced  that  there  is 
no  fundamental  difference  in  the  mental 
tendencies  of  men  and  women,  but  be¬ 
cause  the  truth  is  more  fully  accepted 
that  sex  lies  deeper  than  any  question  of 
food,  or  culture,  or  training;  that  it  is  as 
unnecessary  to  provide  special  pabulum 
for  the  feminine  brain  as  to  furnish  a 
special  soil  to  preserve  the  peculiarities 
of  the  plants  id  your  garden.  In  some 
way,  beyond  your  finding  out,  the  subtle 
alchemy  of  nature  distils  from  the  same 
source  that  which  feeds  the  tender  beauty 
of  the  rose,  and  the  coarser  fibre  of  the 
corn;  the  delicate  whiteness  of  the 
lily,  and  the  enduring  texture  of 
the  oak.  It  may  not  please 
you  best  to  plant  them  side  by  side,  but 
they  draw  upon  the  same  sources  of 
growth  for  a  widely  differing  life.  We] 
shall  hardly  find  even  among  eminent 
conservatives  any  to  endorse  to  day  the 
advice  of  the  good  Abbe  Fenelon  to 
women,  who  had  been  rash  enough  to 
venture  upon  some  readings  for  their 
private  satisfaction,  that  they  should 
aim  to  at  least  appear  ignorant  in  con 
versation,  that  they  might  avoid  the 
odium  attached  to  learned  women.  The 
opportunity  of  the  hour  opens  to  woman 
the  whole  resplendent  field  of  knowl¬ 
edge,  and  kingly  hands  lead  her  forth  to 
explore  it. 

“Every  wise  woman,”  says  the 
preacher,  “buildeth  her  house,”  and  if 
j  she  be  a  wise  woman  she 
1  builds  after  the  best  models. 

What  was  Avisdom  for  the  grand¬ 
mothers,  whom  we  revere  and  honor, 
would  be  folly  for  their  granddaughters, 
and  no  one  would  more  graciously  admit 
the  fact  than  the  noble  women  them¬ 
selves,  who  were  far  from  shaping  their 
lives  upon  the  models  of  the  ancestors 
I  who  ate  with  their  fingers  in  spite  of 


their  eminent  godliness,  and  were  not 
always  able  to  write  their  own  names, 
though  they  might  be  skilled  in  the  man¬ 
ufacture  of  the  most  artistic  of  hob 
goblin  tapestry.  More  and  more  the 
solid  culture  of  the  day  goes  back  to  the 
home  for  its  foundation,  seeking  to  plant 
there  the  beginnings  of  that  enlightened 
thought  whose  vigorous  life  is  the  nat¬ 
ural  foe  to  frivolity  and  folly. 

What  flavor  has  the  cup  of  idle  pleasure 
to  tempt  the  lip  that  has  tasted  the  sweet 
waters  of  wisdom?  What  powrer  has  the 
voice  of  the  siren,  “  charming  never  so 
wisely,”  over  the  soul  that  has  been  led 
along  the  shining  pathways  of  truth  and 
caught  its  diviner  music?  Home  has  long 
been  styled  the  woman’s  kingdom,  but 
surely  the  golden  age  of  that  kingdom  is 
but-now  dawning  upon  if.  How  shall  a 
woman  who  sees  what  noble  work  she 
may  do  there  waste  time  and  thought 
upon  unworthy  ambitions?  How  shall 
she  who  has  a  soul  to  mould  put  her  best 
energies  up#n  less  glorious  material? 
Howt  shall  she  who  rightly  understands 
her  child’s  immortal  interests  spend  all 
her  loving  care  upon  those  things  that 
perish  with  the  using? 

Yet  woman  does  not  make  home  alone; 
and  the  popular  philosophy  which  makes 
the  mother  responsible  for  the  failure  of  | 
home  training  to  accomplish  all  that  is 
desirable,  is  but  a  repetition  of  Adam’s 
unworthy  subterfuge.  Fathers  and 
mothers  together  make  homes,  and  if  it 
be  true  that  a  large  proportion  of  our  i 
young  men  between  the  ages  of  21  and 
25  are  sule  to  vote  wrong  upon  any  ques¬ 
tion  between  license  and  wholesome  re¬ 
straint,  it  does  not  tell  more  heavily 
against  the  mother’s  home  training,  than 
against  the  father’s  precept  and  example 
which  they  are  quite  as  likely  to 
follow.  But,  oh !  for  a  generation 
of  men  and  women  trained  in  the  home 
to  a  genuine  reverence  for  truth,  purity 
and  honor;  to  stand  by  the  right  though 
the  heavens  fall,  and  thus  bring  all  things 
to  the  one  great  test  of  divine  law,  a  gen¬ 
eration  intelligently  taught  in  the  code  of 
Christian  ethics,  until  its  principles  had 
taken  fast  hold  of  their  lives.  We  should 
have  no  need,  then,  to  argue  with  intelli¬ 
gent  Christians  in  behalf  of  temperance 
and  righteousness  as  upheld  by  the  great 
enterprises  of  the  Church,  to  force  from 
them  a  grudging  support.  We  should  not 
stand  shamed  before  the  harvest  fields  of 
the  world,  for  whose  reaping  atheism  is 
more  eager  than  Christianity. 

The  Woman’s  Hour  is  the  hour  of  op¬ 
portunity  in  all  Christian  work.  For .. 
though  we  still  talk  about  the  other  side  * 


of  the  world,  it  must  be  evident  to  all 
who  watch  the  progress  of  civilization, 
that  there  is  ceasing  to  be  any  other  side. 
Hations  and  people  that  were  once  afar 
off  are  being  brought  near  and  closely 
linked  to  us  by  the  wonderful  ties  of 
common  interest.  Japan,  China,  and 
the  Islands  of  the  Sea  are  no  longer  re 
gions  of  myth  and  mystery.  The  gates 
of  their  sacred  cities  are  open  to  the 
world.  From  center  to  circumference 
their  lands  are  threaded  by  the  highways 
of  commerce. 

Intelligent  research  has  penetrated  into 
the  very  presence  of  the  divinities  that 
sat  enthroned  upon  their  mountain  tops, 
and  traced  to  its  earthly  fount  the  sacred 
river  that  once  flowed  i.i  mystery  and 
miracle  from  the  hand  of  Budha.  We 
are  no  longer  dependent  upon  the  slow, 
uncertain  movements  of  wind  and  wave 
for  tidings,  but  send  our  messages  to  the 
regions  that  one e  sat  in  darkness  as 
surely  and  as  swiftly  as  to  England  and 
France.  Their  people  are  at  our  doors  ; 
their  strange  speech  is  in  our  ears  ;  the 
barbaric  splendor  of  their  wonderful  fab  - 
rics  gleams  and  glistens  before  our  very 
eyes.  The  kingdom  whose  ports  but  a 
few  years  ago  were  sealed  to  the  ships  of 
all  nations,  now  proclaims  by  royal  edict 
the  Christian  Sabbath,  sends  to  the  bar¬ 
barians  of  America  for  a  man  to  super¬ 
intend  the  instruction  of  its  youth,  and 
gives  its  emphatic  approval  to  schools  for 
the  education  of  women. 

The  Indian,  after  a  century  of  oppres¬ 
sion,  finds  eloquent  pens  to  plead  his 
cause,  and  government  at  last  consents 
to  prove  whether  it  be  not  less  expensive 
to  civilize  him  as  a  child  than  to  hunt 
him  as  an  outlaw.  To  the  outraged 
womanhood  of  Utah  the  law  stretches  a 
protecting  hand.  For  the  race,  upon 
whose  dusky  brow  it  set  unsolicited  the 
seal  of  citizenship,  it  asks  the  saving 
power  of  Christian  education.  Every¬ 
where  the  truth  is  finding  demonstra¬ 
tion  that  the  earth  is  the  Lord’s, 
and  that  he  is  guiding  its 
revolutions,  shaping  its  civilizations,  and 
i  directing  all  its  mighty  agencies  to  bring 
about  his  purposes.  Under  our  very 
eyes  the  work  is  going  on.  Science 
lavishes  her  thousands  in  curious  investi 
gation,  and  lo!  she  has  but  opened  a  high¬ 
way  for  Christianity  to  enter  to  the  heart 
of  a  new  dominion.  She  sets  her  en¬ 
thusiasts  to  groping  in  the  dust  of  buried 
cities,  and  expends  the  labors  of  a  life¬ 
time  over  sculptured  stones  and  scattered 
tablets,  only  to  find  the  old  Hebrew  temple 
rising  upon  her  astonished  vision  and  the 
myths  of  the  Hebrew  Bible  reaffirmed  in 


the  testimony  grltven  ages  ago  upon  the 
rock.  A  bold  adventurer,  following  in 
the  track  of  the  dead  Livingstone,  draws  i 
J  the  thought  of  two  continents  to  the  bat¬ 
tle  ground  where  patient  Christian  work¬ 
ers  have  fought  for  a  slender  foothold, 

)  and  lo!  the  wealth  of  the  world  is  poured 
out  that  the  “land  shadowing  with 
wings”  may  welcome  the  advancing  feet 
of  a  new  civilization. 

Upon  all  these  fields,  so  wonderfully 
opened,  Christianity  bids  woman  enter. 
The  home  which  is  the  stronghold  of  the 
Church  in  Christian  lands  must  be  its 
fortress  in  every  other.  What  was  done 
in  the  church  and  school  was  undone  in 
the  home,  where  an  ignorant  and  heathen 
mother  impressed  her  own  likeness  and 
moral  similitude  upon  her  children.  Yet 
generations  of  rigid  seclusion  had  made 
the  very  thought  of  its  violation  abhor¬ 
rent  to  every  feeling  of  modesty  in  the 
heart  of  the  oriental  woman,  and  only 
her  sister  woman  might  pass  the  barrier 
to  bear  to  her  the  bread  of  life.  Her 
hand  may  open  the  closed  door,  her 
feet  cross  the  forbidden  threshhold, 
her  lips  may  tell  the  story.  Her  tender 
syspathy,  her  unwearied  patience,  her 
abiding  faith  as  they  carry  blessings  to 
others,  will  win  blessings  to  her  own 
heart.  Her  spiritual  insight  will  be 
quickened,  and  her  soul  lifted  into  fel 
lowship  with  the  Master,  for  whom  and 
with  whom  she  works.  Gathering  up 
the  fragments,  gleaning  after  the  reap¬ 
ers,  content  with  the  Master’s  “well 
done,”  blessed  among  women  is  she  whg 
stands  in  her  appointed  lot,  keeping  that 
which  has  been  committed  unto  her, 
winning  that  which  was  lost. 

Let  her  not  fear  that  the  home  and  the 
children  that  claim  her  tenderest  care 
will  suffer  from  this  widening  of  her  in- 
I terests.  Truly,  “the  life  is  more  than 
meat  and  the  body  more  than  raiment.” 
These  children  are  to  live  when  you  are 
in  your  graves.  Their  lives  are  for  some 
purpose,  beyond  the  enjoyment  to-day 
i  of  dainty  food  and  elaborate  attire,  and 
while  your  wise  and  loving  vigilance 
never  flags,  will  it  not  fit  them  for  truer 
and  more  helpful  lives  to  remember  that ; 
their  mother’s  sympathies  were  as  broad 
as  the  universe,  that  her  helping  hand 
was  outstretched  for  every  good  work  ; 
that  in  weariness  and  self-denial  she 
was  ready  to  share  the  burdens  of 
the  weak.  Is  it  not  time  for 
intelligent  people  to  discard  the  old 
sneer,  borrowed  from  Dickens  of  the 
Mrs.  Jellaby,  who  neglect  their  unfor¬ 
tunate  families  in  order  to  lavish  their 
sympathies  upon  foreign  missions.  I 


have  seen  many  families  sorely  neglected 
by  careless  and  fashionable  mothers; 

1  children  left  to  the  care  of  ignorant  ser¬ 
vant^  while  the  mothers  were  absorbed 
jin  dressing  and  visiting;  boys  going  un¬ 
checked  to  ruin,  while  the  mother  was 
at  the  theatre  or  opera;  but  never  a 
mother  who  neglected  her  home  duties 
that  she  might  go  to  mis¬ 
sionary  meetings.  The  most  sel- 
|  fish,  useless,  ungrateful  families  it 
has  been  my  misfortune  to  me^tare  those 
that  absorbed  as  a  natural  right  the  soul 
and  body  of  the  mother,  and  I  thank  God 
for  nothing  more  sincerly  than  for  the 
memory  of  Christian  households  where 
1  from  earliest  childhood  the  little  ones 
were  taught.  We  are  all  workers  to¬ 
gether  for  God.  He  does  not  make  it 
the  duty  of  some  people  to  give  up  every¬ 
thing  and  others  to  give  up  nothing.  We 
I  all  have  some  work,  and  we  must  help 
each  other  to  do  it. 

I  I  have  seen  the  children  of  our  mis¬ 
sionaries  full  of  that  tender  passionate 
affection  which  seems  the  natural  out¬ 
growth  of  their  isolation  in  the  midst  of 
heathendom,  caring  cheerfully  and 
thoughtfully  for  each  other  ;  going  to 
their  studies  with  steady  perserverance  ; 
enduring  privation  and  the  heart-break 
of  separation  with  the  courage  of  true 
soldiers.  And  my  heart  smote  me  to  re¬ 
member  that  the  sacrifice  and  the  self- 
den-al  were  made  necessary  because  we  1 
Christian  mothers  were  spending  years  of 
unnecessary  time  and  strength,  and 
thousands  of  dollars  upon  the  need¬ 
less  adornment  of  our  own  and  our 
children’s  garments,  upon  filling 
our  homes  with  costly  decorations,  and 
loading  our  tables  with  luxuries  that  are 
a  weariness  to  the  flesh  before  and  after 
they  are  consumed.  What  if  we  face 
our  own  consciences,  and  say  if  after  all 
a  great  deal  that  we  set  down  as  devotion 
to  our  families  be  not  done  for  our  own 
gratification,  or  out  of  regard  to  the 
opinions  of  our  neighbors.  Alas  for  our 
Christianity,  that  in  the  splendor  of  a 
dawn  for  which  prophets,  and  apostles, 
and  the  blessed  company  of  martyrs 
longed  in  vain,  our  hearts  are  so  slow  to 
believe  that  we  doubt  and  question  and 
begin  to  make  excuse! 

We  have  so  much  to  do.  But  is  there 
nothing  we  could  spare  from  the  daily 
round.  How  near  must  we  come  to  the 
river  that  bounds  our  earthly  life  before 
we  stop  to  ask,  What  does  it  matter? 
Of  what  moment,  after  all,  are  all  these 
pleasant  things  that  absorb  our  time 
and  thought?  Must  we  do  them  all? 
Would  our  lives  be  robbed  of  any  true 


beauty  by  less  of  self-seeking?  Is  there 
no  place  in  them  for  sacrifice?  Do  we 
not  find  time  for  everything  that  really 
takes  hold  upon  our  hearts?  For  read¬ 
ing  if  we  are  determined  upon  culture; 
for  art  if  our  enthusiasm  be  stirred  by 
it?  Listen,  O  soul!  to  the  voice  that  will 
some  day  ask  of  thee  solemn  questions: 

“Binding  thy  sheaves  on  many  a  gleam¬ 
ing  plain, 

Filling  thy  garners  with  the  golden 
grain 

Ere  shadows  lengthened,  and  the  day 
grew  dim, 

Didst  thou  not  find  one  slender  sheaf  for 
him 

Who  gleaned  among  the  thorns?” 

O,  woman,  great  is  thy  faith ;  a  faith 
which  takes  deep  root  in  a  nature  which 
can  not  go  out  to  compel  events,  but 
learns  through  the  very  laws  of  its  ex¬ 
istence  the  lesson  of  trust.  Not  by  might 
or  by  power,  but  by  the  spirit  of  the  liv¬ 
ing  God  is  the  strength  that  overcometh 
i  the  world,  and  what  the  hour  demands  of 
woman  is  that  sincere  and  enduring  con¬ 
secration  which  recognizes  one  Master, 
whose  we  are,  and  whom  we  serve ;  which 
sets  its  seal  upon  time,  talents,  prop¬ 
erty,  powers  of  mind  and  body,  things 
present  and  things  to  come,  as  redeemed 
forever  from  the  waste  of  folly 
and  set  apart  to  a  holy  service.  Not 
that  a  few  women  shall  be  filled 
with  a  special  inspiration  of  missionary 
zeal,  to  bear  burdens  and  make  sacrifices, 
but  a  new  spirit  to  pervade  our  daily  liv¬ 
ing,  to  hallow  our  daily  toil,  to  consecrate 
our  daily  duties,  to  make  of  homely  work 
a  holy  oblation,  because,  whether  we 
wake  or  sleep,  we  are  the  Lord’s.  To 
break  down  forever  the  boundary  between 
mine  and  thine,  and  bring  the  soul  into 
that  blissful  kinship  which  says  heartily 
of  every  act,  “this  I  do  for  thee.”  Such 
a  consecration  would  exercise  forever  the 
restless,  dissatisfied  cravings  of  self-seek¬ 
ing  and  bring  content  to  the  heart,  would 
banish  all  fears  of  failure  in  the  assu¬ 
rance  of  success,  which  always  comes 
to  -^od’s  purposes.  Such  a  conse¬ 
cration  would  bring  at  once 
within  the  bonds  of  your  love  and  sympa¬ 
thy  every  child  of  every  land  for  whom 
was  shed  the  blood  of  the  everlasting  cove¬ 
nant.  India,  China,  Japan,  Mexico, 
Africa,  all  would  be  joined  to  that  father- 
land  over  which  is  set  the  name  of  the 
King  whose  right  it  is  to  rule  and  to  reign . 
Soldiers  of  that  glorious  Commander, 

1  whether  advancing  in  the  face  of  the 
enemy,  or  holding  the  post  at  home, 
would  be  written  among  our  kindred, 
and  counted  among  our  beloved.  Into 
that  blessed  fellowship  let  us  enter,  as 
workers  together  with  God.  For  since  I 


cannot  doubt  his  wisdom  or  his  goodness, 

I  must  believe  that  this  wonderful  part¬ 
nership  to  which  he  invites  me  is 
for  my  sake,  not  his  sake;  that 
what  he  had  no  need  to  receive, 

I  had  great  need  to  give.  It  was 
like  his  gracious  fatherhood  not  to 
overwhelm  me  with  my  weakness,  and 
littleness,  and  importance;  not  to  keep 
me  at  a  distance  as  a  hired  servant,  but 
admitting  me  to  his  confidence  as  a  be¬ 
loved  child,  to  unfold  to  me  his  counsels, 
and  entrust  to  me  his  designs.  Id  no 
way  could  he  so  well  enable  the  aims  of 
my  life  as  by  making  me  a  sharer  in  dis¬ 
pensing  that  grand  benevolence  which 
includes  alike  the  evil  and  the  good;  in 
no  way  could  he  so  well  rebuke  my  sel-  | 
fishness  as  by  entrusting  to  my  hands 
the  only  gift  which  involved  divine  sac¬ 
rifice. 

I  need  not  count  my  resources;  they 
are  limitless.  I  need  not  measure  my 
power;  it  is  without  measure.  1  need 
not  be  discouraged  at  difficulties.  Is 
anything  too  hard  for  the  Lord?  He 
stands  with  me  beside  a  dead  world,  and 
promises  its  resurrection  in  the  same 
voice  which  assured  the  weeping  Mar¬ 
tha,  “Said  I  not  unto  thee  that#  if  thou 
wouldst  believe  thou  shouldst  see  the 
salvation  of  God.” 

Long  ago,  from  that  height  above  Je¬ 
rusalem,  the  king  looked  down  upon  the 
pleasant  homes  and  good'y  palaces,  la¬ 
menting,  “If  thou  hadst  known,  at  least 
in  this  thy  day  the  things  that  belong  to 
thy  peace.”  O  woman!  in  this  thy  day 
of  power,  thy  day  of  promise,  thy  day  of 
glorious  possibilities,  thy  day  of  glad  but 
solemn  responsibilities,  falter  not,  aDd 
draw  not  back  lest  the  sorrows ul  voice 
I  speak  to  thee  also! 

There  is  a  story,  strange  as  a  dream  of 
romance,  of  the  finding  by  the  empress 
Helen  of  that  which  the  Christian  world 
of  the  day  accepted  with  reverent  wor¬ 
ship  as  the  true  cross.  When  it  was 
lifted  from  the  dust  that  had  hidden  it  [ 
there  was  no  electric  tongue  to  flash  the  I 
news  around  the  world,  but  on  the  sacred 
mountain  they  lighted  a  beacon  fire,  and 
the  watchers  on  the  next  height  kindled 
theirs,  and  so  from  summit  to  summit 
they  passed  the  news  along,  and  in  every 
city  where  it  came  the  bells  rang,  and 
the  priests  chanted  Gloria  in 
Excelsis.  To-day,  before  the  eyes 
of  a  darkened  world  woman’s  hand  again 
uplifts  the  cross;  not  the  mouldering  ! 
fragment  of  wood,  but  the  glorified,  spir-  j 
itualized  emblem  with  its  divine  burden  1 
of  the  Redeemer  who  shall  draw  all  the  ! 
world  unto  him.  We  may  not  go  to  carry  i 


the  message,  but  in.  every  home,  bj  eveiy 
fireside,  are  those  who  can  at  least  light 
their  own  beacon,  sending  the  glad  news 
onward  to  the  next  watcher,  until  in  one 
radiant  pathway  its  glory  shall  encircle 
the  earth. 


The  Woman’s  Executive  Committee 

Of  Home  Missions  was  the  other  subject. 
Its  organization  called  forth  universal  and 
unqualified  disapprobation,  as  not  merely 
unnecessary,  but  as  positively  harmful.  In 
this  the  ministers  voice  the  convictions  of 
all  the  devout  and  active  women  of  their 
congregations.  What  gives  great  weight  to 
their  opinion  is  the  fact  that  their  interest 
and  labors  have  been  t'roca  the  first  until  now 
specially,  though  not  exclusively,  given  to 
the  Home  field.  New  Mexico,  Alaska,  the 
Zuni  Mission  have  kindled  their-  zeal  and  de¬ 
veloped  their  benevolence  to  a  remarkable 
extont.  If  as  much  is  done  for  these  mis¬ 
sions  in  other  parts  of  the  country  as  is  done 
lor  them  here,  it  may  be  confidently  affirmed 
that  they  are  receiving  out  of  all  proportion 
what  is  done  for  the  field  at  large,  either 
Home  or  Foreign.  And  now  that  a  new  and 
goneral  society  should  be  got  up  for  the  par¬ 
ticular  purpose  of  increasing  the  lion’s  share, 
is  felt  to  be  altogether  unjustifiable. 

The  society  in  New  York,  of  which  Mrs. 
Graham  is  the  honored  head,  enjoys  the  en¬ 
tire  confidence  of  our  women,  and  meets  all 
their  desires.  The  organization  of  the  new 
society  awakens  a  feeling  bordering  on  re¬ 
sentment,  as  a  reflection  upon  it.  Because 
tho  Philadelphia  society  confines  itself  to  the 
Foreign  field,  is  no  reason  whatever  for  ano¬ 
ther  society  to  act  exclusively  for  the  Home. 
The  New  York  society  has  been  chosen  and 
prized  because  it  combines  both.  Thei’e 
doubtless  are  congregatioixs  so  strong  as  to 
bo  able  to  sustain  two  women’s  societies,  one 
for  each  field;. but  they  are  exceptional,  and 
even  they  might-  find  it  productive  of  the 
gx’eatest  good,  in  the- long  run,  to  combine 
their  strength  in  harmonious  cooperation. 

The  present  is  no  time  to  spend  money  in 
getting  its  new  machinery  and  to  increase 
expenses  of  management;  and  the  seventh 
item  under  the  head  of  “  Regulations,"  adopt¬ 
ed  by  the  new  organization,  is  not  calculated 
to  lossen  the  disfavor  with  which  it  is  met  in 
this  section,  or  to  increase  its  popularity  in 
any  other:  “If  sufficient  special  donations 
to  meet  expenses  for  rent,  freight,  postage, 
and  stationery  be  not  received,  money  for 
these  purposes  may  be  taken  from  the  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  general  woi'k.”  These  ex¬ 
penses  may  be  saved  by  the  local  societies 
forwarding  their  funds  to  the  old  New  York 
organization. 


The  Interior. 

THURSDAY,  APRIL  3,  1879. 


|  —The  second  anniversary  of  the  Ladies’ 
Board  of  Missions  of  the  Southwest  has 
come  and  gone.  TW  reporter, s  of  the  secu¬ 
lar  press  were  not  present,  and  consequent¬ 
ly  the  daily  paper  is  no  help  in  recording 
the  proceedings.  Mrs.  Starrett  acted  as  re¬ 
porter,  and  a  full  account  will  appear  in 
the  St.  Louis  Evangelist.  As  it  was  not 
our  privilege  to  be  present,  and  as  the 
Evangelist  is  not  out  yet,  it  is  impossible 
to  do  more  than  to  record  hearsay  about 
the  convention.  There  are  now  thirty-five 
auxiliaries.  Eight  of  these  had  delegates 
in  the  convention,  viz.:  First  Church, 
North  Church,  Carondelet,  St.  Louis,  Web¬ 
ster  Groves,  Kirkwood  and  Parkville,  and  i 
East  St.  Louis,  with  another  whose  name 
is  forgotten.  Most  of  auxiliaries  sent  writ¬ 
ten  reports.  There  were  no  delegates  from 
the  boards  of  New  York,  Philadelphia  or 
Chicago.  Mrs.  Swift,  Secretary  of  a  Bap¬ 
tist  missionary  society,  read  a  very  accept¬ 
able  paper.  The  various  secretaries  of  the 
board  read  good  and  encouraging  reports. 
Mrs.  Dr.  Brookes  presided  with  her  usual 
grace  and  dignity.  The  old  officers  were 
all  re-elected.  The  treasurer  reports  re¬ 
ceipts  for  the  year  $.550.  A  poem  written 
for  the  occasion  by  Mrs.  Dean,  of  High¬ 
land,  Kansas,  was  read  by  one  of  the  secre- 
I  taries.  The  attendance  of  ladies  from  the 
city  is  said  to  have  been  very  good,  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  afternoon,  though  in  that 
large  building  their  number  would  seem 
I  less  than  it  actually  was.  Had  they  met 
in  the  lecture-room  it  would  have  been  bet¬ 
ter  and  pleasanter.  The  main  audience- 
room  of  the  First  Church  (where  the  con¬ 
vention  met)  is  not  an  easy  room  to  speak 
in  unless  it  is  full.  On  Monday  evening, 
Drs.  Ganse,  Marquis  and  Johnston,  (of 
East  St.  Louis)  made  excellent  and  appro¬ 
priate  addresses.  On  Tuesday  evening 
the  whole  time  was  given  to  Dr.  Sheldon 
Jackson,  and  he  occupied  it  well  on 
“  Woman’s  Work  for  Woman.”  A  large 
audience  was  not  expected  Monday,  but  on 
Tuesday  night  it  was  but  little  better.  lor  ' 


some  reason  or  other  there  was  little  or  no 
advertisement  of  Dr.  Jackson’s  address,  it 
being  omitted  unintentionally  from  several 
of  the  pulpit  notices  the  Sunday  before. 
The  result  was  that  not  200  people  were  m 
the  house.  In  fact  a  stranger  in  our  city 
of  four  or  five  daily  papers  would  have 
known  only  by  chance  that  anything  unu 
sual  was  going  on.  Wednesday  afternoon 
at  3  o’clock,  Dr.  Jackscn  talked  to  the  la 
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Webb,  a  returned  misflionary,  and  now  a 
professor  in  Lincoln  University,  followed 
in  a  short  address  on  the  work  in  India. 
This  suggests  that  you  mistake  the  facts  j 
when  you  speak  of  the  Board  of  the  South¬ 
west  as  a  Home  Board.  It  is  both  home 
and  foreign,  and  quite  equally  divides  its 
funds  between  the  two.  Would  it  not  be 
a  good  idea  for  the  Board  of  the  South-  , 
west  to  become  an  auxiliary  of  the  Board 
of  the  Northwest  as  a  Foreign  Board,  and 
in  turn  for  the  Board  of  the  Northwest  to 
become  an  auxiliary  to  the  Board  of  the 
i  Southwest,  the  latter  meantime  becoming 
exclusively  home,  as  the  former  already  is 
exclusively  foreign?  Thus  each  would  be 
prominent  in  its  own  department,  and  both 
would  be  so  consolidated  as  to  embrace  all 
the  elements  in  both  territories  and  ex¬ 
clude  all  friction.  Rev.  Duncan  McMillen 
was  to  address  the  ladies  on  the  work  in 
Utah,  but  failed  to  arrive  in  time.  He 
did  arrive  in  time,  however,  to  deliver  an 
admirable  address  on  the  subject  on  j 
Wednesday  evening  in  the  North  Presby-  j 
terian  Church.  The  same  evening  at  the 
same  place,  Dr.  Jackson  gave  an  epitome 
of  his  lecture  on  Alaska.  Both  addresses  | 
were  listened  to  with  rapt  attention.  It  j 
should  be  said  also  that  all  of  Dr.  Jack¬ 
son’s  addresses  here  were  delightful  and 
must  prove  profitable.  It  was  a  source  of 
universal  regret  that  the  house  was  not 
crowded  on  Tuesday  evening.  Nobody  in 
particular  is  for  blame  for  the  oversight, 
but  poor  a  place  as  St.  Louis  is  for  lec¬ 
turers,  had  Dr.  Jackson  been  sufficiently 
advertised  the  First  Church  would  have 
been  crowded. 


GOOD  CHEER 

Is  brought  to  the  toilers  in  the  Mis¬ 
sion  field,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
by  the  enthusiasm  and  practical  aid 
which  the  women  of  our  Church  are 
bringing  to  the  work.  It  has  been 
left  for  our  day  to  witness  what  can 
be  and  is  done  by  [them.  Their 
various  Boards  of  Missions,  with 
hundreds  of  auxilaries,  and  thou¬ 
sands  of  sympathetic  hearts  are  pour¬ 
ing  great  sums  into  the  treasuries. 
No  age  has  witnessed  such  munifi¬ 
cent  gifts  from  a  woman,  for  the 
work  of  the  Church,  as  those  which 
Mrs.  John  C.  Green,  of  New  York, 
has  recently  given  to  the  various 
Boards  of  our  Church.  What  cheer 
it  brought  to  the  Foreign  Board,  as 
well  as  to  its  missionaries  in  every 
land,  and  to  every  lover  of  the  cause, 


when  it  was  announced  that  her  gift 
of  $50,000  paid  the  last  dollar  of 
debt  and  left  a  balance  in  the  Treas¬ 
ury  !  What  new  life  it  gave  to  the 
Missionary  Department  of  the  Board 
of  Publication  when  the  same  woman 
donated  $50,000  to  its  permanent 
fund,  the  interest  of  which  is  to  be 
used  each  year  to  spread  our  denomi¬ 
national  literature !  How  poor,  un¬ 
fortunate  ones  will  rise  up  and  call 
her  blessed  for  her  noble  gift  of 
$50,000  to  the  Presbyterian  Home  in 
New  York  City!  And  now  every 
lover  of  the  Evangelization  of  our  own 
land  will  rejoice  in  the  unparalled 
gift  of  $100,000  to  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions,  the  annual  interest  of  which 
is  to  be  devoted  to  the  extension  of 
the  cause  of  our  Lord,  through  the 
instrumentality  ofHome  Missionaries. 
What  a  happy  thing  for  woman,  as 
well  as  for  the  world,  that  the  Lord 
is  putting  it  into  her  heart  to  render 
such  material  aid  in  the  extension  of 
His  Cause ! 

There  is  possibly  one  danger 
against  which  we  should  guard. 
There  will  be  no  gain  if  we  “rob  Peter 
to  pay  Paul.”  This  result  has  already 
been  seen  in  a  few  instances.  Let 
the  women  continue  to  plan,  and 
gather,  and  give,  but  let  not  men 
slacken  their  efforts.  There  is  a 
thousand  ways  in  which  she  can  econo¬ 
mize  and  sacrifice  in  order  to  give, 
and  just  as  many  in  which  he  can  fol¬ 
low  her  example. 

It  is  no  new  thing  for  woman  to  be 
engaged  in  this  work.  In  1818  the 
Synod  of  Albany,  in  the  Narrative  of 
Religion,  states:  “Female  cent  so¬ 
cieties  and  prayer-meetings  have  been 
formed  in  most  of  our  congregations, 
and  the  assistance  they  render  is  very 
considerable.  Indeed  the  Church 
owes  much  at.  the  present  day  to  the  | 
exertions  of  pious  females.” 

In  1822  the  Female  Missionary 
Societies  numbered  fifty  branches. 
Several  of  the  most  prominent  minis¬ 
ters  and  missionaries  which  our 
Church  has  known,  were  assisted  by 
these  women. 

If  this  was  the  record  when  the 
Churches  were  so  sparse  and  poor, 


what  might  we  not  expect  now?  It1 
brings  it  cheer  to  witness  the  women 
of  the  present  day  emulate  the  exam- 1 
ample  of  their  sisters  in  earlier  days. 
The  Foreign  Board  has  been  receiv¬ 
ing  its  thousands  of  dollars  through 
this  instrumentality  during  the  past 
few  yeai's.  And  now  woman  is 
being  waked  up  to  the  importance  of 
greater  efforts  in  behalf  of  her  sex  in 
this  land.  Many  thousands  of  dol¬ 
lars  have  been  contributed  annually 
in  the  way  of  boxes  of  clothing,  etc., 
(which  are  never  counted  as  salary) 
to  help  the  toiling  Missionary  family. 
But  as  the  light  breaks  in  upon  her 
in  reference  to  the  great  destitution 
of  woman  in  our  own  land,  her  efforts 
are  reaching  beyond  this  mere  sup¬ 
plementary  aid. 

Last  year  over  $11,000  in  money 
was  sent  by  them  to  the  Home  Board 
for  this  purpose.  We  expect  this  to 
be  quadrupled  this  year.  The  fact 
that  our  last  Assembly  authorized  the 
Board  to  commission  women  as  teach¬ 
ers  has  given  a  new  impetus  to  this 
work. 

New  Societies  are  springing  up  in 
all  parts  of  the  Church,  and  old  ones 
are  being  revived.  Already  eighteen 
women  have  been  commissioned.  The 
Board  is  only  waiting  for  funds  to 
send  out  others.  It  is  not  the  design 
to  curtail  the  work  in  other  direc¬ 
tions.  Funds  for  this  purpose  must 
come  mainly  from  the  women — from 
the  societies  which  are  organizing  and 
gathering ;  from  such  associations 
as  the  Woman’s  Board  for  the  South¬ 
west,  which  is  slowly  but  surely  feel¬ 
ing  its  way  to  success. 

The  visit  of  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson, 
D.D.,  to  our  city  last  month,  did 
much  to  deepen  interest  and  increase 
effort.  Those  who  heard  him  will 
not  soon  forget  the  story  of  300,000 
women  in  our  own  land  who  are  shut 
out  from  all  Christian  privilege,  the 
(  great  majority  of  whom  have  never 
heard  of  a  Savior,  and  the  balance  so 
deeply  steeped  in  ignorance  and 
superstition  that  not  a  ray  of  saving 
knowledge  has  ever  entered  their 
minds  or  hearts.  Dr.  Jackson  gave 
facts  from  his  own  observation  which 


makes  the  necessity  of  the  employ-  j 
ment  of  women  as  great  as  in  foreign 
lands. 

Just  here  we  may  enter  a  protest- 
against  the  thought  that  the  Foreign 
Board  has  pre-empted  all  that  woman 
can  do  for  the  Master.  There  should 
be  no  unholy  rivalry,  no  bad  words 
or  hard  feelings.  The  evangelization 
of  the  world  is  the  end  in  view.  The 
General  who  does  not  secure  the  base 
of  supplies  would  not  long  be  able  to 
maintain  his  army  in  the  field.  One 
of  the  best  ways  to  support  the  For¬ 
eign  work  is  a  more  thorough  spread 
and  maintainance  of  the  Gospel  at 
home.  It  would  be  bad  policy  to 
“kill  the  goose  which  lays  the  golden 
egg.” 

It  is  also  a  poor  policy  and  errone¬ 
ous  doctrine  to  do  nothing  for  others 
until  there  is  nothing  more  to  be  done 
at  home.  The  report  has  been  cir¬ 
culated  that  many  Home  Mission 
churches  dare  not  give  to  Foreign 
Missions  for  fear  that  the  Home 
Board  will  refuse  them  further  aid. 
The  Board  that  would  do  this  would 
deserve  and  receive  the  censure  of 
the  General  Assembly.  The  Board 
of  Home  Missions  has  never  dreamed 
of  a  course  so  disloyal  to  Christ 
and  his  Church.  The  minister 
who  would  refuse  to  present  the 
;  claims  of  both  arms  of  the  Church’s 
I  work  would  disgrace  his  ordination 
!  vows  and  be  unwofthy  the  name  of 
1  an  ambassador  of  Christ.  It  is  not 
|  the  design  of  the  Home  Board  to 
'  curtail  the  influence  of  the  Foreign 
Board.  But  it  is  an  outrage  that 
Home  Mission  churches  should  ask 
aid  from  the  treasury  of  Home  Mis¬ 
sions  in  order  that  they  may  give  it 
to  Foreign  Missions.  It  is  an  unwar¬ 
rantable  attempt  to  control  the  money 
of  others. 

As  the  result  of  the  efforts  of  the.  Pres¬ 
byterian  women  to  evangelize  their  sex  in  our 
Western  Territories,  where  Mormonisra,  Pop¬ 
ery,  or  Heathenism  has  sway,  their  Board  has 
now  twenty-four  missionaries  iu  Utah,  twenty- 
three  in  New  Mexico,  and  five  in  Alaska. 
They  are  all  fields  specially  adapted  to  woman’s 

work. 
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JUofvqii]^  0e^ioiy — J\foi‘tt|  Pfe^bytefiar}  Courtly 

DEVOTIONAL  EXERCISES  AT  9.30  A.  51. 

10.00  A.  M.,  OPENING  REMARKS  by  the  President,  Mrs.  Ashbel  Green. 
REPORT  OF  CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY. 

REPORT  OF  TREASURER. 

SHORT  ADDRESS  by  Mrs.  Dr.  Hibbard,  of  M.  E.  Church. 

“  “  Delegate  from  Baptist  H.  M.  Society. 

“  “  A  friend  who  has  visited  Utah  Schools. 

Letter  from  Miss  V.  A.  Lewis,  of  Napa,  Cal. 

Miss  Lora  B.  Shields,  of  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico. 
Rev.  Geo.  W.  Leonard,  of  Springville,  Utah. 

Prof.  J.  M.  Coyner,  of  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

Rev.  H.  B.  Gage,  of  Pueblo,  Colorado. 


Upon  adj*  urnmenf,  members  of  Synodical  Committees  will  meet  for  Election  of  Officers 
of  the  Woman's  Executive  Committee. 


Evening  $e$ioiy — I<hfayette  $ti‘eet  Courtly 

Commencing  at  7.30  o’clock. 

Rev.  CHAS.  S.  POMEROY,  D.  D.,  of  Cleveland ,  Ohio,  will  preside. 


Addresses  by  Rev.  D.  J.  McMillan,  Superintendent  of  Presbyterian  Missions 
in  Utah,  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Henry  Kendall,  D.  D. 


Members  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  all  other  friends  interested  in  Home  Missions, 
are  cordially  invited  to  be  present. 


REPORT  OF  EXECUTIVE  BOARD 


OF  THE 

Women’s  Baptist  Home  Mission  Society, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  APRIL  30,  1878, 


The  Executive  Board  of  the  Women’s  Baptist  Home  Mission 
Society  respectfully  submit  the  following  as  their 

FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

Early  in  the  present  century,  previous  to  the  organization  in  this  country  of  any  general  missionary 
society  of  our  denomination,  women  were  actively  engaged  in  prosecuting  the  work  of  home  missions. 
Church  organizations,  similar  to  those  we  have  to-day,  were  extensively  formed  and  rendered 
efficient  service,  both  in  supplementing  with  supplies  of  clothing,  the  small  salaries  of  pastors  on  the 
frontiers,  and  also  in  raising  money  for  the  support  of  missionaries. 

When  the  foreign  mission  enterprise  was  begun,  it  found  in  these  local  societies  powerful  allies, 
possessing  an  enthusiasm  already  kindled  and  consecrated  energies  actively  employed,  which  speedily 
resulted  in  large  contributions  annually  sent  up  to  the  general  organization  for  both  the  Home  and  the 
Foreign  Departments  of  its  missionary  work.  As  years  rolled  on,  however,  the  interest  in  missions 
which  had  been  developed  among  the  mass  of  Christian  women  gradually  faded  away,  their  benevolence 
was  diverted  into  other  channels,  and  church  missionary  societies  became  for  many  years  comparatively 
unknown  until  they  were  recently  revived  in  behalf  of  woman’s  work  in  foreign  missions. 

In  the  rapid  changes  which  time  has  wrought,  both  in  the  populations  and  the  spiritual  needs  of 
our  own  country,  there  has  arisen  an  imperative  demand  for  enlarged  plans  and  increased  efficiency  in 
the  work  of  home  missions ;  and  the  duty  of  Christian  women  to  take  up  this  department  of  work 
alongside  that  of  foreign  missions  has  become  impressed  upon  their  hearts,  until  it  now  engrosses  to  no 
small  extent  the  attention  of  all  the  various  denominations.  The  conviction  is  fast  taking  hold  of  the 
minds  of  all,  that  in  the  homes  of  the  degraded  populations  of  our  country  there  is  a  work  to  be  done 
second  to  no  other,  to  which  woman  is  specially  adapted,  and  which  most  forcibly  appeals  to  her 
sympathies  and  love  —  a  work  of  lifting  them  from  their  degradation  into  the  bright  sunlight  of 
Christian  intelligence  and  purity. 

It  is  a  truth  universally  accepted,  that  a  home  can  not  be  raised  above  the  mother,  or  a  race  above 
the  type  of  its  womanhood;  and  as  Christian  women  recognize  this  truth,  they  are  aroused  to  a 
consciousness  that  great  responsibilities  are  before  them,  and  that  perhaps  to  them  in  no  small  degree  is 
committed  the  weal  or  woe  of  the  nation.  Baptist  women,  ever  quick  to  respond  to  the  call  of  duty, 
are  already  in  the  field  with  forces  organized  and  work  begun  ;  and  to-day  we  gather  to  recount  the 
defeats  and  victories  of  one  year’s  service  in  the  cause. 

Your  board,  in  presenting  this  their  First  Annual  Report,  deem  it  important  that  a  brief  history  of  the 
origin  and  formation  of  the  society  be  given. 
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ORIGIN. 

The  organization  of  the  Women’s  Baptist  Home  Mission  Society  was  not  the  result  of  a  temporary 
impulse  or  a  spasmodic  enthusiasm,  but  the  outgrowth  of  a  deep-seated  conviction  of  the  claims  of 
home  missions  on  Christian  women.  Already  had  these  convictions  taken  shape  in  two  of  the  western 
states;  in  one  of  which  had  been  formed  the  Woman’s  Baptist  Home  Mission  Society  of  Michigan,  and 
in  the  other,  the  Woman’s  State  Board  of  Minnesota  — the  latter  state  being  almost  wholly  a  missionary 
field,  while  the  former  has  a  large  area  of  truly  missionary  ground. 

Seven  years  ago  the  Women’s  Foreign  Missionary  Societies  were  organized;  and  any  who  [have 
acquainted  themselves  with  the  work  of  these  societies,  both  on  the  foreign  field  and  in  the  churches  at 
home,  have  realized  to  what  a  large  extent  it  has  conduced  to  the  cultivation  of  a  missionary  spirit, 
scattered  missionary  intelligence,  interested  the  youth  and  children,  and  developed  the  mental  and 
spiritual  power  of  the  sisters,  and  thus  strengthened  the  working  force  of  the  churches.  Surely  we  must 
acknowledge  that  the  work  has  been  of  God. 

But  the  time  came  wrhen  it  was  asked  :  Is  there  not  an  equal  demand  for  woman’s  work  in 
Home  Missions  ?  If  the  deep  degradation  of  woman  in  Asiatic  heathenism  lays  special  claim  to  the 
sympathies  and  efforts  of  the  Christian  women  of  America,  does  not  that  which  exists  in  this,  our  own 
land,  present  an  equal  claim  upon  them  ?  While  woman  is  brought  to  the  front  as  never  before  to  do 
battle  for  truth  and  right  in  all  the  great  moral  enterprises  of  the  age,  has  she  no  part  to  bear  in  con¬ 
quering  North  America  for  Christ  ?  So  long  as  there  is  found  among  the  Chinese  on  the  Pacific  slope, 
the  savage  tribes  of  the  western  plains,  the  semi-pagans  of  Mexico,  and  many  of  the  millions  of  freed 
people  in  the  south,  a  degradation  as  deep,  a  slavery  as  bitter,  an  ignorance  as  dark,  a  helplessness  as 
complete  as  the  world  ever  saw,  ought  Christian  women  to  overlook  their  duty  to  these  degraded  people, 
and  pass  them  by  as  unworthy  their  sympathy  and  care  ? 

Again  :  with  the  incoming  multitudes  from  the  old  world,  overwhelming  the  nation  like  a  vast  tidal 
wave,  and  threatening  to  sweep  even  the  children  of  Christian  homes  into  the  terrible  maelstrom  of 
European  infidelity,  or  stealthily  entrap  them  in  the  deceitful  toils  of  Jesuitism,  does  there  not  come  a 
strong  appeal  to  Christian  mothers  to  rally  for  the  defence  of  the  truth  ? 

These  questions  were  answered  in  the  organization  of  the  Women’s  Baptist  Home  Mission  Society 
in  the  City  of  Chicago,  on  the  first  day  of  February,  1877. 

Four  years  previously,  the  subject  of  such  an  organization  was  discussed  by  the  women  of  that  city, 
and  though  then  regarded  as  not  feasible,  and  temporarily  abandoned,  it  continued  to  have  a  place  in 
their  thoughts  and  convictions.  Prominent,  also,  among  the  influences  which  finally  resulted  in  the 
organization  of  the  society,  were  the  appeals  for  help  which  came  from  Miss  Moore,  a  devoted  Christian 
woman,  who  was  laboring  alone  afhong  the  colored  people  in  New  Orleans,  supported  by  a  few  Sunday 
Schools  and  mission  circles  in  northern  Illinois.  Still  later  a  Woman’s  Missionary  Society  was  formed 
among  the  native  women  of  the  Indian  Territory,  by  Mrs.  C.  R.  Blackall,  of  Chicago;  and  soon  after 
a  most  touching  appeal  was  presented  from  them,  through  Maj.  G.  W.  Ingalls,  a  devoted  friend  and 
missionary  to  the  Indians,  to  the  women  of  Chicago  to  aid  them  in  sending  the  Gospel  to  their  native 
sisters  among  the  wild  tribes. 

This  appeal  so  stirred  their  hearts  that  measures  were  at  once  inaugurated  for  organizing  and  enter¬ 
ing  upon  the  work.  Correspondence  was  opened  with  Dr.  S.  S.  Cutting,  Corresponding  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  American  Baptist  Home  Mission  Society,  and  Dr.  J.  N.  Murdock,  of  the  American  Baptist 
Missionary  Union,  with  reference  to  the  best  method  of  engaging  in  the  enterprise — whether  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  foreign  work  or  by  a  seperate  organization.  All  felt  an  aversion  to  multiplying  societies. 
Ladies  interested  in  the  new  enterprise  were  already  identified  with  the  foreign  work,  and  preferred,  if 
practicable,  a  union  of  the  two  interests.  But  the  secretaries  of  the  two  general  societies  with  whom 
they  were  in  correspondence,  considered  the  union  impracticable,  and  advised  the  abandonment  of  such 
a  scheme,  and  recommended  the  formation  of  a  new  society.  A  meeting  for  organization  was  called, 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Home  Mission  Society  being  present  was  invited  to  participate  in  the 
deliberation. 

A  large  majority  of  the  ladies  desired  that  the  new  society  should  be  co-operative  with  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Baptist  Home  Mission  Society,  rather  than  auxiliary  to  it,  and  a  constitution  was  framed  in  accord- 
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ance  with  those  views ;  but  when  it  was  discussed  in  committee,  previous  to  the  general  meeting,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Home  Mission  Society,  feeling  that  it  was  important  that  closer  relations  than  those  in¬ 
dicated  by  the  word  “co-operate,”  should  exist  between  the  two  societies,  drew  up  articles  VIII  and 
IX,  defining  such  relations,  which,  after  considerable  discussion,  were  reluctantly  accepted  by  the  com¬ 
mittee,  and  adopted  by  the  meeting,  though  the  term  “to  co-operate  ”  was  still  retained  in  the  first  article 
of  the  constitution.  Officers  were  chosen  and  the  society  entered  upon  its  work  with  a  zeal  and 
enthusiasm  which,  under  God,  promised  ultimate  and  speedy  success. 

Directly,  however,  your  Board  found  themselves,  at  every  step  of  their  work,  embarassed  by  their 
constitution  that  Article  IX,  requiring  them  to  place  all  funds  not  needed  for  current  expenses  in  the 
treasury  of  the  Home  Mission  Society,  inclined  all  auxiliaries  east  of  Chicago  to  send  their  money 
direct  to  that  society.  With  such  an  article  in  the  constitution,  it  became  evident  that  there  never  could 
be  formed  any  close  relations  with  a  large  portion  of  their  auxiliaries.  In  fact  the  whole  working  out  of 
articles  VIII  and  IX  was  to  place  the  American  Baptist  Home  Mission  Society  between  this  society 
and  its  auxiliaries  and  missionaries. 

After  six  months  of  faithful  effort  to  establish  their  work  under  the  constitution  as  it  then  stood, 
they  became  convinced  that  it  was  wholly  impracticable,  and  the  constitution  was  amended  in  conformity 
with  the  original  plan  of  the  founders,  and  sent  to  auxiliaries  and  life-members  for  approval.  To  the 
amended  constitution  there  was  no  dissent.  It  was  subsequently  adopted,  and  has  largely  increased  the 
efficiency  of  the  society. 

The  policy  of  your  Board,  both  regarding  the  co-operative  relations  of  this  society  with  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Baptist  Home  Mission -Society  as  expressed  in  the  first  article  of  the  constitution,  and  its  special 
work  as  indicated  in  the  second  article,  may,  perhaps,  be  most  clearly  understood  as  defined  in  the 
following 

ARTICLES  OF  POLICY. 

1.  This  Board  does  not  contemplate  doing  the  work  which  has  heretofore  been  prosecuted  by  the 
American  Baptist  Home  Mission  Society,  but  a  distinct  department  of  home  mission  work  never  before 
undertaken  by  the  denomination,  and  appealing  especially  to  women,  viz.:  A  work  by  women  in  homes 
for  the  elevation  and  Christianization  of  the  families  of  the  more  degraded  populations  of  our  country, 
— a  work  which,  if  secondary  to  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel,  is  almost  vital  to  its  complete  success. 

2.  This  Board  would  hereby  express  its  deep  interest  in  the  work  now  being  done  by  the  American 
Baptist  Home  Mission  Society,  and  in  undertaking  this  new  department  of  work,  hitherto  almost  wholly 
overlooked,  it  is  with  the  intention  only  of  becoming  a  strong  ally  to  that  society  in  its  grand  work. 

3.  It  is  the  purpose  of  this  Board,  as  the  constitution  of  the  society  declares,  “to  co-operate  with 
the  American  Baptist  Home  Mission  Society,”  if  permitted;  counseling  with  them  in  the  future  as  in 
the  past,  regarding  all  matters  of  mutual  interest  ;  feeling  that  their  mature  judgment  and  large  experi¬ 
ence  in  home  missions  will  be  of  invaluable  service.  But  as  women  can  best  judge  of  the  qualifications 
needed  for  woman’s  work,  and  as  this  Board  is  alone  responsible  for  the  financial  prosecution  of  its 
work,  whether  in  the  establishment  of  auxiliaries,  the  collecting  of  funds,  or  support  of  missionaries,  it 
is  fitting  and  necessary  that  it  appoint  its  own  missionaries  and  have  command  of  its  own  treasury. 

4.  It  is  the  purpose  of  this  Board  to  send  yearly  to  the  District  Secretaries  of  the  American  Baptist 
Home  Mission  Society  a  full  report  of  all  moneys  and  supplies  collected  on  their  fields  by  this  society. 
Such  a  report  has  already  been  sent  to  the  Secretaries  for  the  past  year. 

5.  Finally,  permeating  all  the  plans  of  this  Board  is  the  one  great  purpose  of  forwarding,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  whole  home  mission  enterprise,  by  keeping  constantly  before  the  churches,  through  its 
auxiliaries,  facts  and  appeals  to  awaken  and  stimulate  increased  interest  in  every  department  of  home 
mission  work. 

ORGANIZATION. 

With  gratitude  would  your  Board  acknowledge  the  blessing  of  God  upon  the  efforts  put  forth  to 
awaken  an  interest  in  the  work  of  this  society,  and  establish  auxiliaries.  Alieady  have  auxiliaries 
been  formed  in  fourteen  states  and  territories,  while  contributions  have  been  received  from  nearly  every 
northern  state.  A  number  of  these  auxiliaries  are  city  unions,  each  comprising  several  churches. 
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Among  these  are  the  Woman’s  Home  Mission  Society  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  the  Philadelphia  Home 
Mission  Union,  the  Rhode  Island,  Chicago,  Cincinnati,  New  York  and  Brooklyn  branches,  each  of 
which  includes  a  number  of  churches.  The  Society  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  having  headquarters  at 
Pittsburgh,  was  the  first  to  organize  after  the  formation  of  the  national  society.  The  women  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh  entered  the  work  with  a  marked  spirit  of  loving  consecration,  and  at  the  close  of  the  first  year 
report  much  encouragement. 

The  Philadelphia  Union,  numbering  sixteen  churches,  has  just  completed  its  first  year.  The  Sec¬ 
retary,.  Mrs.  H.  L.  Wayland,  writes  :  “  The  first  year  of  organized  work  for  Home  Missions  among  the 

Baptist  women  of  Philadelphia  and  vicinity,  shows  much  to  encourage  us.  The  Union  includes  sixteen 
societies,  most  of  which  are  in  active  working  order.  Some  of  them  sprang  at  once  into  fullness  of  life- 
It  is  no  injustice  to  others  to  mention  especially  that  of  the  second  church,  (Dr.  Cathcart’s) — one  of  the 
first  to  organize,  first  to  welcome  the  others  to  their  pleasant  hospitalities;  their  quiet,  steady  work  has 
accomplished  much.  We  are  told  that  every  woman  in  this  church  has  done  something  for  Home  Mis¬ 
sions.  The  first  church  (Dr.  Boardman’s)  has  also  abounded  in  efficiency  and  liberality.  ‘  May  their 
zeal  provoke  very  many.’  Our  meetings  have  been  exceedingly  interesting  and  profitable,  deepening  in 
interest  throughout  the  year.  The  pastors  have  constantly  aided  us  by  their  co-operation  and  counsels. 
The  public  meeting,  held  during  the  session  of  the  Philadelphia  Association,  was  of  peculiar  interest. 
The  venerable  body  invited  us  to  occupy  the  main  audience  room,  and  favored  our  cause  with  their 
attendance  and  attention.  The  Union  also  owes  much  of  its  success  to  the  efficient  and  self-forgetful 
labors  of  its  first  President,  Mrs.  P.  G.  McCollin,  who,  greatly  to  our  regret,  was  constrained  by  the  pres¬ 
sure  of  other  benevolent  labors  to  retire  from  this  office  in  February  last.  ‘  Whereuntowe  have  already 
attained,  let  us  walk  by  the  same  rule ;  let  us  mind  the  same  thing.’  ” 

The  Rhode  Island  branch,  with  headquarters  at  Providence,  also  early  took  up  the  work  with 
marked  interest  and  enthusiasm  ;  and  soon  assumed  the  entire  support  of  Miss  Esther  Allen,  of  that 
state,  a  lady  of  rare  Christian  culture,  who  is  teaching  in  the  Benedict  Institute,  for  colored  people,  in 
Columbia,  South  Carolina.  Gratefully  would  we  make  mention  of  the  earnest  labors  of  its  most 
efficient  and  gifted  President,  Mrs.  Maria  T.  Richards,  whose  self-sacrificing  devotion  to  this  work  has 
given  us  much  encouragement. 

In  the  Chicago  Union  there  has  been  a  constantly  increasing  interest.  The  monthly  meetings  have 
been  large  and  enthusiastic.  A  new  impetus  has  been  given  to  the  whole  work  of  Home  Missions. 

The  Cincinnati  branch  reports  :  “  Meetings  have  been  interesting  and  profitable — the  Spirit  of  the 

Lord  among  us.  We  have  labored  to  get  the  matter  fully  before  the  women  of  our  churches,  that  they 
may  understand  the  great  importance  of  the  work.  We  feel  that  the  time  has  come  when  eveiy  Chris¬ 
tian  woman  must  work  and  pray  earnestly,  if  she  loves  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  the  souls  of  men.” 

New  York  and  Brooklyn  branches,  embracing  the  churches  in  their  respective  associations,  have 
recently  taken  up  the  work  with  much  enthusiasm  and  promise  of  success. 

New  Brunswick  (N.  J.)  Branch,  including  two  churches,  is  also  worthy  of  special  notice  for  their 
energetic  and  faithful  work  in  the  support  of  a  native  missionary  among  the  Indians. 

Though  from  our  limited  space  we  are  unable  to  make  mention  of  all  our  church  branches,  we 
record  with  pleasure  the  faithful  work  done  by  them,  and  also  by  mission  bands.  The  history  of  many 
of  these  covers  but  a  few  weeks,  or  months  at  most,  and  yet  many  of  the  reports  are  very  encouraging. 
They  tell  of  “  A  growing  interest  in  home  missions,”  “The  missionary  spirit  deepening,”  “  The  hearts 
of  the  workers  encouraged,”  “What  we  have  done  has  done  us  more  good  than  those  to  whom  it  was 
sent,"  “  We  only  regret  that  the  missionary  work  was  not  begun  long  ago  among  us.  Even  the  children 
seem  inspired  with  a  missionary  spirit,  manifesting  it  by  frequently  donating  their  pennies  to  the  cause.” 
“Our  meetings  are  so  interesting,”  one  remarked,  “  I  am  sure  if  a  lady  would  come  once  she  would 
come  always,  if  possible.” 

Before  closing  this  part  of  our  report,  we  desire  to  make  special  mention  of  the  societies  formed 
among  our  Indian  sisters.  It  has  been  impossible  to  gather  a  complete  record  of  them,  but  your  Board 
has  listened  with  pleasure  to  letters  received  by  the  corresponding  secretary  from  five  of  these  societies, 
telling  of  their  great  interest  in  the  missionary  cause,  and  the  self-denial  practiced  that  they  may  give 
their  two  cents  per  week.  Many  of  them  walk  four  and  five  miles  to  attend  the  meetings,  the  poorer 
ones  sometimes  depriving  themselves  of  many  of  the  bare  necessities  of  life  that  they  may  divide  some 
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scanty  earnings  “  with  Jesus,”  teaching  their  more  favored  sisters  in  the  states  a  noble  lesson  of  sacrifice 
and  self-denial. 

Thus  all  “  along  the  line,”  from  our  earnest  and  faithful  co-workers  in  Lawrence  and  Cambridge. 
port,  Mass.,  on  the  east,  to  our  red  sisters  of  the  Indian  territory  on  the  west,  do  we  find  that  Baptist 
women  are  being  thoroughly  aroused  to  the  claims  of  this  department  of  Christian  enterprise. 

In  the  general  work  of  organization,  state  and  associational  workers  are  being  appointed  as  rapidly 
as  circumstances  will  permit.  Those  who  have  thus  far  entered  upon  their  service  are  specially  worthy 
of  mention  for  the  faithful  work  they  are  now  doing  in  their  respective  states. 

THE  FIELD. 

1.  Our  immediate  surroundings. — Foreigners  are  sweeping  in  upon  us  like  a  flood.  They  are 
bringing  their  Catholicism,  in  which,  unless  checked,  we  cannot  fail  to  see  the  gathering  shadows  of 
political  and  religious  despotism  ;  or  their  skepticism,  which  is  already  sapping  the  vitality  from  some  of  our 
Christian  institutions,  its  poisonous  breath  permeating  every  department  of  our  social  life. 

2.  South  of  us  exist  a  colored  race  of  five  millions.  In  a  certain  sense  they  were  “  born  in  a  day” 
— the  day  of  our  country’s  fierce  struggle  for  life.  Nearly  three  millions  of  these  are  women,  a  vast 
majority  of  whom,  though  probably  members  of  some  church,  are  the  embodiment  of  ignorance  and 
superstition,  knowing  almost  nothing  of  the  most  simple  truths  of  the  gospel  whereby  they  may  be 
saved.  Multitudes  of  others,  utterly  lost  to  all  virtue  and  purity,  have  been  the  willing  victims  of 
unbridled  appetites  and  passions,  until  every  quality  that  is  pure  and  noble  in  womanhood  has  been 
extinguished,  and  to-day  they  lie  a  piteous  wreck  at  our  feet.  Of  these  three  millions,  over  one  third 
are  girls  under  twenty-one  years  of  age,  receiving  their  training  amid  these  hopeless  surroundings,  the 
very  tenderness  of  their  years  appealing  to  the  sympathy  and  care  of  every  true  Christian  mother  in  the 
land.  Dr.  Kincaid  said:  “I  have  been  twenty-five  years  in  Burmah,  and  the  gospel  is  not  needed 
there  more  than  among  the  negroes  of  the  South.” 

One  who  has  labored  several  years  among  them  says:  “The  condition  of  the  great  mass  of  the 
colored  women  is  truly  deplorable.  Thousands  of  them  seem  to  have  little  appreciation  of  virtue  and 
purity,  and  no  proper  idea  of  what  a  home  ought  to  be,  and  the  daughters  are  growing  up  like  their 
mothers,  preparing  for  a  life  of  misery  and  shame.  The  situation  is  truly  appalling.” 

Another — “  It  is  impossible  for  our  teachers  to  do  the  work  that  is  so  greatly  needed  in  families,  a 
work  that  must  be  done  by  Christian  women.” 

Another — “  Women  alone  can  raise  these  women  and  lead  them  to  a  better  life  ;  and  unless  the 
mothers  are  elevated,  the  education  of  the  children  is  almost  lost,  the  influence  of  the  home  destroying  it.” 

3.  The  Indian  women. — These  are  regarded  by  their  husbands  in  much  the  same  relation  as  their 
ponies.  So  long  as  the  wife  can  minister  to  his  comfort,  he  tolerates  her.  She  performs  the  drudgery 
of  the  field  and  camp, — is  not  allowed  to  eat  with  her  husband,  has  no  social  equality  with  him, — has 
no  control  over  her  own  virtue  or  purity — has  no  right  to  her  children  if  left  a  widow,  and  if  the  wife  of 
a  prominent  man  of  the  tribe,  is  killed  and  buried  with  him  when  he  dies.  A  life  of  more  abject  pov¬ 
erty,  of  deeper  moral  and  spiritual  degradation,  of  more  hopelessness,  cannot  be  found  on  earth.  Like 
the  women  of  India,  the  heathenism  that  curses  them,  shuts  them  away  from  the  influences  of  Christian 
men,  and  renders  impracticable  any  efforts  of  theirs  to  save  them.  Says  one  who  has  spent  many  years 
among  them  :  “  The  picture  of  their  wretchedness  cannot  be  painted  too  dark,  the  half  has  never  been 
told.” 

With  these,  scattered  all  over  the  far  west,  must  be  included  the  8,000,000  of  the  Indians  and  semi¬ 
pagans  of  Mexico,  on  whom  scarcely  a  ray  of  gospel  light  has  ever  dawned,  and  where  is  seen  a 
spiritual  destitution  as  utter  and  hopeless  as  is  possible  for  the  enlightened  mind  to  conceive. 

Numbered  with  these,  again,  are  the  Chinese  on  the  Pacific  slope  whose  pagodas  are  already  dot¬ 
ting  our  shores.  The  question  of  reaching  the  Chinese  with  the  gospel  has  burdened  all  Christendom, 
and  missionaries  of  different  sects  have  sought  for  centuries  to  evangelize  China.  God  is  now  solving 
this  problem  for  the  Christian  world.  They  are  coming  to  this  country  by  thousands  annually,  while 
other  thousands  are  returning  to  China.  In  this  marching  and  counter-marching  of  that  people,  God  is 
casting  up  a  high-way  for  the  entrance  of  the  gospel  into  that  land.  Now  is  the  Chiistians  grand 
opportunity. 
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MISSIONARIES. 

Your  society  is  at  present  supporting,  in  whole,  or  in  part,  nine  missionaries  on  the  field  —  four  in 
New  Orleans,  one  in  Columbia,  S.  C.,  a  teacher  in  the  “  Benedict  Institute,”  and  four  native  mis¬ 
sionaries  among  the  Indians.  Four  of  these  are  missionaries  of  the  American  Baptist  Home  Mission 
Society. 

SPECIAL  WORK. 

The  special  work  which  your  society  has  undertaken  to  prosecute  is  represented  in  the  labors  of 
Miss  Moore  and  her  co-workers  in  New  Orleans.  So  varied  is  the  work  of  these  missionaries  that  it 
is  impossible  justly  to  describe  it  within  the  limits  of  this  report.  Every  day  is  occupied  with 
visits  from  house  to  house,  sewing  schools,  mothers’  meetings,  children’s  meetings,  temperance  meetings, 
Bible  readings  and  teachers’  meetings,  while  the  Sabbath  is  devoted  to  Sunday  School  work  and  per¬ 
sonal  religious  conversation  with  the  people.  The  reports  which  these  missionaries  give  us  of  their 
work  is  full  of  inspiration,  not  only  from  its  amount,  which  is  simply  marvelous,  but  from  the  loving, 
joyous  spirit  with  which  it  is  done.  The  recital  of  it  brings  gladness  to  all  hearts. 

One  of  them  says  :  “  I  am  so  glad,  so  very  glad,  that  I  have  a  part  in  this  great  work  for  Jesus.  He 
does  make  us  so  happy  all  of  the  time.” 

Another:  “  The  weeks  that  I  have  been  here  have  been  very  happy  ones.  The  responsibility  and 
opportunity  this  work  brings,  sometimes  make  me  feel  very  weak  and  unworthy  ;  but  the  needs  of  the 
people  are  so  great,  laborers  so  few,  and  the  promises  of  God  so  encouraging,  that  I  thank  God  He 
has  given  me  a  part  in  it  all.” 

Miss  Peck,  speaking  of  the  incompleteness  of  her  record  of  visits,  says :  ’‘As  we  work  through 
the  day,  visiting  one  home  after  another,  each  call,  having  new  and  different  interests,  we 
forget  to  count  visits,  and  at  night  we  come  home  very  late,  with  some  of  the  sad,  or  most 
interesting  ones  we  have  met,  resting  on  our  hearts,  thinking  what  we  can  say  or  do,  to  help  them 
more.  We  then  try  to  leave  all  the  anxious  care  of  it  with  the  Lord,  and  rest ,  to  be  ready  for  the  next 
day  with  its  work.  Often  too,  at  night,  our  hearts  are  full  of  thanksgiving  for  the  wonderful  way  the 
Lord  has  led  us,  and  we  are  so  glad  that  we  have  a  part  in  this  glorious  service.  As  I  try  to  write  it, 
words  seem  too  weak  and  insufficient  to  express  it  all,  and  there  is  so  much  that  can  not  be  told;  I  just 
think,  it  is  written  in  our  hearts  and  recorded  in  Heaven,  and  no  matter  about  any  other  record.  As 
nearly  as  I  can  tell,  the  sum  of  my  two  months’  work,  from  February  20th,  to  April  20th,  is  ;  Sewing 
Schools  and  Childrens’  meetings,  29  ;  Womens’  meetings,  10  ;  Bible  readings  and  Teachers’  meetings, 
25  ;  Temperance  meetings,  8  ;  Sunday  Schools,  20  ;  Homes  visited  (about),  500” 

Miss  Perry  reports  from  February  23d  to  April  30th:  “Sewing  Schools,  22;  Bible  readings,  15; 
Teachers’  meetings,  10;  Womens’  meetings,  12;  Sunday  Schools,  16;  Institutes  and  Conventions,  2 ; 
Homes  visited,  200”  She  writes :  “  Our  talks  to  those  we  meet  upon  the  streets  and  in  other  places, 
are  very  many,  and  doubtless  as  much  good  is  accomplished  in  this  way  as  in  any.  However  degraded 
they  are,  we  usually  find  a  sincere  desire  to  know  ‘  Our  Father.’” 

Miss  Dyer,  reporting  their  Sunday  School  work,  writes  :  “  This  Sunday  School  work  is  so  new  and 
interesting  to  them.  Many  young  men  who  have  before  been  accustomed  to  spending  Sunday  in  play¬ 
ing  cards,  have  taken  Bibles  from  us  and  are  now  learning  to  read.  Then  they  are  charmed  with  the 
little  songs  we  teach  them;  singing  is  such  an  important  part  of  their  service,  that  these  simple  songs 
take  right  hold  of  them.  Our  temperance  work  is  also  doing  a  great  deal  for  these  people.  It  gives 
them  a  new  idea  of  what  religion  is  —  that  it  means  a  self-denial,  a  bearing  of  our  cross  for  Jesus, 
rather  than  an  empty  profession.  On  almost  every  plantation  we  visit,  we  find  fifteen  or  twenty  who 
will  sign  the  pledge.  One  man  said,  ‘  you  ought  to  see  the  difference  in  our  quarters  since  the  tem¬ 
perance  society  was  organized.  We  are  now  saving  our  money.’  Many  come  to  our  meetings  from 
three  or  four  miles  away,  actuated,  perhaps,  by  curiosity,  but  we  are  very  glad  of  the  opportunity  of 
talking  to  them.  It  is  wonderful  how  the  truth  does  take  hold  of  them  when  presented  in  a  clear  light • 

“  I  can  not  give  a  complete  report  of  my  work,  but  in  the  five  months  I  have  been  here  I  have  made 
about  1,200  visits,  heldmeetings  four  or  five  nights  each  week,  and  the  same  number  of  children’s  meetings, 
visited  three  or  four  Sunday  Schools  every  Sunday,  and  had  religious  conversation  with  all  I  have  met.” 
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Miss  Moore  reports  :  “About  5,000  visits  made  during  the  year,  five  Bible  readings  and  teachers’ 
meetings  each  week  when  in  the  city,  and  one  each  day  and  evening  when  in  the  country,  making  in  all 
about  300.  Four  sewing-schools  each  week  and  as  many  children’s  meetings.”  She  writes,  “Personal 
talks  upon  the  subject  of  religion  have  been  about  as  many  as  the  people  I  have  met.  I  can  not  tell  the 
number  of  conversions.  I  think  God  has  let  me  help  a  great  many  into  the  light,  but  it  does  not  seem 
right  to  say  that  any  one  individual  has  been  the  means  of  bringing  a  soul  to  Christ.  We  are  but  one  of 
the  many  influences  that  have  united  to  light  the  sinner  to  the  cross.  From  the  Sunday  Schools  with 
which  I  am  connected  in  the  city,  about  two  hundred  have  been  converted  during  the  year.  In  many 
churches  in  the  country,  the  Sunday  Schools  we  have  organized  have  seemed  to  be  the  means'of  a  great 
revival.  I  have  organized  about  seventy-five  Sunday  Schools  during  the  year,  and  revisited  most  of 
them  three  or  four  times,  A  portion  of  those  in  the  country  were  closed  during  the  busy  season.  I 
regard  my  temperance  work  as  very  important,  for  drunkenness,  even  among  Christians,  is  fearful. 
During  the  last  four  months,  eight  hundred  have  signed  the  pledge.  The  poor  black  man  is  but  a  child. 
He  has  never  learned  self-control.  The  evil  in  his  nature  has  been  cultivated  and  the  good  crushed  out. 
The  more  I  see  of  these  people,  the  more  anxious  I  am  to  tenderly  and  patiently  encourage  and 
strengthen  the  good  that  is  left  in  their  hearts,  and  with  all  my  little  store  of  wisdom  and  strength,  to 
lift  them  up  into  the  bright  sunlight  of  purity  and  intelligence.  I  want  the  Christian"  world  to  know 
that  the  colored  people  are  still  in  the  wilderness,  and  to  us  God  has  given  the  manna  and  water  for 
their  support,  till  they  are  strong  enough  to  go  in  and  possess  the  land  for  themselves,  and  we  must  do 
this  for  them,  if  it  takes  the  next  forty  years." 

Miss  Esther  Allen,  who  has  been  teaching  during  the  year  in  the  Benedict  Institute,  Columbia, 
S.  C.,  reports  a  deep  religious  interest  in  the  school.  “Twenty-five  of  the  students  have  been  con¬ 
verted.  The  mission  school  has  increased  from  eight  to  fifty.  Fourteen  women  have  joined  the  reading 
class,  seventeen  have  attended  the  prayer-meeting,  and  forty-four  the  young  ladies’  meeting.  Where 
we  have  visited,  the  parents  have  been  ignorant  and  degraded  ;  the  mothers  generally  have  a  pipe  in 
their  mouths.  We  need  a  boarding  departrnent  for  young  women.  Those  who  come  from  out  of  the 
city  have  to  board  in  just  such  families.  These  women  must  become  teachers  and  leaders  of  their  people. 
The  future  of  the  race  will  be  determined  largely  by  the  influence  of  the  women.  The  words  of  Matthew 
Vassar,  in  his  reasons  for  founding  Vassar  College,  are  fitting  here  :  ‘  I  consider  that  the  pothers  of  a 

country  mould  the  character  of  its  citizens,  determine  its  institutions,  and  shape  its  destiny.  Next  to  the 
influence  of  the  mother  is  that  of  the  female  teacher,  who  is  employed  to  train  young  children  at  a  period 
when  impressions  are  most  vivid  and  lasting.’  ” 

We  are  not  able  to  present  a  satisfactory  report  of  the  work  done  by  the  Indian  missionaries, 
supported  by  your  society.  The  general  missionaries  to  their  tribes  report  them  as  faithful,  earnest 
men,  fully  given  to  their  work.  Mr.  McComb,  of  the  Creek  tribe,  is  an  itinerant  missionary,  traveling 
and  preaching  all  of  the  time,  and  has  recently  made  the  grand  round  ofJ:he  nation.  Mr.  Perryman, 
also  of  the  Creek  tribe,  is  pastor  of  several  churches.  Mr.  Swimmer,  of  the  Cherokee  tribe,  is 
described  as  being  in  many  respects  a  remarkable  man,  commanding  great  respect  among  his  people, 
and  very  successful  in  his  work.  Talsey,  of  the  Seminole  tribe,  was  recently  set  apart  to  the  work 
among  the  wild  tribes.  The  support  of  these  Indian  missionaries  was  furnished  from  funds  designated 
by  the  donors  for  that  purpose. 

Your  society  have  also  aided  in  the  support  of  three  Indian  girls,  who  are  at  school  in  the  states 
preparing  to  be  missionary  teachers  among  their  people.  Miss  Letitia  Field,  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  is 
in  Shurtleff  College,  Illinois.  Miss  Sixkiller,  also  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  is  in  Granville  College,  Ohio, 
and  Miss  Carrie  Armstrong,  from  the  Delaware  nation,  is  in  Almira  College,  Greenville,  Ill. 

Your  Board  have  given  much  time  and  thought  to  the  consideration  of  future  work  among  the 
Indians,  and  are  seeking  the  best  available  counsel  to  guide  their  decisions.  The  present  purpose  is, 
if  means  will  permit,  to  establish  early  in  the  coming  Autumn  a  mission  at  such  point  in  the  Indian 
Territory  as  will  best  reach  the  greatest  number  of  tribes;  and  to  place  Mrs.  Dr.  Shaw,  a  highly 
accomplished  and  devoted  Christian  woman  and  practicing  physician,  at  the  head  of  it.  It  is  desirable 
that  this  work  should  be  undertaken  with  the  least  possible  delay,  and  we  earnestly  invite  the  hearty 
sympathy  and  co-operation  of  our  sisters  in  furnishing  the  means  for  its  prosecution. 

We  desire  also  to  mention  the  valuable  work  done  by  your  society  in  sending  boxes  of  supplies  to 
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pastors  on  the  frontiers,  the  freed  people,  and  the  Indians.  It  has  been  difficult  to  secure  a  fu  repor 
of  this  department  of  our  work.  About  seventy  appeals  for  supplies  have  been  received  by  your  .  ecre- 
tary,  to  which  there  have  been  prompt  and  generous  responses  from  the  churches,  and  boxes  of  c  ot  mg 
have  been  sent,  the  aggregate  value  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  Treasurer  s  report.  . 

We  have  thus  briefly  reviewed  the  history  of  the  first  year’s  work  of  your  society.  In  view  of  it  we 

can  but  exclaim,  “  What  hath  God  wrought  !  ” 

But  the  needs  of  the  present,  press  close  upon  the  successes  of  the  past,  and  t  le  possi  1  1  ies  o 
future  urge  us  on  to  the  prosecution  of  enlarged  plans  with  an  untiring  Zealand  an  absorbing  enthusiasm. 

We  would  press  upon  the  attention  of  all,  the  necessity  of  multiplying  as  rapidly  as  possib.e 
Missions  similar  to  that  in  New  Orleans,  not  only  among  the  freed  people,  but  wherever  the  dark  pall  o 
ignorance  and  superstition  hangs  over  the  land.  The  work  can  not  be  prosecuted  with  too  much  zeal 

and  earnestness. 

MRS.  C.  SWIFT, 

MRS.  J.  S.  DICKERSON,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Chairman  of  Executive  Board. 


23  €entTe  Street ?  New  York , 


“  Lack  of  information  and  poor  giving  go  together.”  So  says  a  busi¬ 
ness  man,  a  lover  of  Home  Missions ;  so  says  our  Board ;  so  all  the  Min¬ 
isters  have  long  known.  Will  you  kindly  look  at  some  of  the  statistics  just 
furnished  by  our  last  Annual  Report  ?  Perhaps  they  will  furnish  you  de¬ 
sired  information. 

I.  Fresh  Facts. 

Last  year  this  Board  employed  1151  missionaries;  they  preached  the 
Gospel  at  stated  intervals  in  about  3,000  places,  in  39  different  States  and 
Territories,  to  12 1, 4*75  hearers.  We  also  had  39  teachers  in  our  service. 

What  was  the  result ?  138  churches  were  organized;  10,945  were 
gathered  into  the  churches  under  their  care.  They  had  in  charge  1,575 
Sunday  schools ;  247  were  organized  during  the  year,  and  the  pupils  were 
114,81 1.  They  had  the  oversight  in  erecting  more  than  90  church  edifices 
of  the  value  of  .$237,843,  and  of  repairing  or  enlarging  180  more,  and  of 
canceling  church  debts  to  the  amount  of  more  than  $144,000. 

Any  one  familiar  with  the  history  of  feeble  congregations  as  all  mis¬ 
sionary  congregations  are,  can  readily  see  that  scarcely  any  of  these  great 
aggregate  results  would  have  been  secured  but  by  the  labors  of  these  Home 
Missionaries. 

II.  The  present  great  attractive  field  of  Home 

Missions. 

Take  a  map  and  draw  a  line  from  the  British  Possessions  on  the  North, 
to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  between  Minnesota  and  Dakota,  Iowa  and  Nebraska, 
Missouri  and  Kansas,  Arkansas  and  the  Indian  Territory,  Louisiana  and 
Texas,  and  you  will  find  it  almost  direct  and  almost  directly  North  and 
South. 

East  of  that  line  lies  about  one  third,  and  West  of  it  about  two  thirds 
of  the  whole  Territory  of  the  United  States. 


And  yet  25  years  ago,  the  great  Home  Missionary  field — the  “great 
West  ”  and  the  “  far  West  ”  which  we  read  and  know  about,  and  prayed 
for  in  our  pulpits  and  at  the  monthly  concert— all  lay  East  of  that  line ; 
West  of  it  was  mostly  unsettled  and  unknown.  In  Texas,  the  Indian 
Territory,  and  on  the  Pacific  coast,  were  a  few  churches,  with  about  2,400 
communicants,  more  than  half  of  whom  were  converted  Indians. 

But  now  that  hitherto  great  unknown  waste  has  been  explored,  sur¬ 
veyed  and  divided  into  States  and  Territories.  Railroads  cross  it  or  pene¬ 
trate  it  in  various  directions.  Great  cities  are  springing  up  within  its 
bounds.  Many  of  the  richest  mines  of  the  world  are  there.  The  fruits  of 
the  tropics  are  there.  Great  grazing  grounds  and  vast  areas  for  wheat 
culture  are  there.  And  into  those  great  and  wide  regions  the  people  are 
pouring  in  vast  multitudes.  Never  was  there  so  great  an  immigration  from 
Europe  as  this  year,  and  they  go  there  or  fill  the  places  of  those  who  are 
going  there  from  the  older  States.  This  is  the  yreat  Home  Missionary  field 
of  to-day. 

In  that  great  area  of  nearly  2,500,000  square  miles  we  have  made  a 
good  beginning.  We  have  now,  unlike  what  we  had  25  years  ago — we 
have  now  6  Synods,  26  Presbyteries,  6*75  Churches  and  29,061  communi¬ 
cants  ;  but  what  are  these  for  an  area  embracing  two  thirds  of  the  whole 
United  States? 

III.  "What  have  we  done,  and  what  ought  we 
to  do  this  year? 

Our  statements  will  not  cover  the  whole  field,  but  what  we  give  may 
be  taken  as  fair  specimens  of  the  whole. 

(1.)  In  Dakota  we  have  appointed  six  new  men,  and  yet  a  missionary 
in  North  Dakota  says  :  “  Our  Dakota  work  is  very  urgent ;  ”  another  writes 
that  he  finds  “  many  Presbyterians ;  they  are  starving  for  the  Gospel ;  ” 
another  writes — “  The  calls  are  beyond  all  conception.  I  must  have  three 
or  more  men  to  divide  the  field  with  me  at  once  or  our  work  will  suffer 
materially.  This  is  rugged,  self-denying  work  just  now,  but  it  develops  so 
rapidly  that  it  is  a  pleasure  to  be  engaged  in  it.  The  flood  of  immigration 
is  almost  unexampled  in  all  history.  Give  us  counsel  and  put  us  on  the 
track  of  men." 

(2.)  Into  the  Synod  of  Columbia,  including  Oregon,  Idaho  and  Wash¬ 
ington  Territories,  we  have  sent  four  men. 

Says  Rev.  R.  W.  Hill,  Salem ,  Oregon : 

“  I  was  requested  to  canvass  the  ground  within  the  limits  of  our 
Presbytery,  and  report  at  Fall  meeting.  As  soon  as  our  protracted  meeting 
ended,  I  began  this  work,  and  have  been  very  busy  visiting  the  different 
places  within  our  bounds.  I  have  to  start  Monday  mornings  and  return  by 
Saturday  night,  and  so  far  I  have  preached  every  night  on  my  trips.  It 
is  hard  work,  but  I  like  it  very  much.  I  am  surprised  at  the  great  number 
of  villages  of  300  or  more  people,  which  have  no  preaching.  If  we  had 
twenty  (20)  able,  energetic  men,  we  could  find  such  places  for  them  at  once.” 

A  layman  from  Portland ,  Oregon ,  writes: 

“  A  man  is  wanted  for  Goldendale,  and  another  for  Pt.  Townsend, 
both  in  Puget  Sound  Presbytery.  I  look  upon  Goldendale,  W.  T.,  as  a 
very  important  point.  A  Mr.  White  and  wife  were  here  last  week  from 
there  and  want  a  Presbyterian  minister  very  much.  Chui’ch  is  already 
organized,  and  some  steps  taken  towards  a  house.  Send  good  live  men — 
don’t  want  any  drones — must  be  wide  awake,  strong  men  for  this  country  ; 
every  one  of  them  ought  to  be  able  to  sing ,  and  not  afraid  to  ‘  rough  it,’ 
as  the  saying  is.  Remember  there  are  plenty  of  places  open  for  good, 
live  men  in  Oregon  and  Washington  Territory.” 

(3.)  Seven  new  ministers  have  been  introduced  into  the  State  of  Ke- 
braska  during  the  quarter;  one  or  two  others  are  now  eu-route  to  the 
State.  Says  our  Superintendent : 

“  Since  my  return  from  the  General  Assembly  my  time  has  been 
given  mainly  to  exploration.  I  have  just  returned  from  a  trip  up  through 
the  Loup  country.  I  explored  the  three  counties  of  Greeley,  Valley  and 
Sherman.  I  found  quite  a  group  of  Presbyterians — a  colony  from  Pitts¬ 
burg — in  Valley  County,  about  8  miles  from  6rd  City,  the  County  seat ;  and 
at  Ord  City  I  found  a  number  of  families  who  want  Presbyterian  preaching, 
and  are  ready  to  go  into  a  Presbyterian  Church.  I  have  promised  them 
preaching.  Brother  Loder  will  give  them  one  Sunday,  and  I  will  give  them 
another,  and  so  soon  as  we  can  find  the  right  man,  we  must  locate  him  in 
that  county.  It  will  make  a  promising  field. 

At  Scotia,  the  County  seat  of  Greeley,  they  want  preaching.  In  all  this 
region  they  have  nothing  but  a  very  poor  quality  of  Methodist  preaching, 
and  the  people  want  something  better.” 


Says  another :  “  I  have  recently  visited  the  district  G  to  8  miles  S.  East, 
and  preached  to  them.  It  is  an  inviting  field,  wholly  unoccupied  by  other 
denominations.  But  I  do  not  see  my  way  clear  to  make  regular  appoint¬ 
ments  there,  although  earnestly  solicited  to  do  so,  on  account  of  my  other 
engagements.” 

And  another  says:  “The  work  in  our  Presbytery  demands  an  in¬ 
creased  number  of  laborers ;  we  ought  to  have  three  or  four  men  imme¬ 
diately.  Our  Home  Missionary  Committee  are  just  awaking  to  the  ne¬ 
cessities  of  the  work.  Whole  groups  of  Presbyterians  live  in  counties  just 

beginning  to  be  explored.” 
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(4.)  Into  Texas  we  have  sent  four  new  men,  into  Arizona  four,  into 
Colorado  ten.  But  from  all  these,  as  well  as  from  the  States  and  Terri¬ 
tories  in  that  Great  West  not  named,  the  pathetic  story  of  places  open  to 
the  Gospel  and  missionaries  needed  comes  to  us  continually.  For  the 
support  of  these  men  just  sent  out,  and  those  who  went  before  them,  and 
those  that  we  shall  send  out  as  soon  as  we  are  able,  we  need  the  aid  of  the 
churches. 

IV.  Exceptional  Populations. 

In  this  great  section  of  our  country  first  spoken  of  are  100,000  Spanish 
speaking  Papists  in  New  Mexico,  and  150,000  Mormons  in  Utah  and  the 
adjoining  Territories;  100,000  Chinese  and  270,000  Indians. 

We  have  no  missionaries  laboring  exclusively  among  the  Chinese.  We 
divide  with  the  Foreign  Board  the  work  among  the  Indians,  having  the  entire 
work  in  Alaska,  among  the  Pueblos  of  New  Mexico  and  Arizona,  and  portions 
of  the  work  in  the  Indian  Territory  and  among  other  tribes,  as  we  have  also 
among  the  entire  New  Mexican  and  Mormon  population,  that  had  so  long 
been  left  out  of  the  Christian  world’s  thought. 

In  Utah  we  have  12  missionaries,  four  of  whom  have  just  been  sent  into 
the  Territory.  We  have  also  1 7  teachers,  and  yet  the  oldest  settled  mis¬ 
sionary  in  the  Territory  writes  as  follows  :  “  It  is  a  matter  of  great  encour¬ 
agement  that  in  the  steady  march  of  Presbyterian  forces  in  Utah  we  have 
never  retreated  an  inch.  We  have  so  far  held  every  inch  we  have  gained. 
But  for  the  proper  strengthening  of  all  outposts  and  vigorous  prosecution  of 
the  work,  I  would  recommend  an  additional  minister  in  Cache  Valley,  two 
more  ministers  for  Utah  Valley ,  and  one  more  for  Sevier  Valley ,  and  one 
between  Provo  City  and  Nephi. 

Teachers  for  Fountain  Green ,  Spring  City,  Fairview  and  Moroni  in  San 
Petre  Valley,  teachers  for  Gunnison,  Rich  field  ‘And  FI  sen  or  a  in  Sevier  Valley, 
teachers  for  Fillmore  and  Scipio  in  Millard  County ,  teachers  for  Parawan, 
Parojooral  and  Cedar  City  in  Iron  County,  and  teachers  for  St.  George, 
Washington  and  St.  Clara  in  the  extreme  South.” 

Among  the  New-Mexican  population  we  have  just  sent  five  missionaries, 
and  yet  the  cry  is  for  more  as  it  is  also  for  more  teachers  and  more  schools; 
and  among  both  Mormons  and  New-Mexicans  the  work  is  prosperous  and 
full  of  encouragement. 

This  is  the  great  Home  Missionary  field — “ Lift  up  your  eyes  and  look 
on  the  fields,  for  they  are  white  already  to  harvest .”  “  The  harvest  truly  is 

plenteous,  hut  the  laborers  are  few." 

Pray  for  all  these  laborers ;  and  “ pray  that  He  will  send  forth  laborers 
into  His  harvest." 

H.  KENDALL,  }  Q  .  . 

CYRUS  DICKSON,  )  SecretaneR- 


O.  D.  Eaton,  Treasurer. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SYNODICAL  COMMITTEE  FOR 
WOMAN’S  WORK  IN  HOME  MISSIONS. 


This  Committee  was  constituted  a  year  ago,  October  16th,  1877,  at 
Newark,  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  1876,  and  confirmed  by  the  Synod  of  New  Jersey  of  the 
same  year.  We  thank  God  for  the  cordial  recognition  given  to 
Woman’s  Work  in  the  Church  by  the  Fathers  and  Brethren  of  this 
Synod.  We  find  that  to  be  organized  “in  direct  harmony  with  the 
Scriptural  and  sufficient  links,  which  inhere  in  the  system  of  our 
church,”  gives  our  efforts  an  element  of  power,  and  also  of  permanence, 
not  otherwise  secured. 

We  hope  that  allowance  will  be  made  in  regard  to  this  our  first 
report.  It  will  take  time  to  spread  information  as  to  the  destitutions 
of  religious  privilege,  the  idolatry  and  superstitions  to  be  found  within 
the  limits  of  these  United  States.  Many  of  these  sad  facts  have  come 
to  the  women  of  our  churches  as  a  new  revelation.  Interest  has  been 
aroused  wherever  the  wants  of  our  own  country  have  been  made 
known,  which  has  been  turned  to  good  practical  account,  as  we  have 
been  told  of  the  success  granted  to  Home  Missionary  Work.  The 
entrance  of  God’s  word  always  gives  light. 

The  fourteen  Conventions  held  within  the  bounds  of  this  Synod,  in 
February  and  March  of  this  year,  had  decided  effect  in  awakening 
those  privileged  to  attend  them  to  more  intelligent  prayer  and  larger 
contributions  to  the  cause  of  Christ  in  this  land.  The  statements  made 
by  Rev.  Dr.  Sheldon  Jackson,  of  Colorado,  were  often  more  than  con¬ 
firmed  by  other  eye-witnesses  of  the  scenes  described. 

In  view  of  the  experience  gained  at  these  Conventions,  the  Synodical 
Committee  ventures  to  suggest  that  some  of  our  Home  Missionaries  be 
invited  at  times,  for  a  few  weeks,  to  tell  the  story  in  our  churches  of 
what  they  have  themselves  seen  and  heard.  They  might  come  to 
.  better  effect,  we  trust,  than  did  Caleb  and  Joshua  of  old,  to  inspirit  us 
to  go  forward  and  possess  this  whole  wide  land  for  Jesus. 

We  find  that  the  plan  of  late  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Home  Mis¬ 
sions,  of  employing  Christian  women  as  teachers  in  Utah,  Alaska,  etc., 
meets  with  great  favor.  It  affords  an  appropriate  outlet  to  the  sym¬ 
pathy  awakened  in  view  of  the  great  needs  of  the  home-field. 
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WOMAN’S  EIECOTIVE  COMMITTEE  OF  HOME  MISSIONS 
OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH, 

23  Centre  Street,  P.  0.  Box  3863,  New  York. 

OUR  WORK  FOR  THE  PRESENT  YEAR. 

“And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  Speak  unto  the  children  of  Israel, 
that  they  go  forward.” 

God  is  Himself  speaking  to  us,  dear  sisters  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  not  alone  by  His  word,  nor  by  His  ordinary  providence,  but 
very  distinctly  by  the  voice  of  His  Church.  There  is  a  special,  definite 
work  committed  to  us  by  the  General  Assembly. 

The  Assembly  of  1880  reiterated  the  deliverances  of  former  years  by 
adopting  unanimously  the  report  of  the  Standing  Committee  of  Home 
Missions,  recommending  “  the  Ilonie  Board  to  push  their  work  among  the 
Indians  as  rapidly  as  the  Women's  Societies  of  Home  Missions  shall  furnish 
the  money''  and  commending  what  the  women  had  already  done, 
“whereby  the  Board  could  enlarge  the  work  among  the  Mormons, 
Mexicans  and  Indians,  without  taking  funds  from  the  general  treasury, 
applicable  to  the  support  of  ministers  in  the  Home  field'.”  If  we,  then, 
the  women  of  the  church,  do  not  take  up  this  work  among  the  “excep¬ 
tional  races,”  it  must  remain  undone. 

God  is  speaking  to  us  by  His  spirit  moving  upon  the  hearts  of  wo¬ 
men  in  almost  every  Presbytery,  leading  them  to  ask,  “  What  is  there 
for  us  to  do,  to  save  our  own  land  for  Christ  ?” 

God  is  speaking  to  us  also  “out  of  the  mouths  of  babes  and  suck¬ 
lings,”  so  many  of  whom  are  bringing  their  early  gifts  into  our  treasury. 

He  speaks  to  us  by  the  doors  opening  into  Mormon  towns  and 
homes;  by  the  calls  from  sad-liearted  Indians;  by  the  welcomes  given 
to  our  Home  Missionaries. 

He  speaks  to  us  by  providing  well-qualified  teachers,  ready  to  be 
sent  wherever  most  needed. 

As  women,  let  us  thank  the  Lord  that  He  is  thus  making  His  ways 
plain  before  our  feet.  Let  us  thank  Him  that,  like  the  daughters  of 
Zelophchad,  we  are  receiving  an  inheritance  among  our  brethren;  that, 
like  the  daughters  of  Shallum,  we  arc  encouraged  to  help  build  the 
walls  of  Jerusalem. 

Yes,  build  literally — for  the  erection  of  chapels,  and  of  mission- 
premises  has  come  to  be  a  very  important  part  of  the  work  given  to  our 
care. 

To  be  definite,  The  Woman’s  Executive  Committee  calls  attention  to 
several  important  enterprises  needing  immediate  aid  : 

Buildings. 

1st.  Salt  Lake  City  Institute — $4,000  are  required  in  order  to  com¬ 
plete  a  large  addition  to  the  Mission  Building,  under  the  care  of  Prof. 
J.  M.  Coyner,  to  be  opened  as  a  Boarding  School  Department  this  Fall. 
Would  there  were  room  to  reproduce  here  Prof.  Corner's  own  appeals 


on  the  subject,  showing  the  good  judgment  of  a  practical  business  man, 
inspirited  by  the  consecrated  enthusiasm  of  an  experienced  Christian 
teacher.  Some  of  the  rooms  still  need  to  be  provided  with  suitable  fur¬ 
niture,  bedding,  etc. 

Hoping  to  secure  additional  interest,  especially  among  young  people, 
some  “Certificates  of  Stock,”  in  white  and  gold  (shares  at  25  cents 
each),  with  a  circular  explanatory,  have  been  prepared,  and  may  be  had 
on  application  to  Mrs.  F.  E.  11.  Haines,  Secretary,  23  Centre  street,  P.  O. 
Box  88'J3,  New  York;  or  to  any  of  our  officers. 

2d.  At  Malad  City,  Idaho — $1,300  is  called  for  to  put  up  a  chapel, 
to  be  used  as  school  rooms  also. 

3d.  At  Franklin,  Idaho — $800  to  purchase  a  building  for  chapel  and 
school  room. 

4th.  At  Parowan,  Utah — $000  to  pay  for  lot  and  house  and  chapel 
for  Mission  premises. 

5th.  At  St.  George,  Utah— $000. 

(Hh.  At  Zuni,  New  Mexico — a  chapel,  furniture,  books,  etc. — $500. 

7th.  At  Ocate,  New  Mexico — $750. 

8th.  At  Spring  City,  Utah — '$(580. 

9th.  Among  Moqui  Pueblos,  Arizona — $000  for  Mission  Home. 

10th.  At  Fort  Wrangel,  Alaska — money  is  needed  to  complete  and 
furnish  the  Home  and  School  Buildings. 

11th.  At  Sitka,  Alaska — a  Chapel  and  School  Building. — $250  are 
secured,  conditioned  upon  further  gifts. 

At  some  of  the  above  points,  neighboring  Stations,  under  the  over¬ 
sight  of  the  same  missionaries,  are  developing,  and  will  also,  undoubt¬ 
edly,  nee  cl  chapels  and  school  buildings  during  the  year. 

Teachers’  Salaries. 

Fifteen  new  teachers  are  under  appointment — twelve  others  are 
needed,  and  if  secured  may  yet  be  commissioned.  These  are  taken  in 
faith  that  God,  who  has  prepared  a  place  for  each,  will  also  lead  some 
Societies,  new  or  old,  to  provide  the  salaries  needed.  These  average 
$400  each.  Traveling  expenses  also  are  to  be  provided  for,  and  some¬ 
times  an  outfit. 


There  will  now  be  about  thirty-five  teachers  under  the  care  of  our 
Executive  Committee  ;  only  eleven  of  these  are  as  yet  supported  by 
any  presbyterial  or  church  society.  Who  will  undertake  to  support  the 
others?  Any  society  promising  us  $400  may  at  once  have  a  missionary 
of  its  own,  in  whose  work  to  take  special  interest,  and  with  whom  to 
correspond. 

Scholarships. 

Where  a  society  is  not  able  to  raise  money  enough  for  a  teacher’s 
salary,  we  are  glad  to  divide  the  expense  of  supporting  a  school  into 
scholarships  of  $50  or  $80  each  Upon  payment,  or  promise  of  such 
sum  during  the  year,  some  special  scholar  will  be  set  aside  to  each 
society  or  donor,  if  desired.  In  any  case,  such  contributors  will  have 
a  share  in  a  particular  school — and  thus  be  led  to  definite  prayer  for  it, 
and  perhaps  to  giving  such  other  help  as  may  be  needed  to  make  the 
school  a  success.  Special  scholarships  extra,  including  board,  $<5.^ 


Rent  of  School  Rooms,  Books,  Furniture,  Clothing,  Sewing 
Materials,  Current  Expenses,  etc. 

Money  for  all  the  above  purposes  is  wanted — sometimes  an  organ  is 
called  for. 

When  a  new  school  is  established,  $50  should  be  appropriated  to  it 
at  once,  in  order  to  get  plain  seals,  desks,  books,  slates,  etc.  All  these 
can  be  obtained  to  best  advantage  at  or  near  the  spot. 

“Bones”  for  Home  Missionary  Families. 

Applications  for  them  are  now  on  hand. 

For  “  Blanks,”  giving  special  particulars,  and  for  further  informa¬ 
tion,  apply  to  Mrs.  C.  II.  Langdon,  23  Centre  st.,  Box  3868,  New  \  ork. 

Outfits  for  Home  Missionary  Teachers. 

Sometimes  our  teachers,  as  well  as  women  going  to  some  Foreign 
Missionary  field,  have  neither  time  nor  money  to  make  necessary  addi¬ 
tions  to  their  wardrobe. 

Reading  Rooms. 

Several  of  these  have  been  opened  on  our  outposts.  In  order  to 
their  success,  it  is  essential  that  some  society  or  person  should  take  up 
each — supplying  it  regularly  as  possible  with  magazines,  religious 
papers,  illustrated  papers,  etc.  One  or  two  societies  are  already  doing 
this  work  to  good  effect. 

The  Regular  Work  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions. 

Beneath  and  behind  all  the  above  special  objects  stands,  as  the  foun¬ 
dation  and  background,  the  grand  work  of  supplying  the  destitute 
parts  of  these  United  States  with  a  pure  gospel.  The  Board  of  Home 
Missions  is  sending  out  a  circular,  giving  “fresh  facts”  as  to  “the 
present  great  attractive  field  of  Home  Missions,”  telling  of  what  has 
been  done,  and  of  what  ought  to  be  done  this  year.  As  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  we  women  should  contribute  to  the  primary 
object  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions.  Let  us  give  increased  help  in 
this  old  line.  By  the  blessing  of  God  much  more  money  may  be  used 
to  good  effect  in  supporting  the  gospel  ministry  in  Tennessee,  Michi¬ 
gan,  Wisconsin,  this  side  of  the  Mississippi  river;  and  indeed  in  every 
State  and  Territory  of  all  the  Vast  regions  beyond.  Our  Treasurer, 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Boyd,  will  very  gladly  take  charge  of  any  funds  that  may 
be  designated  in  aid  of  this  or  of  any  work  carried  on  by  the  Board  of 
Home  Missions,  and  appropriate  it  as  requested;  or  such  funds  may  be 
sent  direct  to  Mr.  O.  D.  Eaton,  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board. 

Mottves. 

Can  these  be  numbered  ?  First — the  love  of  Christ  constrain  ng 
os  must  be  at  the  heart  of  the  effort.  Then  desire  for  His  glory;  for 
the  salvation  of  souls;  for  the  saving  of  our  land  from  Infidelity, 
Romanism,  Mormonism,  intemperance;  for  the  uplifting  of  women, 
now  so  degraded  in  some  of  our  borders;  for  the  preparing  of  this 
country  to  be  a  granary  of  life  to  the  nations,  will  permeate  the  whole 
body  of  Christ,  making  itself  known  by  efficient  action. 


Methods. 

Organise  in  some  way.  We  can  send  you  a  leaflet  on  this  subject. 

Observe  the  Sunday  Morning  Concert  of  Prayer  for  our  own  land, 
just  before  divine  service. 

Study  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  spread  information  in  every  possible 
way  to  others. 

Take  the  Rocky  Mountain  Presbyterian ,  sending  50  cents  a  year  for 
it,  to  Miss  A.  A.  Potter,  178  Elm  street,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Send  lor  our  Leaflets ,  remembering  the  postage.  Among  others  we 
have  one  giving  “  Plans  of  Work  for  Boys  and  Girls.” 

Any  donations  to  our  Printing  Fund  are  welcome. 

Send  for  our  “  Certificates  of  Stock”  in  “Sait  Lake  City  Institute.” 

The  pile  of  “  Bricks”  remaining  after  the  Logan  Chapel  is  quite  fin¬ 
ished,  will  be  sold  at  ten  cents  each,  in  aid  of  the  other  buildings  above 
mentioned.  Send  for  them  to  Miss  R.  B.  Hunter,  23  Centre  street, 
New  York, 

Our  Mite-Bo, res  in  blue  and  gold  will  still  be  furnished  gratis  to  any 
society  or  person  promisihg  that  at  least  one  cent  a  week  shall  be  put 
in  each,  the  money  to  be  appropriated  as  the  donors  may  choose,  but 
to  come  in  some  way  into  our  treasury. 

•Arrange  for  Public  Meetings,  if  possible,  to  be  addressed  by  your 
pastors  or  others. 

Oire  as  God  has  prospered  you,  remembering  the  promise  found  in 
Luke  0:38.  Let  us  look  to  God  and  to  II is  people  for  large  gifts  as 
well  as  small.  By  His  blessing,  we  aim  to  raise  $50,000  this  year. 

Synodic  ad  Committees. 


A  number  ofc  the  Synods  have  appointed  Women’s  Synodical  Com¬ 
mittees  of  Home  Missions,  having  two  or  more  members  in  each  Pres¬ 
bytery. 

For  further  information ,  apply  to  one  of  these  women  thus  commis¬ 
sioned  by  the  Church;  or  to  any  of  the  Secretaries  or  officers  of  the 
Woman's  Executive  Committee  of  Home  Missions,  which  has  been  organ¬ 
ized  with  a  view  to  unify  and  stimulate  woman’s  work  in  tins  direction. 
Its  office  is  at  23  Centre  street,  New  York,  and  it  co-operates  closely 
with  the  Board  of  Home  Missions. 

Let  us  all  now  with  grateful  hearts  take  up  this  year  whatever  work 
the  Master  gives  us,  continuing  in  it  with  prayer  and  perseverance  unto 
the  end. 


Mrs.  Ash  del  Green,  President. 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Dunn,  Vice  Pres. 
Mrs.  S.  F.  Scovel, 

Mrs.  G  L.  Little, 

Mrs.  C.  J.  McClung,  “  “ 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Allen,  “  “ 

Mrs.  T.  M  Sinclair, 

Mrs.  W.  M.  Ferry, 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Williams, 

Mrs  M.  E.  i 


Mrs.  F.  Potter,  -  Vice  Pres. 

Mrs.  L.  M.  Miller,  “  “ 

Mrs.  R.  Folsom,  “  “ 

Mrs  J.  Cameron, 

Mrs.  G.  Norcross, 

Mrs.  F.  E.  II.  Haines,  Cor.  Sec' y. 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Langdon,  “  “ 

Miss  R.  B.  Hunter,  “ 

Mrs.  S.  B.  Brownell,  Rec.  “ 

>yd,  Treasurer. 


P.  O.  Box  3K63,  23  Centre  St.,  New  York. 

Aug  1st.  1880. 


"**  Animal  Mooting. 

The  first  anniversary  of  the  Woman’s  I 
ITome  Missionary  Society  of  Cincinnati 
Presbytery,  was  celebrated  on  Tuesday, 
March  2,  in  the  Second  Presbyterian 
Church  lecture-room.  The  ladies  had  be¬ 
come  so  accustomed  to  gather  there  when¬ 
ever  the  missionary  call  was  sounded,  that 
1  they  responded  as  promptly,  though  the 
,  call  did  not  come  from  over  the  waters  in 
foreign  lands.  At  two  o’clock  the  pleasant, 
cheerful  room  was  well  filled  and  punctu¬ 
ally  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by 
the  President  of  the  Society,  Mrs.  Pyle. 
Mrs.  Babbitt,  of  Glendale,  led  us  in  prayer, 
beseeching  for  the  meeting  the  blessing  o-f 
the  presence  of  the  Lord  and  the  guidance 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  all  its  exercises;  and 
as  we  left  the  room  at  the  close  of  the 
meeting,  we  felt  gratefully  that  her  pray¬ 
er  had  been  heard  and  answered. 

The  reading  of  the  minutes  and  roll-call 
of  delegates  occupied  a  few  minutes,  and 
then  we  listened  to  the  reports  of  the  year’s 
work  from  the  Secretaries  and  Treasurer. 
We  felt  rejoiced  that  so  many  of  the 
churches  of  the  Presbytery,  fourteen  in 
all,  had  during  this  first  year  sought  places 
among  the  laborers  in  this  new  field  for 
women  workers.  Still  more  pleased  were 
we  to  learn  that  boxes  valued  at  $2,095.- 
73,  at  a  moderate  estimation,  had  been 
sent  to  various  missionaries  on  the  front¬ 
ier  and  to  one  in  our  own  Presbytery. 
But  the  crowning  joy  and  surprise  of  all 
was  given  us  by  our  Treasurer,  when  she 
announced  that,  instead  of  the  three  hund¬ 
red  dollars  which  was  all  the  Society  had 
dared  to  hope  to  raise,  she  had  received 
$1,050.50.  This  sum  had  been  appropriated 
i  to  the  salaries  of  Mrs.  Shields,  at  Jemez, 
Xew  Mexico,  and  Mrs.  Parks,  at  Logan, 

I  Utah,  and  the  remainder  divided  between 
J  a  lady  missionary  to  the  Indians,  and  the 
newly  organized  mission  to  Alaska. 

The  election  of  officers  for  the  next 
year  was  a  necessary  part  of  the  meeting. 
A  Nominating  Committee  reported  the  fol¬ 
lowing  names  :  Mrs.  M.  J.  Pyle,  President; 
Mrs.  S.  W.  Fisher,  Wee-President;  Mrs. 
G.  57  Roots,  Vice-President;  Mrs.  Rich- 
.  ard  Folsom,  Treasurer ;  Mrs.  L.  E.  Evans, 
j  Corresponding  Secretary;  Mrs.  W.  S.How, 
Recording  Secretary,  and  these  ladies  were 
elected. 

The  President  then  introduced  Mrs. 
Haines,  of  Xew  York,  as  the  speaker  of 
the  day.  Mrs.  Haines  is  an  elderly  lady, 
with  most  lovable  face,  on  which  is  plainly 
written  the  “peace  that  passeth  under¬ 
standing.”  Her  manner  was  so  simple 
and  friendly  that  we  felt  she  was  no 
stranger,  but  just  one  of  our  own.  and  as 
she  herself  said,  she  made  no  address,  but 
;  simply  talked  to  us  as  sisters  of  the  same 
I  family,  interested  in  the  same  thing.  She 
said  so  many  times  the  same  questions 
had  been  asked  her  in  different  places  that 
she  felt  the  best  way  would  be  just  to  an-  J 
swer  those  questions,  and,  perhaps,  th*s 
meet  a  felt  want  here.  The  first  was  often, 
why  did  the  women  take  up  this  work? 
They  did  it  first  in  obedience  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly;  the  Presbyterian  Church 
being  an  orderly  church.  What  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly  decided  best  to  be  done, 
was  carried  out  by  the  churches  to  the  re¬ 


motest  Presbytery.  The  church  desifecf  to 
enter  another  field,  the  support  of  teach¬ 
ers  and  schools  in  the  Far  West,  among 
Indians,  Spanish-Americans,  Alaskans, 
and  our  own  people,  where  free  schools 
were  not  established.  The  Home  Mission 
Board  had  all  it  could  do  in  supplying  and 
supporting  missionaries,  and  the  General 
Assembly  felt  that  this  work  could  best  be 
managed  by  women  and,  appropriately  so, 
because  most  of  their  teachers  would  be 
women,  they  being  the  best,  and,  in  some 
places,  as  among  the  Mormons,  the  only 
ones  who  can  gain  an  entrance  to  the 
homes  of  those  for  whom  they  labor. 

Another  reason  why  women  should  have 
a  share  in  the  management  of  mission  wrork 
is  that  they  constitute  twTo-thirds  of  the 
Church,  and  have  rights  as  individual 
Christians  to  labor  and  to  direct. 

In  regard  to  the  fields  of  work  in  wdiich 
this  Presbyterial  Society  is  interested. 
Xew  Mexico  is  really  a  heathen  country, 
where  the  people  worship  the  Sun-god,  and 
even  offer  human  sacrifices  to  appease  di¬ 
vinities  who  send  disease.  The  women 
are  so  degraded  as  to  be  scarcely  more 
than  beasts  of  burden ;  but  the  children 
are  right  eager  to  learn,  verv  much  like 
other  children. 

Mrs.  Shields  writes  that  Logan,  Utah,  was 
a  Mormon  town,  and  the  school  was  attend¬ 
ed  by  Mormon  girls,  and  was  a  great  power 
among  them.  The  polygamous  fathers  of 
these  girls  expect  the  mothers  to  support 
them,  and  they  are  consequently  very  poor, 
and  gifts  of  clothing  are  very  acceptable 
and  needful.  Girls  trained  in  one  of  these 
mission-schools  have  every  one  refused  to 
marry  in  polygamy;  so  these  schools  mqy, 
under  God,  be  the  means  of  stamping  out 
this  great  disgrace  of  this  nation.  Mis¬ 
sions  have  been  begun  among  the  Nava- 
joes,  a  promising  tribe  of  Indians,  and 
they  beg  for  two  more  teachers.  A  mis¬ 
sionary  teacher  is  on  the  way  to  Alaska, 
and  a  Sunday-school  has  already  been  or¬ 
ganized  there,  and  goon  a  day-school  will 
be  opened.  At  these  dayrschools,  in  New 
Mexico,  Utah,  Navajoes,  Alaska,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  usual  instruction  of  day-schools, 
the  Bible  and  Shorter  Catechism  are  made 
texUbooks ;  so  that  in  one  respect,  at  least, 
they  are  superior  to  the  public  schools  of 
Cincinnati. 

Mrs.  Haines  closed  her  address  by  al¬ 
luding  to  the  motives  to  induce  women  to 
enter  upon  this  work:  first,  the  glory  of 
'  Christ;  second,  obedience  to  his  command 
j — “ teach  all  nations;”  and,  third,  the  sal¬ 
vation  of  souls. 

This  is  but  a  bare  skeleton  of  the  talk 
that  so  closely  held  the  attention  of  the 
audience,  and  so  interested  writh  its  lively 
descriptions  of  the  great  work  before  us 
that  we  all  felt  reluctant  to  have  it  close, 
and  to  say  farewell  to  one  we  had  learned 
to  love  in  that  one  short  hour. 

We  hoped  to  have  heard  from  Mrs. 
Humphrey,  President  of  the  Woman’s 
Foreign  Missionary  Society,  and  would 
gladty  have  listened,  but  she  felt  that 
trains  would  not  wait,  and  the  time  was 
very  near  when  many  of  our  band  must 
leave ;  but,  in  a  few  appropriate  words,  she 
congratulated  the  President  and  the  Soci¬ 
ety  on  its  success,  and  wished  it  God-speed 
in  the  future. 


As  the  President  was  about  to  adjourn 
the  meeting,  Mrs.  Dr.  Fisher  stepped  for- 
"  with  ATrs.  lfaines  and  said  she  wished 
to  .introduce  her  as  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
\\  ilder,  of  New  ^  *rk,  who  educated  and 
sent  Jonas  King,  the  first  missionary,  to 
Syria,  and  paid  his  salary  there,  forty  and 
more  years  ago,  when  the  American  Board 
of  Foreign  Missions  was  in  its  infancy. 

And  then  it  was  over — the  first  anniver- 
sary.  May  the  next  one  find  us  more  earn¬ 
est  and  efficient  in  this  work  for  our  Mas¬ 
ter. 

WOMAN’S  WORK  FOR  HOME 
ItyLf.  MISSIONS. 

Woman’s  interest  in  Home  Missions,  ' 
and  her  sympathy  for  the  wives  and 
children  of  the  missionaries  at  the  j 
West,  have  grown  with  the  work  from  I 
the  beginning.  In  many  of  the  old  j 
and  stable  churches  at  the  East  there 
have  been  Female  Home  Missionary 
I  organizations  that  have  for  many  years 
quietly  forwarded  their  annual  dona¬ 
tions  to  the  Board  of  Home  Missions, 
j  and  sent  a  box  of  clothing  to  the  wife  j 
and  children  of  some  missionary.  For  j 
with  their  quick  womanly  instinct  they 
early  apprehended  that  of  all  isolation, 
loneliness,  privations  and  sickness  that 
fall  to  the  lot  of  a  missionary  family, 
the  largest  part  falls  on  a  missionary’s 
wife.  The  missionary  sees  more  of  soci¬ 
ety  ;  mingles  more  among  his  fellows; 
attends  meetings  of  Presbytery  and 
Synod,  and  makes  exchanges  with  his 
brethren,  where  the  best  that  others 
may  have  is  laid  under  contribution  for 
his  comfort,  while  his  wife  left  at  home, 
meanwhile,  without  servants,  without 
labor-saving  conveniences  common  at 
the  East,  patiently  bears  her  burden 
and  does  her  duty  for  the  Master’s 
sake  ;  suffering  without  murmur  to  the 
last,  and  bravely  cheering  on  her  hus¬ 
band  in  his  work.  A  great  company 
of  such  have  fallen  on  this  high  field 
of  Christian  enterprise  of  whose  labors 
and  sacrifices  the  world  has  made  no 
record.  Some  such  noble  women  have 
gone  to  their  rest  from  the  missionary 
field  this  year. 

But  the  interest  of  the  women  of 
our  churches  in  behalf  of  their  sisters 
on  the  Home  field  was  never  greater 
than  it  is  now.  It  has  quite  out¬ 
stripped  the  demand  for  missionary 
boxes.  Hence  the  last  General  Assem¬ 
bly,  seeing  the  importance  of  utilizing, 
systematizing  and  directing  their  zeal, 
recommended  to  them  “  to  continue 
their  generous  and  affectionate  endeav¬ 
ors  to  promote  the  comfort  of  the 
missionaries’  families  by  donations  of 
1  boxes,’  but  also  by  organized  effort  to 
furnish  money  for  the  increase  of  their 
salaries.”  And  in  order  to  do  this 
they  also  recommend  “that  the  women 


of  every  church  (so  far  as  possible) 
should  give  special  attention  to  raising 
money  lor  our  Home  Board  two  months 
every  fall,  e.  g.  October  and  November  * 
(or  November  and  December).  This  j 
would  give  time  to  hold  at  least  one 
meeting  to  present  the  object  and  to 
make  collections,  also  for  the  putting 
up  of  boxes  by  those  wishing  or  able 
to  work  only  in  this  way.” 

These  two  months  were  designated 
because  it  is  about  this  time  that  many 
societies  begin  to  provide  missionary 
boxes,  which  have  sometimes  been  the 
measure  of  the  benefactions  sent  from 
the  Christian  women  in  the  churches 
to  their  sisters  in  the  Home  field.  But 
there  are  many  who  are  beginning  to 
see  that  it  is  better  to  send  more  money 
to  the  missionaries.  Missionary  boxes 
are  of  great  value,  but  the  Home 
Missionary  work  needs  more  money. 
Money  is  indispensable.  More  money 
for  an  adequate  salary  is  better  than 
many  boxes. 

Plans  aud  Methods. 

As  to  organizations,  the  Assembly 
wisely  refrain  from  giving  any  advice, 
leaving  every  society  and  church  to 
adopt  its  own  method.  We  are  satis¬ 
fied  that  the  ladies  are  too  intent  on 
giving  bread  to  the  hungry  and  help 
to  the  needy  to  waste  any  time  in  dis¬ 
cussing  .forms  of  organization.  “The 
best  way  to  do  anything  is  to  do  it." 
Hence  the  Assembly  says  :  “  In  one 
or  another  form,  through  existing  or¬ 
ganizations  or  otherwise,  as  their  wise 
hearts,  counseling  with  the  wise  minds 
of  the  Board,  may  devise,  we  trust 
that  a  large  increase  of  efficiency  will 
be  secured,  and  that  steadily  more  and  ; 
;  more  this  one  mission  work  for  our 
land  and  for  other  lands  will  become 
the  work  of  our  homes."  With  any 
existing  organization,  or  without  any 
organization,  let  the  ladies  come  to  the 
help  of  their  suffering  sisters. 

The  Assembly  also  suggest  that  the 
Board  call  to  its  aid  responsible  and 
energetic  ladies  in  “  central  positions.” 
This  we  propose  to  do,  and  not  only 
do  we  call  on  such  ladies,  but  we  also 
call  on  all  the  women  in  our  church ; 
and  if  any  woman  feels  her  heart  roused 
to  do  something  for  the  good  work,  let 
her  go  at  once  to  her  pastor  and  ask 
him  to  call  a  meeting  of  all  the  ladies 
in  the  congregation,  and  ask  him  to 
address  them,  or  procure  some  one  else 
to  address  them,  on  the  greatness  of 
the  Home  Missionary  work,  the  suffer¬ 
ing  and  sacrifices  of  the  wives  and 
children  of  missionaries,  especially  this 
year  of  scanty  collections  on  the  part 
i  of  the  Board,  and  of  great  heat  and 
drought,  and  the  great  grasshopper 


scourge  in  runny  pnrts  ot  the  West. 
And  then  and  there  let  collectors  be 
appointed  to  take  up  contributions  and 
forward  them  to  the  Board  at  once. 
And  to  show  how  urgent  the  demand 
is,  we  notice  a  few  cases. 

A  missionary  from  Northern  Iowa 
writes : 

“Will  you  not  forward  my  last  quarter’s 
salary  at  once,  on  account  of  the  sickness 
of  my  wife,  by  reason  of  which  we  are 
in  need  of  things  which  our  credit  will 
not  procure?  ’ 

Says  another : 

“We  have  not  received  the  last  quar¬ 
terage.  1  need  the  money — can’t  tell 
you  how  much — perhaps  my  wife  and 
babies  could  if  you  were  only  in  speak¬ 
ing  distance.  Please  to  forward  as  soon 
as  possible.  A  large  family  and  sick  wife 
have  drained  my  purse  dry.” 

Says  another : 

“I  write  to  ask  if  it  will  be  possible  for 
me  to  receive  the  check  for  my  second 
quarter’s  salary  immediately.  I  owe 
quite  a  considerable  grocery  bill  here 
,  which  must  be  paid  very  soon,  or  I  will 
I  not  be  able  to  keep  my  family  in  the 
common  necessities  of  life.  The  drought 
and  grasshoppers  have  swept  away  almost  J 
everything,  and  the  credit  system  is  far 
below  par.  1  have  not  one  cent  to  buy 
anything  at  present.  Please  consider 
this  in  the  light  of  charity,  for  if  we 
don't  get  aid  soon  we  will  be  obliged  to 
look  elsewhere  for  enough  to  keep  us  from 
starving.” 

Another  says : 

“My  wife  is  an  invalid ;  and  all  other 
measures  having  proved  of  no  avail,  we 
are  now  compelled  to  go  to  Chicago,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles,  for  surgical  treat¬ 
ment  as  the  only  help.  The  journey  has 
already  been  delayed  t,vo  months,  hoping 
for  a  draft  from  .New  York.” 

Says  another : 

“I  have  yet  two  children  to  care  for  and 
school — a  son  sevemeen  years  and  a 
daughter  ten  years.  Yesterday  morning 
my  eon  started  for  Olivet  College.  1 
could  give  him  but  little  money,  but  he 
is  a  good  boy,  and  1  commended  him  to  the 
Faculty,  and  for  the  rest  I  trust  in  God. 

It  may  seem  strange  for  a  missionary  to 
speak  of  his  wife  in  a  report,  but  1  am 
sure  to  her  I  owe  very  largely  the  fact  that 
we  have  not  suffered  the  past  year.  She 
has  the  entire  management  of  household 
wants,  and  when  the  money  pinches  she 
cuts  the  closer,  and  we  slip  through,  how¬ 
ever  small  the  hole  looks  as  we  enter  it. 

With  such  cases  pressing  on  their 
attention,  we  are  sure  our  Christian  ( 
women  will  send  us  speedy  relief ;  but 
I  this  will  not  exhaust  the  good  will  or 
resources  of  the  ladies.  There  will 
still  be  need  for 

lUiwlouar)  Boxes. 

If  the  missionaries  all  had  an  ad- 
:  equate  salary  such  boxes  would  be  un¬ 
necessary,  but  that  we  can  not  expect 
at  present.  We  have  been  compelled 


*  to  make  the  grant  less  than  the  appli- 
1  cation,  by  from  §25  to  §200  in  hundreds 
of  cases,  because  we  thought  it  im¬ 
possible  to  pay  all  that  was  applied  for. 
To  the  families  of  all  such  missionaries 
a  “  box”  will  be  a  great  relief.  Let 
us  then  set  about  furnishing  the  supply 
in  a  systematic  way. 

The  Assembly  also  propose  that  the 
Board  “  shall  keep  this  matter  in  their 
own  hands,”  that  is — 

First.  Let  any  church  proposing  to 
prepare  a  box  send  to  the  Board  of 
Home  Missions  for  the  name  of  a  mis¬ 
sionary,  also  send  their  contributions 
direct  to  us,  otherwise  three  or  four 
churches  may  send  to  the  same  family, 
and  other  families  equally  needy  and 
worthy  will  receive  none.  For  the 
Assembly  justly  thought  that  the  Board 
having  supervision  of  the  whole  field 
would  know  the  cases  of  greatest  and 
most  immediate  suffering,  and  make  a 
more  wise  and  judicious  use  of  funds 
than  the  ladies  themselves,  scattered 
throughout  the  country.  They  would 
also  have  all  churches  and  societies 
promptly  report  to  the  Board  all  boxes 
sent,  and  especially  all  money  forward¬ 
ed,  that  both  may  be  noticed  in  the 
Record  and  incorporated  in  our  annual 
report. 

Second.  If  they  receive  the  name  of 
a  family  that  pleases  them,  let  them 
assume  the  entire  amount  of  salary 
furnished  by  the  Board.  The  ladies 
in  many  a  church  could  easily  do  it. 
Then  let  them  continue  to  aid  that 
family  year  after  year.  Let  them  make 
themselves  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
all  its  wants  and  supply  them.  If  there 
is  a  daughter  that  ought  to  have  better 
advantages  for  schools  than  she  can 
have  at  home,  let  them  help  her.  If 
there  be  a  bright  boy  who  has  a  fond¬ 
ness  for  books,  who  would  like  to  ob¬ 
tain  a  collegiate  education,  perhaps 
with  a  view  to  the  ministry,  let  them 
help  him.  So  let  the  stronger  church 
at  the  East  identify  itself  with  the 
weaker  one  at  the  West,  and  a  blessing 
will  fall  on  the  church  that  receives, 
and  a  greater  on  the  ODe  that  gives ; 
for  “it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to 
receive.” 

By  continuing  to  help  the  same  fam¬ 
ily  year  after  year,  you  will  know  them 
better,  and  understand  and  be  able  to 
meet  their  wants  better.  It  seems 
quite  absurd  to  take  up  a  new  family 
every  year.  The  last  year’s  acquaint¬ 
ance  ought  to  be  valuable  to  both 
parties.  But  when  they  can  not  do  so 
much — 

Third.  We  propose  to  send  to  many 
of  our  churches,  with  the  name  of  the 
missionary,  a  request  that  the  ladies 
will  send  to  his  wife  the  amount  of 
money  the  Board  was  constrained  to 


decline  in  its  appropriation  to  the  hus- ! 
band.  Some  idea  of  the  amounts  have 
just  been  indicated. 

Meanwhile,  if  any  church  has  se¬ 
lected  a  missionary  without  consulting 
us,  we  beg  that  the  name  may  be  for¬ 
warded  at  once ;  or  if  any  churches 
wish  to  make  a  special  donation  to  any 
missionary,  let  them  notify  us  and  send 
us  the  money,  and  we  will  appropriate 
it  according  to  their  request. 

Let  us  do  this  for  the  present  year 
of  distress,  and  who  knows  but  another 
year  we  may  find  room  and  means  for 
Bible  readers,  female  missionaries  and 
other  laborers  on  the  Home  field  ? 

We  send  forth  this  appeal  to  all  the 
women  in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
We  beg  of  them  to  rise  up  and  begin 
in  this  good  work  at  once.  The  time 
is  at  hand.  Let  no  suffering  and  sor¬ 
rowing  sister  sit  in  her  narrow  and 
scantily-furnished  home  on  the  frontier, 
and  be  left  to  think  that  she  is  forgot¬ 
ten,  or  that  no  one  careth  for  her  soul. 
Let  those  who  go  to  the  front  be 
cheered  and  sustained  by  those  who 
remain  behind.  Let  all  this  be  done 
with  prayer  and  supplication  that  the 
Lord  will  crown  your  efforts  with  suc¬ 
cess,  and  the  essential  unity  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  be  made  appar¬ 
ent,  and  the  wicked  be  constrained  to 
say,  “  Behold  !  how  these  Christians 
love  one  another.” 


H.  Kendall, 
Cyrus  Dickson, 

Secretaries. 


The  Need  of  Woman’s  Work  in 
Home  Evangelization. 


REV.  J.  M.  P.  OTTS. 

1  The  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary 
Society  is  no  longer  experimental  en¬ 
terprise,  but  it  now  holds  it3  place 
in  the  Church  as  a  successful  and  glo¬ 
rious  work,  with  the  most  hopeful  and 
encouraging  promises  of  still  greater 
achievements  in  the  future.  This  so¬ 
ciety  is  doing  a  great  work,  the  import¬ 
ance  of  which  can  not  be  overestimated. 
It  is  important  not  only  in  the  most 
'  valuable  assistance  it  is  giving  in  the 
missionary  work,  but  also  because  it 
gives  employment  at  home  to  hundreds 
of  women  whose  pious  hearts  have  been 
|  hungry  for  work  in  the  Church.  It 
brings  into  active  engagement  for  Jesus 
a  vast  resource  of  power  and  influence, 
which  has  not  heretofore  been  devel¬ 
oped  and  employed  in  the  work  of  the 


Protestant  Church  as  it  might  and 
should  have  been. 

About  two-thirds  of  the  entire  mem¬ 
bership  of  the  Church  are  women.  As 
there  were  at  the  cross  two  women  to 
one  man  disciple,  and  as  there  were  at 
the  sepulcher  two  women  before  any 
male  disciple,  so  there  are  now  in  the 
membership  of  our  Church,  and  at  the 
Lord’s  table,  about  two  women  to  every 
one  man.  In  the  immediate  work  of 
each  particular  congregation  the  women, 
as  our  ministers  well  know,  have  al¬ 
ways  done  the  greater  part  ;  but  what 
has  been  wanting,  and  what  is  now  sup¬ 
plied  in  the  Woman’s  Foreign  Mission¬ 
ary  Society  for  one  line  of  the  work  of 
the  Church,  is  an  organization  in  which 
all  the  women  of  the  Church  generally 
may  be  united,  and  their  power  brought 
together  and  concentrated  in  doing 
work  for  Jesus  at  home. 

Protestant  women,  if  they  were  or¬ 
ganized  for  the  work,  and  officially  rec¬ 
ognized  and  encouraged  by  the  Church, 
could  and  would  do  for  the  cause  of 
Christ  more  than  their  Romish  sisters 
are  doing  for  the  advancement  of  Papal 
propagandism.  In  spiritual  power, 
and  in  readiness  for  self-Eacrifice,  Prot¬ 
estant  women  are  Dot  inferior  to  their 
Romish  sisters.  If  the  Church,  in  its 
official  capacity,  would  only  open  a 
door  of  employment,  and  set  the  women 
upon  some  form  of  usefulness  in  the 
work  of  Jesus,  Protestant  women  will 
exhibit  as  high,  if  not  a  higher,  type 
of  charity  and  self-consecration  as ! 
that  seen  in  the  work’of  Romish  ladies. 

There  are  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
women  in  all  our  churches  that  have 
leisure,  and  they  must  have  occupation 
of  some  kind  to  meet  the  cravings  of 
their  natures  for  activity.  These  good 
ladies  have  done  a  wonderful  work  in 
raising  means  to  support  women  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  women  Bible  readers  in 
foreign  lands,  but  there  is  a  work  to  be 
done  at  home  by  women  as  home  mis¬ 
sionaries. 

There  is  a  demand  for  a  home  mis¬ 
sionary  society  of  women,  to  aid  in  the 
work  of  home  evangelization.  Our 
only  hope  of  ever  seeing  this  work 
done,  which  is  so  much  needed  and  yet 
so  much  neglected,  is  in  the  voluntary 


labors  of  the  WGKien  of  the  Church,  or¬ 
ganized  and  systematized  forthe  doing  of 
it.  The  call  for  this  work  is  loud  and 
earnest,  and  its  importance  can  not  be 
overestimated  ;  and  it  seems  to  us  to 
be  peculiar  and  most  appropriate  work 
for  the  women  of  the  Church.  As  we 
have  said,  about  two-thirds  of  the  entire 
membership  ot  the  Church  are  women, 
and  the  Church  ought  to  have  some 
well-arranged  plan  developed  tor  their 
employment  and  recognition  as  church- 
workers  in  aid  of  home  evangelization. 
The  silence  of  the  Church,  and  the  want 
of  well-devised  plans,  have  kept  more 
than  one-half  of  her  effective  torce,  and 
that  by  tar  the  most  valuable  for  per¬ 
sonal  ministration  in  the  homes  of  the 
people,  from  doing  the  work  they  are 
ready  to  do,  and  which  they  will  glad¬ 
ly  begin  to  do,  so  soon  as  a  door  of  em¬ 
ployment  is  opened  before  them. 

Now,  what  we  want  to  see  is  a  gen¬ 
eral  society  of  women  organized  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church  for  home  evan¬ 
gelization  and  put  upon  the  same  basis 
of  recognition  and  encouragement  by 
the  churches  as  that  on  which  the 
Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society 
now  stands.  In  this  way  a  power  for 
good,  which  is  now  comparatively 
inactive  and  dormant  in  the  Church,  can 
be  developed,  and  which  no  doubt,  will 
be  most  gratifying  and  helpful  in  its 
results.  I  hope  that  some  of  the  lead  ¬ 
ing  spirits  of  the  Church,  both  men 
and  women,  will  take  this  suggestion 
into  prayerful  and  serious  consideration; 
and  if  there  is  any  value  in  it,  bring  it 
out  in  some  practicable  and  tangible 
shape,  and  let  the  good  work  begin  and 
go  on  without  any  delay. 


WOMAN’S  WORK  FOR  WOM¬ 
AN,  ONCE  MORE. 


BY  E.  W.  PATTEBSON,  D.D. 


Messrs.  Editors:  On  returning  home  af¬ 
ter  a  short  absence,  my  attention  was  called 
to  a  reply  of  my  excellent  friend  Dr.  H. 
Kendall,  to  my  article  on  the  subject  of 
“Woman’s  Work  for  Woman,”  in  your  num¬ 
ber  of  Nov.  25,  1880.  A  few  errors  in  this 
reply  seem  to  require  a  brief  notice. 

Dr.  Kendall  seems  not  to  have  read  my 
article  with  care.  1.  He  begins  with  the 
statement:  “Dr.  Patterson  objects  to  wom¬ 
an’s  work  for  home  missions,  because  it  is  a 
recent,  or  after-thought.”  But  I  never 
'  made  any  such  objection  to  “woman’s  work 


for  home  missions,”  as  any  one  may  see  by 
a  simple  reading  of  my  article.  I  did  inti¬ 
mate  that  the  board  of  home  missions 
seemed  to  have  had  their  zeal  in  this  direc¬ 
tion  aroused  by  the  success  of  woman’s  ef¬ 
fort  on  behalf  of  woman  in  the  foreign  field, 
not  as  an  objection  to  any  home  effort,  but 
as  suggesting  that  a  desire  to  obtain  addi¬ 
tional  funds  for  the  home  board  has  possi¬ 
bly  had  a  good  deal  of  influence  in  relation 
to  this  matter.  And  Dr.  IC.  in  his  answer 
distinctly  avows  his  wish  to  obtain,  through 
the  efforts  of  the  women  funds  “for  the  sup¬ 
port  of  ordinary  missionaries,”  which  I  said, 
and  still  say,  ought  not  to  be  thought  of,  in 
connection  with  “woman’s  work  for  woman.” 
By  “ordinary  missionaries”  I  mean,  of 
course,  missionaries  sent  out  by  the  boards 
not  to  labor  especially  for  the  benefit  of 
women,  but  in  the  general  work. 

What  Dr.  Kendall  has  to  say  about  the 
Northwestern  Woman’s  Board  having  been 
organized  under  the  name  of  “The  Woman’s 
Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Northwest,”  seems  to  be  unfounded.  For  I 
am  assured  that  the  name  in  the  constitu¬ 
tion  as  first  adopted  was,  “The  Woman’s 
Presbyterial  Board  of  Missions  for  the 
Northwest,”  which  is  still  the  name.  In  the 
second  article  of  the  constitution,  it  was  de¬ 
clared  to  be  the  object  of  the  organization  to 
operate  for  the  benefit  of  women  in  the 
i  “foreign”  field.  The  Northwestern  Presby- 
!  terian  Society  grew  out  of  the  “Woman’s 
!  Board  of  the  Interior,”  organized  in  1868,  in 
which  the  New  School  Presbyterian  ladies 
co-operated  with  the  Congregational  ladies, 
until  after  the  reunion  in  1869-70.  The 
Presbyterian,  ladies  separated  from  that 
board  in  order  to  organize  the  Presbyterian 
board,  in  which  they  continued  the  same 
work.  If  Dr.  Kendall  was  active  in  the  ef¬ 
fort  to  enlist  our  women  in  behalf  of  home 
missions  in  Chicago,  before  the  northwestern 
movement  for  the  foreign  work  was 
“thought  of,”  I  have  yet  to  learn  the  name 
of  the  first  person  with  whom  he  conferred 
on  the  subject.  As  to  the  organization  of 
“female  missionary  societies,”  seventy  years 
ago,  in  western  New  York  and  elsewhere,  it 
need  only  be  said  that  such  movements,  ! 
which  were  made  on  behalf  of  the  education 
of  candidates  for  the  ministry  as  well  as 
home  missions,  were  long  since  discontinued 
as  unwise,  and  they  have  no  relation  to  the 
present  enterprise,  which  is  of  an  entirely 
different  character. 

2.  Dr.  Kendall’s  second  point  pertains  to 
the  “spontaneousness”  of  the  woman’s 
movement  for  work  in  the  foreign,. as  com¬ 
pared  with  that  for  the  home  field.  In  rela¬ 
tion  to  this  I  have  to  say  that  by  some  agen¬ 
cy  our  synods  have  been  induced  to  appoint 
committees  of  ladies  to  operate  in  behalf  of 
home  missions  among  the  women  of  our 
churches,  and  that  these  committees  have 
been  selected  in  part  from  the  officers  ot 
the  branches  of  our  board  for  foreign  work  ; 
and  auxiliaries  of  our  N.  W.  board  have 
been  urged  to  divide  their  funds  equally  be¬ 
tween  home  and  foreign  missions.  No  such 


' _ ^ 

thing  was  ever  done  by  the  friends  of  the 
foreign  work,  as  far  as  I  know,  anywhere. 
And  after  ail,  our  ladies  in  tl*e  northwest 
manifest  little  or  no  disposition  to  establish 
any  such  partnership  as  that  proposed  be¬ 
tween  the  work  for  the  home  and  the  foreign 
fields.  They  do  notsee  why  the  two  branch¬ 
es  of  woman  s  work  should  not  be  kept  as 
distinct  as  the  two  boards  of  home  and  for¬ 
eign  missions.  They  do  not  object  to  the 
organization  of  separate  societies  for  the 
home  work,  but  they  do  object  to  running 
together  the  two  branches  of  effort,  which 
are  as  different  from  one  another  as  are  the 
general  objects  of  the  home  and  foreign 
boards  of  missions. 

3.  Dr.  Kendall’s  third  point  is  not  very 
clearly  developed.  He  does  not  venture  to 
deny  my  statement  that  “  woman’s  work  for 
woman  does  not  seem  to  be  [as]  needful  or 
practicable  [in  the  same  manner]  at  home 
as  abroad.”  It  is  unquestionable  that  in 
most  portions  of  the  home  field  there  are  al¬ 
ready  public  schools  in  operation,  and  oth¬ 
er  appliances  of  civilized  and  Christian  life 
are  in  use,  to  such  a  degree  that  there  is  no 
apology  for  sending  Temale  workers  into, 
these  communities ;  for  example,  in  Iowa, 
Nebraska,  Kansas,  and  many  other  states 
and  territories.  And  the  like  will  be  true 
more  and  more  in  those  territories  where 
the  boar*l  of  home  missions  has  undertaken 
the  proper  work  of  the  foreign  board  in  ef¬ 
forts  for  the  conversion  of  heathen  Indians. 
In  nearly  all  of  the  communities  where  our 
home  missionaries  are  laboring,  there  are 
other  societies  at  work  also,  and  the  attempt 
to  establish  schools  to  be  conductd  by  our 
women  in  such  places  would  immediately 
lead  to  the  founding  of  rival  schools  by  oth¬ 
ers,  unless  the  folly  of  the  movement  should 
be  too  transparent  to  be  met  by  like  folly 
on  the  part  of  others.  It  is  not  so  in  any 
of  our  foreign  fields. 

But  Dr.  Kendall  turns  aside  at  this  point 
to  refer  to  the  use  of  the  funds  raised  by  our 
women,  which,  he  says,  is  made  by  the  for¬ 
eign  board,  alleging  that  a  large  portion  of 
them  has  been  “  turned  over  to  the  treasury 
for  the  general  work  of  the  board,”  and  the 
like  of  this,  he  insists,  might  well  be  done 
by  the  ladies  for  the  home  board.  Just 
here  is  the  gist  of  matter.  It  is  the  purpose 
of  the  secretaries,  if  they  are  successful  in 
their  effort  for  “  woman’s  work  for  woman  ” 
in  the  home  field,  besides  “building  school 
houses,”  etc.,  to  turn  over  “  a  goodly  sum 
also  to  our  treasury  for  the  general  work  of 
home  missions.”  That  is  an  honest  avowal. 
But  is  its  quite  as  fair  to  assert  that  the 
“  goodly  sum  paid  Mr.  Rankin  without 
special  appropriation,”  has  been  turned 
over  to  aid  “  the  general  work  of  the  board 
of  foreign  missions.”  If  such  an  use  is  made 
of  the  funds  of  the  woman’s  societies  by  the 
board  of  foreign  missions,  our  women  ought 
to  know  it,  and  understand  for  what  pur¬ 
poses  they  are  making  their  collections.  Of 
course  it  would  be  proper  that  their  funds 
should  be  applied  as  far  as  necessary  to 
meet  any  extra  expenses  incurred  by  the 


board  on  account  of  their  branch  of  the 
work.  But  we  do  not  believe  that  anything 
beyond  this  would  be  sanctioned  by  the 
ladies  engaged  in  this  cause,  either  for  the 
home  or  the  foreign  field. 

4.  Dr.  Kendall  complains  that  my  lan¬ 
guage  tends  to  “  belittle  and  disparage  our 
school  work,”  because  I  spoke  of  it  as  con¬ 
fined  to  “  a  few  fields  found  in  Utah,  New 
Mexico  and  Alaska.”  He  then  goes  on  to 
say  that  there  are  in  those  territories  120 
laborers,  including  ministers  and  their 
wives,  native  licentiates  and  teachers;  and 
asks  why  we  should  not  give  attention  to 
the  work  while  it  lasts,  whether  it  is  to  be 
of  longer  or  shorter  duration?  But  does  it 
belittle  the  school  work  of  the  home  board 
to  state  the  facts  in  regard  to  its  importance 
as  compared  with  the  foreign  work,  which 
was  the  relation  in  which  I  spoke  of  its  ex¬ 
ceptional  and  temporary  character?  I  re¬ 
ferred  to  this  feature  of  woman’s  home  work 
for  woman,  not  to  show  that  it  “  should  not 
receive  attention,”  but  to  present  a  reason 
why  the  two  branches  of  woman’s  work 
should  be  kept  separate  from  each  other, and 
why  the  funds  contributed  for  the  one 
should  be  larger  than  those  for  the  other. 
Was  I  not  clearly  right  in  my  position? 
Dr.  Kendall  refers  to  the  efforts  of  the  Con- 
gregationalists  for  the  establishment  of 
schools  in  some  of  the  territories.  But 
those  efforts  have  no  connection  with  wom¬ 
an’s  work,  or  with  the  home  missionary  so¬ 
ciety. 

5.  As  to  Dr.  Kendall’s  last  suggestion, 
that  he  never  heard  of  making  women’s  so¬ 
cieties  “collecting  agencies,”  and  that  the 
women  are  capable  of  managing  their  own 
affairs,  I  have  only  to  say  that  there  are  some 
things  in  his  article  that  look  very  strongly 
towards  making  the  women’s  societies  in 
part  collecting  agencies  for  the  home  mis¬ 
sionary  treasury;  and  that  no  union  of  wom¬ 
en  in  raising  funds  for  the  home  and  foreign 
work  would  be  attempted  if  it  were  not  for 
the  zeal  of  a  few  friends  of  home  missions. 
I  have  not  expressed  or-  implied  any  fear 
that  our  women  would  be  induced  to  make 
efforts  for  church  erection  or  the  education 
of  ministers.  But  I  have  said,  and  do  say, 
that  it  would  be  as  reasonable  to  expect  them 
to  collect  money  for  such  objects  as  for  the 
general  work  of  either  home  or  foreign  mis¬ 
sions. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  barely  re-state  the  po¬ 
sitions  of  my  former  article,  from  which  it 
will  be  seen  that  I  have  not  discouraged 
woman’s  work  for  woman  in  the  home  field, 
but  the  contrary.  It  will  then  be  seen,  I 
think,  after  the  remarks  already  made,  that 
Dr.  Kendall  has  failed  to  shake  a  single  one 
of  these  positions.  My  “conclusions”  were 
as  follows:  (1.)  That  it  is  not  to  be  thought 
of  that  the  women’s  societies  should  be 
turned  into  collecting  agencies  for  the  gen¬ 
eral  treasury  of  any  missionary  board.  (2.) 
That  “it  ought  to  be  admitted  that  there 
may  be  a  work  for  women  to  do  in  the  home 


!  field,  at  least  fer  a  season,”  although  this 
work  must  be  exceptional  and  limited  to  par¬ 
ticular  parts  of  the  field.  (3.)  That  it  is  un¬ 
wise  to  attempt  to  unite  woman’s  work  for 
both  fields  into  one  enterprise,  or  to  divide 
the  funds  raised  equally  between  them.  (4.) 
That  there  is  no  sufficient  reason  for  a  com¬ 
parison  of  the  funds  collected  by  the  women 
for  the  home  and  foreign  fields  inasmuch  as 
the  extent  of  the  work  demanded  in  the  two 
is  so  widely  different. 

I  have  said  thus  much  on  this  subject  with 
the  confidence  that  those  who  are  aware  of 
my  life-long  devotion  to  the  cause  of  home 
missions  will  not  give  heed  to  any  attempts 
to  represent  me  as  opposing  the  home  mis¬ 
sionary  work,  because  I  endeavor  to  defend 
the  policy  of  our  ladies  in  keeping  their 
work  for  woman  in  the  foreign  field  entirely 
separate  from  any  similar  work  for  our  own 
country.  And  I  may  be  pardoned  if  I  add 
that  a  great  deal  of  the  confusion  in  relation 
to  this  question  seems  to  me  to  have  arisen 
from  the  assumption  by  the  house  board  of  a 
work  among  the  heathen  Indians  which  has 
in  former  times  been  regarded  as  belonging 
to  the  department  of  foreign  missions.  Home 
missions  and  foreign  missions  should  be  dis¬ 
tinguished,  not  by  the  separation  of  seas 
and  continents,  but  by  the  nature  of  the 
work  to  which  they  are  devoted.  The  one 
work  consists  in  the  further  evangelization 
of  our  own  partially  Christianized  people; 
the  other  in  the  planting  of  Christian  insti¬ 
tutions  among  heathen  people,  whether  on 
this  continent  or  in  other  lands.  But  we 
must  take  the  facts  as  we  find  them,  and  the 
complications  as  they  actually  exist. 


WOMAN’S  WORK  FOR 
WOMAN. 

Thanks  are  due  to  Dr.  It.  W.  Patterson  for 
his  able  and  exhaustive  communication  on 
Woman’s  Work  contained  in  the  issue  of 
Tiie  Interior  of  November  25th.  The 
perplexed  women  of  the  west  hail  it  with 
joy  for  its  clear  statement  of  sound  views, 
and  for  taking  the  initiative,  and  thus  open¬ 
ing  the  way  for  full  explanation  of  many 
points  misunderstood  and  misrepresented. 
In  the  inception  of  the  woman’s  executive 
committee  of  the  home  board  the  principle 
of  separate  organization  was  announced, 
and  stoutly  maintained  by  secretaries  and 
its  officers.  It  was  considered  by  the  lead¬ 
ers  in  the  work  sufficient  reason  fer  its  in¬ 
auguration,  as  thereby  alone  could  its  full 
development  be  reached.  The  great  Pres¬ 
byterian  church  has  settled  this  principle  by 
the  organization  of  separate  boards  for  its 
church  work.  Consistently,  while  it  has  rec¬ 
ommended  woman's  work  in  the  home 
board,  it  has  nowhere  advised  the  union  of 
the  work  of  the  home  and  foreign  branches 
of  these  associations.  The  origin,  growth 
fields  and  organization  of  the  two  differ  so 
widely  that  amalgamation  is  impracticable 
even  if  deemed  advisable.  Necessity  and* 
spontaneity  gave  birth  to  woman’s  work 


for  woman.  In  the  low  state  of  civilization 
in  heathen  lands  woman  is  a  thing  of  re¬ 
proach,  in  such  helpless  bondage  that  she 
can  only  be  taught  by  her  own  sex.  Never¬ 
theless  as  the  mother  and  early  educator  of 
the  race,  she  is  the  prime  factor  in  the  per¬ 
petuation  of  idolatry.  A  knowledge  of  these 
facts  so.  awakened  the  sympathy  of  Chris¬ 
tian  women  for  their  heathen  sisters  that 
without  ecclesiastical  aid  or  pressure  they 
banded  themselves  together  and  offered 
their  assistance  to  the  board  of  foreign 
missions  in  this  difficult  and  complex 
part  of  their  work.  In 'their  voluntary  or¬ 
ganization  they  elect  their  own  officers  (and 
j  who  can  do  it  as  well?)  and  have  chosen  to 
;  follow  the  ecclesiastical  lines  of  their  be¬ 
loved  church,  but  without  ecclesiastical 
connection  or  control.  They  arrange  their 
I  own  affairs,  seek  out  candidates  as  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  teachers,  with  unwearied 
I  pains,  secure  requisite  endorsements, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  foreign 
board  who  appoints  them.  They  fur¬ 
nish  means  for  the  outfit,  salaries,  and  in 
the  majority  of  cases,  furnish  pay  for  their 
transportation  over  long  lines,  thousands  of 
miles.  Their  missionaries  enlist  for  life,  un¬ 
less  from  failure  of  health,,  or  providential 
causes,  therefore  their  pledges  must  be  per¬ 
petual.  They  organize  and  hold  their  syn¬ 
odical  and  presbyterial  meetings,  carefully 
prepare  their  reports,  whieh  are  always  at 
the  service  of  synods  and  presbyteries,  and 
are  generally  called  for-  and  commended. 
They  work  in  perfect  harmony  with  the 
board  of  foreign  missions,  have  been  hearts 
ily  welcomed,  and  their  work  endorsed  by  ! 
the  church,  and  are  grateful  to  record  the  j 
volunteer  aid  of  the  ministry.  Their  ten  j 
years’  work  appears  to  have  been  blessed  of 
God.  Woman’s  responsibility  in  this  work  i 
has  been  a  charm  and  a  stimulant.  In  both 
sexes  this  develops  the  best  olass  of  work. 

The  “  woman’s  executive  commktee  of  the 
home  board”  is  organized  ecclesiastically. 
Its  officers  are  appointed,  and  its  work  out¬ 
lined,  by  synod.  It  receives  aid  from  seven 
■  or  eight  synodical  secretaries,  and  the  ubiq¬ 
uitous  and  indefatigable  Dr.  Sheldon  Jack- 
sen,  western  secretary  of  the  home  board. 
Its  missionaries  are  employed  temporarily, 
and1  may  withdraw  at  the  termination  of  a 
specified  engagement.  The  superiority  of 
this  ecclesiastical  organization  is  strongly 
advocated  by  its  leaders.  A»  late  issue  of 
the  St.  Louis  Evangelist  says,-  "Appointed 
I  women  go  forward  with  more  courage,  be¬ 
cause  not  self-elected,  but  acting  by  the  di¬ 
rection  -and  endorsement  of  tbs’  synod.” 
This  proposition  remains  open  ■for’1'  proof. 
Separate  work  on  these  separate  bases,  can 
alone  settle  its  value.  The  fields  of  the  two 
organizations  differ  in  locality  an4  in  num¬ 
bers.  The  one  operates  in  our  own  land,  the 
other,  to  the  ea-ds  of  the  earth.  The  recipi¬ 
ents  at  home  are- with  in  the  thousand^:  of  the 
other,  uncounted  millions,  unapproachable 
by  man.  The  work  of  each  is  necessary 
J  and  commendable,  but  in  the  nature  of  the 


case,  cannot  be  amalgamated.  The  “Wom¬ 
an’s  Ex.  Com.”  in  the  west,  seems  to  have 
no  settled  policy.  ■  The  aim  has  been,  and'by 
ecclesiastical  pressure  has  succeeded  to  a 
large  extent,  to  engraft  their  work  upon. the 
auxiliaries  of  the  board  of  the  northwest), 
planted  and  nurtured- by  them.  In  Cdlora- 
do  and  Nebraska  an-  equal  division  of  the 
I  funds  of  auxiliaries  is  said  to  be  the  rule.. 
The  consequence  has  been  an  unsettling  of 
the  foundations ;  friction,  which  is  charged) 
on  the  foreign  mission  women,  and  dissatis¬ 
faction  and  perplexity  among  the  women,, 
that  always  diminish  faith  and  interest.  Who- 
is  responsible  for  this  discord?  May  Godl 
lead  the  way  out  of  it.  We  confess  to  dis- 
appoinment,  that  these  good  sisters  of  the 
executive  committee  have  not  done  valuable- 
home  missionary  work,  in  seeking  out  and- 
training  unutilized  women  in  the  church., 
for  Christ's  service.  This- means  hard  work, . 
in  journeyings  oft.  But  the  divine  rule  holds^ 
good  here.  “As  a  man  soweth,  so  shall  he 
also  reap.”  In  conclusion,  it  is  painful,  al¬ 
most  unbearable,  to  foreign  mission  women 
to  be  charged  with  turning  their  back  on 
home  missions,  because  they  advocate,  and 
struggle  to  maintain  distinct-  organization.-. 
Individually  and  collectively,  they  deny  the 
impeachment,  and  call  for  the  proof.  The 
cause  is  dear  to  their  hearts,  and  receives- 
their  aid  in  various  ways.  -  The  board  of  the 
northwest  offers  no  hindrance  to  home  mis¬ 
sion  work  among  its  constituents ;  interferes 
in  no  way  with  their  home  work.  They  are  t 
free  as  air  to  choose  their  modes  and  chan¬ 
nels.  I  submit,  does  this  course  imply  op¬ 
position  to  home  board  or  executive  com¬ 
mittee?  Is  loyalty  to  foreign  missions,  dis¬ 
loyalty  to  home  missions  ?  •'  For  missionary 
women  desire  harmonious  relations  with 
I  their  sisters  engaged  in  the  work  of  home 
missions,  in  their  various  modes.  Their  only 
plea  is,  to  have  their  foreign  work  undis¬ 
turbed  in  their  district,  by  mixed  organiza¬ 
tion,  believing  that  the  road  to  peace  and 
harmony  lies  in  separate  organization  of 
these  distinct  fields,  with  good  fences,  kept 
in  good- repair,  which  make  good  neighbors,, 
who  clasp  hands  across  them.-  Being  a  mem¬ 
ber  and  contributor  of  an  auxiliary  of  the- 
board  of  the  northwest,  and  having  quite 
extended  knowledge  of  western  women,  Ii 
write  thus  to  answer  the  daily  question,, 
asked  since  the  late  complications,  Whati. 
shall  we  do?  Will  some  one  disentangle  this 
web  of  difficulties?  I  hope  and  believe  God 
will  give  grace  and  wisdom  to  the  women -to- 
bear  and  forbear  with  each  other,  and  ena¬ 
ble  them  to  see  eye  to  eye,  and  agree  upon, 
a  policy  that  will  clear  the  track  of  debris,, 
and  allow  them  to  push  forward  the-car  of 
salvation,  at  home,  and  in  pro  rata  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  benighted  millions  on  millions-of 
heathen  women  behind  the  bars,  i  There  is- 
a  lifting  even  there.  The  doors  of  the  zena¬ 
nas  are  ajar,  and  God  is  permitting  woman, 
to  enter  in  and  take  possession,  in  the  narne- 

of  Christ,  woman’s  best  friend  sand  Sayior. 

— —  ■  - 
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TO  THE  LADIES  OF  THE  PRESBY¬ 
TERIAN  CHIJRCH. 

(Extract  from  a  Circular  issued  by  the 
Board  of  Home  Missions.)  /S73 

The  churches  have  become  very 
thoroughly  aroused  to  the  importance 
and  the  necessity  of  the  ladies  enlisting 
more  heartily  in  the  missionary  work, 
and  they  are  organizing  for  this  pur¬ 
pose  on  every  hand.  Those  who 
hitherto  have  been  content  to  prepare 
a  missionary  box  are  beginning  to  see 
that  where  so  much  is  to  be  done  they 
must  do  more. 

At  the  late  meeting  of  the  Synod  of 
Indiana,  South,  it  was  recommended  to. 
the  ladies  in  our  congregations  to  or¬ 
ganize  Home  Missionary  Societies;  the 
Synod  of  New  Jersey  also,  one  of  our 
oldest  and  largest  Synods,  recommended 
the  formation  of  missionary  societies 
in  every  congregation,  and  most  of  the 
Synods  and  many  of  the  Presbyteries  are 
moving  in  the  same  direction. 

We  desire  to  second  and  indorse  all 
such  recommendations,  and  to  encourage 
all  Christian  women  in  our  churches  to 
say,  Let  the  work  begin  at  once. 

If  you  have  a  sewing  society,  it  may 
need  very  little,  if  any,  change  to  make 
it  answer  your  purpose.  Prepare  and 
send  a  box  of  clothing  to  the  mission¬ 
ary  as  usual,  but  remember  also  that  he 
needs  more  money  to  make  his  salary 
better.  All  the  missionaries  need  bet¬ 
ter  salaries.  Can  you  not  appoint  your 
annual  collectors  at  once  to  pass 
through  the  congregation  and  gather 
up  $25,  $50,  $125,  $250  for  our  treas¬ 
ury  ?  If  you  have  not  perfected  your 
organization,  and  would  like  a  suitable 
form  for  a  constitution  it  will  be  fur 
nished  you  upon  application  to  the 
secretaries  of  Home  Missions,  23  Center 
Street,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 
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BOARD  OF  HOME  MISSIONS. 

AN  EMERGENCY. 


Wv  country  !  'tis  of  thee, 
Sweet  land  of  liberty, 

Of  thee  1  i^iiia:; 

I  and  where  my  fathers  died! 
Land  ofthej  ilerims’  pride! 
From  every  mountain  side 
Let  freedom  ring ! 


My  native  country,  thee — 
Land  of  the  noble  free — 

Thy  name— I  love; 

I  love  tliy  rocks  and  rills. 

Thy  woods  and  templed  hills; 
My  heart  with  rapture  thrills 
Like  that  above. 


The  wonderful  enlargement  of  the  field  of  Home  Missionary  operations 
during  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years  cannot  fail  to  astonish  those  who  have 
not  carefully  watched  the  development  of  the  country  and  the  rapid  extension 
of  our  population  into  hitherto  unoccupied  regions.  A  large  part  of  the  work 
in  this  new  field  is  peculiarly  costlj-  and  difficult,  and  unlike  anything  we  have 
ever  lmd  to  do  before;  and  these  two  things  constitute  a  new  departure — a 
new  phase  of  Home  Missions — an  emergency,  which  demands  attention. 

A  little  more  than  ten  years  ago  the  railroad  was  completed  across  the  con¬ 
tinent.  Previous  to  that  time  the  population  had  scarcely  extended  beyond 
the  States  bordering  on  the  Mississippi.  Gold  and  silver  had  attracted  a  con¬ 
siderable  number  to  the  mining  regions  and  the  Pacific  slope,  Territories  had 
been  located  and  States  organized ;  but  the  people  they  contained  were  very 
few.  The  masses  had  been  waiting  for  better  modes  of  access  to  i lie  country. 

The  building  of  a  railroad  to  the  Pacific  was  the  signal  for  an  unparalleled 
advance  of  railway  extension.  This  work  is  not  all  done  yet,  but  the  system 
is  in  process  of  completion  that  opens  every  Territory  and  nearly  every  fertile 
valley  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  Look  at  it  in  sections. 

I.  There  is  a  section  stretching  from  the  British  possessions  on  tiie  north 
to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  on  the  south,  embracing  what  are  growing  to  he  fami¬ 
liar  names — Dakota,  Nebraska,  Kansas,  the  Indian  Territory  and  Texas. 
These  comprise  more  than  650,000  square  miles,  lying  in  one  vast,  compact 
body;  and  a  fairer  land,  and  more  productive,  can  scarcely  he  found  under 
the  broad  heavens — a  land  having  every  variety  of  climate  and  production 
from  the  Arctic  Ocean  to  the  Tropics — a  land  larger  than  all  the  United 
States  east  of  the  Mississippi,  except  the  Gulf  States.  More  than  250  years 
have  We  been  settling  and  evangelizing  the  latter,  while  all  the  former  has 
been  opened  to  immigration  within  the  last  ten  years,  and  into  it  has  been 
pouring  a  tide  of  people  such  as  has  scarcely  been  known  in  all  history. 
The  demands  of  Home  Missions  keep  pace  with  the  incoming  population. 
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MISSIONS. 


The  following  is  the  Report  of  the 
Assembly’s  Standing  Committee  on 
Home  Missions,  of  which  Dr.  Nelson 
was  Chairman  : 

/  ®  *  j  Report. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Home 
Missions  having  attentively  considered 
the  annual  report  of  the  Board,  re¬ 
spectfully  recommend  the  following  i 
matters  to  the  consideration  of  the 
General  Assembly : 

I.  There  has  been  great  and  unusual 
spiritual  prosperity  in  the  churches  as- 
sisted  by  the  Board.  These  churches 
have  shared  largely  in  the  religious  re¬ 
vival  which  has  prevailed  so  extensive¬ 
ly  throughout  our  land,  and  also  in 
Great  Britain.  The  increase  in  their 
number  of  communicants  is  reported 
as  33  per  cent,  greater  than  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year.  The  whole  number 
added  on  profession  of  faith,  to  these 
churches,  exceeds  6,000.  This  in¬ 
crease  of  numbers  is  believed  to  be  at¬ 
tended  with  as  marked  an  increase  of 
prayerfulness  and  of  Christian  zeal  and 
fidelity  in  these  churches.  The  As¬ 
sembly  surely  will  not  fail  to  begin  its 
review  of  its  Home  Missionary  work 
for  the  year  with  devout  and  thankful 
acknowledgment  of  this  abundant 
divine  mercy. 

II.  Deaths.  .  The  following  mission¬ 
aries  have  departed  thi3  life  during 
the  year,  viz.: 

Rev.  Ellis  W.  Lamb,  April  2,  1873. 

Rev.  John  Summers,  Oct.  8,  1873. 

Rev.  L.P.  Sabin,  Nov.  10,  1873. 

Rev.  Melancthon  Hughes,  Nov.  18,  1873 

Rev.  J.  Sanford  Smith,  Sept.,  1873. 

Rev.  M.  B.  Gregg. 

Rev.  J.  Mead  Drake,  Dec.  7,  1873. 

Rev.  Henry  J.  Acker,  Jan.  3,  1874. 

Rev.  S.  A.  McElhinney,  Jan.  29,  1874. 

Rev.  S.  B.  Shaw,  March  22  1874. 

These  all  having  testified  the  gos¬ 
pel  of  the  grace  of  God,  entered  with 
peace  and  joy  into  their  everlasting 
rest. 


III.  The  proper  work  of  the  Board 
has  evidently  been  prosecuted  with  a 
diligence  and  fidelity  deserving  the 
cordial  commendation  of  the  Assembly 
and  the  Church. 

^  IV.  As  in  former  years,  our  field  of 
Home  Missions  is  s.till  rapidly  extend- 
in&>  by  the  flow  of  population,  into  the 
newer  States  and  Territories,  and  some 
of  the  problems  in  our  Home  Mission 
work  are  becoming  exceedingly  diffi¬ 
cult,  by  the  large  accessions  of  foreign 
population. 

V.  The  Board  is  seriously  hindered 
in  its  great  work,  and  the  comfort  and 
usefulness  of  our  missionaries  are  im¬ 
paired  by  the  lack  of  funds.  Of  the 
§352,000  recommended  by  the  last 
General  Assembly,  to  be  raised  durin» 
the  year,  less  than  §300,000  were  reaL 


ized ;  of  which  over  §57,000  came 
from  legacies.  The  income  was  less 
than  in  the  preceding  year  by  §7,567.- 
32,  and  there  is  now  reported  due  to 
missionaries,  §19,500. 

VI.  Th6  annual  report  gives  merit¬ 
ed-prominence  to  the  relations  of  Home 
Missions  to  Sabbath-schools. 

women  of  our  Church  are  invit¬ 
ed  by  the  Board  not  only  to  continue 
their' generous  and  affectionate  endeav¬ 
ors  to  promote  the  comfort  of  the  mis¬ 
sionaries’  families  by  donations  of 
“boxes,”  but  also  by  organized  effort 
to  furnish  money  for  the  increase  of 
their  salaries.  Some  difficulty  has  been 
experienced  in  regard  to  this  in  adjust¬ 
ing  the  arrangements  for  raising  funds, 
both  for  Home  Missions  and  for  For¬ 
eign  Missions,  so  that  the  efforts  shall 
be  in  complete  harmony. 

The  hearts  of  our  sisters  are  in  both 
these  enterprises.  The  same  women, 
who  are  most  ardent  in  their  desire  to 
( send  the  gospel  abroad,  are  most  zeal¬ 
ous  in  efforts  for  the  evangelization  of 
their  own  neighborhood,  and  their  own 
land.  A  portion  of  them  have  thought 
it  best  to  let  the  same  organization  em¬ 
brace  both  objects,  and  to  let  the  work 
of  both  be  supervised  by  the  same  la¬ 
dies.  Others  have  thought  that  the 
whole  work  will  be  most  efficiently 1 
done  if  a  separate  Board  of  ladies 
have  charge  of  each.  Y  our  Committee 
are  informed  of  consultations  among; 

1  the  ladies  interested,  which  give  pro-m-  | 
ise  of  harmonious  adjustment,  and  of 
increased  efficiency  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  women’s  work  in  both  depart¬ 
ments. 

In  view  of  the  difficulty  of  giving 
time  to  the  management  of  additional 
societies,  in  some  localities,  the  pro¬ 
posal  has  come  to  us  from  a  highly  in¬ 
fluential  quarter,  “that  the  women  of 
every  church  (so  far  as  possible) 
should  give  special  attention  to  raising 
money  for  our  Home  Board  two 
months  every  fall;  e.  y.,  October  and  No¬ 
vember  (or  November  and  December). 
This  would  give  time  to  hold  at  least 
one  meeting  to  present  the  object  and 
to  make  collections,  also  for  the  put¬ 
ting  up  of  boxes  by  those  wishing  or 
able  to  work  only  in  this  way.” 

It  was  further  suggested,  “that  the 
Home  Board  should  keep  it  in  their 
own  hands  ;  that  they  should  not  wait 
for  ladies  to  take  it  up  of  themselves, 
but  should  appoint  a  lady  in  each  of 
several  central  positions,  who,  with 
such  help  as  she  could  secure  for  her¬ 
self,  might  bring  this  matter  of  raisin°- 
money  for  Home  Missions  under  our 
Board  before  the  ladies’  societies,  or 
the  ladies  in  her  appointed  district.” 

Your  Committee  respectfully  and 


emphatically  commend  these  womanly 
and  business-like  suggestions  to  the 
approval  of  the  Assembly  and  to  the 
maturing  consideration  of  “our  Home 
Board.”  In  one  or  another  form, 
through  the  exciting  organizations  or 
otherwise,  as  their  wise  hearts,  coun¬ 
seling  with  the  wise  minds  of  our 
Board,  may  devise,  we  trust  that  a 
large  increase  of  efficiency  will  be  se¬ 
cured  and  that  steadily  more  and 
more  this  one  mission  work,  for  our 
land  and  for  other  lands,  will  become 
the  work  of  our  homes. 

The  annual  report  closes  with  a  sur¬ 
vey  of  the  field. 

Your  Committee  would  ask  attention 
to  its  vastness  and  variety,  and  mar¬ 
velous  promise.  From  the  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tain  region,  with  its  rich  mines  and 
health  restoring  air,  inviting  popula¬ 
tion  ;  from  Texas,  receiving  annually 
100,000  people  upon  its  fertile  lands, 
and  into  its  rapidly  building  towns, 

An  Appeal  to  the  Women  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church. 

Many  of  you  have  written  to  my¬ 
self  and  other  Home  Missionaries 
asking  us  to  look  up  for  you  a  lost 
and  wandering  child,  and  if  possible 
throw  around  them  the  influences  of 
the  Church.  To  all  such  appeals  we 
have  given  immediate  attention,  and 
in  some  cases  have  had  the  unspeaka¬ 
ble  privilege  of  being  instrumental  in> 
i  reclaiming  your  wandering  ones  and 
bringing  great  joy  to  your  hearts. 

We  now,  in  turn,  feel  constrained  i 
to  appeal  to  you  for  help  in  saving 
your  loved  ones.  Great  danger  is  im¬ 
pending  over  them.  Because  the 
Church  is  withholding  the  Lord’s 
money  mission  stations  are  being 
abandoned,  and  your  children  left  to 
the  demoralization  of  communities 
without  the  gospel.  The  missionaries 
at  these  places  have  stood  at  their 
posts  as  long  as  it  is  possible.  Some 
|  of  them  have  consumed  their  entii’e 
property  in  supplementing  the  defi- 
ciences  of  the  Church  in  sustaining 
the  work.  Some  of  them  have  en¬ 
dured  great  privations  and  made  many 
personal  sacrifices  that  your  children 
might  have  a  preached  gospel.  And 
now  as  a  last  resort  before  abandoning 
these  fields,  we  appeal  to  the  oft- ex¬ 
pressed  and  oftener  unexpressed  anxi¬ 
eties  of  your  hearts,  and  ask  you  to 


make  personal  sacrifices  with  us  for 
the  spiritual  welfare  of  your  children. 
For  certainly  you  are  not  willing  to 
require  strangers  to  make  greater 
sacrifices  than  yourselves  for  your 
friends  ? 

Our  hearts  are  heavy,  for  widespread 
disaster  to  the  mission  work  is  immi¬ 
nent  unless  speedy  relief  is  obtained. 
And  that  disaster  will  result  in  not 
alone  many  of  the  children  of  the  un¬ 
godly,  but  also  in  hundreds  of  the 
children  of  Christian  parents,  going  to 
their  graves  unsaved!  Should  your 
children  be  one  of  these,  how  could 
you  ever  forgive  yourself  if  you  do 
not  personally  put  forth  the  most 
earnest  efforts  to  raise  all  that  is  pos¬ 
sible  for  home  missions  in  your  church 
or  circle  of  friends  and  influence,  es¬ 
pecially  during  these  months  set  apart 
by  the  Assembly  for  special  collections 
by  the  women  of  the  Church? 

The  approaching  collection  will  be 
a  solemn  event  to  them.  There  may 
be  a  retributive  Providence  in  it.  If 
you  withhold  more  than  you  should  of 
time,  effort  or  money  in  this  crisis,  the 
place  where  your  friends  reside  may 
be  one  of  those  which,  because  of  the 
scarcity  of  funds,  will  not  be  occupied, 
and  thus  your  friends  be  left  to  the 
hardening  influence  of  a  community 
without  the  gospel.  On  the  other 
hand,  if,  after  earnest  prayer  for  the 
needed  grace  of  liberality,  you  become 
straitened  in  your  large  giving  and 
active  efforts  to  influence  others,  the 
community  of  your  friends  may  be 
one  of  those  that  will  be  occupied 
and  perhaps  you^  children  (for  it  is 
not  an  uncommon  occurrence)  be 
among  the  first-fruits  of  the  labor  of 
the  missionary.  Consider  these  two 
pictures,  and  remember  that  your  chil¬ 
dren  are  perishing.  Will  you  hasten 
to  the  rescue? 

These  are  not  the  words  of  an 
alarmist,  but  of  one  who  continually 
in  his  work  meets  these  moral  wrecks 
from  Christian  households — made 
wrecks  by  living  in  communities  where 
ministers  have  not  been  sent  for  want 
of  funds  for  their  support.  And  if 
fields  now  occupied  must  be  abandoned 
because  of  the  fatal  indifference  of  the 


Church  to  provide  the  needful  funds, 
these  wrecks  will  be  greatly  multiplied, 
and  many  more  dishonored  graves  of 
the  children  of  Christian  parents  wil 
dot  these  western  plains  and  be  found 
on  our  lonely  mountain  sides.  And 
there  will  be  a  life-sorrow  in  many 
more  eastern  homes  as  the  appalling 
truth  dawns  upon  them,  when  too  late, 
that  their  children  are  lost  for  the 
want  of  the  gospel  they  might  have 
had,  but  did  not. 

I  Then  let  all  who  have  friends  on 
mission  grounds,  or  who  recognize  the 
claims  of  the  perishing  upon  them, 
make  it, 

1st.  A  matter  of  special  prayer  that 
their  own  hearts  and.  the  hearts  of 
others  of  God’s  stewards  shall  be  so 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  this 
cause  and  the  urgency  of  the  present 
crisis,  that  you  will  make  unusual 
large  offerings  at  this  time  if  need 
be  even  casting  your  jewels  into  the 
Lord’s  treasury.  (Exod.xxxv.  22-29.) 
For  what  aregold  and  silver  ornaments 
or  even  precious  stones,  in  comparison 
to  perishing  souls? 

2d.  Make  it  a  topic  of  conversation 

in  the  family. 

:id.  Pray  and  talk  over  the  matter 
in  the  prayer-meeting  until  all  are  en¬ 
listed  in  the  work. 

4th.  Call  and  consult  with  your 
minister.  Your  interest  will  quicken 
his  and  lead  him  to  speak  earnest, 
burning  words,  if  not  preach  a  sermon 
in  behalf  of  the  cause  before  collec¬ 
tion.' 

5th.  If  you  have  a  collection  in  the 
church  notice  who  are  absent,  and  call 
upon  them  for  a  collection  during  the 
following  week. 

Gth.  Use  your  influence  to  secure  a 
collection  in  the  Sabbath-school.  The 
assistance  of  the  children  is  needed  at 
such  a  time. 

Let  immediate  and  strenuous  efforts 
be  put  forth  to  relieve  the  Board  of 
Home  Missions  of  present  embarrass¬ 
ments,  and  fulfill  the  pledge  of  the 
Church  to  her  missionaries. 


What  Llien  M list  be  Done? 

Evidently  the  men,  women  and  children 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  must  take 
hold  of  this  work  and  help  push  it  for¬ 
ward.  They  must  each  and  all  lend  a 
helping  hand,  and  give  of  “their  poverty” 
if  they  can  not  give  of  “their  abundance.” 
But  to  be  more  specific  : 

1.  Let  the  members  of  the  late  General 
Assembly  secure  and  forward  the  amounts 
pledged  toward  the  payment  of  the  Home 
Mission  and  Sustentation  debts. 

As  yet  only  about  one-fourth  of  the 
amount  has  been  paid  in.  In  this  time 
of  distress  among  our  missionaries  let  the 
amounts  thus  over  due  be  hurried  forward 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Many  of  the  brethren  connected  with 
the  Sustentation  Department  are  waiting 
for  pay  for  work  done  from  three  to  six 
months  ago. 

2.  The  last  General  Assembly  recom¬ 
mended  “that  the  women  of  every  church 
(so  far  as  possible)  should  give  special  at¬ 
tention  to  raising  money  for  our  Home 
Board  two  months  every  fall,  e.  g.,  Octo¬ 
ber  and  November  (or  November  and 
Pecember),  This  would  give  time  to  hold 
at  least  one  meeting  to  present  the  object 
and  to  make  collections,  also  for  the  put¬ 
ting  up  of  boxes  by  those  wishing  or  able 
to  work  only  in  this  way.”  And  still  further 
that  “in  one  or  another  form,  through  ex¬ 
isting  organizations  or  otherwise,  as  their 
wise  hearts,  counseling  with  the  wise 
minds  of  our  Board,  may  devise,  we  trust 
that  a  large  increase  of  efficiency  will  be 
secured,  and  that  steadily  more  and  more 
this  one  mission  work,  for  our  land  and 
for  other  lands,  will  become  the  work  of 
our  homes.” 

But  on  this  whole  subject  the  women  in 
our  churches  may  expect  to  hear  some¬ 
thing  more  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks. 

3.  But  what  are  the  children  doing  ?  A 
few  Sunday-schools  are  supporting  a  mis¬ 
sionary  by  the  payment  of  $250  annually, 
but  how  many  men  might  do  the  same. 
If  the  “516,971”  Sabbath-school  children 
in  our  churches  (see  Minutes)  would  help 
us,  we  could  pay  more  liberally,  and 
promptly.  Give  the  “little  ones”  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  do  something  for  their  own  coun- 

rv  —  #  ■  .1. 

for  himself,  and  thus  becomes  independ 
ent  of  the  Board.  H.  Kendall. 

Cyrus  Dickson. 
Board  of  Home  Missions.  Ic/l  LL 

23  Center  Street,  New  York,  /o'l 


The  Ladies’  Board  of  Missions  of  New 
York  to  the  Presbyterial  Societies. 


Dear  Sisters  : 

In  these  last  days  one  new  feature  of 
missionary  effort  stands  out  prominent¬ 
ly — God  is  using  the  women  of  our 
generation  to  spread  abroad  the  glad 
tidings  of  salvation  through  the  Re¬ 
deemer.  Well  we  know  that  every 
heart  among  you  thrills  with  gratitude 
at  the  thought,  I  too  can  do  my  part, 
j  Looking  abroad  over  every  corner  of  the 
j  Master’s  vineyard,  we  can  not  forget  the 
j  strong  claims  of  our  own  land.  “If  any 


provide  not  for  his  own,  he  hath  denied 
the  faith.”  We  can  not  shut  our  eyes 
to  the  fact  that  our  Territories  are  being 
rapidly  settled,  with  no  corresponding 
gospel  privileges,  while  the  Romish 
Church  is  steadily  planting  its  missions 
at  the  most  advantageous  points.  And 
to  you,  dear  sisters,  now  interested  in 
the  work  of  missions — to  you  we  make 
our  appeal,  that  you  would  unite  with 
us  in  establishing  a  pure  gospel  in  the 
Far  West,  thus  resisting  the  encroach¬ 
ments  of  the  Church  of  Rone  ;  and  we 
feel  that  we  may  be  very  urgent  in  our 
appeal,  since  the  Ladies’  Board  is  the 
only  Woman’s  Society  in  the  Presbyte¬ 
rian  Church  actually  sustaining  mis¬ 
sionary  work  in  our  own  country. 

While  we  continue  our  missions  in 
Montana,  Texas  and  other  points,  it  is 
our  aim  to  assume  the  entire  support 
of  the  missions  in  the  Territory  of  New 
Mexico,  and  we  ask  you  to  help  us  in 
raising  from  §5,000  to  §6,000  necessary 
to  carry  on  this  work.  We  are  already 
laboring  at  three  different  places  in  New 
Mexico.  At  Las  Vegas,  Rev.  Mr.  Annin 
has  been  doing  a  pioneer  work  for  four 
years,  not  without  reaping  some  pre¬ 
cious  fruit.  A  church  and  school  room 
have  been  erected  by  us,  and  the 
school,  with  50  or  60  scholars,  taught 
by  the  daughter  of  the  missionary,  is 
proving  that  it  is  even  as  the  arm  of  the 
Church.  At  Santa  Fe  the  work  some¬ 
what  impeded  by  the  death  of  the  mis¬ 
sionary  is  soon  to  be  vigorously  recom¬ 
menced,  and  the  school  once  more  open¬ 
ed.  We  have  a  promising  station  at 
Taos,  under  the  care  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Roberts,  while  the  school,  numbering 
from  40  to  50  children,  is  taught  by 
Miss  Flott. 

The  care  of  these  missions  was  re¬ 
cently  transferred  by  the  General  As¬ 
sembly  from  the  Foreign  to  the  Home 
Board,  and  yet  the  work  required  at 
this  part  of  the  country  hardly  falls 
within  the  scope  of  the  Home  Board.  In 
this  emergency  it  has  been  suggested 
that  we  should  assume  the  burden  ol 
supporting  the  New  Mexico  Missions. 
Our  hearts  are  equal  to  it.  Will  you, 
dear  friends,  strengthen  our  hands,  that 
we  may  undertake  this  work  ? 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Graham,  Pres. 

Mrs.  W.  P.  Prentice,  Sec. 


WOMAN’S  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  9?  HOME 
MISSIONS.  /V/7 

Mr.  Editor:  Having  waited  for  two  weeks, 
hoping  some  one  else  would  answer  an  article 
signed  “A  Pastor,”  which  appeared  in  The 
Evangelist  of  the  30th  ult.,  it  is  with  a  sad¬ 
dened  heart  at  meeting  opposition  in  the  very 
house  of  our  friends,  that  it  seems  necessary 
to  turn  from  other  pressing  work,  to  correct 
,  impressions  adverse  to  our  Committee,  which 


have  been  made”  no  doubT,  upon  the  minds  of 
some  of  your  readers.  It  is  hardly  woman’s 
work  to  go  into  controversy.  We  will  not 
call  this  controversy — only  a  reply  to  a  decid¬ 
ed  misunderstanding.  If  an  attack,  it  was 
made  not  so  much  on  our  Committee  as  on 
the  General  Assembly  itself ;  and  on  fourteen 
of  the  Synods  of  the  Church  which  have  al¬ 
ready  followed  out  the  recommendation  of 
the  General  Assembly,  by  appointing  women 
as  Synodical  Committees  of  Home  Missions. 
Such  official  recognition  of  woman’s  work 
does  indeed  give  it  an  element  of  force  and 
permanence  not  heretofore  attained ;  and  it 
is  a  little  discouraging  at  the  outset  to  find 
the  Executive  Committee,  also  constituted  by 
I  express  suggestion  of  the  General  Assembly, 

I  treated  as  if  self-appointed  and  uncalled  for. 

The  article  in  question,  while  in  its  open¬ 
ing,  giving  approval  to  the  “general  object  of 
a  movement  ”  among  the  women  in  aid  of 
Home  Missions,  in  the  animus  of  the  whole, 
proves  itself  far  from  in  favor  of  it.  Proba¬ 
bly  in  order  to  save  space,  it  gives  a  quota¬ 
tion  from  the  “Circular"  of  our  Committee 
so  short,  as  to  divest  it  of  the  respectful  man¬ 
ner  in  which  the  pastors  are  appealed  to,  “  to 
see  to  it  that  at  the  next  meeting  of  Synod, 
two  or  throe  women  from  each  Presbytery  are 
appointed  to  stimulate  and  superintend  (with¬ 
in  your  limits,  and  under  your  own  supervis¬ 
ion)  woman’s  work  in  Home  Missions.”  The 
words  enclosed  in  brackets  were  omitted  by 
“A  Pastor,”  and  may  not  have  attracted  his 
attention — though  by  them  it  is  plain,  that 
he,  with  other  pastors  would  have  a  voice  in 
determining  just  how  the  women  in  his  own 
church  and  Presbytery  should  carry  on  the 
efforts,  which  he  says  “  cannot  but  meet  witl 
approval  by  the  friends  of  missions.” 

As  to  the  “  considerations”  which  “A  Pa0 
tor  ”  brings  forward,  it  may  be  best  to  tal 
them  up  seriatim. 

1.  That  the  Foreign  Board  having  origina 
ed  organized  missionary  work  by  the  wome 
of  the  Church,  has  a  sort  of  preemptive  rig! 
to  it;  that  the  attempt  to  appropriate  the: 
plan  by  others,  may  prove  a  serious  embai 
rassment.  We  deny  the  premises,  and  there 
fore  the  conclusion.  If  any  one  Board  nni} 
claim  any  patent  right  to  organized  effort  bj 
the  women  of  the  Church  through  actual  pri 
ority,  it  is  that  of  Home  Missions.  The  La 
dies’  Board  of  Missions,  New  York,  now  er 
gaged  in  both  Home  and  Foreign  work,  i 
but  an  outgrowth  of  an  efficient  earlier  Soc 
ety,  formed  some  time  before  by  Mrs.  Throe 
Martin  for  distinctively  Home  Missionai 
work  among  the  soldiers  of  the  frontier  foi 
and  the  outlying  people  near  at  hand,  bot 
whites  and  Indians.  Then  ask  the  officers  < 
the  principal  Societies  and  Boards  amon 
the  women  for  Foreign  Missions,  and  the 
will  tell  you  they  were  impelled  to  associal 
themselves,  not  by  the  Foreign  Board,  bu. 
as  they  trust,  by  the  leadings  of  the  Hoi. 
Spirit,  by  the  love  of  Christ  constraininj 
them  to  adopt  effectual  measures  to  aid  ii 


[  giving  the  Gospel  to  the  world.  They  ha< 
i  been  trained  to  know  the  power  of  combine* 
forces  in.  the  Union  Aid  Societies  that  spranj 
up  during  the  war.  It  was  not  a  new  discov 
ery  on  the  part  of  the  Foreign  Board.  I 
fact,  a  few  years  since  none  of  the  Board 
were  ready  to  take  up  what  is  now  specifica 
'  ly  known  as  woman’s  work  in  heathen  lands 
Money  received  was  too  much  needed  for  th 
support  of  the  preacher  to  be  expended  i 
the  support  of  women  as  teachers.  This  le 
a  few  women,  belonging  to, different  denom 
nations,  whose  hearts  bled  for  the  wants  c 
their  heathen  sisters,  who  could  not  be  roach-  \ 
ed  by  the  ordained  minister,  to  form  the 
“Union  Missionary  Society.”  It  seems  un¬ 
necessary  here  to  go  into  the  history  of  the 
way  in  which  the  women  of  each  denomina¬ 
tion,  finding  the  work  of  collection  at  home, 
and  of  expenditures  abroad,  could  be  done  to 
better  effect  in  more  direct  connection  with 
their  own  Churches,  have  formed  one  after 
another  their  own  Boards  or  Societies  for 
Foreign  Missions ;  and  the  help  of  each  has 
now  been  accepted  gratefully  and  courteous¬ 
ly  by  the  Boards  of  their  respective  Church¬ 
es. 

Granting  that  women  have  organized  first 
for  Foreign  Missions,  and  have  found  great 
advantage  in  such  union  of  effort,  shall  all 
system  be  dispensed  with  in  their  movement 
for  Home  Missions,  of  which  in  a  general 
way  “A  Pastor”  seems  to  approve?  Any 
suggestions  from  him  on  this  subject  will  be 
kindly  received. 

But  long  before  any  attempt  at  general  or¬ 
ganization  had  been  made,  local  societies  for 
both  Home  and  Foreign  work,  separately  or 
conjoined,  had  been  in  existence  throughout 
the  Church.  No  thought  of  friction  between 
the  two  had  come  into  the  minds  of  those  en¬ 
gaged  usually  for  both  causes.  Many  have 
indeed  come  into  our  Home  Missionary  work 
because  so  much  interested  in  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sions  as  to  see  the  necessity  of  having  a 
strong  constituency  at  home,  in  order  to 
carry  them  on  with  progressive  efficiency. 

As  regards  our  Woman’s  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee,  it  does  not  appropriate  the  plan 
hitherto  adopted  by  the  Woman’s  Foreign 
.Missionary  Society.  It  stands  on  a  new  ba- 
(sis,  as  referred  to  above— that  of  direct  ap¬ 
pointment  by  the  authorities  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church.  The  same  women  are  often 
engaged  in  both  branches  of  work;  although, 
the  fact  of  Synodical  appointment  gives  a 
new  sense  of  responsibility,  as  also  of  sup¬ 
port,  never  before  experienced. 

2.  If  “A  Pastor”  will  read  the  Circular 
with  care,  he  will  note  that  the  Executive 
Committee  does  not  lay  down  any  rule  for 
local  effort.  The  whole  matter  is  referred  to 
the  Sessions  and  Presbyteries.  Methods  of 
which  they  approve,  the  women  will  endea¬ 
vor  to  carry  out.  Where,  however,  advice  as 
to  details  as  to  organization  is  asked,  the 
Comrnitteo  stands  ready  to  suggest  “Plans  | 


!  of  Work”  and  “Regulations”  based  upon 
|  those  by  which  they  are  themselves  governed. 

3.  Information  as  to  the  wants  of  our  coun¬ 
try  is  essential,  in  order  to  stimulate  the 
movement  of  the  women  in  Home  Missions, 
of  which  “  A  Pastor  ”  approves.  An  organ  is 
needed  for  this.  The  Rocky  Mountain  Pres¬ 
byterian,  a  paper  already  established,  can  be 
used  for  this  purpose,  and  can  also  give  in¬ 
formation  as  to  what  women  can  do  to  help 
meet  the  destitutions  in  these  United  States. 
It  has  access  already  into  many  homes ;  there¬ 
fore  a  part  of  its  columns  have  been  adopted 
by  our  Committee.  A  sea-captain,  recently 
from  Alaska,  present  at  a  meeting  held  in 
Rev.  Dr.  Booth’s  church,  New  York,  Feb.  4, 
more  than  confirmed  Rev.  Dr.  Jackson’s  re¬ 
port  as  to  the  terrible  degradation  of  the  wo¬ 
men  of  that  Territory. 

4.  “A  Pastor”  says,  also,  that  the  great 
majority  of  our  collections  go  to  Home  ra¬ 
ther  than  to  Foreign  Missions.  This  may  be 
true,  if  into  the  Home  account  is  to  be  count¬ 
ed  in  all  the  work  that  is  done  in  Christian 
families,  in  our  churches,  Sunday-schools, 
city  missions,  and  local  charities;  but  this 
does  not  seem  quite  a  fair  method  of  stating 
the  matter.  We  all  know  what  is  meant, 
technically,  by  Home  Missions. 

As  to  “A  Pastor’s  ”  stricture  on  the  appeal 
represented  by  Dr.  Jackson  as  made  by  the 
people  of  Alaska  to  the  women  of  America, 
such  a  figure  of  speech  is  a  mere  matter  of 
taste  and  rhetoric,  and  may  well  be  borne  out 
by  the  truths  of  the  case.  Whitefield  cer¬ 
tainly  used  apostrophe  to  telling  effect,  and 
our  Lord  himself  spoke  of  those  who  should 
“rise  up  in  judgment  against  the  men”  of 
His  generation. 

May  not  the  daughters  of  Shallum  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  go  on  with  their  work,  without  be¬ 
ing  called  down  to  the  plains  of  O-no  !  where 
many  yet  dwell,  to  be  questioned  as  to  their 
right  to  build  up  with  some  degree  of  system 
the  small  part  of  the  wall  allotted  to  their 
share  ?  Yours  respectfully, 

A  MEMBER  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 

Feb.  13th,  1879. 


WOMAN’S  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  OF  HOME  MISSIONS 

OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN 

23  Centre  Street,  P.  0.  Box  38(53,  New  York. 

OUR  WORK  FOR  THE  NEXT  THREE  MONTHS. 

•  -  --  ■  .  -  i  .  -  -  , 

The  end  of  our  fiscal  year  is  at  hand.  Our  accounts  must  close  with 
those  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions,  April  1st,  1881. 

The  last  General  Assembly  distinctly  reiterated  former  deliverances, 
by  recommending  “the  Home  Board  to  push  their  work  amony  the, 
Indians  as  rapidly  as  the  Women's  Societies  of  Home  Missions  shall  furnish 
the  money''  and  commending  what  the  women  had  already  done, 

“  whereby  the  Board  could  enlarge  the  work  among  the  Mormons,. 
Mexicans  and  Indians,  without  taking  funds  from  the  general  treasury, 
applicable  to  the  support  of  ministers  in  the  I  Ionic  field.”  A  solemn 
trust  then  is  ours,  dear  sisters  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  What  work, 
among  the  “exceptional  races”  of  the  United  States,  we  do  not  take 
up,  must  remain  undone. 

God  is  Himself  speaking  to  us  to  “  go  forward,”  by  the  voice  of  His 
Church  allotting  us  a  part  among  our  brethren — by  that  of  His  Spirit 
moving  upon  the  hearts  of  so  many  of  our  women  and  children,  turning 
their  attention  to  the  work  on  our  frontiers— by  providing  the  teachers 
needed — by  opening  places  lor  them — and  by  crowning  our  mission 
efforts  with  success. 

What  mother,  sister,  daughter,  remembering  all  the  interests  at 
stake,  can  resist  the  call  ?  Said  one,  as  to  this  Home  Mission  cause, 

“It  is  an  awful  responsibility  to  do  nothing.” 

Money. 

While  endeavoring  to  spread  information  as  to  the  new  phase  of 
Home  Missions,  the  support  of  schools,  the  building  of  chapels  and 
school  houses;  while  coveting  from  all  the  best  gift,  that  of  earnest  Con¬ 
tinuous  prayer,  perhaps  we  do  not  make  sufficiently  earnest  and  direct 
appeals  for  money. 

Money,  in  itself  nothing,  is  most  imperatively  needed  as  “sinews” 
in  our  war,  through  which  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  can  work. 

If  the  women  of  our  church  only  knew  the  facts  that  press  upon  our 
Woman’s  Executive  Committee,  surely  they  would  send  in  larger  sup¬ 
plies  of  the  “material  aid,”  which,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  could  be 
used  to  such  excellent  advantage. 

Already,  through  delay  while  “waiting  and  watching,”  to  see  if  the 
necessary  supplies  would  be  promised,  we  have  lost  one  or  two  impor¬ 
tant  stations. 

Some  say  to  us,  “Go  on  in  full  faith.  Enter  every  open  door.” 
Others,  “Do  not  get  into  debt.  It  would  be  disastrous  to  the  work.” 

Who  will  solve  the  problem  by  giving  us  cash  in  hand,  not  alone  to  « 


WOMAN’S  WORK  FOR  WOMAN. 

By  direction  of  the  General  Assembly 
a  special  effort  will  be  made  during 
October  and  November  by  the  WOMEN 
of  the  Church  to  raise  funds  for  Home 
Missions.  The  time  is  near,  and  the 
necessities  of  the  cause  very  great. 
Let  the  women  complete  all  their  ar¬ 
rangements  for  an  efficient  canvass  in 
their  respective  churches.  In  many 
places  the  congregation  will  be  divided 
into  districts,  and  one  or  two  ladies  be 
responsible  for  visiting  a  district.  Let 
the  work  be  begun  and  carried  forward 
with  prayer.  ' 

With  regard  to  it,  Rev.  Henry  Ken¬ 
dall,  D.  D.,  writing  in  the  Evangelist , 
says  : 

During  the  sessions  of  the  Assem¬ 
bly  some  very  influential  ladies,  high 
in  position  in  the  “Woman’s  Foreign 
Missionary  Society”  in  our  Church, 
sought  an  interview  with  the  secreta¬ 
ries  and  members  of  the  Home  Board 
there  present,  including  the  Chairman 
of  the  Standing  Committee  of  Home 
Missions,  and  some  others,  to  lay  be¬ 
fore  them  a  plan  for  future  operations. 
The  ground  had  been  looked  over  by 
the  ladies,  and  the  conclusion  reached 
that  in  many  churches  there  was  not 
enough  effective  material  to  make  up 
successful  and  separate  organizations 
for  both  Home  and  Foreign  Missions 
without  clashing ;  and  they  thought 
that  as  in  many  cases  $100  in  cash 
added  to  the  missionary’s  salary,  to  be 
laid  out  as  he  saw  fit,  was  worth  more 
to  his  family  than  $200  laid  out  by  a 
distant  sewing  society,  it  was  very  de¬ 
sirable  that  the  ladies  in  our  larger 
churches  especially  should  send  a 
goodly  portion  of  their  collections,  in 
cash,  to  the  treasury  of  the  Home 
Board,  and  expend  less,  if  need  be,  in 
boxes.  It  was  therefore  recommended 
that  two  months  in  the  fall,  either 
October  and  November,  or  November 
and  December  (about  the  time  when 
the  sewing  societies  are  making  prep¬ 
arations  for  filling  missionary  boxes), 
be  specially  devoted  by  the  ladies  in 
all  our  churches  to  raising  collections 
for  Home  Missions,  and  that  they  send 
as  much  of  the  money  thus  raised  as 
they  can  well  afford  to  the  treasury  of 
the  Home  Board,  just  as  they  send 
money  the  rest  of  the  year  to  the 
treasury  of  the  Foreign  Board. 

The  members  of  the  Board  present 
were  entirely  satisfied  with  this  recom¬ 
mendation,  and  they  thought  they  saw 
in  it  a  solution  of  all  difficulties  on  the 
subject,  and  moreover  a  generous  ad-  | 


dition  to  the  fundsTof  Home  Missions, 
so  much  needed,  in  view  of  the  addi¬ 
tional  burdens  imposed  by  the  Assem¬ 
bly. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Home 
Missions  was  so  well  pleased  with  the 
suggestion  that  they  embodied  it  in 
their  report,  which  was  cheerfully  ac¬ 
cepted  and  adopted  by  the  Assembly.  | 

We  hope  all  the  Christian  women  in 
■our  congregations,  whether  in  existing 
organizations  or  not,  will  adopt  this 
plan.  The  whole  thought  and  action 
on  this  subject  has  been  so  clearly  set 
forth  in  the  ‘-Report  of  the  Standing 
Committee,”  that  we  beg  that  it  may 
be  printed  as  the  appropriate  ending  of 
this  article : 

“The  women  of  our  Church  are  in¬ 
vited  by  the  Board  not  only  to  continue 
their  generous  and  affectionate  en¬ 
deavors  to  promote  the  comfort  of  the 
missionaries’  families  by  donations  of 
‘boxes,’  but  also  by  organized  effort  to 
furnish  money  for  the  increase  of  their 
salaries.  Some  difficulty  has  been  ex-  . 
perienced  in  regard  to  this,  in  adjust¬ 
ing  the  arrangements  for  raising  funds, 
both  for  Home  Missions  and  for  For¬ 
eign  Missions,  so  that  the  efforts  shall 
be  in  complete  harmony. 

“The  hearts  of  our  sisters  are  in 
both  these  enterprises.  The  same  worn-  i 
en  who  are  most  ardent  in  their  de¬ 
sire  to  send  the  gospel  abroad,  are  most 
zealous  in  efforts  for  the  evangelization 
of  their  own  neighborhood,  and  their 
own  land.  A  portion  of  them  have 
thought  it  best  to  let  the  same  organi¬ 
zation  embrace  both  objects,  and  to  let 
the  work  of  both  be  supervised  by  the 
same  ladies.  Others  have  thought  that 
the  whole  work  will  be  most  efficient¬ 
ly  done  if  a  separate  Board  of  ladies 
have  charge  of  each.  Your  Committee 
are  informed  of  consultations  among 
the  ladies  interested,  which  give  prom¬ 
ise  of  harmonious  adjustment,  and  of 
increased  efficiency  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  women’s  work  in  both  depart¬ 
ments. 

“In  view  of  the  difficulty  of  giving 
time  to  the  management  of  additional 
societies,  in  some  localities,  the  propo¬ 
sal  has  come  to  us  from  a  highly  in¬ 
fluential  quarter,  ‘That  the  women  of 
every  church  (so  far  as  possible)  should 
give  special  attention  to  raising  money 
for  our  Home  Board  two  months  every 
fall,  e.  g.,  October  and  November,  or 
November  and  December.  This  would 
give  time  to  hold  at  least  one  meeting 
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to  present  the  object,  and  to  make  col¬ 
lections,  also  for  the  putting  up  of 
boxes  by  those  wishing  or  able  to  work 
only  in  this  way.’  ’  ’ 

POSSIBILITIES. 

Do  you  ever  think,  dear  Christian 
sister,  how  much  you  can  do  for  the 


Master?  Not  what  you  could  do  if 
disregarding  the  laws  of  health,  you; 
toil  and  care  were  to  claim  too  many  o 
the  twenty-four  hours  —  not  what  you 
could  do  if  you  had  not  every-day 
home  duties  pressing  upon  you  from 
morning  to  night  —  but  what  you  can 
do  situated  just  as  you  are,  with  your 
particular  time,  means,  and  ability  ? 
Are  you  now  doing  what  you  can ?  Oh, 
think  one  moment  of  what  you  are  ca¬ 
pable  of  accomplishing  before  you  die! 
It  is  not  humility  to  ignore  the  power 
God  has  given  us,  and  which  he  has 
given  us  to  use  for  him.  There  are 
possibilities  before  every  Christian 
woman  which,  could  she  realize  them  as 
she  will  do  hereafter,  would  fill  her 
soul  with  wonder  and  delight.  Many 
of  us  live  too  near  the  surface  of  life  ; 
the  roots  of  our  experience  do  not 
strike  the  unfailing  springs  of  joy  be¬ 
neath.  We  know  little  of  ourselves, 
of  our  Master,  or  of  the  true  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  his  service.  Let  us  learn  daily 
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at  his  feet  until  it  shall  be  our  meat 
and  drink  to  do  his  will. 

As  we  scan  the  future  of  our  mis¬ 
sionary  work,  we  thank  God  for  noble 
women  raised  up  in  all  parts  of  the 
land  to  carry  it  forward,  but  we  long 
to  see  every  woman  of  our  Church  do¬ 
ing  what  she  can  for  the  extension  of 
the  Redeemer’s  kingdom.  If  you  can 
not  organize  a  society  in  your  own 
church,  you  can  solicit  contributions 
for  Home  Missions  from  your  personal 
friends  and  forward  them  to  the  Board. 
You  can  work  for  the  cause  in  a  quiet 
way,  and  pray  for  its  success. 

Can  [you  not  then,  will  you  not  in 
his  strength  make  thb  grand  possibili¬ 
ties  before  you — realities  ? 

The  Ladies’  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

This  is  the  title  of  an  organization 
of  women  for  the  purpose  of  enlisting 
the  ladies  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
more  actively  in  the  work  of  Home  and 
Foreign  Missions. 

In  Christian  commission  labors  the 
women  of  the  land  learned  the  bless¬ 
edness  of  active  Christian  work,  which 
has  since  been  transferred  to  a  more 
active  interest  in  church  work. 


The  society  originated  in  the  solici¬ 
tude  of  a  Christian  mother  for  a  daugh¬ 
ter  in  Arizona,  separated  from  church 
privileges.  Afterward  it  was  placed 
upon  a  distinctively  Presbyterian  basis, 
with  headquarters  in  New  York  City. 
And  the  ladies  in  all  our  churches  are 
earnestly  invited  to  become  auxiliary. 
Composing  three-fourths  of  the  mem¬ 
bership  of  the  Church  of  Christ  and 
four-fifths  of  the  piety,  it  is  proper 
that  woman  should  take  an  active  part 
in  the  advancement  of  the  Redeemer’s 
kingdom. 

This  society,  in  connection  mainly 
with  the  Foreign  Board,  has  sustained 
missions  in  foreign  lands  and  among  the 
Indian  tribes  and  Mexican  population  of 
Arizona  and  New  Mexico. 

But  the  time  has  come  when  they 
should  give  more  prominence  to  the 
Home  work.  The  ladies’  societies  of 


several  congregations  are  each  sustain¬ 
ing  a  missionary  and  his  wife  in  the 
newer  settlements  of  the  West,  and  if 
more  prominence  were  given  to  this 
part  of  the  work  doubtless  many  more 
auxiliaries  would  be  formed. 

From  the  second  annual  report  of 
the  society  we  make  the  following  ex¬ 
tract  ; 

“Who  knoweth  whether  thou  art 
come  to  the  kingdom  for  such  a  time 
as  this  ?” — was  the  arrow  whose  winged 
words  pierced  the  heart  of  Queen 
Esther,  and  aroused  her  to  meet  the 
responsibility  of  her  position,  with  the 
devotion  and  bravery  of  a  true  woman. 
And  who  knoweth,  oh  !  women  of  the 
Church,  whether  ye  are  come  into  the 
kingdom  for  such  a  time  as  this? 

Thank  God  !  the  women  of  America 
have  heard  the  call  ;  acknowledging 
their  responsibility,  and  in  a  spirit  of 
(consecration,  they  have  addressed  them¬ 
selves  to  the  glorious  duty  of  sending 
the  good  news  of  a  Redeemer  to  their 
perishing  sisters  of  God’s  great  family. 
*  Two  years  of  missionary  work  have 
not  passed  without  showing  some  good 
done,  some  seed  sown,  which  shall  in 
time  spring  up  in  fruitful  fields,  for 
|the  angel  reapers.  They  have  shown 
our  scheme  is  one  serving  a  wise  and 
happy  purpose  in  the  battle  which  the 
Church  ot  the  true  God  is  waging 
against  “the  gods  many  and  the  lords 
many.”  Help  is  coming  to  us  from 
all  sides,  new  organizations  are  con¬ 
stantly  reporting  to  us,  and  thirty-one 
additional  societies  have,  within  the 


year,  joined  our  ranks,  while  in  various 
other  places  the  ladies  are  now  taking 
active  measures  to  form  auxiliaries,. 
All  our  pledges  have  been  redeemed, 
and  we  trust  we  shall  go  forward,  in 
the  coming  year,  with  renewed  energy 

This  plan,  which  was  suggested  to 
us  during  the  winter,  of  pursuing  the 
work  of  this  society  through  the  Pres- 
byterial  organizations,  has  been  tried, 
and  it  is  believed  will  prove  successful. 
Several  Presbyterial  Societies  have  al¬ 
ready  been  formed  and  are  accomplish¬ 
ing  much,  and  we  expect  others  to  be 
shortly  established  and  perfected. 

On  the  same  subject  we  give  the  fol¬ 
lowing  call  from  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Board  of  Home  Missions  : 

But  how  often  the  wife  of  a  mission¬ 
ary  falls,  and  her  death  is  not  heeded 
by  the  busy  world.  Yet  oftentimes 
she  has  gone  to  the  work  with  as  much 
self-denial  and  as  warm  a  love  of  Christ 
as  her  husband.  He  has  change  of  air 
and  scenery  as  he  goes  from  place  to 
place  ;  and  in  many  a  family  nothing 
is  too  good  to  set  before  him.  But 
his  wife,  unable  to  have  servants,  does 
her  own  work — looks  after  the  direc¬ 
tion  and  welfare  of  the  children,  under¬ 
takes  too  much  of  the  necessary  labor 
for  outside  matter's  in  the  church  and 
congregation,  and  falls  at  her  post. 
Many,  many  such  wives  have  done 
their  best,  and  will  be  remembered  at 
the  last,  like  one  of  whom  it  was  said 
by  our  Lord,  “ She  hath  done  what  she 
could." 

We  call  upon  all  our  churches — up¬ 
on  all  the  godly  women  in  the  churches, 
who  love  the  "Home  Missionary  work, 
to  remember  their  many  sisters  who 
on  our  frontiers  and  in  our  feeble 
churches  are  doing  as  truly  a  missiona¬ 
ry  work  as  those  who  have  gone  to  In¬ 
dia  or  Japan  ;  we  beg  of  them  to  help 
send  us  the  means  for  their  relief,  for, 
as  we  have  said  before,  any  additional 
salary  sent  to  us  for  a  missionary,  af¬ 
fects  not  only  the  missionary  himself, 
but  his  wife  and  his  children,  even  to 
the  tender  babe  in  its  mother’s  arms. 

Pastors,  Christian  women  arid  others  ^ 
desiring  to  know  more  of  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  this  society  will  address  Mrs. 
J.  Lorimer  Graham,  President,  No.  20 
Washington  Square,  New  YTork  City. 


“  Woman’s  Executive  Committee  of 
Home  Missions  ”  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church. 

- :0: - 

Flans  and  Regulations 

FOR  A  woman’s  committee  of  home  missions. 

1.  This  Committee  shall  be  called  the  Woman’s 

Committee  of  Home  Missions  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of . 

2.  It  shall  report  its  work  quarterly,  and  also  an¬ 
nually  to  the  members  of  the  Synodical  Committee 

of  Home  Missions  in  Presbytery  of . . ;  and 

directly  to  the  Woman’s  Exe.  Committee  of  Home 
Missions,  28  Centre  St.,  New  York;  and  shall  carry 
on  its  work  in  a  way  approved  by  the  Pastor  and 
Session  of  the  Church. 

3.  Its  object  shall  be  to  enlist  all  the  women  of  the 
church  in  prayer  and  efforts  for  Home  Missions;  to  j 
acquire  and  diffuse  the  information  needed,  and  to 
collect  funds  for  the  support  of  teachers,  and  to  fur¬ 
nish  facilities  for  their  work  among  tribes  and  peoples 
designated  by  the  General  Assembly  and  Board;  also 
to  prepare  “boxes”  for  families  of  Home  Mission¬ 
aries  and  teachers,  and  to  give  aid  in  special  cases  of 
affliction  and  destitution  among  missionary  families, 
and  in  such  other  interests  as  may  be  suggested  by  the 
Board  of  Home  Missions,  through  the  W Oman’s  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee. 

4.  Its  officers  shall  be  a  President,  a  Vice-President, 

a  Secretary,  and  a  Treasurer,  and . Collectors. 

5.  A  contribution  of . a  year  shall  en¬ 

title  to  a  vote  at  the  election  of  officers,  or  in  regard 
to  any  other  business  of  the  committee. 

6.  A  meeting  shall  be  held  once  a . ,  to 

which  all  contributors  and  others  shall  be  invited  ; 
also  an  annual  meeting  early  in  March,  in  time  to 

have  reports  sent  to  the  Synodical  Committee,  and  | 
to  the  Woman’s  Exe.  Committee. 

7.  Every  meeting  shall  be  opened  with  reading 

the  Bible  and  prayer.  .  .  ,  P 

8.  Every  contributor  shall  be  invited  to  pray  tor 
the  cause  of  Christ  in  our  own  land  every  Sabbath 
morning,  just  before  divine  service. 

9.  Special  effort  shall  be  made  to  inspire  young 
people,  and  children,  both  girls  and  boys,  with  true 
Christian  patriotism,  forming  them  into  “  Circles, 
and  “  Alaska  or  other  Clubs,  ”  if  possible. 

All  contributions  of  money  should  be  sent  to  Mrs. 
M.  E.  Boyd,  Treas.  Box  3863,  23  Centre  St,  New 
York. 

Note.— The  above  “  Plans”  have  been  drawn  up 
by  the  Woman’s  Exe.  Committee  by  special  request. 
They  are  intended  to  serve  merely  as  a  guide,  for  the 
women  of  any  church  not  as  yet  organized  for  Home 
Missions.  The  word  “  Society”  can  be  substituted 
for  “  Committee”  if  preferred.  Where  there  are 
already  one  or  more  Societies  in  a  church,  the  word 
“  Committee”  is  more  distinctive.  Other  alterations 
deemed  expedient  can  also  be  made. 

Let  it  be  plainly  understood  that  where  work  in 
this  direction  is  already  being  well  done,  either  in 
connection  with  Foreign  Missions,  or  in  auxiliary  re¬ 
lations  to  some  larger  Society  or  Board,  in  a  way  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Pastor  and  Session,  the  Woman’s  Exe. 
Committee  do  not  desire  that  any  change  should  be 
made,  but  rather  that  effort  should  be  increased  in  a 
line  already  proved  successful. 

Let  but  every  woman  in  the  Presbyterian  Church 
take  hold  in  some  way  of  this  great  work  for  our 
own  land. 

A  FEW  qUESTIONS  BRIEFLY  ANSWERED. 

Why  should  we  work  for  Home  Missions? 

In  order  to  glorify  Christ  our  Lord,  in  the  redemp¬ 
tion  of  this  great  land. 

To  obey  His  command  to  carry  the  gospel  into  all 
the  world,  of  which  our  country  is  part,  “  beginning 
at  Jerusalem,  Judea  and  Samaria.” 

To  bring  salvation  to  the  perishing. 


To  secure  Christian  privileges  for  our  own  chil¬ 
dren,  as  they  move  away  from  home  influences. 

To  deliver  women  from  the  worse  than  slavery 
in  which  they  are  now  found  in  Utah,  Alaska,  and 
elsewhere. 

To  prepare  this  land  to  be  the  great  light -hearer  to 
the  nations. 

All  must  see  how  important  it  is  in  regard  to  For¬ 
eign  Missions,  that  the  home  supplies  should  he  kept 
i  up.  The  very  success  of  the  work  abroad  creates 
I  demand  for  new  contributors  to  carry  it  forward. 

Then  the  gospel  alone  can  deliver  our  land  from 
the  terrors  of  communism,  and  the  evils  of  intem- 
i  perance.  Self-defence  calls  upon  all  to  help  in  Home 
j  Missions.  Do  not  be  afraid  to  use  this  plea  with 
I  every  true-hearted  citizen,  who  desires  to  save  our 
country,  and  our  very  homes.  Again,  if  we  do  not 
give  the  gospel  to  the  United  States,  who  will  do 
it?  Not  England  nor  Scotland,  nor  any  European 
nation.  It  is  shut  up  to  us,  and  we  to  it. 

What  needs  to  be  done?  Just  now  help  in  the 
erection  of  Mission  premises  among  the  Mormons  of 
Utah,  the  Mexicans,  Indians  and  Pueblos,  of  New 
j  Mexico  and  Arizona,  and  the  native  race  of  Alaska, 

I  is  especially  called  for.  These  are  at  once  used  as 
|  preaching  stations.  It  is  hoped  each  will  become  the 
nucleus  for  a  church. 

The  plan  of  late  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions  of  employing  Christian  women  as  teachers 
in  Utah,  Alaska  and  elsewhere,  affords  an  appropri- 
|  ate  outlet  to  the  sympathy  awakened  among  the 
|  women  of  our  church  in  view  of  the  needs  of  our 
I  country.  Educational  advantages  are  as  much  called 
for  in  some  of  our  Western  Territories  as  in  heathen 
lands.  In  fact  the  General  Assembly  has  distinctly 
committed  to  us  the  support  of  schools  if  established, 
in  order  that  no  money  contributed  toward  the  salar¬ 
ies  of  Home  Missionaries  may  be  diverted  from  the 
primary  end  in  view.  Such  schools  have  already  been 
greatly  blessed.  A  number  of  teachers  are  already  on 
the  field.  Others  will  be  commissioned  when  the 
salaries  are  secured. 

1  he  expense  for  a  teacher  in  Alaska  and  New 
Mexico  is  $500  a  year.  In  Utah,  $300  a  year.  Money 
is  needed  for  the  general  work  of  our  committee. 
Specific  objects  will  be  gladly  allotted,  where  de- 
j  sired. 

How  shall  we  work?  Organize  in  some  way.  (See 
page  1  for  a  guide.)  Consult  your  pastor,  and  the 
session  of  the  church.  Adopt  some  plan  for  collect¬ 
ing  funds.  Mite-boxes  sometimes  work  well.  Give 
as  God  has  prospered  you.  Attend  the  meetings  that 
may  be  called.  Pray  for  a  blessing  on  them,  when 
you  cannot  be  there.  Send  fifty  cents  to  178  Elm 
street,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  for  at  least  one  copy  of  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Presbyterian,  obtaining  more  sub¬ 
scribers  if  possible.  It  will  bring  you  every  month 
fresh  intelligence  from  the  field,  and  we  trust  fresh 
suggestions  and  inspiration  as  to  the  efforts  in  our 
own  churches,  to  promote  Home  Missions.  A  part 
of  the  third  page  of  that  paper  is  in  charge  of  the 
Woman’s  Executive  Committee. 

Write  at  any  time  to  our  Executive  Committee 
for  any  information  it  may  be  in  our  power  to 
give. 

Before  your  Home  Mission  work  fairly  begins,  in 
j  the  Fall,  or  at  any  other  time  convenient,  try  to  have 
a  public  meeting  on  some  Sunday,  or  other  evening, 
when  facts  of  interest,  as  to  the  needs  of  the  work 
can  be  brought  before  the  whole  congregation.  Out¬ 
side  help  is  not  necessarily Required.  Your  own 
pastor  would  no  doubt  make  shell  a  meeting  an  oc¬ 
casion  of  great  interest,  and  of  practical  advantage 
to  your  Treasury.  And  now  let  all  that  we  do  for 
this  great  cause  be  sanctified  by  earnest  prayer,  and 
what  a  blessing  from  above  will  follow. 

Mrs.  Ashbel  Green,  -  -  -  Pres. 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Dunn,  -  V.  Pres. 

Mrs.  S.  F.  Scovel,  -  -  -  “ 

Mrs.  F.  E.  II.  Haines,  -  -  Cor.  Sec. 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Langdon,  -  -  -  “  “ 

Mrs.  J.  D.  Bedle,  -  -  -  Rec  Sec. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Boyd,  Treasurer,  Box  3863,  23  Cen¬ 
tre  St.  New  York. 

23  Centre  street,  New  York. 


Woman’s  Work. 
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Women  in  this  day  are  conti  anally" 
taking’  to  themselves  new  elements  of 
power.  But  in  no  department  is  this 
nore  apparent  than  in  Christian  work.  . 
As  Bible  readers  and  city  missionaries, 
cariDg  for  the  sick  and  looking  after 
the  poof  ;  in  braving  the  rigors  of  all 
climates,  the  dangers  of  all  seas  and  all 
lands  to  make  known  to  the  heathen 
the  ever  blessed  name  of  Jesus,  Chris¬ 
tian  women  have  become  more  impor¬ 
tant  and  conspicuous  factors  by  far 
than  ever  beiore. 

It  was  no  mistake,  then,  when  the 
late  General  Assembly  resolved  to  lay 
some  new  responsibility  on  the  women 
in  our  Church  with  regard  to  the  work 
of  Home  Missions.  They,  therefore, 
recommend  to  the  women  of  our 
Church  not  only  to  continue  their  gen¬ 
erous  and  affectionate  endeavors  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  comfort  of  the  missionaries 
families  by  donations  of  “boxes,”  but  t 
also  by  organized  effort  to  furnish 
money  for  the  increase  of  their  salaries. 

It  was  also  recommended  that  the 
women  of  every  church  (so  far  as  pos¬ 
sible)  should  give  special  attention  to 
raising  money  for  our  Home  Board 
two  months  every  fall,  e.  g October 
and  November  (or  November  and  De- 
:  cernbcr).  This  would  give  time  to 
hold  at  least  one  meeting  to  present 
the  object  and  to  make  collections, 
also  for  the  putting  up  of  boxes  by 
those  wishing  or  able  to  work  only  in 
this  way. —  The  Interior. 


Action  of  the  Last  General  Assembly, 

The  revived  interest  of  our  Christian 
women,  in  the  work  of  missions,  is  a 
hopeful  sign,  deserving  grateful  recog¬ 
nition  by  this  Assembly.  Their  con¬ 
tributions  through  their  various  or¬ 
ganizations  to  the  funds  of  the  Home, 
as  well  as  of  the  Foreign  Board,  are,  we 
trust,  the  precious  first-fruits  of  a 
plentiful  harvest.  We  recognize  also 
their  benevolent  work  in  supplying 
many  of  our  ministers  with  boxes  of 
clothing  and  other  useful  articles,  and 
in  order  to  correct  a  prevalent  error  on 
the  subject,  we  deem  it  proper  to  say 
that  the  value  of  such  boxes  is  never 
in  any  case  deducted  from  the  amount 
of  the  minister's  salary. 

That  we  recognize  with  gratitude  the 
efforts  of  our  Christian  women  in  be¬ 
half  of  missions ;  and  regarding  the 
home  and  foreign  field  as  but  two  de¬ 
partments  of  the  same  great  cause,  we 
recommend  them  to  continue  their  aid 
and  sympathy  to  both. 


mi  . 
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board  of  home  missions, 

No.  23  Centre  Street,  New  York. 


AN  APPEAL  TO  CHRISTIAN  WOMEN. 


Great  Enlargement  of  Home  Missionary 
Work  in  Utah,  Hew  Mexico  and 
Alaska. 

Suitable  Buildings  for  Chapels  and  School 
Houses  an  Immediate  Necessity. 


Women  began  this  Work. 

The  first  effort  to  evangelize  the  neglected  and 
misguided  populations  in  these  distant  Territories 
sprung  from  the  fertile  brain  and  warm  hearts  of 
Christian  women.  They  were  the  first  to  make 
an  effort  in  behalf  of  their  own  sex  who  were  the 
devotees  of  the  Papacy,  or  Mormonism,  or  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  heathen  tribes  of  Indians.  Step  by  step 
have  they  gone  forward,  working  through  the 
Board  of  Home  Missions,  till  now  there  are  on  this 
field,  or  under  appointment,  more  than  fifty  Mis¬ 
sionaries  and  teachers — twenty -four  in  Utah, 
twenty-three  in  New  Mexico,  and  five  in  Alaska. 

(2.)  A  large  share  of  the  means  necessary  to 
carry  on  the  work  has  been  furnished  by  the  wo¬ 
men. 

As  it  was  primarily  a  work  for  women  and  chil¬ 
dren,  nearly  every  Missionary  sent  into  the  field 
having  conducted  or  directed  a  school,  it  was  ap¬ 
propriate  and  wise  that  the  women  should  furnish 
a  large  part  of  the  funds ;  this  they  have  continued 
to  do  to  the  present  time. 

(3.)  We  hope  and  expect  that  the  women  will 
furnish  the  necessary  means  for  present  ivork  and 
its  expected  enlargement. 

Burdened  as  we  are  with  other  work,  we  trust 
them  to  furnish  the  funds  for  this  new  department; 
hence  when  the  Board  undertook  the  expansion  of 
the  work  as  it  pressed  on  in  in  this  new  form,  we 
saw  in  it  an  appropriate  field  for  the  labors  and 
zeal  and  sacrifices  of  self-denying  women,  and  we 
said : 

“So  far  as  may  be  practical,  the  financial  support  for 
this  school-work  shall  be  committed  to  the  women  ot  our 
church  as  their  special  trust,  out  of  whose  contributions, 
without  drawing  upon  our  regular  Home  Missionary  Fund, 
shall  be  taken  what,  in  our  judgment,  may  be  needed  for 
this  work.” 

In  an  appeal  we  made  to  you  last  winter  we 
said  : 

“  The  Board  appeals,  with  confidence  to  the  women  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  for  aid  to  undertake  and  carry  on 
this  department  of  the  great  work  laid  upon  it  by  the 
General  Assembly.” 

To  our  appeals  you  have  responded  promptly 
and  generously.  Your  contributions,  to  a  large 
extent,  have  supported  the  Missionaries  and 

teachers. 


Chapels  and  School  Buildings. 

But  we  have  reached  a  new  phase  of  this  work. 
Success  always  brings  enlarged  responsibility. 
Suitable  buildings  for  the  Missionaries  and  teachers 
have  become  a  pressing  and  imperative  necessity. 
And  this  new  work,  in  addition  to  all  they  have 
been  doing  before,  we  must  also  commit  to  the 
women  of  the  church.  Chapels  and  school-houses 
are  essential  to  a  prosperous  beginning  and  to  any 
permanent  work  of  success.  We  lost  much  last 
year  for  want  of  such  buildings,  and  we  must  con¬ 
tinue  to  lose  till  the  want  is  supplied. 

Says  one  of  our  Missionaries  in  Utah: 

“  We  have  sixty  in  one  Sunday  School  almost  every 
Sabbath,  and,  but  for  the  miserable  little  hovel  in  which 
we  are  obliged  to  hold  our  services,  would  have  many 
more.  But  when  I  tell  you  we  are  obliged  to  hold  our 
services  at  eight  in  the  evening,  in  a  little,  low-roofed 
adobe  hut,  12x24,  and  cut  into  two  by  a  partition,  each 
room  packed  full  of  desks  and  seats  for  children,  and  that 
the  miserable  rookery  is  full  of  vermin,  that  the  rooms  are 
so  low  and  small  that  when  the  lamps'  are  lighted  the  heat 
is  fearful,  you  will  understand  why  these  people  are  not 
enthusiastic  to  attend  these  hot  evenings.” 

Another  says  : 

“  The  great  lack  is  to  get  a  building.  There  might 
just  as  well  be  a  school  of  seventy-five  scholars  as  of  thirty- 
five.  But  the  only  building  that  could  be  obtained  was  a 
dwelling  house,  and  that  had  to  be  given  up  last  week. 

“  Already  Mr.  L.  has  paid  out  of  his  own  pocket  $315 
during  the  year  for  rent  and  other  necessary  expenses  of  the 
school,  thereby  pinching  himself  in  a  way  which  grieved 
me  to  behold.” 

A  Missionary  in  New  Mexico  speaking  of  his  , 
field,  says : 

“  We  do  need  a  church  building  at  both  places  very 
much  indeed.  At  Ocate  we  meet  in  a  private  room  (though 
large),  in  a  common  dwelling,  when  the  usual  congregation 
get  in  it  is  so  full  that  I  wonder  often  how  we  endure  it.” 

A  Missionary  and  his  family  were  sent  to  the 
Zuni  Indians  in  Western  New  Mexico  last  fall. 
No  suitable  building  could  be  found  for  his  family, 
or  for  school  and  church  purposes.  The  consequent 
discomfort  and  exposure  of  the  winter  so  broke 
down  his  health  that  he  was  compelled  to  leave 
the  field  in  early  Spring,  and  it  is  still  feared  that 
the  seeds  of  fatal  disease  have  been  sown  in  his 
system. 

With  funds  raised  by  the  women  of  Rochester 
Presbytery  and  other  parts  of  the  country,  we  are 
putting  up  suitable  buildings  to  furnish  a  better 
opportunity  for  successful  missionary  effort  among 
the  people.  Past  experience  there  has  taught  us 
that  such  buildings  are  indispensable. 

The  Missionaries  and  teachers  in  Alaska  are  also 
suffering  greatly  for  suitable  buildings.  They  have 
been  allowed  to  preach  the  Gospel  and  open  their 
schools  in  Government  buildings,  both  at  Sitka  and 
Fort  Wrangel.  But  this  arrangement  cannot  be 
permanent. 

These  are  only  specimens  of  what  is  wanted  at 
nearly  every  place  in  all  these  great  Territories 
where  we  have  preaching  stations  or  schools. 
What  we  want  is  just  what  is  furnished  to  the 
Freedmen  at  the  Soulh,  namely,  a  chapel  which 
can  be  used  for  a  school  room  during  the  week  and 
for  Sabbath  Schools  and  the  worship  of  God  on 
the  Sabbath. 


But  you  may  ask,  why  is  not  this  appropriate 
work  for  the  Church  Erection  Board  ?  The  reply 
is,  that  the  Board  is  forbidden  by  its  Rules  or 
Charter  to  aid  in  the  erection  of  a  chapel  where 
there  is  no  church  organization.  But  among  the 
Mormons  and  Mexicans  and  Indians,  we  need  the 
chapel  and  the  school  house  for  the  purpose  of 
'preparing  the  ivay  for  church  organization.  We 
must  begin  at  the  foundation  ;  we  must  teach  the 
children,  and  preach  to  all,  repentance  towards 
God  and  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  We 
must  have  a  place  to  teach  and  preach  in  before 
we  can  find  believers  to  organize  into  a  church. 
This  is  the  pressing  demand  of  the  hour. 

Ladies’  Societies  have  secured  possession  of 
valuable  property  in  Santa  Fd  and  Las  Vegas,  in 
New  Mexico,  and  stock  in  various  other  buildings, 
some  fully  and  some  but  partially  paid  for. 

Such  Societies  have  built  Sanitariums  and  school- 
houses,  and  residences  for  Missionaries  and  teachers 
in  foreign  lands.  And  they  have  done  well.  We 
beg  of  you  to  undertake  the  same  kind  of  work 
for  your  native  land.  We  appeal  to  Ladies’  So¬ 
cieties  in  single  churches  or  Presbyteries  to  under¬ 
take,  singly  or  by  your  combined  efforts,  to  secure 
a  building  for  school  and  church  purposes  at  Taos — 
the  Indian  Pueblo  of  Jemez — or  Ocate,  New 
Mexico  ;  Springville,  Brigham  City,  Manti,  Eph¬ 
raim  or  Logan,  Utah;  or  for  a  home  for  girls  at 

Fort  Wrangel,  or  for  a  chapel  there  or  at  Sitka, 
the  Capital  of  Alaska. 

This  work  needs  to  be  done  at  all  these  or  other 
stations,  and  it  will  need  to  be  done  whenever  we 
establish  a  preaching  station,  a  Missionary  or  a 
school.  And  it  needs  to  be  done  at  once. 

How  sad  it  must  be  to  turn  such  children  back 
to  their  dark  and  heathen  houses  because  there  is 
no  room  to  receive  them  !  And  how  useless  it  is 
to  send  out  the  teacher  or  the  Missionary  unless 
we  can  furnish  him  a  suitable  place  for  labor. 

We  hope  then  all  the  women  in  our  churches 
will  enlarge  their  plans  for  Home  work  so  as  to 
embrace  this  feature  of  it.  Organize  for  this  pur¬ 
pose.  Consult  with  other  Societies  and  combine 
your  energies.  Take  this  matter  to  your  pastors 
before  they  go  to  Presbytery  or  Synod ;  take  it  to 
your  own  hearts  and  set  about  the  work  ;  and 
chapels  and  school-houses  here  and  there  will  spring 
up  in  these  dark  Territories  that  shall  be  centres 
of  intellectual  and  spiritual  light  and  culture  for 
many  years  to  come. 

And  since  this  crisis  has  been  reached,  though 
at  this  period  of  financial  distress,  who  can  doubt 
th’at  God  has  laid  it  over  on  you,  and  that,  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  prayer  and  faith  and  love,  He  will  make 
you  abundantly  able  to  do  all  that  His  Providence 
seems  thus  to  open  before  you. 


H.  KENDALL,  ) 
CYRUS  DICKSON,  j 


Secretaries. 


0.  D.  Eaton,  Treasurer. 


580  42 


DISBURSEMENTS 

Home  Missions . .$250  89 

Foreign  Missions .  248  5S 

Expenses  of  Dr.  Coan  at 


last  Annual  Meeting. 


21  VO 


Printing.... .  20  75 

Expenses  of  Dr.  Jackson  6  50 


548  48 


The  evening  service  were  specially 
in  the  interests  of  Home  Missions. 
Revs.  J.  W.  Allen  and  W.  C.  Falco¬ 
ner,  D.D.,  had  been  appointed  to 
make  addresses,  but  both  gave  their 
time  to  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson,  D.D., 
who  by  special  invitation  of  the 
Board  had  consented  to  address  this 
meeting.  It  is  unnecessary  to  speak 
in  words  of  commendation  of  his 
earnest  plea  for  more  teachers  and 
preachers  amongst  the  benighted  of 
our  own  land.  His  reputation  is  as 
wide  as  the  land,  and  his  knowledge 
of  our  Western  Territories  and  their 
spiritual  needs,  is  unequaled  by  any 
man  in  the  nation. 

WEDNESDAY  MORNING. 

Devotional  services  conducted  by 
Mrs.  John  A.  McAfee,  of  Parkviile, 
Mo.  After  this  Mrs.  Thomas  E  Tutt ! 
presented  the 

treasurer’s  report. 

Total  receipts . ..$509  55 

Collector!  at  annual  meeting .  19  87 


Balance  on  hand .  41  00 

[We  have  been  furnished  an  itemized 
account  of  receipts  for  the  year,  for  which 
I  we  have  not  space  in  the  present  issue. 
But  these  figures  have  been  published  in 
the  Evangelist  from  month  to  month. 
We  will  probably  give  the  report  in  full 
next  month. — Ed.] 

The  reports  from  auxiliaries  were 
continued  by  Mrs.  R.  Irwin  and  Mrs. 
J.  W.  Allen.  A  synopsis  of  which 
we  hope  to  publish  in  next  issue  of 
the  Evangelist,  as  well  as  some  re¬ 
ports  from  societies  which  prepared 
special  papers,  for  which  we  have  not 
room  in  this  issue. 

1  An  excellent  paper  on  “Personal 
I  Responsibility  in  Mission  Work,”! 
was  read  by  Mrs.  Mills  of  Webster  i 
Groves.  This  wms  followed  by  an 
equally  valuable  paper  on  “  Pur¬ 
pose,”  by  Mrs.  J.  A.  McAfee,  of 
Parkviile,  Mo. 

“A  -Biographical  Sketch  of  Ely 
i  Sisters,”  was  the  subject  of  a  most 
thrilling  paper,  read  by  Mrs.  E.  P. 
Taylor,  of  Alton,  Ill.  A  practical 
paper  was  read  by  Mrs.  E.  E.  W  eb- ! 
ster,  of  Carondelet ;  subject:  “Am 
I  Commissioned?”  Miss  Anna  E. 
Irwin  read  a  paper  on  “History  of 
j  the  organization  of  Woman’s  Mis- 
I  sionary  Societies.”  She  was  followed 


by  Mrs.  Ford  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
with  a  paper  on  “Watchman,  what  of 
the  night?” 

AFTERNOON  SESSION.  ) 

Pursuant  to  adjournment  the  meet- 1 
ing  convened  at  2  p.  m. 

After  the  singing  of  a  hymn  and 
prayer,  the  society  then  proceeded  to 
the  regular  business  of  the  p.  m., 
when  Mrs.  W.  H.  Rogers  asked  per¬ 
mission  to  address  the  meeting.  She 
seemed  filled  wuth  the  missionary 
spirit,  and  closed  by  offering  herseif 
as  a  missionary.  Mrs.  J.  W.  Allen 
read  a  poem,  by  Mrs.  Deane,  of 
Highland,  Kansas;  subject:  “Arm  I 
|  Anew.”  After  which  the  Committee 
were  called  upon  to  report,  which  i 
they  did,  as  follows: 

The  Committee  og  Resolutions, 
Miss  Sneed,  Chairman,  reported  as 
follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  Woman’s  Board  | 
of  Missions  for  the  Southwest  tender 
their  thanks  to  the  Rev.  H.  D.  Ganse,  D. 
D.,  for  his  words  of  encouragement  and 
cheer,  also  to  ail  the  clergymen  who  have 
conducted  the  evening  services,  and  es¬ 
pecially  to  Rev.  Dr.  Shelden  Jackson,  for 
his  address  last  evening  on  a  subject  so 
near  our  hearts— “Our  Home  Missions.” 

Resolved,  That  in  the  St.  Louis  Evan¬ 
gelist  we  recognize  a  channel  for  mis¬ 
sionary  news,  and  exchange  of  thought 
and  experience  in  mission  work;  that  we 
urge  our  auxiliaries,  and  all  members  of 
churches  in  our  bounds  to  subscribe  for 
and  read  it  carefully,, 

Resolved,  That  the  time  for  the  regular 
meetiugs  of  this  Board  be  changed  from  ^ 
3  o’clock  p.  m.  to  10  o’clock  a.  m. 

Resolved,  That  we  return  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  Mrs.  Starrett,  for  her  kindness 
in  reporting  for  our  annual  meeting. 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  tender  to 
Revs.  Robt.  Irwin  and  J.  W.  Allen  for  the 
use  of  the  Presbyterian  rooms  during  the 
past  year,  also  to  Rev.  I.  N.  Cundali  for 
the  donation  of  $50  for  defraying  the 
printing  expenses  of  the  Board. 

Tue  eiuniug  au'ureSses  on  Wednes¬ 
day  were  made  by  Rev.  Dr.  Jack- 
son,  on  Home  Missions,  and  by  Rev. 

—  Webb,  formerly  of  Southern  In¬ 
dia,  on  Foreign  Missions.  Both 
were  well  timed  and  well  received. 
Dr.  Ganse,  pastor  of  the  church  in 
which  the  Anniversary  was  held, 
closed  the  services  in  congratulating 
the  ladies  upon  their  earnest  and 
successfull  work,  commending  them 
for  their  ivisdom  in  conducting  their 
own  business  by  themselves  without 
the  embarrassment  of  the  presence 
of  gentlemen  (who  were  excluded 
from  nearly  all  the  sessions)  ;  also, 
upon  their  wisdom  in  combining 
Home  and  Foreign  Missions — two 
branches  of  one  work  for  the  Master. 


WOMAN’S  WOBK.  /C/y 

We  commend  the  following  action 
of  the  last  Assembly  to  the  careful 
and  kind  attention  of  ministers, 
churches,  and  presbyteries,  but  espe¬ 
cially  to  all  the  Christian  women  in  our 
communion. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopt¬ 
ed  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Assembly  recom¬ 
mend  to  pastors  and  elders  the  forma¬ 
tion,  in  all  our  churches,  of  Women’s 
Mission  Circles,  in  connection  with  our 
Home  and  Foreign  Mission  Boards, 
that  thus  all  the  Christian  women  of 
our  Church  may  be  actually  interested 
in  the  great  missionary  cause,  to  the 
deepening  of  their  own  piety,  as  well 
as  the  enlargement  of  our  evangelistic 
work. 

In  view  of  the  difficulty  of  giving 
time  to  the  management  of  additional 
Societies,  in  some  localities,  the  propos¬ 
al  has  come  to  us,  tfrom  a  highly  influ¬ 
ential  quarter,  “that  the  women  of  ev¬ 
ery  church  (so  far  as  possible)  should 
give  special  attention  to  raising  money 
for  cur  Home  Board  two  months  every 
fall ;  for  example,  October  and  Novem¬ 
ber  (or  November  and  December). 
This  would  give  time  at  least  to  hold 
one  meeting  to  present  the  object  and 
to  make  collections,  also  for  the  put¬ 
ting  up  of  boxes  by  those  wishing  or 
able  to  work  only  in  this  way.” 


HOME  MISSIONS. 


WOMAN’S  WORK. 


West  of  Minnesota,  Iowa,  Missouri,  Arkansas  and  Louisiana,  lie  such  great 
States  as  Texas,  Kansas,  Nebraska,  Colorado,  Nevada,  California  and  Oregon, 
and  the  Territories  of  Dakota,  Montana,  Wyoming,  New  Mexico,  Arizona, 
Utah,  Idaho,  Washington  and  Alaska.  Around  the  outer  edge  of  this  great  area 
population  penetrated  but  slowly  till  the  railway  to  the  Pacific  and  its  connect¬ 
ing  lines  had  been  built ;  but  now  the  people  are  crowding  into  all  parts  of  it, 
and  the  work  of  evangelization  seems  too  great  for  us.  Hence  we  beg  leave  to 
show  why  all  the  women  in  our  churches  should  engage  directly  and  heartily 
in  Home  Missionary  work,  and  lend  us  their  aid. 

1.  On  account  of  its  magnitude  and  pressing  importance. 

Look  at  it  !  Two-thirds  of  all  the  territory  of  the  United  States  is  just 
opened  to  occupancy.  President  Hayes  also  says,  in  view  of  the  immense 
immigration  into  this  country,  that  5,000,000  people  will  be  added  to  our 
population  from  this  source  during  the  present  decade — that  would  be  four 
times  the  present  population  of  the  State  of  Delaware  added  every  year. 
These  millions  are  occupying  those  great  open  spaces  or  crow  ding  others  into 
them.  The  work  is  sufficient,  more  than  sufficient,  for  every  man,  woman 
and  child  in  the  church.  No  Christian  woman  seeing  the  magnitude  of  this 
work  can  fail  to  appreciate  its  importance,  in  view  of  the  worth  of  the  soul. 
“  What  shall  a  man  give  in  exchange  for  his  soul  ?” 

2.  Because  it  is  the  work  that  Christian  i women  have  long  been  engaged  in. 
Fifty  or  sixty  years  ago,  wdien  the  work  was  not  one-quarter  as  large  as  it  is 
now,  Christian  women  were  organizing  and  working  busily  for  Home 
Missions.  The  New  Hampshire  “  cent  ”  societies  came  into  existence  longer 
ago  than  that,  and  raised  large  amounts  through  a  long  series  of  years  for 
Home  and  Foreign  Missions.  Those  societies  were  copied  in  some  form  all 
through  the  country;  and  what  was  most  noticeable  was  that  in  the  very 
heart  of  the  Home  missionary  field,  where  nearly  every  church  was  a  Mission 
church,  the  women  organized  to  aid  the  work  in  the  bounds  of  their  own 
Presbyteries  and  Synods.  More  than  seventy  years  ago  the  “  Genesee  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society”  was  organized  in  Western  New  York,  which  was  then  the 
great  Home  missionary  field  of  the  continent.  It  continued  in  existence  for 


— When  we  “.spell”  the  Advance  in 
standing  guard  on  his  high  tower  while 
he  is  off  resting,  we  do  not  -wish  him  to 
come  back  and  notify  us  of  his  return 
and  renewed  strength  by  throwing 
stones  at  us.  Rather  he  should  say, 
“Much  obliged,  Brother  Interior— 
will  be  happy  to  do  as  much  fdr  you, 
some  day.”  Last  .week  our  neighbor 
woke  up,  rubbed  Kjs  eyes  and  led  off 

thus'  ‘wJr 

The  language/bL'YiiE  Interior,  in  the 
extract  which’  we  Copied  last  week,  in  which 
it  said,  “  The  American  Missionary  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  the  Coijgtffegational  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  haye  set  covetous  eyes  upon 
the  Woman’s  Foreran  Missionary  Society 
of  that  denomination,  and  are  insisting 
upon  a  divide#!  the  proceeds  of  their  la¬ 
bors,”  will  be  apt  to  mislead  those  not  ac¬ 
quainted  with'  the  facts.  The  A.  M.  A. 
has  never  taken  any  action  on  the  subject 
whatever.  Nor  yet  have  any  of  its  officers 
said  or  done  anything  officially  about  it. 
Rev.  Mr.  Woodworth,  the  District  Secreta¬ 
ry  at  Boston,  did  as  an  individual,  but  not 
as  secretary,  publish  over;  his  own  person¬ 
al  signature  merely,  an  “Open  Letter,” 
expressing  his  thoughts  As  to  the  wisest 
method  of  interesting  the  female  two- 
thirds  of  our  church  membership  in  all  the 
benevolent  causes,  rather  than  in  one 
alone. 

Exactly — that  is  j  ust  what  all  the  As¬ 
syrians  say — “  interested  in  one  cause 
alone.”  That  is  rather  a  shabby  ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  the  sacrifices  and  lib¬ 
erality  of  the  Congregational  ladies  in 
sending  boxes  of  clothing  and  money  to 
the  home  missionaries  and  freedmen — in 
paying  off’  church  debts,  helping  support 
the  minister,  taking  care  of  the  poor,  and 
the  ten  thousand  acts  of  liberality  and 
charity  for  which  they  are  known.  The 
language  of  The  Interior  will  not  be 
apt  to  mislead  in  regard  to  the  facts. 
The  secretaries  of  the  Congregational 
Home  Missionary  Society  are  avowedly 
on  the  war-path  for  a  divide.  Secretary 
Woodworth,  of  the  Missionary  Associa¬ 
tion,  comes  out  strongly  for  it.  The 
Congregationalist  in  various  ivays  has  ex¬ 
pressed  its  sympathy  with  the  raiders. 
And  now  comes  the  Advance  with  its 
“  interested  in  one  cause  alone.”  If  there 
is  anything  “  calculated  to  mislead”  on 
this  subject',  it  is  not  found  on  ^is  side 
of  the  line. 

— We  do  not  blame  th6  Congregational 
Home  Missionary  secretaries  for  wanting 
a  part  of  the  money  winch  the  women 
are  giving  to  foreign  work:"  .  It  costs  a 
great  deal  of  money  to  run  the  central 
office.  There  are  three  secretaries  in  that 
office,  each  getting  $5,000  per  year — inci¬ 


dentals,  travelling  expenses,  etc.,  about 
$5,000  more — $20,000  a  year.  That  is  a 
very  large)  overshot  water-wheel  for  the 
;  amount  of  power  furnished.  It  takes  the 
combined  currents  of  so  many  streams 
and  springs  to  turn  that  big  wheel  over, 
that  there  is  not  so  much  power  left  to  | 
drive  the  other  machinery  as  is  needed.  I 
And  then  there  are  dry  times,  so  it  would 
be  refreshing  if  the  showers  of  charity, 
which  the  ladies  intend  for  the  parched 
lands  across  the  sea, could  fall  upon  those  i 
three  secretaries.  Our  advice,  if  we  may 
be  permitted  to  suggest, would  be  to  take 
out  that  heavy  overshot- wheel  and  sell  it 
for  kindling  wood,  or  donate  it  to  the 
professor  of  perspective  and  drawing  in 
some  ladies’  academy.  Then  put  in  a 
little  turbine,  which  will  make  every 
!  drop  of  water  perform  double  work  before 
'  it  lets  it  go. 

5  I  -  “ 

— The  American  Missionary  Associa¬ 
tion  and  the  Congregational  Home  Mis- 
1  sionary  Society  have  set  covetous  eyes 
upon  the  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary 
Society  of  that  denomination,  fand  are 
insisting  upon  a  divide  of  the  proceeds 
of  their  labors.  Experiments ’are  good 
things  for  those  who  have  the  means  to 
afford  them,  but  orginal  investigators  do 
not  repeat  an  experiment  a  second  time 
with  precisely  the  same  conditions  upon 
i  which  it  has  once  resulted  in  failure.  If 
|  our  Congregational  friends  had  taken 
time  to  look  up  the  Presbyterian  experi- 
I  ment  they  might  have  saved  themselves 
the  profitless  discussion  in  which  they  are 
now  engaged.  If, however,  they  are  resolv¬ 
ed  to  push  another  experiment  of  the  kind,  ^ 
though  with  greater  energy  than  our 
people  did,  and  with  the  determination 
to  reach  their  objective  Pike’s  Peak, or  an 
explosion,  they  will  get  as  far  as  the  lat¬ 
ter.  And  (1)  they  will  destroy  the  effi¬ 
ciency  of  their  Woman’s  Society  in  its 
foreign  mission  work.  (2)  They  will 
alienate  whatever  sympathy  the  women 
now  have  for  their  two  branches  of  home 
work.  Their  devisive  project  will  work 
damage  both  ways/  and  benefit  in  no 
way.  If  their  secretaries  are  really  in 
earnest  about  it,  a  good  plan  would  be  to 
try  the  experiment  first  in  their  own 
offices.  Let  them  discharge  all  the  of¬ 
ficers  of  the  American  Missionary  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  the  Home  Society,,  and  turn 
their  work  over  to  the  American  Board. 

If  devoting  one’s  self  to  three  different 
I  purposes  at  the  same  time  is  good  for  the 
women,  it  is  equally  good  for  the  seere- 
k  taries. 


REPORT 

OF 

Woman’s  Work  for  Home  Missions 

Within  the  Bounds  of  the  Synod  of  New  Jersey. 


A  meeting  in  the  interest  of  Home  Missions  was  held  by  Presbyte¬ 
rian  women  coming  from  different  parts  of  the  State,  at  the  Third 
Presbyterian  Church,  Newark,  New  Jersey,  on  Tuesday  morning, 
October  16th,  1877. 

By  request,  a  statement  was  sent  from  the  Home  Missionary  Rooms, 
No.  23  Centre  street,  New  York,  as  to  the  work  done  during  the  past 
year  by  the  women  of  the  Churches  within  the  bounds  of  this  Synod  ; 
which  statement,  in  condensed  form,  is  incorporated  in  this  report,  and 
may  also  be  seen  in  full  by  any  members  of  the  Synod  so  desiring. 

If  it  fails  to  be  complete,  it  is  because  many  of  our  women  contribute 
to  the  cause  of  Home  Missions  through  the  envelope  system  or  other 
regular  Church  collections  ;  and  if  all  that  has  been  done  in  the  way  of 
Boxes  for  missionaries  does  not  appear,  it  is  for  want  of  that  systematic 
reporting  which  it  is  important  to  secure,  not  by  way  of  boasting,  but 
“that  there  may  be  equality”  in  the  distribution  of  our  gifts. 


STATEMENT  OF  WOMAN’S  WORK  FOR  HOME  MISSIONS. 


Presbyteries. 

Churches 

sending 

Value 

of 

Churches 

giving 

Amounts. 

Total. 

Elizabeth . 

Boxes. 

9 

Boxes. 

$861  85 

Money. 

4 

$195  29 

$1,057  14 

Jersey  City . 

4 

650  00 

1 

36  00 

686  00 

Monmouth . 

2 

614  50 

. .  . 

614  50 

Morris  and  Orange. 

4 

356  00 

356  00 

Newark . 

6 

1,588  30 

o 

274  00 

1,862  30 

New  Brunswick . 

8 

2,294  97 

1 

100  00 

2,394  97 

Newton . 

3 

607  17 

4 

104  95 

712  12 

West  Jersey . 

9 

200  00 

... 

200  00 

Totals . 

38 

$7,172  79 

12 

$710  14 

$7,883  03 

m-o 

“Woman's  Executive  Committee  of  Home  Missions” 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 


23  Centre  Street, 


P.  0.  Box  38(13,  New  York. 
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LIONS  UNCHAINED— LIONS  CHAINED. 

More  than  a  year  ago,  our  worthy  President,  in* scanning  the  field 
of  the  Presbytery  for  recruits  to  muster  round  our  recently  unfurled 
banner  of  Home  Missions,  sounded  a  few  drum-taps  in  a  quiet  way, 
which  re-echoed  the  following  notes  : 

March  1.  Drum-tap.  Could  you  not  start  a  band  for  Home  Mis¬ 
sions  in  your  class  ?  Echo.  My  dear  friend,  please  tell  me  how — 
howt  I  have  the  will  to  do  it — at  least  I  think  I  have— but  there  are 
Lions  in  the  way. 

Lion  No.  1.  Did  you  ever  try  to  move  the  world,  or  any  part  of 
it,  with  a  lever  three  miles  long,  and  the  fulcrum  at  your  own  end  of 
it?  My  fulcrum  is  my  home,  and  my  class  three  miles  away  ;  and 
to  you  who  live  in  the  region  of  street  cars  and  good  sidewalks,  I 
will  be  speaking  an  unknown  tongue  when  I  add,  the  roads  are  wrell 
nigh  impassible. 

Lion  No.  2  is  the  lack  of  a  suitable  place  to  meet  in.  The  church 
is  large  for  three  or  four  of  us  ;  and  if  besides,  the  price  of  coal  for 
warming  it  was  placed  over  against  the  amount  we  could  give  to 
Missions,  the  balance  would  be  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  sheet.  And 
there  is  actually  no  place  in  the  village  that  I  could  ask  to  open  for 
our  reception.  Our  members  are  all,  like  myself,  in  the  country. 
Yon  who  live  in  the  region  of  church  parlors,  Bible  Class  rooms  and 
Christian  homes,  readj^  to  open  for  every  good  work,  will  not  under¬ 
stand  this  either. 

Can  you  show  me  that  these  Lions  can  be  chained  ? 

Then  Lion  No.  3  is  my  own  ignorance.  I  don’t  in  the  least  know 
how  to  organize  or  conduct  a  Mission  Band.  All  my  life  has  been 
lived  in  this  little  church  with  scarcely  more  than  a  score  of  mem¬ 
bers,  and  we  have  been  so  weak— in  faith  as  well  as  in  numbers — 
and  so  widely  scattered  that  we  have  never  attempted  a  missionary 
society  or  a  sewing  society,  or  anything  of  the  kind.  ^My  zeal,  if  I 
have  any,  ’‘is  not  according  to  knowledge.” 

Now  you  have  a  statement  of  the  difficulties,  can  you  suggest  a 
way  out  of  them  ?  for  I  do  want  to  train  these  dear  girls  to  be  more 
earnest  workers  for  Christ  than  we  older  members  of  the  church 
have  ever  been.  Perhaps  I  ought  also  to  state  that  not  one  of  these 
girls  has  even  a  moderately  well  filled  purse  to  draw  from.  One  earns 
her  living  at  the  wash-tub,  two  are  servant  girls,  and  some  school 
girls.  Not  one  of  them  has  Christian  parents  to  encourage  her  in 
giving,  or  to  suggest  ways  of  earning  something  to  give.  I  thank 
you  more  than  I  can  fell  for  your  promise  to  pray  for  these  dear 
girls.  Both  they  and  I  need  your  prayers. 

March  10.  I  am  so  glad  that  you  are  acquainted  with  "brick  yel¬ 
low  clay,  sticky  as  putty.”  But  please  don’t  think  me  so  faint¬ 
hearted  as  to  be  afraid  of  muddy  roads  for  myself.  1  have  been  used 
to  them  all  my  life,  and  have  lived  too  long  to  be  dismayed  by  them 
now.  My  trouble  is  that  my  girls  cannot  come  to  me  through  such 
mud,  and  my  home  is  the  only  place  I  have,  in  which  to  gather  them 
for  Mission  work. 

"  Where  are  your  class?” 

Nearly  all  in  the  country — some  of  them  further  away  from  the 
village  on  the  other  side  than  1  am  on  this  side.  Two  are  in  the  vil¬ 
lage,  but  both  belong  to  large  families  living  in  two  small  rooms. 
No  place  there  for  us  to  meet,  though  it  might  be  otherwise  were 


they  Christian  'families.  Our  elders  are  in  t ho  Country  likewise.  We 
have  a  pastor — that  is,  we  have  one  hour  of  him  every  Sabbath  after¬ 
noon,  but  the  parsonage  is  live  miles  farther  away.  We  cannot  meet 
there.  He  is  as  desirous  as  you  can  possibly  be  that  such  a  society 
shall  be  formed.  Upon  second  thoughts  I  have  concluded  there  are 
no  Lions  in  the  way  now,  save  this  one  of  place.  Not  even  the  cor¬ 
ner  grocery  or  the  post-office  can  furnish  an  available  room,  to  serve 
as  a  fulcrum  at  the  village  end  of  my  three-mile  lever. 

But  to  provide  against  contingencies,  in  case  the  Master  should 
open  a  place  for  us,  will  you  give  me  a  little  more  light  on  the  third 
point  of  my  former  letter — What  shall  we  do?  As  I  said  before,  our 
purses  are  very  shallow — most  of  them  are  as  yet  unconsecrated. 
Missionary  hens  laying  an  abundance  of  missionary  estrs  are  very 
pleasant  things  to  read  about,  but  they  arc  not  very  apt  to  grow  and 
thrive  in  infidel  families,  or  drunkards'  families,  or  Catholic  fami¬ 
lies — at  least  they  don’t  lay  Protestant  eggs  in  the  latter. 

But  my  girls  all  have  fingers,  and  all  have  had  more  or  less  train¬ 
ing  in  the  use  of  needle  and  thimble.  One  of  the  papers  you  send 
suggests  sewing,  but  what  shall  we  sew  ?  Remember,  I  am  very 
ignorant  in  this  matter,  for  our  little  church  has  never  sustained  a 
Missionary  Society  within  my  recollection. 

Since  the  receipt  of  your  last  I  have  had  a  week  day  chat  with  one 
of  mv  girls — my  Christian  helper  as  I  call  her.  I  read  her  extracts 
from  letters  and  papers  sent  to  me.  She  is  enthusiastic,  and  has 
already  promised  to  put  a  ‘'brick”  in  that  chapel  in  Utah.  She  has 
very  little  time  at  her  disposal,  and  less  money,  but  she  will  do  what 
she  can — and  “  what  she  can"  will  include  some  very  earnest  pray¬ 
ing  about  this  matter.  Will  you  still  pray  for  us  ? 

April  12.  Can  you  send  me  a  form  of  Constitution  for  a  Home 
Mission  Society?  My  class  and  myself  will  meet  next  Saturday 
afternoon  at  3  o’clock,  to  see  what  we  can  do  in  the  matter.  Will 
you  pray  that  we  may  lie  helped  and  guided,  and  that  the  Lord  him¬ 
self  may  meet  with  us  ? 

April  IT.  “'Praise  God  from  whom  all  blessings  fiow\”  The 
Young  Ladies’  Home  Mission  Band  of  Blanktown  was  organized 
this  afternoon,  with  six  members,  and  more  to  follow.  All  present 
seemed  more  eager  for  the  wTork  than  I  had  dared  to  hope.  In  the 
case  of  some  it  is  doubtless  enthusiasm  for  something  new*  :  but  I 
think  the  Spirit  has  been  whispering  in  other  hearts,  “Go  work;” 
and  the  response  has  been  “What  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do?" 

The  treasury  already  holds  one  dollar  and  sixteen  cents,  and  at 
least  one  half  of  that  is  to  be  forwarded  immediately  to  be  invested 
in  “  bricks." 

You  need  not  regret  suggesting  the  work.  Indeed  you  did  not 
suggest  it,  for  it  has  been  in  my  heart  ever  since  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  welcoming  one  of  my  class  into  the  church  five  years  ago.  After 
that  long  time  of  dreaming  about  it,  God  has  helped  me  to  do  it. 

May  5.  “When  they  looked  they  saw  that  the  stone  was  rolled 
away."  I  cannot  account  for  the  chaining  of  the  Lion,  unless  by  the 
same  power.  But  tins  I  know,  that  we  are  meeting  in  the  very  same 
room  which  was  most  emphatically  denied  me  when  I  asked  for  it, 
for  the  same  purpose,  more  than  two  years  ago.  No,  not  quite  the 
same  room  either.  I  did  not  aspire  then  any  higher  than  to  an  unoc¬ 
cupied,  unfurnished  room  which  was  accessible  without  entering  any 
other  part  of  the  house.  Now  we  are  cordially  welcomed  to  the  best 
room  the  house  affords.  I  think  some  one  must  have  been  speaking 
to  our  Father  about  this  matter. 

Shall  I  apologize  for  sending  our  “first-fruits”  before  the  June 
meeting  ?  The  thought  of  waiting  until  June  to  send  the  first  sheaf 
did  not  meet  with  much  favor  from  my  girls.  You  have  probably 
heard  the  story  of  the  little  boy  begging  to  be  taken  to  church,  and 
to  his  mother’s  “  by-and-by,”  answering,  “  Maybe  then  I  won’t  want 
to  go.”  I  thought  best  to  yield  to  their  wishes  in  this  matter,  lest 
“by-and-by”  they  should  not  want  to  send  it. 

Our  second  meeting  added  some  new  names  to  our  list.  But  the 
best  thing  about  our  meeting — at  least  the  thing  which  gave  my  heart 
the  most  joy— was  not  the  new  names — not  the  sewing  we  did — but 


> 
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the  fact  that  one  of  my  Christian  girls  was  willing  to  lead  in  prayer 
in  opening  our  meeting. 

I  had  hoped  much  from  the  social  element  in  this  “  band  ”  for  my 
Catholic  girls,  but  as  yet  we  cannot  coax  them  in.  They  are  very 
irregular  in  their  attendance  at  Sabbath  school  of  course— not  more 
than  half  a  dozen  times  a  year.  I  am  glad  of  having  even  these  op¬ 
portunities  of  telling  them  “  the  old,  old  story,”  but  it  does  not  satisfy 
me.  I  had  hoped  that  the  Band  would  bring  them  still  m or iT* under 
Protestant  influence ;  but  they  stand  aloof.  Will  you  pray  for  them? 

I  expect  to  keep  the  Rocky  Mt.  Presbyterians  in  circulation  until 
they  are  worn  out.  With  one  exception  I  do  not  think  there  is  a 
religious  paper  in  any  family  from  which  my  twelve  girls  come.  If 
you  have  papers  to  spare,  perhaps  it  would  be  best  to  send  them  to 
one  of  the  girls  to  circulate.  It  would  have  a  tendency  to  make  her 
more  interested  in  the  work. 

H.  P.  C. 

Cincinnati  Presbytery,  Ohio, 

July,  1880. 


Send  contributions  to  Mrs.  Richard  Folsom,  Treas’r  Presb’l  Soci¬ 
ety,  57  Walnut  St.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  or  to  Mrs.  M.  E.  Boyd,  P.  O. 
Box  3868,  23  Centre  St.,  New  York. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SYNODICAL  COMMITTEE  FOR 
WOMAN’S  WORK  IN  HOME  MISSIONS. 

4s  Committee  was  constituted  a  year  ago,  October  16th,  1877, 
NewarkS'iC  ^ accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the^^fTeral 
Assembly  ofrS¥G,  aixL^gon  firmed  by  the  SynodoL^istf’TTersey  of  the 
same  year.  We  than  for  th^^j^tRTT  recognition  given  to  I 

Woman’s  Work  in  the  Churd^i^^Iie  Fathers  and  Brethren  of  this 
Synod.  We  find  tha^f^ije  orgam^i^  in  direct  harmony  with  the 
Scriptural  andswflicient  links,  which  lrai^e  in  the  system  of  our 
church,"gi*'6sour  efforts  an  element  of  power,  mM^so  of  permanence, 
nof^fcfferwise  secured. 


It  will  take  time  to  spread  information  as  to  the  destitutions 
of  religious  privilege,  the  idolatry  and  superstitions  to  be  found  within 
the  limits  of  these  United  States.  Many  of  these  sad  facts  have  come 
to  the  women  of  our  churches  as  a  new  revelation.  Interest  has  been 
aroused  wherever  the  wants  of  our  own  country  have  been  made 
known,  which  has  been  turned  to  good  practical  account,  as  we  have 
been  told  of  the  success  granted  to  Home  Missionary  Work.  The 
entrance  of  God’s  word  always  gives  light. 

The  fourteen  Conventions  held  within  the  bounds  of  this  Synod, 
]n<i»iiiiLinv  hh4.  Hun  Vi  iNii.'  hadmecided  effect  in  awakening 

those  privileged  to  attend  them  to  more  intelligent  prayer  and  larger 
contributions  to  the  cause  of  Christ  in  this  land.  The  statements  made 
by  Rev.  Dr.  Sheldon  Jackson,  of  Colorado,  were  often  more  than  con¬ 
firmed  by  other  eye-witnesses  of  the  scenes  described. 

In  view  of  the  experience  gained  at  these  Conventions,  the  Synodical 
Committee  ventures  to  suggest  that  some  of  our  Home  Missionaries  be 
invited  at  times,  for  a  few  weeks,  to  tell  the  story  in  our  churches  of 
what  they  have  themselves  seen  and  heard.  They  might  come  to 
better  effect,  we  trust,  than  did  Caleb  and  Joshua  of  old,  to  inspirit  us 
to  go  forward  and  possess  this  whole  wide  land  for  Jesus. 

We  find  that  the  plan  of  late  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Home  Mis¬ 
sions,  of  employing  Christian  women  as. teachers  in  Utah,  Alaska,  etc., 
meets  with  great  favor.  It  affords  an  appropriate  outlet  to  the  sym- 
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In  compliance  with  a  circular  letter  sent  out  by 
Mrs.  Henry  March,  Mrs.  Isabella  McGill,  and  Mrs. 
B.  F.  Hotter,  members  of  the  Albany  Synodical 
Committee  on  Home  Missions,  to  the  Ladies  of 
the  Churches  in  Albany  Presbytery,  oue  hundred 
and  twenty  ladies  assembled  in  the  Chapel  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church,  Schenectady,  on  Nov. 
2d,  18S2,  to  organize  a  Woman’s  Presbyterial 
Society. 

The  morning  session  opened  with  devotional 
exercises,  conducted  by  Rev.  T.  G.  Darling.  After 
a  short  address  of  welcome  from  him,  Mrs.  B.  F. 
Potter,  President  of  the  Synodical  Committee  lor 
1881,  took  the  chair.  Miss  Lucy  E.  Allen,  of 
Gloversville,  was  appointed  Recording  Secretary, 
Pro  Tern.  The  needs  of  the  Society  were  discus¬ 
sed,  a  Constitution  presented,  which  after  some 
consultation  was  adopted,  and  the  officers  elected 
for  the  ensuing  year. 

At  the  afternoon  session  very  interesting  re¬ 
marks  were  made  and  articles  read  upon  the  ways 
and  means  of  working  efficiently  for  Home  Mis¬ 
sions.  Reports  of  work  from  different  Societies 
were  given.  The  meeting  closed  with  a  hymn, 
and  the  Lord’s  Prayer  in  concert. 


To  tie  Women  of  tie  Presbyterian  Clnrcl, 


Dear  Sisters  : 

At  the  first  one  of  the  fourteen  Home 
1  Missionary  Conventions,  held  recently  in  the 
Synod  of  New  Jersey,  the  following  Resolution 
was  adopted,  and  then  passed  on  to  the  other 
meetings,  until,  usually  by  a  rising  vote,  many 
hundreds  of  our  Christian  women  stand  pledged 
to  the  Sunday  Morning  Concert  of  Prayer : 

“  Resolved,  That  we  invite  our  Christian  sisters  to  unite 
their  hearts  in  a  concert  of  prayer ,  every  Sunday  morning 
before  service,  for  the  cause  of  Christ ,  in  our  own  land." 

It  is  to  give  this  invitation,  and  to  ask  you  to 
spread  it,  that  this  little  leaflet  comes  to  you. 


BOARD  OF  HOME  MISSIONS, 

No.  23  Centre  Street,  New  York. 


Our  Work  in  Utah,  New  Mexico  and  Alaska. 

There  are  many  in  our  churches  who  are  deeply 
interested  in  the  peculiar  work  which  ‘we  have 
undertaken  in  these  distant  Territories.  We  will 
try  to  present,  as  briefly  as  possible  and  mostly  in 
the  words  of  Missionaries,  teachers  and  visitors,  a 
sketch  of  it  as  at  present  arranged. 

UTAH. 

First  of  all  Salt  Lake  City. 

Here  we  have  a  good  church  edifice,  though 
considerably  encumbered  with  debt ;  a  harmonious 
and  active  church;  a  settled  pastor  and  a  “  Colle¬ 
giate  Institute,”  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  J.  M. 
Coyner  and  three  competent  teachers. 

The  congregation  is  composed  largely  of  non- 
Mormons.  But  its  ordinary  services,  its  Sabbath 
Schools,  together  with  the  Institute  embrace  many 
Mormon  children ;  and  thfise  are  all  believed  to 
exert  a  most  salutary  influencp-'on  the  Mormon 
population  at  large. 

North  of  Salt  Lake  City  are  four  other  stations, 
all  taken  possession  of  in  the  last  four  months. 
Ogden,  Brigham  City,  Logan  and  Malad.  All 
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In  our  woman’s  work  for  Christ  in  foreign 
lands,  the  strength  of  the  movement,  under  ;eting 
God,  has  been  in  the  Sunday  Evening  Hour  of  man’s 
Prayer. 

“  Again,  I  say  unto  you,  that  if  two  of  you 
j  shall  agree  on  earth,  as  touching  any  thing  that 
they  shall  ask,  it  shall  be  done  for  them  of  my 


WOMAN’S  WORK  FOR  WOMAN. 

To  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  in  the  United  States 
of  America  convened  in  Cleveland , 
Ohio. 

It  is  well  known  to  the  General  As¬ 
sembly  that  a  new  power  of  great 
efficiency  for  good  has  in  recent  years 
been  developed  in  our  own  Church  as 
well  as  in  those  of  other  denominations, 
through  the  formation  of  those  societies 
known  as  “The  Woman’s  Boards  of 
Foreign  Missions.” 

The  ladies  in  connection  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Cedar  Rapids, 
Iowa,  rejoice  heartily  in  the  great  work 
thus  being  accomplished.  They  pray 
sincerely  for  its  largely  increased  and 
vigorous  prosecution.  They  ace  most 
thankful  for  the  privilege  of  taking  an 
humble  part  in  its  advance,  end  would 
seek  for  far  greater  consecration  thereto. 

At  the  same  time  they  have  consider¬ 
ed  the  widespread  and  fearful  destitu¬ 
tion  of  religious  privileges  and  influ¬ 
ences  in  our  ®wn  land,  especially  in  the 
West,  and  the  far  West.  They  mourn 
because  of  this  sad  state  of  things 
at  the  present.  They  fear  greatly 
for  the  future.  They  feel  constrained, 
therefore,  most  respectfully  to  entreat 
the  renewed  and  earnest  attention  of 
the  highest  judicatory  (the  supervisor 
of  all  the  interests  and  responsibilities 
of  our  beloved  Zion)  to  this  most  vital 
matter. 

They  would  also  overture  the  General 
Assembly  to  send  forth  an  urgent  ap¬ 
peal  to  all  the  churches  under  their 
care,  with  a  recommendation  that  in  all 
those  ehurehes  there  should  be  speedily 
organized  “Woman’s  Board  of  Home 
Missions”  similar  to  those  associations 
now  existent  and  working  so  excellently 
in  the  grand  foreign  cause. 

The  ladies  thusoverturing  feel  confi¬ 
dent  that  did  time  permit  the  laying  of 
this  matter  before  them  many  of  their 
sisters  throughout  our  churches  would 
manifest  their  sinoere  accord  therein. 

With  the  fervent  prayer  that  in  this 
and  all  matters  which  may  come  before 
them,  the  General  Assembly  may  be 
divinely  guided.,  the  whole  subject  is 
respectfully  submitted. 

Signed  by  60  ladies  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,) 


and  members  of  the  Woman’s  Society 
for  Foreign  Missions. 

May  15,  1875. 

In  response  to  the  above  and  similar 
overtures,  and  also  the  growing  feeling 
that  there  is  a  work  for  woman  to  do  in 
her  own  land,  the  General  Assembly 
took  the  following  action  : 

The  organization  of  our  Christian 
women  in  several  of  our  large  cities, 
with  auxiliaries  in  a  large  number  of  the 
churches,  in  behalf  of  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sions  has  infused  new  life  into  the  work 
for  the  heathen  and  has  brought  large 
increase  to  the  resources  of  that  excel¬ 
lent  Board,  without  diminution  of  other 
contributions.  To  some  extent  such 
societies  have  also  helped  forward  the 
cause  of  Home  Missions,  both  in  money 
and  in  sending  boxes  of  clothing  to  the 
families  of  missionaries.  Memorials 
have  reached  the  committee  from  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  Church,  asking  for 
some  more  effective  plan  of  woman’s 
work  for  the  evangelization  of  our  own 
land.  We  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  the 
Assembly  now  recommend  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  a  Woman’s  Home  Missionary 
Society,  with  auxiliary  societies,  under 
the  advice  and  counsel  of  the  Board  of 
Home  Missions,  or  its  officers.  And 
further,  that  the  formation  of  distinct 
auxiliary  societies  be  recommended  in 
those  churches  in  which  this  course 
may  be  deemed  expedient. 

Favorable  Comment*  of  the  Press. 

The  New  York  Evangelist  says  • 

The  report  recommended  among  oth¬ 
er  things  that  Woman’s  Societies  should 
be  formed  for  the  promotion  of  Home 
Mission  work  on  something  like  the 
plan  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Societies. 

This  strikes  us  as  less  likely  to  work 
undesirable  complications  than  the  ac¬ 
tion  of  last  year,  which  asked  the  wo¬ 
men  of  the  Foreign  Societies  to  divide 
their  funds  between  the  two  Boards. 

It  can  not  be  supposed  that  those 
who  have  raised  money  for  the  relief  of 
heathen  women  can  easily  be  persuaded 
to  divert  it  to  even  the  best  of  Home  uses. 
But  the  need  of  assistance  to  mission 
families  on  our  frontier  appeals  strong¬ 
ly  to  Christian  sympathy,  and,  when 
presented  on  its  separate  merits,  will 
not  fail  to  elicit  a  general  response. 
There  is  the  same  reason  for  a  separa¬ 
tion  of  these  two  causes  in  the  Mission 
Boards  ofthe  women  as  in  those  of  the 
men,  and  as  increased  efficiency  is  thus  | 
pi’omoted  in  the  one  case^  it  may  also 
be  expected  in  the  other. 

Herald  and  Presbyter  adds  : 

The  organization  of  Woman’s  Home 
Missionary  Societies  throughout  the 
country  has  been  recommended  by  the 


Assembly,  and  will  no  doubt  be  at  once 
taken  up  by  those  interested  in  the 
cause.  Our  Church  has  a  vast  work  on 
the  western  frontier.  We  must  occupy 
the  field,  keeping  up  with  the  advance  I 
of  population.  The  women  of  our  ! 
Church  are  a  power  which  should  be 
brought  in  use  in  the  most  effective 
way.  The  TV  Oman’s  Foreign  Mission¬ 
ary  Society  has,  as  is  well  known,  done 
much,  for  the  foreign  work.  A  sister 
organization  equally  active  with  its  eye 
on  our  home  field  may  be  expected  also 
to  promote  the  Master’s  cause.  Some 
fear  that  the  two  societies  may  conflict, 
and  that  as  one  increases  the  other  may 
decrease,  but  this  we  are  sure  is  ground¬ 
less.  There  is  love  enough  in  the 
hearts  and  money  enough  in  the  pock¬ 
ets  of  the  women  of  our  Church  to  carry 
on  both  organizations  and  to  increase 
their  usefulness  every  year. 

AN  APPEAL  TO  CHRISTIAN  WO- 

PH  : 

Your  help  is  asked  for  your  sisters  in 
the  harems  of  your  own  country.  You 
have  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the 
zenana  work  in  India,  will  you  not  take| 
an  equal  interest  in  zenana  work  in  the 
United  States?  You  have  promptly 
organized  to  assist  your  sex  in  distant 
lands,  will  you  ooYdo  equally  well  for 
them  in  your  own  land  ? 

You  have  heard  their  cry  of  distress 
from  across  the  waters,  can  you  turn 
a  ,deaf  ear  to  the  low  wail  of  distress 
that  comes  from  across  the  Rocky 
Mountains  ? 

Shall  the  fact  that  this  great  misery, 
destitution  and  degradation  exist  in 
your-  own  country  chill  the  warm  cur¬ 
rent  4.  f  your  sympathy  and  lessen  the 
iineasytre  of  your  responsibility  ?  Can 
you  only  be  aroused  as  some  haughty 
’'Turk  proud  Brahmin  shall  say,  as 
they  well  might,  to  your  representa¬ 
tive  knocking  at  the  door  of  his  harem, 
’MGo  bach  to  America  to  your  sex  in 
Utah.  Cast  out  first  the  beam  that  is 
in  thine,  own  eye,  and  then  shalt  thou 
free. clearly  to  pull  out  the  mote  that 
is  in, -thy  brother’s  eye.” 

.Surely  as  the  blush  of  shame  has 
often  mantledyoitr  cheeks  at  the  wrongs 
done  yonx  own-country  women  in  Utah, 
as  you  have  lodged  and  prayed  for  the 
time  when  something  could  be  done  to 
relieve  them,  yeu  will,  with  earnest 
thanksgiving  for  the  privilege,  band 
yourselves  together  to  improve  the  pre¬ 


sent  opportunity.  Go*l  has  unexpect¬ 
edly  opened  the  way  for  you  to  send 
(the  gospel  to  your  Mormon  sisters, 
^hed  the  light  of  hope  .upon  their  joy - 
1  less  lives,  lift  them  up  from  their  deg- 
1  I’&dation,  lighten  their  burdens.  The 
Presbytery  of  Utah  has  entered  upon 
another  stage  of  its  work.  Hitherto 
its  missions  have  been  established  in  a 
mixed  Mormon  and  Gentile  population. 
But  the  way  is  now  open  for  sending 
(  hristiaia  ministers  and  Christian 
teachers  fijto  some  of  the  Mormon,  set¬ 
tlements. 

One  mission  has  already  been  com-] 
menml  by  g.ey,  Duncan  J.  McMillan, ' 
and  others  will  he  established  as  rapidly 
i  as  the  Christian  women  of  the  country 
will  undertake  their  support. 

Mr.  McMillan’s  letter,  which  we  give 
below,  was  not  intended  for  publica¬ 
tion.  It  gives  such  a  graphic  view  of  the 
situation  that,  we  take  the  liberty  of 
giving  it  to  our  readers.  It  speaks  for 
i  itself.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
that  the  building  referred  to  should  be 
purchased  for  a  church  and  school.  It 
is  also  necessary  to  raise  §1,000  forj 
Mr.  McMillan’s  support.  What  Ladies’ 
Societies  will  pledge  one-half,  one- 
fifth,  or  one-tenth  the  support  of  the 
missionary  or  the  purchase  of  the  build¬ 
ing  ?  What  Sabbath -school  will  furn- 
I  ish  a  Sabbath-school  library,  or  seats 
ij  for  the  day-school  ?  What  Association 
will  undertake  to  send  out  a  lady 
teacher?  Further  inquiries  may  be 
addressed  to  this  office,  or  to  Rev.  D. 
J.  McMillan,  Mt.  Pleasant,  San  Pete 
County,  Utah. 

Dear  Brother  : 

I  reached  this  place  on  Wednesday, 
March  3d.  and  found  no  hotel,  no  board¬ 
ing-house,  and  no  nothing  but  a  little 
town  of  one  and  one-half  story  adobes 
containing,  as  is  claimed,  2,000  inhabi- 
tants--poor.  ignorant,  deluded,  degraded 
priestridden  serfs.  The  men  stand  about 
their  customary  loafing  places  with  their 
hands  up  to  their  elbow’s  in  their  pants 
pockets,  their  old  hats  on  the  backs  of 
i  their  heads  and  their  mouths  open,  ut¬ 
terly  incapable  of  comprehending  an 
intelligent  thought;  the  women  are 
literally  servants  of  servants,  and  the 
children  are  legion.  The  stage-driver 
politely  landed  me  with  my  baggage  at 
the  P.  O.  The  gentlemanly  postmas¬ 
ter  kindly  offered  me  the  limited  ac¬ 
commodations  of  his  office,  which  I  ac¬ 
cepted.  and  from  which  I  sallied  forth 


, search 
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at  intervals  for  three  clays  in 
a  room  and  hoard.  I  was  i 
to  the  people,  and  they  took  me  not  in, 
in  any  sense.  At  last,  however, 


stranger 


I 

found  comfortable  quarters.  The 
'•forty  families  that  wanted  a  minister” 
dwindled  to  about  twenty  infidels  of  a 
hopeless  type.  They  built,  last  fall,  a 
very  neat  hall  for  dancing  and  political 
purposes.  They  opened  it  freely  for  a 
single  service,  but  demand  rent  for  re¬ 
gular  appointments.  Two  Germans 
who  own  a  controlling  interest  in  the 
house  are  atheists,  but  are  friendly  to 
me  and  to  my  movements,  and  would  be 
to  anything  else  that  opposes  Mormon- 
ism.  *  The  majority  of  shareholders  re¬ 
presenting  the  fewer  shares  encourage 
me,  and  promise  to  stand  by  me.  The 
Bishop  very  generously  (?)  offered  me 
the  use  of  his  “meeting-house”  for 
Sabbath  evening.  I  knew  that  it  was 
a  policy  movement,  and  upon  reflection 
I  thought  it  would  be  good  policy  to 
accept.  I  addressed  his  Sabbath-school 
in  the  morning,  and  occupied  the  pul¬ 
pit  in  the  evening.  The  house  was 
crowded,  about  600  persons  being  pre¬ 
sent  to  hear  the  first  minister,  other 
than  Mormon,  who  had  ever  visited  the 
region.  I  read  the  second  chapter  of  2d 
Peter,  and  preached  from  Gal.  vi.  14. 
The  Bishops  and  a  Patriarch  were 
present.  1  think  I  have  gained  much 
by  it.  I  now  have  access  to  the  Mor¬ 
mons,  whereas  before  I  had  not,  and  I 
have  set  the  whole  community  to  talk¬ 
ing. 

There  is  evidently  a  great  deal  of 
disaffection  even  among  these  accounted 
faithful.  But  few  are  ready  to  take  a 
bold  and  decided  stand  except  the  in¬ 
fidels.  There  are,  however,  a  few  who 
wpre  formerly  Lutherans  whom  I  am 


working 


with,  with 


en courage - 


some 

ment.  All  classes  are  clamorous  for  a 
school  superior  to  those  under  control 
of  “the  Church.”  An  ordinary  “Gen¬ 
tile”  teacher  could  do  great  good,  and 
would  receive  fair  compensation,  i.  e., 
about  $75,  $100  per  month,  male  or 
female. 

I  know  of  but  three  Gentiles  in  all 
this  region.  I  have  been  somewhat 
tedious  in  detail  for  a  purpose — I  want 
your  judgment  and  advice  in  a  scheme 
that  commends  itself  to  my  mind.  The 
hall  is  not  paying  the-  stockholders, 
most  indeed  all  of  whom  are  poor  inert 
and  can  not  afford  to  let  their  capital 
lie  idle.  The  building  can  be  bought 
at  a  discount  upon  cost.  Many  of  the 
stockholders  would  donate  from  one- 
fourth  to  one-half  for  church  purposes. 
It  is  55x30  feet.  The  audience-room 
could  be  made  to  scat  250  to  300.  Be¬ 
sides  this  there  are  two  small  rooms  12 
xl2  in  the  front  end.  Above  there  is 
a  room  12x30,  which  would  make  a 
good  prayer-meeting  room.  The  build¬ 


ing]  substantial  frame,  is  not  completed  ; 
but  the  main  room  if  seated  and  heated 
would  be  ready  for  use.  The  cost  thus 
far  is  $1,400.  The  lot  on  which  it 
stands  is  50x100  feet.  The  whole 
Can  now  be  bought  for  chureh  purposes 
for  $1,000.  The  location  is  central. 
The  building  fronts  on  the  principal 
street.  D.  J.  McMillan. 


HOME  MISSIONS  IN  TIIE  SYNODS 
AND  PRESBYTERIES. 

The 


Synod  of  Si 

Committee  on  Home  Missions 
presented  the  following  report,  which 
report  was  accepted  and  adopted  : 

The  cause  of  Home  Missions  is  pe¬ 
culiarly  the  cause  of  the  American 
churches.  We  are  an  enterprising,  a 
growing  and  an  emigrating  people.  New 
settlements  mean  poor  settlements,  the 
churches  and  Sabbath-schools  and  min¬ 
istry  are  left  behind,  and  if  the  institu¬ 
tions  of  the  gospel  are  to  be  established 
in  these  new  homes,  they  must  be  sent  | 
forward  by  those  of  their  kindred, 
friends,  church- members  and  fellow- 
citizens  left  behind.  In  addition  to 
home  emigration,  there  is  a 


our 


large 


steady  influx  of  foreigners  into  our  new 
regions,  and  many  of  these  need  relig- 
ous  care  and  all  of  them  need  to  be 
Americanized,  and  all  of  them  are  de¬ 
pendent  on  outside  help  for  their  re¬ 
ligious  and  patriotic  training.  This 
frontier  line  is  continually  lengthening, 
and  making  large  demands  for  men  and 
money. 

In  presence  of  this  large  and  grow¬ 
ing  demand  the  Board  of  Home  Mis¬ 
sions  finds  itself  largely  in  arrears,  and 
in  the  midst  of  “hard  times ;”  the  re¬ 
ceipts  of  the  first  five  months  of  this 
year  being  more  than  fourteen  thousand 
dollars  less  than  the  receipts  during 
the  corresponding  period  of  last  year. 
The  present  indebtedness  is  about 
$95,000. 

“The  times  are  hard”  and  the  Boards 
have  endeavored  to  economize,  but 
economy  must  not  become  restriction, 
much  less ,  destruction.  We  must  pre¬ 
serve  what  we  have,  we  must  pre¬ 
pare  for  the  increase  and  advancement 
of  the  work. 

1st.  If  times  are  hard  in  the  older 
settlements,  they  are  always  harder  in 
the  new  settlements.  If  ministers  and  j 
ministers'  wives  find  it  hard  to  get 
along  in  our  old  churches,  missionaries 
and  missionaries’  wives  find  it  harder 
still. 

2d.  These  frontier  churches  are  our 
own  flesh  and  blood,  our  neighbors  are 
in  these  mission  churches,  our  church- 
members  are  there,  our  children  are 
there — and  in  providing  for  them  we  are 
simply  providing  for  those  of  our  own  ! 


house. 

3d.  Not  one-lialf  of  our  churches 
give  anything  to  Home  Missions ;  not 
more  than  one-half  of  the  members  of 
I  contributing  churches  give  anything, 
and  of  the  half  that  do  give,  their  lib¬ 
erality  could  and  should  be  increased. 

I  In  the  Synod  of  Erie,  nearly  all  of 
whose  churches  give  to  the  Home 
Board,  the  contributions  run  from 
seventy  cents  down  to  ten  cents. 

4th.  The  remedy  is  more  informa¬ 
tion  and  more  definite  information  from 
the  pulpit— where  there  is  a  pastor, 
and  more  interest  on  the  part  of  the 
eldership — where  there  is  no  pastor 
or  supply, 

5th.  While  urging  increased  interest 
and  attention  in  general,  the  committee 
would  recommend  the  organization  of 
Women’s  and  Children’s  Home  Mission 
Societies  in  all  our  congregations — this 
plan  has  been  successful  in  the  Foreign 
Work  — we  believe  it  would  be  equally 
successful  with  Home  Work. 

6th.  It  is  further  the  opinion  of  the 
committee  that  in  these  “hard  times” 
special  caution  should  be  exercised  by 
I  mission  churches  in  asking,  and  by  our 
Presbyteries  in  recommending,  aid. 
Further,  that  the  self-supporting 
churches  in  our  Synod  be  directed  to 
the  great  disproportion  between  their 
home  expenses  ($307,063),  and  their 
contributions  to  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions  ($10,983),  i.  e.,  we  spend 
thirty  dollars  per  head  on  ourselves  to 
every  dollar  we  spend  on  Home  Mis¬ 
sions. 

Sjuotl  ol  Pittsburg. 

As  a  Synod  we  send  our  greeting  to 
jail  our  Home  Missionaries  wherever 
they  are  laboring.  We  pledge  them 
our  earnest  prayers  and  hearty  support. 

S.vnDil  or  lIiin  islHirK, 

W iiereas,  The  Board  of  Home  Mis¬ 
sions  is  deeply  in  debt  and  the  efficiency 
of  their  work  greatly  impaired  by  the 
deficiency  of  the  treasury  ;  and,  where¬ 
as,  the  advance  of  our  country  during 
the  past  century  is  largely  due  to  the 
influence  of  the  Church  ;  therefore, 

Resolved ,  That  we  urge  upon  our 
ministers,  that  they  again  and  again 
press  the  claims  of  this  department  of 
church  work  upon  their  churches,  and 
endeavor  to  secure  a  Centennial  offer¬ 
ing  for  this  work. 

To  utilize  all  our  resources  and  edu¬ 
cate  our  children  both  to  pray  and  to 
give  for  the  evangelization  of  their  own 
land,  we  urge  that  our  Sabbath-schools 
be  enlisted  in  this  work. 

We  would  recommend  that  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  Home  Missions  be  given  a  place 
in  the  monthly  concert  in  all  our 
churches. 

Synod  of  Mielilg-aii. 

The  interests  of  (he  Boards  were  at¬ 
tended  to  with  much  earnestness,  the 


committees  for  the  most  part  having 
digested  the  business  with  great  care. 
Secretary  Kendall,  a  host  in  himself, 
represented  the  Home  Work.  The 
Synodical  Home  Missionary,  the  Rev. 
Calvin  Clark,  is  now  one  of  the  oldest 
laborers  in  the  State,  but  he  is  one  of 
those  that  never  die.  He  is  as  abund- 
int  in  labors  as  ever  ;  his  natural  force 
ibateth  little.  His  is  a  wonderfully 
rreen  old  age.  Without  his  presence 
he  Synod  would  hardly  recognize  its 
dentity.  Whoever  else  fails  to  be 
present,  he  never  does.  Nor  does  he 
ever  fail  to  enlist  the  sympathy  of  the 
brethren  and  othfr  auditors.  May  his 
shadow  never  grow  less. 

Synod  of  Wisconsin. 

In  a  half  day’s  discussion  upon  Home 
Missions,  so  thorough  that  it  was  mani¬ 
festly  honest,  and  yet  so  harmonious  in 
conclusions  as  to  show  no  one  had  any 
aim  but  “the  promotion  of  the  cause, 
the  Synod  adopted  the  bureau  for  un 
employed  ministers  and  vacant  church¬ 
es,  and  constituted  the  Stated  Clerk  and 
Synodical  Missionary  as  its  chairman. 

It  directed  the  Presbyteries  to  assist 
feeble  congregations  or  missionary 
churches  wherever  it  may  seem  needful 
to  develop  their  own  home  resources, 

1  by  proposing  plans  or  measures  for  that 
end,  and  aiding  them  to  carry  them  out. 

It  requested  the  Board,  if  consistent,  to 
amend  their  rules  for  “applications  ’  by 
striking  out  the  words  “more  than  two 
months,”  as  tending  to  encourage  the 
dilatoriness  it  forbids.  It  favored  the 
Home  Mission  service  and  gifts  through 
the  women  and  children.  And.it  de¬ 
vised  measures  which  are  charged  upon 
the  Presbyteries,  for  raising  for  Home 
Missions  next  year  _  a  sum  befitting 
our  nation’s  Centennial  Y ear,  and  also 
provided  for  two  discourses  at  the  next 
meeting,  setting,  for  this  grand  work  in 
its  connection  with  our  nation,  the  Ke\. 
John  M.  Leon,  of  Beloit,  to  present 
“The  benefits  and  blessings  to  our 
church  and  nation  through  Home  Mis¬ 
sions  in  the  past.  ’  Rev.  D.  E.  Bierce, , 
of  Beloit,  to  show  “the  necessity  of 
Home  Missions  to  our  nation  for  the 
future  Rev.  B.  CL  Riley,  Synodical 
Missionary,  presented  an  account  of  his 
work,  and  the  need  of  such  services, 
and  the  Board  was  requested  to  appoint 
him  another  year. 

Synod  of  3Iissonri» 

On  the  afternoon  of  Friday  the  cause 
of  Home  Missions  came  up  upon  the 
reading  of  the  report  of  our  Synodical 
Missionary,  and  a  most  animated  dis- 
1  cussion  followed,  continuing  until  noon 
!  next  day.  This  cause  concerns  us 
more  than  any  other — bread  and  butter 
being  largely  dependent  upon  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  our  work  in  the  chuiclies  and 
upon  the  aid  given  us  by  the  Board. 
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There  are  but  nine  or  ten  self-sustain-  ] 

ing  churches  in  the  State,  out  of  two 
hundred  and  ten,  served  hy  ninety-three 
ministers  or  vacant.  All  others  must 
receive  aid,  or  for  the  most  part  do 
without  preaching.  Sometimes  the 
churches  are  so  distant  from  each  other 
they  can  not  be  grouped  into  -pastor- 
j  ates  and  served  by  one  man. 

The  Synod  was  openly  and  emphatic¬ 
ally  commended  for  its  devoted  spirit 
of  self-denial  by  Dr.  Dickson,  who  was 
present  and  occupied  the  time  on  Fri¬ 
day  evening.  To  speak  of  this  address 
(two  hours  long)  as  a  masterly  effort, 
and  as  at  times  grandly  eloquent— as  it 
was — wiH  convey  to  readers  but  little 
idea  of  its  real  power.  The  Secretary 
must  be  heard  (under  similar  surround¬ 
ings)  in  order  to  be  appreciated.  Not¬ 
withstanding  the  decided  discrepancy 
in  view  between  him  and  some  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Synod  on  one  point,  he  was 
listened  to  very  attentively  and  with 
great  profit  by  all. 


WOMAN'S  WORK  IN  THE  SYN¬ 
ODS  AND  PRESBYTERIES. 

While  urging  increased  interest  and 
attention  in  general,  the  committee 
would  recommend  the  organization  < 
Women’s  and  Children’s  Home  Mission 
Societies  in  all  our  congregations. 
This  plan  has  been  successful  in  the 
Foreign  Work,  we  believe  it  would  be 
equally  successful  in  the  Home  Work. 

Synod  of  Albany. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Synod  recommend 
to  the  Presbyterian  Churches  under  its 
care,  to  take  such  measures  as  may  be 
necessary  to  secure,  at  as  early  a  period 
as  practicable,  the  establishment,  in 
connection  with  all  our  churches,  of  a 
Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society. 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three 
be  appointed  to  nominate  a  committee 
of  ladies  who  shall  be  requested  to  take 
charge  of  the  organization  of  a  Synod¬ 
ical  Woman’s  Society  of  Home  Mis¬ 
sions. 

Synod  of  Wisconsin. 

Recommended  Home  Mission  ser¬ 
vice  and  gifts  through  the  women  and 
children. 

Synod  of  Pittsburg. 

The  work  of  women  and  of  Sabbath- 
schools.  We  would  warmly  encourage 
the  women  of  our  congregations,  and 
our  Sabbath-schools  to  co-operate  in 
this  work.  We  would  recommend  the 
Presbyteries  to  consider  the  practica¬ 
bility  of  the  organization  of  a  Woman’s 
Home  Missionary  Society  within  each 
of  their  bounds,  to  be  formed  out  of  so¬ 
cieties  within  the  different  churches  ; 
these  local  societies  either  to  be  wholly 
or  in  part  auxiliary  to  the  Woman’s 
Home  Missionary  Society  recommended 
bj  the  last  General  Assembly. 
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Synod  of  HarrUbarp 

That  in  accordance  with  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  last  General  Assem¬ 
bly,  we  recommend  to  our  Presbyteries, 
and  that  they  encourage  the  formation 
of  Woman’s  Home  Mission  Societies 
wherever  practicable. 

That  conventions  on  this  subject  be 
held  in  our  several  Presbyteries. 

That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
nominate  a  committe  of  suitable  ladies 
to  take  charge  of  the  preliminary  or¬ 
ganization. 

Presbytery  of  St.  I.ani'f iKf. 

The  following  paper  was  also  adopted, 
and  the  following  clergymen  appointed 
a  committee  to  further  its  objects,  viz  : 
Revs.  L.  M.  Miller,  D.D.,  N.  J.  Conk¬ 
lin,  and  James  Gardner. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  great  in¬ 
terests  of  our  Home  and  Foreign  fields 
and  work  are  one,  and  the  further  fact 
that  there  are  two  societies  having  the 
same  object,  covering  “Woman’s  Work 
for  Woman,”  the  one  in  Philadelphia 
and  the  other  in  New  York  ;  and  that 
in  their  practical  working  they  some¬ 
times  produce  a  clashing  of  interests 
among  the  churches  ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  in  the  judgment  of 
this  Presbytery,  it  is  desirable  to  have 
one  society  that  should  take  charge  of 
the  “Woman’s  Work”  in  the  Foreign 
fields,  and  the  other  society  in  the  Home 
fields. 

Presbytery  of  West  Virginia 

Recommended  the  organization  of 
Woman’s  Missionary  Societies  in  all 
their  churches  with  a  view  to  the  form¬ 
ation  of  a  Presbyterial  Society  in  the 1 
spring,  to  include  both  Home  and  For¬ 
eign  Missions. 

The  Presbytery  of  Ciiiilkoilie 

Has  resolved  that  every  minister  in  ac¬ 
tive  service  shall  spend  at  least  one 
Sabbath  in  missionary  labor.  This 
Presbytery  has  also  formed  a  Woman’s 
Presbyterial  Missionary  Society,  offi¬ 
cered  as  follows :  President,  Mrs. 
George  Carpenter ;  A'ice-Presidents, 
Mrs.  R.  K.  Campbell,  Miss  Mary  Gage, 
Mrs.  Warren  Taylor,  Mrs.  Bella  Ustiek, 
Mrs.  W.  J.  McSurely,  Mrs.  Aaron  Sey¬ 
mour,  and  Mrs.  James  May  ;  Corre¬ 
sponding  Secretary,  Miss  Anna  Ustiek; 
Recording  Secretary,  Mrs.  Henry  W. 
Biggs ;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Peter  Platter. 
It  was  made  the  duty  of  the  President, 
assisted  by  the  Vice-Presidents,  to  visit 
the  churches,  aud  endeavor  to  secure 
the  organization  of  an  auxiliary  society 
in  each. 

Alliens  Presbytery 

Has  just  held  its  best  meeting,  “owing 
to  the  co-operation  of  the  noble,  Chris¬ 
tian  women.”  A  “Woman’s  Presbyte¬ 
rial  Missionary  Society”  was  formed, 
which  meets  again  with  the  Presby¬ 
tery  next  spring  in  the  church  of 
Pomeroy.  The  officers  of  that  society 


are:  President, ’Mrs.  F.  B.  Addy,  of' 
Marietta  ;  Vibe-President,  Mrs.  L.  W. 
j  Ballard,  of  Athens ;  Secretary,  31  rs. 
Rev.  L.  N.  Woodruff,  of  Amesville. 

Presbytery  of 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Home 
3Iissions  made  a  report,  from  which  we 
give  the  following:  “In  reference  to 
the  communication  from  the  Secreta- 
j  ries  of  the  Home  Board,  the  Committee 
would  recommend  that,  in  view  of  the 
great  indebtedness  of  the  Board,  the 
churches  contribute  liberally  to  this 
cause  ;  that  Woman’s  Home  3Iission 
organizations  be  established  wherever 
it  is  found  practicable,  and  that  our 
Sabbath-schools  make  a  special  effort 
some  time  during  the  year  for  this  ob- 
|  ject.” 

Presbytery  of  Maumee. 

I  The  Home  3Iission  Committee  recom¬ 
mended:!.  That  any  of  our  churches 
that  can  possibly  reach  a  condition  of 
self-support,  even  at  expense  of  an  extra 
sacrifice  on  the  part  of  the  members,  are 
exhorted  to  do  so.  2.  That  in  each  of 
our  churches  a  Home  3Iission  service 
shall  be  held  by  the  pastor,  assisted  by 
such  of  the  brethren  as  the  session  of 
the  church  may  be  able  to  secure,  and 
j  that  a  collection  be  taken  at  that  time 
for  the  Board  of  Home  hlissions. 

Presbytery  resolved  that  the  church¬ 
es  be  urged  to  organize  “Ladies’  3Iis- 
sionary  Societies,”  and  that  Rev.  James 
Quick  and  wife  be  requested  to  address 
the  ladies  in  a  circular  letter  on  the 
importance  of  such  organizations. 

It  was  also  resolved  that  each  of  our 
churches  be  invited  to  send  a  lady  dele¬ 
gate  to  Toledo  at  the  time  of  our  next 
regular  meeting  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a  ^Presbyterial  hlissionary  So¬ 
ciety. 

Presbytery  of  Murion. 

The  report  on  benevolence  showed 
that  the  Woman’s  Presbyterial  Society 
for  3Iissions  is  doing  an  excellent  work 
for  that  cause.  Several  of  our  Sabbath - 
schools  are  giving  regularly  to  the 
cause  of  Missions  also. 

Presbytery  of  Belief  intaine. 

A  Woman’s  Presbyterial  31issiott 
Society  was  formed,  and  the  first  public 
meeting  will  be  held  during  the  spring 
meeting  in  Bellefontaine.  Churches 
desiring  information  may  address  3Iiss 
Emmie  Dean,  Secretary,  Kenton,  Ohio. 


Presbyterial  and  Synodical  Commit¬ 
tees  for  Woman’s  Work  for  Home 
Missions. 

The  recommendation  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  1876,  to  Presbyteries  and 
Synods,  that  they  annually  appoint  a 
committee  of  ladies,  who  shall  be  the 
Central  Executive  Committee  of  Wo- 


mam’s  Home  3Iission  Work,  for  that 
Presbytery  or  Synod  ;  securing  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  auxiliary  societies,  present¬ 
ing  approved  plans  of  conducting  them, 
watching  over  their  interests  and  pro¬ 
moting  their  efficiency,  was  acted  upon, 
by  many  of  them,  at  their  last  fall  meet¬ 
ings.  Those  that  neglected  it,  last  fall, 
should  see  that  it  is  attended  to  at  the 
approaching  fall  meeting.  Let  every 
Presbytery  and  every  Synod  on  the 
continent,  without  exception,  wheel  into 
line  and  secure  an  efficient  working 
committee,  who  will  make  it  their 
special  business  to  see  that  the  work  is 
fully  organized  in  every  congregation 
within  their  jurisdiction. 

The  action  of  the  last  General  As¬ 
sembly,  in  indorsing  previous  recom¬ 
mendations  with  reference  to  woman’s 
work  for  Home  hlissions,  and  authoriz¬ 
ing  the  Home  Mission  Board  to  con- 
mission  lady  missionaries  to  the  idola¬ 
trous  women  of  Arizona,  the  degraded 
and  ignorant  women  of  New  Mexico, 
and  the  zenana  work  of  Utah,  opens  up 
a  wide  field  for  enlisting  the  sympathies 
of  Christian  women.  It  is  advisable 
that  the  Synodical  Committee  should 
be  composed  of  at  least  one  lady  from 
each  Presbytery  of  the  Synod — each 
lady  having  the  general  oversight  of 
woman’s  work  in  the  Presbytery  which 
she  represents. 

The  Synodical  Committee  shall  have 
the  management  of  women’s  and  chil¬ 
dren’s  work  for  Home  Missions  within 
the  bounds  of  the  Synod,  under  the 
general  direction  of  the  Secretaries  of 
the  Assembly’s  Board,  such  as  organiz¬ 
ing  societies  in  churches  and  bands  in 
Sabbath- schools — supplying  them  with 
information,  circulars,  etc. — assisting 
them  in  laying  out  their  work,  suggest- 
ing  approved  methods  of  conducting 
them,  and  in  various  ways  watching 
over  their  interests  and  promoting  their 
|  efficiency. 

The  Committee  should  make  an  an¬ 
nual  report  both  to  the  Synod  and  to 
the  Assembly’s  Board  at  New  York. 

SUBDIVISION  OF  PRESBYTERIES. 

At  the  discretion  of  the  Synodical 
Committee  of  Ladies,  the  churches  of 
each  Presbytery  may  be  divided  up 
into  groups  of  ten  or  twelve  churches, 
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and  a  lady  appointed  for  each  group, 
who  will  consent  to  visit,  at  her  own 
expense,  each  one  of  the  churches  in 
her  group  at  least  once  during  the 
Synodical  year,  and  confer  with  the 
ladies  of  the  same,  concerning  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  home  work.  It  being 
understood  that  in  each  congregation 
they  shall  first  secure  the  permission, 
and,  as  far  as  possible,  hearty  co-opera¬ 
tion  of  the  pastor  and  session,  in  any 
proposed  movement. 

COUNTRY  CHURCHES*, 

And,  as  the  case  in  some  country 
churches,  wherever  it  may  not  be  ex¬ 
pedient  to  organise  a  society,  have  the 
pastor' or  session  nominate  a  lady,  who 
shall  be  the  Home  Mission  correspond¬ 
ent  of  the  ladies  of  that  church,  keep¬ 
ing  the  Synodical  Committee  informed 
of  the  Home’Mission  movements  of  the 
church,  and  be  the  local  agent  of  the 
Committee  for  disseminating  the  nec-j 
essary  information  among  the  ladies  of 
the  congregation. 

In  many  such  cases  it  may  be  advis¬ 
able  to  circulate  among  them  little 
“paper  boxes,”  or  banks  prepared  for 
the  purpose,  to  receive  the  constant 
contributions  of  the  household,  the  con¬ 
tents  of  which  can  be  gathered  quarter - 

iy- 

ANNUAL  MEETING.  , 

For  mutual  conference,  comparison 
of  work,  formation  of  plans,  etc.,  it  will 
be  well  for  the  Synodical  Committee  to 
have  an  annual  meeting.  It  may  also 
add  to  the  interest  of  the  work  for  the 
ladies  of  individual  Synods  to  take  up 
individual  fields,  like  Minnesota,  Texas, 
New  Mexico,  Arizona,  Utah,  Washing¬ 
ton  Territory,  etc. 

FUNDS. 

The  contribution  of  each  individual 
organization  should  be  sent  directly  to 
0.  D.  Easton,  Esq.,  P.  0.  Box  3,863, 
New  York  City,  N.  Y.,  and  the  ladies’ 
or  children’s  organization  will  receive 
separate  credit  therefor,  and  the  amount 
thus  contributed  can  be  reported  to  the 
Synodical  Committee. 

CANVASSINU  COMMITTEE. 

In  each  organization  there  should 
be  a  Canvassing  Committee  to  secure 
subscriptions  to  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Presbyterian,  at  fifty  cents  a  year 
for  each  subscriber. 

The  reading  of  this  Home  Mission 


paper  will  supply  the  information  and 
furnish  the  materials  for  making  so¬ 
ciety  meetings  both  profitable  and  in¬ 
teresting.  Wherever  regularly  read, 
it  largely  increases  the  money  contri¬ 
butions  to  the  cause. 

For  the  successful  working  of  the 
Synodical  Committee,  all  will  depend 
upon  the  executive  ability  and  personal 
consecration  of  the  ladies  composing 
these  committees.  They  should,  as  far 
as  possible,  be  prominent  in  their  re¬ 
spective  Presbyteries,  enthusiastic  in 
the  work,  and  with  sufficient  means  to 
meet  the  necessary  expenses  of  postage 
and  traveling.  Their  accepting  such 
an  appointment  should  be  felt  to  be  a 
personal  dedication  of  themselves  to 
the  work. 


WOMAN’S  WORK  / % If 

We  commend  "the  following  action 
of  the  last  Assembly  to  the  careful 
and  kind  attention  of  ministers, 
churches,  and  presbyteries,  but  espe¬ 
cially  to  all  the  Christian  women  in  our 
communion. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopt¬ 
ed  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Assembly  recom¬ 
mend  to  pastors  and  elders  the  forma¬ 
tion,  in  all  our  churches,  of  Women  s 
Mission  Circles,  in  connection  with  our 
Home  and  Foreign  Mission  Boards, 
that  thus  all  the  Christian  women  of 
our  Church  may  be  actually  interested 
in  the  great  missionary  cause,  to  the 
deepening  of  their  own  piety,  as  well 
as  the  enlargement  of  our  evangelistic 

work.  _  ,  „  .  . 

In  view  of  the  difficulty  of  giving 
time  to  the  management  of  additional 
Societies,  in  some  localities,  the  propos¬ 
al  has  come  to  us,  kfrom  a  highly  influ¬ 
ential  quarter,  “that  the  women  of  ev¬ 
ery  ch'urch  (so  far  as  possible)  should 
give  special  attention  to  raising  money 
for  our  Home  Board  two  months  every 
fall ;  for  example,  October  and  Novem¬ 
ber  (or  November  and  December). 
This  would  give  time  at  least  to  hold 
one  meeting  to  present  the  object  and 
to  make  collections,  also  for  the  put¬ 
ting  up  of  boxes  by  those  wishing  or 
able  to  work  only  in  this  way.” 


Report  of  Dr.  R.  R.  Rooth .  Chairman  of  Committee  on 
Woman’s  Work,  to  Hoard  of  Foreign  Missions. 

The  Committee  in  relation  to  woman’s  work  in  connection  with 
the  Board  would  report : 

I. — That  on  page  161  of  the  Annual  Report  full  statistics  in 
relation  to  that  work  may  be  found  ;  and  further,  that  in  this 
method  of  cooperation  the  following  points  are  established  : 

1 .  The  appointment  of  the  Missionary  by  the  Board. 

2.  The  designation  of  her  field  by  the  Board. 

It  is  also  to  be  noticed  that  the  Women’s  Boards  are  all  aux¬ 
iliary  to  this  Board. 

II.  — That  the  Synod  of  New  York  at  its  late  meeting  took 
measures  to  unify  women’s  work  for  home  missions  throughout 
the  State  by  the  appointment  of  Presbyterial  Committees  who 
have  already  met  and  formed  a  Synodical  Committee  for  the 
whole  State.  The  Synod  also  appointed  a  committee  of  gentle¬ 
men  to  advise  with  the  ladies  of  our  Church  in  their  different 
organizations  for  prosecuting  woman’s  work,  as  to  the  best 
methods  for  securing  efficiency  in  that  direction. 

III. — That  the  “  Ladies’  Board  of  Missions  of  New-York,” 
having  these  facts  in  view,  have  decided  to  relinquish  their  home 
work  and  to  engage  entirely  in  foreign  work. 

IV.  That  they  have  taken  this  step  in  the  interest  of  harmony 
and  with  the  hope,  induced  by  assurances  of  your  committee,  that 
the  influence  of  this  Board  would  be  exerted,  so  far  as  is  wise,  to 
secure  an  efficient  union  of  all  agencies  engaged  in  woman’s  work 
within  the  bounds  of  the  Synod  of  New  York. 

Having  these  facts  in  view  and  appreciating  highly  the  value 
of  woman’s  work  in  the  cause  of  foreign  missions,  your  commit¬ 
tee  would  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions  : 

That,  inasmuch  as  the  Ladies’  Board  of  Missions  of  New 
York,”  which  has  heretofore  been  auxiliary  both  to  the  foreign 
and  Home  Boards,  has  now  in  view  of  the  recent  action  of  the 
Synod  of  New  York,  constituting  a  Synodical  Committee  of 
Home  Missions,  decided  to  act  altogether  as  a  foreign  missionary 
organization,  and 

Whereas,  it  is,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Board,  very  desirable 
that  there  should  be  unity  of  effort,  among  the  women  of  our 
Church,  within  the  bounds  of  this  Synod  for  this  cause,  therefore 
Resolved.,  That  this  Board  would  look  with  favor  upon  such  a 
union  between  the  “  Ladies’  Board  of  Missions  of  New  York 
and  the  “  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Board  of  the  late  Synod 
of  Albany  and  Troy,”  and  any  local  organizations  in  the  State 
now  associated  with  the  “  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Associa- 
|  tion  of  Philadelphia,”  as  would  be  likely  to  establish  one  har¬ 
monious  organization  for  the  furtherance  of  foreign  missions  in 
the  Synod  of  New  York  among  Presbyterian  women.  And  to 
this  end,  further 

Resolved ,  That  we  advise  that  measures  be  taken  by  the  above 
named  societies,  either  through  mutual  conference  or  in  any  way 
deemed  by  them  expedient  to  so  arrange  their  plans  and  methods 
of  work  as  to  accomplish,  in  the  shortest  convenient  time,  such  a 

union. 

Resolved  further,  That  in  view  of  this  desire  and  anticipated 
union  of  the  various  interests  relating  to  woman’s  work  within  the 


bounds  of  the  Synod  of  New  York,  it  be  suggested  to  the 
“  Women’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  Philadelphia  ”  to  con¬ 
sider  whether  it  would  be  expedient  to  hold  its  proposed  annual 
meeting  at  Syracuse,  in  this  State,  and  that  that  Board  be  in¬ 
formed  that  no  recommendation  to  that  effect  has  been  issued 
from  this  Board.  R.  R.  BOOTH,  Chairman. 


Woman’s  Synodical  Committee  of  Home  Missions. 

The  Woman’s  Synodical  Committee  of  Home  Missions,  ap¬ 
pointed  at  Utica  in  October,  met  in  New  York  on  Wednesday,  • 
December  13th,  being  called  together  by  Rev.  Howard  Crosby, 

D.  D.,  Moderator  of  the  Synod.  The  following  offieers  were 
unanimously  elected  : 

President,  -  -  -  Mrs.  J.  L.  Graham,  New  York. 

First  Vice-President,  -  -  Mrs.  D.  R.  James,  Brooklyn. 

Second  Vice-President,  -  -  Mrs.  L.  M.  Kimball,  Buffalo. 

First  Cor.  Secretary,  -  Miss  E.  M.  Wheeler,  New  York. 

Second  Cor.  Secretary,  -  Mrs.  B.  F.  Potter,  Schenectady. 

Recording  Secretary,  -  -  Mrs.  G.  C.  Geisley,  Hudson. 

^Treasurer,  ...  Miss  O.  B.  Walsh,  Stamford,  Conn. 

Of  the  eighty-five  members  of  the  committee,  twenty-two  were 
present  and  excuses  for  non-attendance  were  received  from  forty- 
two  others.  Reports  of  work  for  home  missions  during  the  last 
year  were  received  from  the  following  Presbyteries  :  Albany, 
Brooklyn,  Buffalo,  Cayuga,  Chemung,  Hudson,  Long  Island,  New 
York,  North  River,  Otsego,  Rochester,  Steuben,  Syracuse,  Troy, 
Utica  and  Westchester.  It  was  stated  that  sixteen  Presbyteries 
are  working  for  home  missions  in  connection  with  the  Ladies’ 
Board  of  Missions,  and  would  continue  to  do  so  during  the  bal7 
ance  of  the  year  (which  closes  in  April),  when  probably  some 
change  will  be  made.  In  response  to  inquiries,  the  president 
said  that  the  Synod  had  appointed  this  committee  to  take  charge 
of  the  work  for  home  missions  done  by  the  women  of  the 
churches  within  its  bounds,  and  that  the  details  were  left  with 

♦Miss  Walsh  has  declined  to  serve,  her  time  being  fully  occupied  with  other  duties. 

them.  They  would  consult  with  the  Woman’s  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Home  Missions  and  send  reports  of  their  work  to  its 
secretary,  and  the  treasurer  of  the  Synodical  Committee  would 
transmit  contributions  to  its  treasurer.  A  Committee  on  Resolu¬ 
tions  was  appointed,  and  their  report,  after  some  discussion  and 
amendment,  was  finally  adopted,  as  follows  : 

1st.  Resolved,  That  the  officers  of  the  Synodical  Committee  be  | 
requested  to  draw  up  plans  of  work  for  Home  Missions,  and  suggest 
the  same  to  the  women  in  the  churches  of  the  Synod  of  New  York. 

2d.  Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  committee  be  urged  to 
secure  the  organization  of  a  Presbyterial  Society  of  Home  Mis¬ 
sions,  each  in  her  own  Presbytery,  where  such  a  society  is  not 
already  at  work.  That  where  such  a  society  is  organized  to  work 
for  foreign  missions  as  well,  no  change  in  this  method  be  recom¬ 
mended. 

3d.  Resolved,  That  the  officers  of  this  Synodical  Committee 
prepare  a  circular  explaining  the  plan  of  work  adopted,  and  also 


the  needs'  of  the  work  Tor’nome  missions,  given  by  the  General 
Assembly  to  the  women  of  the  church— this  circular  to  be  gen¬ 
erally  distributed  in  the  Synod  of  New  York,  and  to  be  presented 
at  the  annual  meetings  of  societies  in  1883. 

It  was  decided  to  hold  an  afternoon  meeting  at  three  o’clock, 
and  to  invite  Rev.  Drs.  Roberts  and  Jackson  to  address  the  com¬ 
mittee  and  that  the  meeting  should  be  preceded  by  a  half  hour 
of  prayer.  The  president  appointed  Mrs.  D.  R.  James  to  take 
charge  of  the  meetings  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  committee  ad¬ 
journed.  On  assembling  in  the  afternoon,  Mrs.  James  conducted 
the  prayer  meeting,  which  was  followed  by  an  account  of  his 
recent  visit  to  Alaska  from  Dr.  Jackson.  Dr.  Roberts  then  spoke 
of  the  work  among  the  Mormons,  and  opportunity  was  given  for 
asking  questions  in  regard  to  these  subjects.  Votes  of  thanks 
were  passed  to  Rev.  Dr.  Crosby  for  his  services  at  the  morning 
session,  to  the  trustees  of  the  church  for  the  use  of  the  rooms, 
and  to  Rev.  Drs.  Roberts  and  Jackson  for  their  addresses.  After 
prayer  by  Dr.  Roberts  and  the  singing  of  the  Doxology,  the  com¬ 
mittee  adjourned  until  called  together  again  by  the  president. 


V*  E  propose  that  ohr  columns  on  this 
third  page  shall  be  as  “an  instrument 
of  ten  strings,”  to  be  touched  upon  by 
many  hearts  and  fingers,  all,  we  trust, 
in  accord  with  the  spirit  of  the  whole 
1  paper,  as  it  sounds  the  alarm  in  many 
a  various  note  as  to  the  needs  of  our 
own  land.  Let  but  the  chords  all  be 
attuned  to  the  one  perfect  key-note  of 
“the  love  of  Christ  constraineth  us,” 
and  the  purest  harmony  will  be  evolved. 
The  echoes  even  now  come  back  to  us 
in  words  of  cheer  and  sympathy,  re¬ 
sponding  most  encouragingly  to  the 
efforts  begun  by  our  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee.  A  few  extracts  only  can  be 
given  : 

From  Synod  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.  : 

I  am  truly  glad  the  Woman’s  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  of  Home  Missions  has 
been  appointed.  The  Church  has  felt 
the  need  of  a  central  head  to  organize 
and  lay  out  work,  with  the  sanction  of 
the  Home  Board.  However  efficient, 
independent  and  voluntary  societies 
may  be,  they  are  not  known  by  the 
Church  at  large,  and  there  are  many 
smaller  societies  scattered  throughout 
the  Church  that  need  guidance  and 
stimulation.  The  ladies  of  the  whole 
Church  must,  if  possible,  be  organized 
for  Home  Mission  work.  The  success 
of  the  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary 
Society  of  Philadelphia  has  shown  one 
way  in  which  it  can  be  done.  Judging 
from  our  own  valley,  I  would  say  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  auxiliaries  of  that  Society 
nave  been  organized  through  the  efforts 
of  returned  missionaries  visiting  the 


churches.  If  some  such  agency  could  j 
be  employed  for  the  Home  Board,  I 
would  have  greater  faith  that  interest 
would  be  enlisted  than  if  the  work  is 
left  to  the  pastors  and  synodical  com¬ 
mittees.  1  desire  that  our  Society 
should  work  through  your  Committee, 
and  be  guided  by  you,  as  I  am  confi¬ 
dent  that  by  united  and  organized  effort 
you  can  accomplish  much  more  efficient 
work. 

From  Synod  of  Nebraska  : 

I  will  be  very  glad  to  receive  from 
you  any  advice  or  information  that  you 
can  send  that  you  think  will  help  keep 
up  and  increase  the  interest  in  Home  I 
Missions.  Ignorance  is  at  the  root  of 
much  apparent  apathy. 

We  hope  these  friends  will  take  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Presbyterian,  and 
eDjoy  a  continued  supply  of  “informa¬ 
tion”  needed. 

From  Synod  of  Illinois  North  : 

I  have  just  received  your  circular,  a 
“private  letter,”  addressed  to  the  women 
of  pur  Church,  and  can  not  find  words 
to  express  my  sincere  gratitude  to  God, 
that  a  central  permanent  organization 
for  Woman’s  Work  in  Home  Missions 
has  been  effected.  I  have  long  felt  that, 
as  women,  we  could  do  no  efficient  work 
without  it.  God’s  providence  is  wom¬ 
an’s  inheritance,  and  his  providence 
has  been  long  pointing  in  this  direc¬ 
tion.  “The  temple  might  be  built,  but 
the  walls  of  Jerusalem  could  not  be 
completed  till  Shallum  and  his  daugh¬ 
ters  built so  the  advance  temples  of 
our  Presbyterianism  may  be  erected ; 
yet,  in  God’s  providence,  many  a  stone 
in  the  fortifications  must  be  laid,  and 
many  a  breach  closed  by  woman’s  work. 


Y0& 


I  am  glad  to  see  the  plan  adopted  of 
sending  teachers  to  the  zenanas  of 
Utah,  tor  they  are  there  as  well  as  in 
India  ;  to  the  huts  and  hovels  of  New 
Mexico,  for  they  are  there  as  well  as  in 
China;  and  I  hope  a  full  supply  will 
reach  far-away  Alaska,  to  teach  the 
mothers  and  girls  to  make  Christian 
homes,  which  shall  soon  join  hands  with 
Christian  homes  in  Japan,  and  thus 
Home  and  Foreign  Missions  meet  in 
the  distant  East. 

Woman’s  work,  so  early  recognized 
by  the  Christian  Church,  has  been  the 
spring  buried  beneath  the  ruins  of  Pom¬ 
peii,  flowing,  hidden  and  noiseless,  till 
the  workman’s  hammer  has  unearthed 
it ;  now  it  refreshes  every  toiler,  and 
the  work  is  more  rapidly  done.  .  .  . 
Let  me  bid  you  a  hearty  and  prayerful 
“God-speed”  in  leading  up  the  women 
of  our  Church  to  accept  this  open  door 
of  God’s  providence  as  our  special  in¬ 
heritance. 

From  the  Synod  of  Kansas : 

I  desire  to  express,  in  some  measure, 
the  great  satisfaction  I  feel  on  account 
of  the  organization  of  the  “Executive 
Committee.”  I  had  felt  very  keenly 
the  great  need  of  effort  on  the  part  of 
Christian  women  for  the  evangelization 
of  our  own  land,  while  I  rejoice  in  the 
great  interest  they  were  taking  in  for¬ 
eign  lands.  I  will  not  enlarge  on  this 
subject,  but  will  simply  say  my  views 
are  entirely  in  accord  with  the  views  of 
the  Committee,  as  expressed  in  their 

circular.  I  had  been  reading  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Presbyterian,  and 
usually  found  something  of  interest  to 

read  at  our  monthly  meetings . 

I  think  we  are  likely  to  do  pretty  well, 
and  am  persuaded  that  /that  we  do  give 
will  be  the  result  of  exertion  and  self- 
denial. 

Truly  such  gifts  will  be  acceptable 
unto  our  Lord,  and  in  his  hands  be 
turned  to  rich  account  for  the  benefit 
of  others. 

Thinking  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Presbyterian,  if  circulated  in  our 
midst,  might  greatly  promote  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  Domestic  Missions,  we  succeed¬ 
ed  in  getting  up’aa  club  several  months 
ago,  and  are  looking  for  good  results. 

We  are  glad,  as  a  Committee,  we  are 
responsible  for  so  small  a  part  of  this 
paper,  for  on  this  account  we  can  the 
more  readily  urge  subscriptions  to  it, 
knowing,  in  any  case,  as  a  whole,  that, 
where  read,  it  must  help  secure  persist¬ 
ent  effort  to  spread  the  gospel  over  our 
land. 

From  Synod  of  Toledo,  0. 


Most  cordially  and  lovingly  does  my 
heart  respond  in  the  great  and  good 
work  in  which  you  are  engaging.  Earn¬ 
estly  do  I  ask  that  you  may  be  guided 
by  “wisdom  from  above”  in  carrying 
on  the  Home  Mission  work,  and  that 
this  newly  organized  Committee  for 
woman’s  work  may  be  a  power  for  good 
“above  all  that  we  ask  or  think.” 

j  We  thank  this  dear  Christian  sister, 
and  many  others  who  have  said,  “We 
pray  for  you.”  In  no  other  way  can 
you  as  efficiently  speed  the  work,  and 
in  reality  cause  that  out  of  our  very 
weakness  we  may  be  made  “strong  in 
,  the  Lord.”  Let  us  all  pray  for  each 
1  other. 

From  Synod  of  Geneva  comes  a  mes¬ 
sage  of  like  encouragement : 

We  will  remember  especially  the  sea¬ 
son  of  prayer  indicated.  My  heart  is 
in  the  great  work  of  Home  Missions. 
We  pray  and  hope  for  God’s  blessing 
upon  his  own  work,  and  upon  ycu  in 
attempting  to  carry  it  forward.  God 
bless  and  redeem  our  sin-ruined  world. 

From  Synod  of  Western  New  York  : 

I  will  cheerfully  send  circulars  if  you 
desire.  I  beg  pardon  for  my  delay  in 
writing,  and  wish  you  success  in  all 
work  that  shall  help  bring  in  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Christ. 

From  Synod  of  Michigan  : 

Your  circular  is  received,  and  con¬ 
tents  pondered  over  with  feelings  of 
sympathy  and  gladness.  As  soon  as  we 
feel  that  we  can,  we  will  be  ready  to 
enter  into  the  work  with  you  heart  and  i 
hand. 

children's  work. 

Several  letters  received  speak  of  work 
for  Home  Missions  begun  by  the  chil¬ 
dren.  A  children’s  fair  was  held  in 
one  of  the  valleys  of  New  Jersey,  and 
§60  realized  toward  building  some  mis¬ 
sion  premises  much  needed  in  Utah- 
Let  us  hear  promptly  from  any  Alaska 
clubs  formed  among  boys. 

The  New  \  ork  Daily  TFttaess,  a  paper 
which  in  its  weekly  issue  is  sent  by  the 
kindness  of  the  editor  to  many  of  our 
home  missionaries,  speaks  thus  (Feb. 
24th)  of  our  special  work  : 

A  .Great  missionary  Work  and  Willing 
Workers. 

We  have  received  a  circular  from 
the  Woman’s  Executive  Committee  of 
Home  Missions  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  which  shows  great  earnestness 
on  the  part  of  the  ladies.  Nor  can 
they  be  too  earnest,  for  not  only  are 
there  multitudes  ot  careless,  reckless 


beings  in  the  new  States  and  Terri¬ 
tories  to  be  saved  by  the  gospel,  but 
the  country  itself  is  to  be  saved  from 
the  grossest  errors  and  most  frightful 
commotions  and  crimes — of  which  we 
had  a  taste  at  Pittsburg — by  the  same 
all-sufficient  remedy.  The  appeal  of 
this  Committee  should  not  only  induce 
the  women  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
to  respond  with  alacrity  and  zeal,  but 
should  stimulate  those  of  every  other 
evangelical  denomination  to  new  or  in¬ 
creased  efforts  in  behalf  of  Home  Mis¬ 
sions. 

Why  should  we  move  in  this  matter  ? 
A  few  brief  answers  only  can  be  given 
here  : 

In  order  to  glorify  Christ  our  Lord 
in  the  redemption  of  this  great  land. 

To  obey  his  command  to  carry  tho 
gospel  into  all  the  world,  of  which  our 
country  is  part,  beginning  at  Jerusa¬ 
lem,  Judea  and  Samaria. 

To  bring  salvation  to  the  perishing. 

To  secure  Christian  privileges  for 
our  own  children,  as  they  move  away 
from  home  influences. 

To  deliver  women  from  the  worse 
than  slavery  in  which  they  are  now 
found  in  Utah,  Alaska  and  elsewhere. 

To  prepare  this  land  to  be  the  great 
light-bearer  to  the  nations.  While 
never  relaxing  in  efforts  for  Foreign 
Missions,  all  must  see  how  important 
it  is  in  regard  to  them  that  the  home 
supplies  should  be  kept  up.  The  very 
success  of  the  work  abroad  creates  de¬ 
mand  for  new  contributors  to  carry  it 
forward. 

Then  the  gospel  alone  can  deliver 
our  land  from  the  terrors  of  Commun¬ 
ism  and  the  evils  of  intemperance. 
Self-defense  calls  upon  all  to  help  in 
Home  Missions.  l)o  not  be  afraid  to 
use  this  plea  with  every  true-hearted 
citizen  who  desires  to  save  our  coun¬ 
try  and  our  very  homes.  The  Church 
has  been  neglected  in  the  pursuit  of 
wealth.  Read  Haggai  i.  5-11,  and  see 
there,  perhaps,  the  secret  of  our  ‘‘hard 
times.” 

Again,  if  we  do  not  give  the  gospel 
to  the  United  States,  who  will  doit? 
Not  England  nor  Scotland,  nor  any 
European  nation.  It  is  shut  up  to  us, 
and  we  to  it. 

We  thank  God  many  of  the  women 
of  our  Church  have  already  worked  for 
years  in  this  home  field,  and  many  more 
are  now  asking  very  earnestly  just  what 
to  do.  In  the  first  place,  do  not  wait 
for  others,  Regin  and  “continue  in 


prayer,”  in  secret  and  with  others. 
Consecrate  yourself  anew,  dear  sister.. 
You  will  be  surprised  to  find  in  how 
many  ways  the  Lord  will  have  need  of 


you. 

Just  now  help  in  the  erection  of  mis¬ 
sion  premises  among  the  Mormons  of 


Utah,  the  Mexicans,  Indians,  and 
Pueblos  of  New  Mexico  and  Arizona, 
and  the  native  race  of  Alaska,  is  espe¬ 
cially  called  for.  These  are  at  once 
|  used  as  preaching  stations.  It  is  hoped 
j  each  will  become  the  necleus  for  a 
church. 

The  plan  of  late  adopted  by  the  Board 
of  Home  Missions  of  employing  Chris- 
j  tian  women  as  teachers  in  Utah,  Alaska 
and  elsewhere,  affords  an  appropriate 
outlet  to  the  sympathy  awakened  among 
the  women  of  our  Church  in  view  of 
the  needs  of  our  country.  Educational 
advantages  are  as  much  called  for  in 
some  of  our  Western  Territories  as  in 
|  heathen  lands. 

Mrs.  J,  McNair  Wright  sends  the 
following  extract  from  the  remarkable 
'missionary  address  made  by  Rev.  W. 
Fleming  Stevenson,  last  June,  before 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  in  Ireland.  His  words 
are  indeed  most  stirring,  and,  if  applica¬ 
ble  to  British  Christians,  how  much 
more  so  to  us  on  this  Western  Conti¬ 
nent,  where  there  is  yet  so  much  land 
to  be  possessed  for  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ : 


In  pleading  for  the  Foreign  Mission, 
it  is  not  to  draw  your  attention  from 
the  other  mission  work  of  the  Church. 
Even  in  the  interests  of  this  vast  under¬ 
taking  it  is  essential  that  we  should 
begin  at  home.  Just  in  proportion  as 
the  life  of  the  Church  among  us  is  not 
being  purified,  and  touched  by  spiritul 
fervors,  we  shall  fail  to  influence  the 
world  beyond.  There  are  missionaries 
that  go  out  from  us  other  than  those 
whom  we  ordain.  For  every  one  that 
is  set  apart  by  the  Church  there  are 
hundreds  of  men  and  women  who  leave 
our  homes  for  the  East,  and  when  these 
carry  with  them  the  aims  and  habits  of 
a  holy  life  the  greatest  of  all  conquests 
will  draw  nigh.  There  is  no  opposition 
between  our  missions,  no  room  for  any 
anxious  or  jealous  rivalry.  And  if  there 
is  one  mission  which  comes  first,  it  is 
surely  that  at  home,  that  which  lies 
among  our  own  neighbors,  and  in  our 
;  own  land.  It  is  that  which  is  pecu¬ 
liarly  the  work  that  God  has  given  us, 
and  from  which  nothing  must  distract 
us  until  the  simple  truth  of  God  is  as 
free  and  as  well  known  in  one  part  of 
the  island  as  in  another.  There  is  the 
pressing  need  of  the  sustentation  of  our 
ministry  and  the  endowment  of  our  col¬ 
leges,  our  zeal  for  the  lost  sheep  of  the 
house  of  Israel,  our  loving  care  for 
those  that  have  gone  out  from  us  to 
swell  and  found  new  churches  in  the 
colonies,  our  sympathy  for  those  who, 
at  many  points  of  the  continent,  are  I 


engaged  in  a  struggle  that  we,  of  all 
others,  should  help,  because  we  know 
it.  These  are  of  the  most  vital  import¬ 
ance.  It  is  the  heart  of  the  Church 
that  must  be  touched,  and  when  the 
heart  is  renewed  and  quickened  all  will 
benefit,  and  the  strength  of  the  pulse 
be  felt  in  every  mission.  To  sustain 
one  work  at  the  cost  of  another  would 
be  no  real  strength  to  that  work  and 
no  real  gain  to  the  Church.  Each  mis- 
j  sion  has  its  own  individuality,  and  it 
must  have  its  own  place  in  the  affec¬ 
tions  of  our  people,  but  all  our  missions 
are  the  one  house  of  Christian  service, 
and  if,  by  our  appeals,  we  were  to  divide 
from  one  another,  the  house  would  not 
stand. 

Sir,  I  do  not  value  the  sentimental 
sympathy  that  is  produced  by  a  distant 
land  and  a  dark  face.  If  this  noble 
mission  to  the  heathen  is  to  be  worthily 
carried  on,  it  will  only  be  when  the 
roots  of  our  sympathy  sink  down  into 
principle,  into  faith  and  love.  Let 
there  be  no  gift  withdrawn,  no  look  or 
prayer  withheld  from  the  great  mission 
at  our  doors  and  the  other  missions 
God  has  given  us  beyond. 


WOMAN'S  WORK.  nr) 

Ladies,  who  are  wasting  their  sym¬ 
pathies  on  novels,  and  shedding  their 
ready  tears  over  imaginary  heroes, 
would  do  well  to  look  about  them  for 
the  real  heroes  and  martyrs  writhing 
under  the  foot  of  humanity  near  their 
own  doors.  They  should  remember 
that  thousands  of  their  own  sex  are 
shut  up  in  the  zenanas  of  Utah — every 
generous  impulse  trampled  down,  every 
aspiration  crushed  out,  and  all  the 
powers  of  their  being  brutalized.  Or¬ 
ganize  and  hasten  to  their  relief  ! 

Woman’s  Work  for  Home  Mis¬ 
sions  at  tiie  General  Assembly. _ 

The  series  of  missionary  meetings,  held 
in  connection  with  the  General  Assem¬ 
bly,  at  Chicago,  culminated  in  interest 
on  Friday  afternoon,  at  Hershey  Hall, 
in  a  meeting  of  ladies,  in  behalf  of  wom¬ 
an’s  work  for  women  in  this  land.  The 
attendance  was  by  far  the  largest  ever 
had  upon  a  similar  occasion. 

Hev.  Timothy  Hill,  D.D.,  gave  a 
glowing  account  of  the  progress  of 
Home  Mission  work  among  the  In¬ 
dians  in  the  Indian  Territory. 

Hev.  H.  Stratton,  of  Oregon,  and 
Rev.  John  Rea,  of  Washington  Terri¬ 
tory,  and  Rev.  W.  C.  Rommel,  of 


Montana  Territory,  warmed  all  hearts 
into  earnest  sympathy  with  the  work 
in  the  great  true  Northwest. 

Rev.  D.  J.  McMillan  spoke  of  the 
condition  of  women  in  the  zenanas  and1 
harems  of  Utah,  and  Rev.  J.  M.  Ro¬ 
berts  of  their  condition  in  New  Mex¬ 
ico. 

Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson,  just  returned 
from  a  six  weeks’  missionary  tour  among 
the  ancient  Aztecs  and  idolaters  of  New 
Mexico  and  Arizona,  exhibited  some  of 
the  idols  worshiped  in  that  section,  and 
made  an  appeal  to  the  Christian  women 
of  the  Church  in  behalf  of  the  degraded 
and  idolatrous  women  of  t|}eir  own 
land. 

Rev.  Henry  Kendall,  D.I).,  presided, 
and  introduced  the  speakers. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  opin¬ 
ions  of  those  entering  the  hall,  none 
could  leave  it  without  being  deeply  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  urgent  necessity  of 
greater  activity  on  the  part  of  the  la¬ 
dies  in  behalf  of  Home  Missions.  And 
many  returned  to  their  homes,  deter¬ 
mined  to  do  what  they  could  toward 
securing  efficient  Ladies’  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  organization  in  their  own  church. 

The  action  of  the  General  Assembly, 
in  authorizing  the  Home  Mission  Board 
to  commission  lady  teachers  and  Bible 
readers  to  Utah  and  New  Mexico,  and 
the  knowledge  that  the  work  was  ac¬ 
tually  commenced,  increased  the  inter¬ 
est  of  the  meeting.  There  is  an  ear¬ 
nest  call  for'  twelve  lady  missionaries 
for  Utah,  and  as  many  more  for  the 
work  among  the  Mexicans  and  Aztecs 
of  New  Mexico  and  Arizona. 

Ladies  wishing  to  enter  the  work  in 
Utah  should  address,  inclosing  refer¬ 
ences  and  recommendations,  Rev.  Dun¬ 
can  J.  McMillan,  Mount  Pleasant,  San 
Pete  County,  Utah. 

Ladies’  Societies  desiring  to  support 
a  lady  missionary  in  Utah  at  $300  per 
year,  or  one  in  New  Mexico  and  Ari¬ 
zona  at  $500  per  year,  should  address 
Drs.  Kendall  and  Dickson,  23  Center 
Street,  New  York  City. 

Action  of  tiie  Presbytery  of 
Shenango. — Inasmuch  as  the  Lord’s 
work  is  the  same,  whether  carried  on  at 
home  or  abroad,  and  inasmuch  as  the 
women  of  our  Church  are  working  so 


I  well  in  behalf  of  the  foreign  field,  we 

therefore,  as  a  Presbytery,  in  view  of 

need  for  work  at  home,  earnestly 

request  our  sisters  to  give  this  home 

work  a  place  side  by  side  in  their 

I  and  pra^ers  with  their  work  in 

the  foreign  field. 

D.  C.  Reed,  S.  C. 

I  The  ladies  anl&Tbbath-schools  of 
I  fche  Presbyterian  Churches  of  Colo¬ 
rado  propose  raising  $500  for  the 
establishment  of  a  new  mission,  at  the 
Aztec  Pueblo  of  Zuni,  in  New  Mexico, 
on  the  edge  of  Arizona. 

The  Ladies’  Home  and  Foreign 
Mission  Society  of  Brooklyn.  N.  Y. 
have  undertaken  the  support  of  a  new 
mission  in  Utah. 

The  ladies  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Council  Bluffs  are  considering  the 
establishment  of  a  mission  in  Utah  or 
Arizona. 

Ladies  of'  Presbyterial  Societies 
wishing  to  undertake  the  support  of 
lady  missionaries  in  the  home  work 
should  address  Drs.  Kendall  and  Dick- 
ison,  23  Center  Street,  New  York  City, 
or  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson,  Denver,  Col! 

Progress  of  Woman’s  Work  for  Home 
Missions  In  oilier  I>enomiuations. 

BAPTIST. 

Providence,  May  25.— The  last  day 
of  the  Baptist  national  anniversaries 
commenced  with  an  adjourned  meet- 
mg  of  the  Woman’s  Plome  Missionary 
Society.  Several  addresses  were  made, 
urging  the  importance  of  the  work 
women  can  do  among  the  Freedmen, 
Indians,  etc.,  and  notice  was  given 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  would 
sPeQd  the  greater  portion  of  the  present 
year  traveling  through  the  country  or¬ 
ganizing  local  societies  for  the  prosecu¬ 
tion  of  this  work. 

UNITED  PRESBYTERIANS. 

Sparta,  Ill.,  May  24.— The  General 
Committee  of  Home  Missions  of  the 
Cnited  Presbyterian  Church,  which  has 
been  in  session  at  Coultersville,  Ill.,  for 
the  past  week,  held  an  adjourned  meet- 
in  this  place,  last  evening,  at  4  o’clock. 

This  Committee  has  control  of  the 
entire  mission  work,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  General  Assembly.  In 
view  of  the  transfer  by  the  United 
States  Government  of  the  Warm 
Springs  Indian  Agency,  in  Oregon,  to 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  the 
sum  of.  $1,500  was  appropriated  to 
that  Mission,  and  the  appointment  of 


the  missionary  and  matron  recom¬ 
mended. 

CONGREGATIONAL. 

At  the  recent  annual  meeting  of 
the  Ohio  State  Association  a  call  was 
made  for  a  W Oman’s  Board  of  Home 
Missions. 

METHODIST. 

We  clip  the  following  from  the 

Rocky  Mountain  Advocate : 

A  year  ago  we  urged  some  of  our 
friends  *of  the  “Woman’s  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society,”  to  strike  out  the  word 
Foreign  from  their  Society,  so  they 
could  work  in  the  Territories,  and  in 
the  Southern  States. 

Some  thought  best,  but  most  did  not 
favor  it. 

In  the  foreign  and  home  work  the 
India  Conference,  by  resolution,  re- 1 
quested  a  division. 

The  General  Conference  did  not 
approve.  We  still  believe  it  best  to  be 
done,  and  hope  it  will  be  done. 

We  also  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  would  be  for  the  best  to  have  a 
Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society. 

There  is  a  wide  and  important  field 
in  Utah  and  adjoining  Territories  and 
Mexico  ;  also  in  the  Southern  States,  to 
work  for  the  elevation  of  their  sex. 
We  not  only  want  women  missionaries, 
but,  as  in  the  foreign  field,  we  need 
women  teachers  in  our  day-schools. 

Such  a  Society  need  not  in  the  least 
interfere  with  the  “Woman’s  Foreign 
Missionary  Society,”  no  more  than 
that  Society  does  with  the  parent  So¬ 
ciety.  We  believe  that  aids  the  pa¬ 
rent  Society,  and  we  believe  this  would 
aid  both.  We  again  repeat  that  it 
seems  to  us  that  a  division  in  the  parent 
Society  would  be  an  additional  impetus 
to  the  whole  work. 

We  also  believe  that  it  would  at  least 
add  one  third  to  the  general  collection 
to  have  them  taken  separately. 

After  reaching  the  conclusions  to 
which  we  have  referred,  there  came  to 
our  aid  the  following  resolutions  from 
the  Louisiana  Conference,  held  at  New 
Orleans. 

^ 

The  facts  are,  there  is  an  earnest  call 
for  a  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Socie¬ 
ty  in  all  our  home  work. 

Several  ladies  have  put  themselves  in 
correspondence  with  us  about  working 
in  the  Rocky  Mountain  field.  We  have 
been  obliged  to  refuse  all  encourage¬ 
ment  to  applicants  for  this  work  al¬ 
though  we  need  teachers  and  missionary 
helpers  beyond  measure  in  all  these 
parts. 

We  have  the  work,  but  we  have  not 
got  the  funds.  Fifteen  ladies  adapted 
to  teaching  and  mission  work  could  be 
successfully  employed  had  we  the 
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means. 

We  join  the  Foreign  Missions  and  our 
friends  at  New  Orleans  and  appeal  to 
the  Church  to  provide  the  means,  and 
send  us  the  devoted  Christian  women, 
who  are  knocking  at  our  doors  for  the 
privilege  of  laboring  in  our  work. 

We  are  not  asking  for  new  and  un¬ 
tried  forms,  but  simply  to  let  the  ladies 
have  a  definite  mode  of  work  in  our 
home  field. 

The  abundant  success  of  woman’s 
work  in  every  branch  of  Christian  en¬ 
terprise  has  been  more  or  less  recognized 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  from 
its  very  beginning.  This  kind  of  work 
has  largely  increased  in  the  last  four 
years  until  we  have  indeed  many  a 
“Lady  Maxwell”  and  “Lady  Hunting- 
ton”  doing  missionary  and  evangelical 
work. 

In  the  Church  of  to-day  there  are  in¬ 
deed  “of  honorable  women  not  a  few.” 
Their  work  as  missionaries,  teachers, 
and  evangelists  is  a  record  worthy  of 
!  her  sex. 

!  The  “Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary 
Society,”  of  our  Church  and  other 
churches,  hase  proved  beyond  a  doubt, 
the  importance  of  employing  women  as 
missionaries  and  teachers  in  our  mis¬ 
sionary  fields.  They  have  also  proved 
that  they  are  able  to  collect  and  dis¬ 
burse  large  sums  of  money  in  such  spe¬ 
cial  work,  in  the  most  economical  and 
successful  manner.  This  they  have  done 
without  interfering  or  lessening  the 
amounts  given  to  the  regular  missionary 
work  and  other  collections  of  the 
Church.  Our  opinion  is,  that  their 
success  rather  increases  the  other  col¬ 
lections. 

In  looking  over  the  home  field  we 
are  deeply  impressed  with  the  need  of 
woman’s  help  amohg  the  women  and 
children. 

We  now  ask,  with  all  earnestness, 
what  can  be  done  for  the  outlying  por¬ 
tions  of  our  land.  Territories  which 
will,  by  and  by,  be  great  and  wealthy 
States,  with  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
population,  are  before  us. 

If  it  is  polygamy  and  its  kindred 
evils,  that  we  find  in  Japan,  China, 
India,  and  Turkey,  then  Utah  demands 
the  attention  of  the  ladies  of  the  Church. 
Thirty  thousand  mothers  are  either  in 
this  semi-barbarous  evil,  or  exposed  to 
it. 

Thirty  thousand  girls  are  soon  to  be 
added  to  this  number,  unless  truth, 
God  and  the  Church  save  them.  Shall 
the  Church  sitidly  down  and  allow  this 
mountain  region,  with  its  climate, 
better  than  Southern  France  or  North¬ 
ern  Italy  ;  with  a  mountain  scenery 
more  attractive  than  Switzerland  or 
Scotland  ;  with  a  wealth  of  gold,  silver 
copper,  lead,  iron,  coal  and  salt,  un¬ 


equaled  by  the  same  amount  of  terri¬ 
tory  in  our  own  land  or  any  other,  be 
built  up  and  peopled  by  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  religious  polygamists,  aris¬ 
tocratic  lords  and  priests  and  their  serfs. 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  Church  to  give 
the  example  and  moral  power  of  a  pure 
gospel. 

No  more  important  work  can  be 
found  in  the  whole  broad  field  of  the 
Church.  W.  Carver. 


WOMAN'S  HOME  MISSION  OR¬ 
GANIZATION.  >r?)  \ 

BY  JULIA  M*'NAIR  WRIGHT. 

To  the  Woman’s  Home  Mission  Committee 
of  the  Synod  of  Pittubni  g, 

Friends  in  Christ  Jesus  : 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  ad¬ 
dress  you  as  those  who  have  come  to¬ 
gether  to  confer  concerning  the  further 
upbuilding  of  the  kingdom  of  our 
Lord  and  Master,  in  our  own  land. 
In  the  first  century  of  the  Church,  “de¬ 
vout  women”  labored  continually  in 
word  and  work,  with  the  apostles  and 
evangelists ;  so  Phebe  went  up  and 
down  on  the  errands  of  Christianity ; 
Priscilla  shared  the  toils  of  Paul,  and 
helped  to  instruct  Apollos;  Julia, 
Mary,  Tryphena,  the  mother  of  Rufus, 
and  many  more,  laid  the  foundations 
of  the  Church  at  Rome,  and  the  godly 
succession  of  the  women  of  the  Old 
Testament  Church,  was  from  Mary  and 
Elizabeth  nobly  carried  on  in  the  New. 
After  so  good  a  beginning  the  darkness 
of  the  dark  ages,  and  the  influence  of 
Rome,  almost  destroyed  woman’s  work 
in  the  Church.  Until  the  present  cen¬ 
tury,  except  for  a  few  special  instances, 
which  “shine  as  lights  in  the  world,” 
women  seem  almost  to  have  withdrawn 
from  active  Christian  labors.  “The 
times  of  this  ignorance  God  winked  at, 
but  now  commandeth  all  men  every¬ 
where  to  repent.”  It  is,  my  dear  sis¬ 
ters,  because  of  this  long  hiatus  in 
women’s  Christian  work,  that  we  find 
it  now  so  difficult  to  persuade  all  the 
women  of  our  Church  to  that  diligent 
and  constant  laboring  for  Christ,  which 
is  their  instant  duty.  We  are  almost 
in  the  first  generation  of  actively  work¬ 
ing  Christian  women.  It  is  very  dif¬ 
ficult  to  bring  those  forward  in  wise 
and  zealous  working,  who  have  not 
from  chidhood  been  trained  as  workers; 


for  such  have  many  prejudices  to  com¬ 
bat,  and  many  new  things  to  learn ; 
and  this,  let  me  say  to  you,  is  probably 
one  reason  why  women’s  work  in  For¬ 
eign  Missions  is  so  much  more  vigor¬ 
ously  carried  on,  and  so  generally  more 
popular  than  in  other  lines  of  Chris¬ 
tian  duty ;  because  the  foreign  field 
was  the  first  field  that  awoke  the  active 
interests  of  our  Church,  and  which 
gave  woman  something  to  do  ;  where 
women  went  forth  and  toiled  and  con¬ 
quered  and  died,  and  their  story  came 
home  to  us,  and  we  as  children  were 
stirred  up  to  that  work.  May  the 
blessings  of  God  be  largely  upon  it ! 
Because  of  this  active  and  earlier  in¬ 
terest  that  has  been  created,  organiza¬ 
tion  for  Foreign  Mission  work,  and  in¬ 
terest  in  Foreign  Mission  work  has  gone 
beyond  that  in  Home  Missions.  Now, 
these  activities  and  loves  of  our  Chris¬ 
tian  women  should  be  equally  draw  n 
out  to  each  of  these  branches  of  mis¬ 
sions.  Home  and  Foreign  Missions 
should  be  like  the  two  hands,  or  the 
child  at  home,  and  the  child  from 
home,  no  difference  in  affection  known 
between  them.  But  as  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  work  seems  to  have  moved  in  the 
advance,  and  as  you,  my  sisters,  have 
met  to  help  bring  Home  Missions  into 
line  in  the  forward  march  of  the  armies 
of  our  Lord,  let  me  write  to  you  a  few 
words  on  three  points  which  naturally 
arise  out  of  what  I  have  just  said  to 
you. 

1st.  Our  duty  of  being  actively  in¬ 
terested  in  Home  Missions. 

2d.  The  virtue  that  there  is  in  organ¬ 
ization. 

3d.  The  need  of  training  our  chil¬ 
dren  as  co-workers  with  us  in  this 
field. 

First,  my  Christian  friends,  you  re¬ 
member  the  proverb  concerning  Mr. 
Talkative,  “A  saint  abroad,  and  a 
devil  at  home.”  Mow,  we  can  not 
gain  prestige  as  a  Christian  nation  by 
sending  the  gospel  over  seas,  while  we 
suffer  a  mob  of  heathen,  infidels,  free¬ 
thinkers,  Sabbath-breakers,  God-de- 
spisers,  and  man-haters  to  live  un¬ 
warned  in  our  very  midst.  China  herself 
will  begin  to  reason  concerning  us, 
that  China  in  America  is  just  as  much 
our  business  as  China  in  Asia.  Again, 


if  we  neglect  to  evangelize  our  own 
country,  we  must  remember  that  abroad 
we  shall  be  represented  by  the  un¬ 
evangelized,  as  well  as  by  the  Church, 
and  that  the  representation  will  be  in 
proportion  to  the  respective  numbers 
of  the  godly  and  ungodly  in  our  own 
land.  If  we  neglect  to  cultivate  piety 
here,  when  we  send  forth  men  and 
women  as  servants  of  Christ  to  <jur 
missions,  we  shall  also  send  out  to  nul- 
j  lify  their  work,  sailors,  merchants,  ad¬ 
venturers  of  all  kinds,  who  are  the 
|  servants  of  Satan,  permitted  to  grow 
up  as  such  in  our  own  midst ;  thus,  by 
the  lack  of  home  work,  we  shall  go  far 
to  destroy  our  foreign  work.  “A 
house  divided  against  itself  can  not 
stand.” 

We  must  also  see  it  our  duty  to  be 
heartily  interested  in  Home  Missions, 
because  if  we  search  the  Scriptures  we 
shall  see  that  God  always  requires  of 
people  attention  to  the  work  nearest 
at  hand.  “That  repentance  and  re¬ 
mission  of  sins  should  be  preached  in 
his  name  to  all  people,  beginning  at  Je¬ 
rusalem .”  Now,  to  all  intents  and  pur¬ 
poses,  we  find  each  our  Jerusalem  in 
our  own  neighborhood  or  country ,  and 
thence ,  as  far  as  we  are  concerned,  the 
circle  of  our  teaching  must  widen  out. 
It  is  our  duty  as  women  to  feel  as  much 
interested  in  Home  Missions  as  in  any 
other  work,  because  women  are  work¬ 
ing  in  the  home  field ;  women  are  de¬ 
prived  of  gospel  consolations  there ; 
women  in  New  Mexico  and  Utah,  and 
in  all  our  Western  border,  are  dying  in 
heathenism  for  want  of  the  gospel. 
We  are  our  sisters’  keepers  as  much  as 
Cain  was  his  brother’s  keeper.  As 
friends  and  neighbors  we  are  interested 
in  home-spreading  of  the  gospel,  be¬ 
cause  our  friends  and  neighbors  have 
gone  into  the  bounds  of  that  field,  and 
need  churches;  as  mothers,  we  are  in¬ 
terested;  what  guarantee  have  we  that 
our  own  sons  and  daughters  will  not 
take  up  their  abode  in  the  Western 
territory,  and  possibly  perish?— be¬ 
cause  we  had  not  sent  a  gospel  there  to 
meet  them.  As  patriots  we  are  inter¬ 
ested — if  our  country  is  ruined  it  will 
be  by  an  unevangelized  South  and  West 
!  — when  its  wealth  and  numbers  can  de¬ 
stroy  the  balance  of  power. 
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/ /  '  f  Second,  my  friends,  if  anything  is 

worth  doing  in  this  work,  it  is  worth  j 
doing  well ;  and  it  can  only  he  well  , 
done  when  it  is  work  organized,  and 
systematically  carried  on ;  spasmodic 
work  is  poor  work;  order  is  forceful; 
united,  continuous  effort  is  the  effort  I 
that  tells.  Organize,  then,  in  every  | 
congregation ;  unite  these  branches 
under  one  Presbyterial  organization, 
and  the  various  Presbyterial  organiza¬ 
tions  into  one  Synodical,  and  the  Syn-  I 
odical  organizations  into  one  grand 
organization  of  the  whole,  with  its 
yearly  elected  head,  and  its  yearly 
elected  committee  for  hands,  and  this 
head,  and  these  hands,  shall  keep  the 
whole  in  order,  in  harmony,  in  ef¬ 
ficiency. 

There  is  abundance  of  good  work¬ 
ing  force  in  our  Church,  in  every  con¬ 
gregation  of  our  Church,  if  it  only 
shall  be  developed,  and  it  can  only  be 
developed  usefully  by  organization. 
It  is  needless  to  talk  in  behalf  of  the  I 
excellence  of  organization;  everything1 
that  God  has  made  declares  that  to  us. 
If  we,  the  women  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  will  unitedly  and  systemat¬ 
ically  lay  hold  on  this  work  of  Home 
Missions,  the  gospel  will  speedily  be 
proclaimed  in  every  nook  and  corner 
of  the  land.  True,  God  can  do  this 
without  us ;  but  so  much  the  worse  for 
us  if  it  is  done  without  us. 

Third,  and  lastly,  my  sisters,  let  us, 
on  this  subject,  soon  be  able  to  congrat¬ 
ulate  each  other,  as  John  of  the  elect 
lady,  “I  rejoiced  greatly  when  I  saw 
of  thy  children  walking  in  the  truth.” 
We  have  in  our  children  the  lever  that 
shall  move  the  world ;  it  depends  upon 
our  Christian  common  sense  which  way 
they  shall  move  it.  If  we  love  this 
Home  Mission  work,  and  would  have  it 
go  on,  we  must  train  our  children  to 
carry  it  on;  if  we  love  our  children, 
and  would  put  them  in  the  line  of 
God’s  blessing,  we  must  make  them 
workers  in  this  cause  ;  if  we  love  Christ, 
then  we  must  consecrate  to  him  our 
best  treasures,  our  children,  in  this  his 
special  work.  And,  my  sisters,  if  our 
children  are  to  be  trained  for  this 
work,  the  training  must  begin  with  the 
very  earliest  years  of  their  lives  ;  it 
must  be  earnest,  practical,  teaching 


them  to  do,  and  deny  themselves  for 
the  sake  of  doing ;  we  must  create  a 
living  interest  by  bringing  them  into 
contact  with  the  field;  we  must  be 
continuous  in  our  efforts,  and  weary  of 
no  effort  to  keep  the  children’s  en¬ 
thusiasm  in  the  cause  up  to  its  highest 
point. 

And  now,  may  the  God  of  grace 
grant  you  wisdom  to  plan,  will  to  do , 
and  ability  to  execute  your  plans,  and 
!  to  carry  on  this  good  work  unto  the 
day  of  our  Lord. 

Chambersburg,  Pa. 


THE  PRESB  YTERIAN  WOMEN  OF 
NE  WJERSE  Y  IN  COX  1  ENTION. 

At  a  meeting  for  conference  and  j 
prayer  in  regard  to  the  great  work  of 
Home  Missions,  which  was  held  this 
morning  in  the  lecture-room  of  West¬ 
minster  Church,  of  this  city  (Eliza¬ 
beth,  N.  J.),  by  Christian  women  com¬ 
ing  from  within  the  bounds  of  almost 
every  Presbytery  in  this  Synod,  and 
which  was  addressed  by  Rev.  Mr.  Ham¬ 
ilton,  of  Laramie  City,  Wyoming,  and 
Rev.  Thos.  McCauley,  of  Hackctts- 
town,  Moderator  of  the  Synod,  the 
following  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

Unsolved ,  1.  That  we  recognize,  with 
gratitude  to  God,  the  duty  and  privi 
lege  of  helping  to  spread  the  gospel  in 
our  land. 

Resolved ,  2.  That  in  the  plans  in¬ 
dorsed  by  the  last  General  Assembly 
(see  Minutes,  page  144),  and  more  re¬ 
cently  brought  forward  by  the  Board 
of  Home  Missions,  for  the  more 
thorough  and  systematic  organization 
of  woman’s  work,  already  begun  in  this 
direction  ;  also  in  having  “its  opera-  | 
tion  an  integral  part  of  that  Beard” 
(see  recent  Circular),  we  see  great 
promise  that,  by  the  bles3iDg  of  God, 
it  may  be  carried  on  with  greater  effi¬ 
ciency,  permanence  and  enthusiasm. 

Resolved,  3.  That  while  in  the 
making  up  of  “boxes,”  we  find  an  out¬ 
let  not  to  be  dispensed  with,  for  direct 
sympathy  and  communication  with  the 
families  of  our  Home  Missionaries,  we 
yet  believe  that  this  work  needs  regu-  ' 
tation,  and  a  regular  uprooting  of  it  in 
order  to  be  carried  on  to  the  best  ad-  ' 
vantage. 

Resolved,  4.  That  our  efforts  in  Home 

Mis-ions  should  not  be  made  in  a  way 

to  relieve  the  churches  in  any  degree! 
of  their  responsibility  for  the  support 
of  our  Home  Missionaries.  At  the  same 
time  we  believe  that  in  the  raising  of 


funds  to  be  sent  to  our  Board  of  Home 
Missions,  as  special  gifts  to  supplement 
salaries,  now  often,  from  necessity,  so 
small,  we  may  find  a  most  effective 
means  of  lightening  the  toils  of  our 
overworked  Home  Missionary  sisters. 

Resolied,  o.  That  when  the  Board  of 
Home  Missions  finds  it  desirable  to 
help  support  Christian  women  as  teach- 
tts  in  destitute  points  of  our  country, 
not  otherwise  to  be  supported,  such  an 
object  would,  no  doubt,  enlist  warm  co¬ 
operation  on  the  part  of  the  women  of 
our  churches. 

Resolved,  G.  That  a  wider  circulation 
oj  the  Rocky  Mountain  Presbyte¬ 
rian,  published  at  the  West,  where  des¬ 
titutions  most  abound ,  would  be  of  great 
advantage  to  Home  Missionary  work  in 
its  every  phase. 

Resolved,  7.  That  a  copy  of  the  above 
resolutions  be  respectfully  presented  to 
the  Synod  of  New  Jersey,  now  in  ses¬ 
sion,  and  to  the  Board  of  Home  Mis¬ 
sions  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Elizabeth,  N.  J..  Oct.  18,  1878. 


RESOL  UTIONS 

Adopted  by  ttie  Synod  of  New  .Jerery,  Jn 
Session  at  Elizabeth,  N.  .1  .  Oct.  19,  1876 


1.  Resolved,  That  praise  and  thanks¬ 
giving  are  due  to  the  Great  Head  of 
the  Church  for  visiting  the  mission 
fields  within  our  bounds  with  abound¬ 
ing  spiritual  blessings  during  the  year. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Synod  feels  ! 
deeply  the  importance  of  enlisting  early  | 
the  interest  of  the  children  of  the  1 
Church  in  the  work  of  missions,  both 
Home  and  Foreign;  and  they,  there¬ 
fore,  recommend  to  pastors  and  super¬ 
intendents  of  Sabbath- schools  to  secure 
regular  contributions  from  the  children 
to  these  objects  ;  and  they  further  rec¬ 
ommend  that  they  be  encouraged  to 
send  their  contributions  directly  to  the 
Board,  which  have  these  interests  in 
charge. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Synod  ob¬ 
serves  with  great,  satisfaction  the  grow¬ 
ing  interest  of  the  women  of  our  Church 
in  the  work  of  Home  Missions,  and 
commends  the  efforts  now  being  made 
to  secure  a  more  thorough  organization. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  Synod  heartily 
approves  the  plan  of  holding  annual  j 
conventions  of  Christian  women  for  ' 
prayer  and  conference,  in  connection 
with  the  meeting  of  Synod,  and  recom¬ 
mends  that  a  committee  of  women  be 
annually  appointed  by  the  Convention, 
and  reported  to  Synod,  which  shall  be 
a  medium  of  communication  between 
the  Board  of  Home  Missions  and  the 
various  women’s  missionary  organi¬ 
zations  within  our  bounds. 

5.  Resolved,  That  in  order  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  committee  for  the  present  year 


|  until  the  meeting  of  the  next  conven- 
I  tion,  each  Presbytery  be  requested  at 
!  an  early  date  to  name  two  ladies  to 
serve  in  the  interim. 

G.  Resolved,  That  the  Synod’s  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Arrangements  for  next  year 
be  requested,  it  practicable,  to  make 
provision  for  the  Convention  recom¬ 
mended  in  the  foregoing  resolutions. 

7.  Resolved,  That-  Synod  urges  upon 
the  attention  of  Presbytery  the  im¬ 
portance  of  husbanding  the  resources 
of  the  Church,  in  these  times  of  trial, 
by  careful  grouping  of  contiguous  con¬ 
gregations  under  the  care  of  one  min¬ 
ister,  by  the  most  rigid  scrutiny  of  ap¬ 
plications  for  aid,  and  by  stimulating 
the  exertions  of  the  fetble  congre¬ 
gations  toward  self-support. 

Attest:  J-  B.  Davis, 

Stated  Clerk- 


WOMAN’S  WORK  FOR  HOME 
MISSIONS, 

Synod  of  Toledo. 

The  Committees  on  Home  and  For¬ 
eign  Missions  reported  in  favor  of  one 
Woman’s  Society  in  each  church,  to 
take  care  of  both  causes  ;  in  favor  also 
of  Presbyterial  and  Synodical  organiza¬ 
tions  and  unity  of  action. 

Synod  of  Central  New  fork. 

The  following  was  designated  to 
constitute  a  Synodical  Committee  for 
woman’s  work  for  Home  Missions,  viz  : 
Mrs.  Dr.  L.  Merrill  Miller,  Mrs.  Allen 
Butler,  Mrs.  Rev.  Pliny  F.  Sanborne, 
Mrs.  F.  M.  Barrows,  and  Mrs.  Dr. 
Thomas  Street. 

Permanent  Committess  for  1877. 
Home  Missions — Revs.  H.  P.  Collin, 
A.  G.  Beebe  ;  Elder  H.  L.  Miller. 

Synod  of  Kealnrky. 

The  Woman’s  Missionary  Society  of 
Kentucky  made  its  first  annual  report. 
This  Society  collected  during  the  year 
$1,800,  and  divided  it  between  the 
home  and  foreign  fields.  It  has  the 
following  officers  :  President — Mrs.  S. 
J.  Look,  Chestnut  Street  Church, 
Louisville.  Vice-Presidents — Mrs.  S. 
Snodgrass,  Fourth  Church,  Louisville,  ( 
Presbytery  of  Louisville  ;  Mrs.  R.  H. 
Brown,  Springfield,  Transylvania  Pres¬ 
bytery  ;  Miss  J.  P.  Holt,  Lexington, 
Ebenczer  Presbytery.  Secretary  — 
Miss  H.  Quigley,  College  Street 
Church,  Louisville.  Treasurer — Mrs. 
J.  Jones,  Walnut  Street  Church,  Louis¬ 
ville. 

Synod  of  Geneva. 

Mrs.  Niles  called  the  attention  of 
Synod  to  the  fact  that  her  son  was  to 
be  set  apart  to-day  as  missionary  pas¬ 
tor,  and  three  other  young  men,  licen¬ 
tiates  of  our  Synod,  were  to  be  ordain¬ 
ed  to  the  same  work  by  the  Presbytery 
of  Austin,  Texas  ;  and  she  asked  _the 


prayers  of  the  brethren  for  them.  Her 
desire  was  met,  and  on  motion  of  Dr. 
Nelson,  1  Thess.  v.  28  was  telegraphed 
to  the  brethren  at  Austin  as  a  message 
of  greeting  from  the  Synod. 

Next  place  of  meeting  was  consider¬ 
ed,  and  appointed  at  Lyons  ;  and  Dr. 
A.  A.  Wood,  the  pastor,  and  Rev.  A. 
C.  Roe,  of  Clyde,  were  appointed  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  make  arrangements  for  a 
Home  Missions  Convention  during  the 
session  of  Synod. 

Synod  of  Cincinnati. 

The  report  on  Home  Missions  was 
presented  by  Rev.  J.  L.  Russell,  of 
Dayton,  and  after  hearing  it,  Synod 
took  this  action  : 

Resolved ,  1.  That  in  view  of  the 
increasing  demands  of  this  cause,  the 
sessions  of  our  churches  be  urged  to 
stimulate  the  interest  of  the  people  in 
behalf  of  systematic  methods  on  the 
needs  and  importance  of  Home  Mis¬ 
sions. 

2.  That  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
work  of  the  Board,  Presbyterial  Com¬ 
mittees  on  Home  Missions  and  Vacan¬ 
cies  and  Supplies,  Seek  to  so  group 
weak  churches  contiguously  situated, 
as  shall  relieve  the  Board  of  their  care. 

3.  That  woman’s  work  be  stimulated 
by  organizing  societies  which  shall  as¬ 
sist  in  supporting  the  Home  Mission 
cause. 

Prof.  E.  D.  Morris  followed  in  a 
short  address,  commending  the  cause 
to  the  interest  of  the  members,  and  on 
motion  of  Dr.  Morris,  the  Standing: 
Committee  was  instructed  to  nominate 
a  committee  of  women,  who  shall  take 
steps  to  organize  societies  within  the 
bounds  of  Synod. 

Synod  of  Minnesota. 

Already  a  number  of  societies  of 
women  have  been  organized  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  our  larger  churches,  which 
are  rendering  valuable  aid  to  the  cause 
of  missions,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
and  vigorous  efforts  are  now  being  made 
to  extend  this  agency  of  influence. 
Distinct  home  missionary  societies  will 
be  organized  wherever  it  shall  be  deem¬ 
ed  more  advantageous  to  our  domestic 
work,  than  to  unite  both  interests 
under  one  organization,  as  has  in  sev¬ 
eral  instances  been  done,  and  with 
favorable  results. 

Synod  of  Nebra.sha. 

A  Ladies’  Missionary  Society  for  the 
Synod  was  organized  and  approved  by 
Synod. 

The  Synod  of  the  Columbia. 

A  committee  of  three  ladies  from  the 
church  at  Portland  and  one  from  each 
other  church  in  the  Synod  was  appointed 
to  inaugurate  and  oversee  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  Woman’s  Home  Mission 
Societies,  and  to  meet  in  convention  at 


the  next  meeting  of  Synod. 

Synod  of  Tennessee. 

The  contributions  to  Home  and  For¬ 
eign  Missions  of  the  Woman’s  So¬ 
cieties  for  the  past  year  were  over 
8700.  The  President  gave  an  en¬ 
couraging  report  from  the  home  field, 
showing  that  an  excellent  work  is  being 
done  on  the  Cumberland  Mountains  by 
the  Society’s  two  earnest  young  mis¬ 
sionaries,  Rev.  Messrs.  Rodgers  and 
Bicknell.  The  contributions  of  our 
Society  to  the  home  work  are  devoted 
to  this  mountain  field.  The  former 
officers  were  re-elected :  President, 
Mrs.  C.  J.  McClung  ;  Vice-Presidents, 
Mrs.  W.  S.  Doak,  Mrs.  M.  0.  Aiken, 
Mrs.  S.  V.  McCorkle  ;  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  of  Foreign  Missions,  Mrs.  P. 
D.  Cowan ;  Secretary  of  Home  Mis¬ 
sions,  Mrs.  I.  Emery;  and  Treasurer 
of  the  home  field,  Mrs.  C.  J.  McClung. 

The  ladies  of  Tennessee  who  are  en¬ 
gaged  in  this  work  seem  thoroughly 
aroused  to  a  sense  of  their  duty  and 
privilege,  and  we  are  all  grateful  at  the 
end  of  this,  our  third  year,  for  increased 
numbers,  for  more  widely  diffused 
information  and  acquaintance  for  the 
work  at  large,  for  a  deeper,  more  pray- 
I  erful  interest  in  it,  and  for  largely  in¬ 
creased  contributions  of  money. 

Synod  of  Missouri. 

Report  of  Rev.  J.  W.  Allen  :  “I  ( 
would  recommend  the  formation  of  a 
‘Woman’s  Missionary  Society’  in  every 
church,  however  humble,  and  that  we 
seek  to  raise  from  this  source  at  least 
83,000.” 

Presbytery  of  Colorado. 

Mrs.  Delos  E.  Finks,  Mrs.  John  L. 
Glage,  and  Mrs.  T.  E.  Bliss  were  ap¬ 
pointed  a  committee  to  take  the  over- 1 
sight  of  the  Woman’s  Home  Mission 
Society  of  the  Presbytery. 

Presbytery  of  Kuulingtioc. 

The  following  miuute  was  reported 
and  adopted  on  the  subject  of  Home 
Missions,  viz  :  “The  Standing  Com¬ 
mittee  report,  with  sorrow,  that,  while 
the  number  of  church-members  has, 
during  the  last  year,  increased  sixteen 
per  cent.,  the  contributions  to  Home 
Missions  have  been  diminished  thirty- 
eight  per  cent.  In  view6  of  this  fact 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted 
unanimously  : 

“ Resolved ,  1.  That,  .as  a  Presbytery, 
we  will  pray  and  labor  for  the  increase 
of  our  corftributions  to  the  home  mis¬ 
sionary  work  for  the  coming  year.” 

Presbytery  of  West  Jersey. 

The  following  resolution  is  published 
for  pastors  and  their  congregations  : 

“W iiereas,  The  contributions  of  this 
Presbytery  to  the  Board  of  Home  Mis¬ 
sions  during  the  year  ending  April  1, 
1876,  were  less  than  the  average  for 
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several  years,  and  less  than  the  sum  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Board  of  our  own 
missionary  churches  ;  therefore, 

“ Resolved,  That  all  the  churches  are 
hereby  urged  to  increase  their  contri¬ 
butions  to  that  Board.” 


— 
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WHO  IS  THE  WOMAN » 

- Visa-  tvy<t> 

That  W  Oman’s  Board  of  Home  Mis¬ 
sions.  Ihe  workers  for  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sions  are  well  organized  and  recognized 
as  one  of  the  strong  and  reliable  instru¬ 
mentalities  of  the  Church,  without 
which  the  Foreign  Board  would  be  in  a 
bad  plight.  We  now  need  a  woman 
with  energy,  fine  executive  ability  and 
a  heart  full  of  love  for  the  Master’s 
work  to  lead  off  in  organizing  the 
Woman’s  Home  Board.  All  the  ladies 
interested  in  this  work  ought  to  put 
them  selves  in  correspondence  with  the 
home  secretaries,  with  their  propositions 
and  suggestions  The  American  and 
Foreign  Christian  Union  largely  em¬ 
ployed  woman  missionaries  in  home 
work,  and  with  the  most  satisfactory 
results.  They  could  be  employed  much 
more  efficiently  by  our  Board,  because 
each  one  would  work  everywhere  around 
the  nucleus  of  a  church  and  a  pastor. 
She  would  have  a  port  into  which  to 
run  her  prizes,  with  the  certainty  that 
they  would  be  cared  for  and  kept. 
The  women  and  children  of  our  own 
land  are  quite  as  important  to  the  king¬ 
dom  as  those  in  pagan  lands.  This  is 
Oman’s  work.  It  lies  in  the  range  of 

her  affections,  and  the  peculiar  skill  and 
strength  of  her  head  and  heart.  She 
can  accomplish  more  in  this  line  of 
work  than  men  can  do.  Let  it  be  done 
by  women,  from  the  organizing  execu¬ 
tive  to  the  humblest  teacher. — Interior. 


Women’s  Organization  in  the  Presby¬ 
tery  of  Cincinnati. — Mrs.  Dr.  Humphrey 
and  Mrs.  Babbitt,  having  been  appointed  I 
by  the  Synod  of  Cincinnati  for  the  pur- 1 
pose,  called  a  meeting  of  the  ladies  of  that 
Presbytery  for  January  28.  A  Presbyte- 
rial  Society  was  formed,  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  officers :  President,  Mrs.  Robert  Pat. 
terson ;  First  Vice-President,  Mrs.  A.  S. 
Winslow;  Second  Vice-President,  Mrs. 
Alexander  Williamson,  Corresponding  Sec¬ 
retary,  Mrs.  L.  J.  Evans ;  Recording  Sec¬ 
retary,  Mrs.  George  Beecher ;  Treasurer, 
Mrs.  R.  Folsom.  tv>f 


Woman’s  Work  for  Home  Missions  in 


Dayton  Presbytery. 


Our  Society  for  Home  Mission 
Work  was  organized  December,  1872, 
and  is  now  in  a  flourishing  condition. 
This  year  we  tried  to  enlarge  our 
work,  and  have  included  in  it  the 
relief  of  disabled  ministers  and  families 
of  deceased  ministers.  We  have  not 
done  any  less  for  Home  Missions  be¬ 
cause  of  our  new  Work. 

Last  October  the  women  of  our 
Dayton  Presbytery  organized  a  Pres- 
byterial  Woman’s  Missionary  Society — 
to  include  both  branches  of  mission 
work.  The  Foreign  Missionary  Soci¬ 
eties  are  to  report  to  the  Woman’s 
Boards  in  Philadelphia;  the  Home 
Missionary  Societies  to  the  Home 
Board,  23  Centre  Street,  New  York. 
The  Woman’s  Board  of  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sions  has  done  a  wonderful  work  in 
arousing  an  interest  in  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sions  among  the  women  of  our  churches. 
The  Lord  has  blessed  their  noble 
efforts. 

Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  a 
great  help  to  the  cause  of  Home  Mis¬ 
sions  to  have  a  Woman’s  Board'.  An 
organization  of  this  kind  would  make 
woman’s  work  for  missions  in  our 
country  more  systematic  and  efficient. 
Why  does  not  some  one  move  in  this 
direction  ?  We  are  trying,  in  our 
Presbytery,  to  stir  up  the  women  to 
more  activity  in  mission  work  of  all 
kinds,  and  greatly  feel  the  neea  of 
some  change  in  the  present  workings 
of  the  Home  Mission  affairs.  These 
committees,  recommendeci  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly  to  be  appointed  in 
Synods  to  act  as  mediums  of  communi¬ 
cation  between  Societies  and  the  Home 
Mission  Board,  will  not  amount  to 
any  good  results — it  only  complicates 
matters.  But  we  would  like  to  have 
your  opinion  about  this.  If  you  are 
in  this  part  of  the  country  we  would 
be  glad  to  hear  from  you  at  a  Presby- 
terial  Meeting  the  second  week*  in 
April.  The  officers  of  our  Society 
(Third  Street  Presbyterian  Church, 
Dayton,  0.)  are  :  President— Mrs.  Pre¬ 
served  Smith;  Treasurer — Miss  Fannie 
Clarke ;  Secretary— Mrs.  J .  H.  Mont 
gomery.  t 


r.  h.  m 

mi 


T.Y  JULIA  M’NAIK  WRIGHT. 


The  General  Assembly,  last  spring, 
directed  the  Synods  at  their  next  meet¬ 
ing  to  appoint  certain  of  the  active 
Christian  women  within  their  bounds 
to  organize  through  all  the  Presbyteries 
'  committees  of  women  to  carry  forward 
in  orderly,  intelligent,  energetic  and 
thorough  fashion  the  work  of  Domes¬ 
tic  Missions,  that  the  Board  for  whom 
this  work  has  become  too  heavy  might 
have  efficient  support  in  evangelizing 
the  West,  and  that  in  these  years  of 
crises  in  the  history  of  the  United  States 
the  yet  unoccupied  half  of  our  country 
might  he  possessed  for  Christ.  Will 
the  Synods,  at  their  next  meeting, 
make  these  appointments?  Possibly. 
With  what  result?  That  remains  to 
be  proved.  Unless  not  only  a  general 
indifference,  but  worse,  a  general  pre¬ 
judice,  be  done  away  before  those  ap¬ 
pointments  are  made  they  will  be  prac¬ 
tically  null  and  void,  for  neither 
churches  nor  bodies  politic  can  suc¬ 
cessfully  legislate  in  advance  of  public 
opinion. 

My  sisters  in  Christ’s  Church,  let  us 
talk  together  a  little  on  this  theme.  I 
blush  at  bringing  before  you  one  reason 
I  that  has  been  offered  for  the  long  neg¬ 
lect  among  us  Christian  women  of  uni¬ 
versal  or  organized  activity  in  behalf 
of  Domestic  Missions.  It  is  said,  “There 
is  Kothing  in  Home  Missions  to  enlist 
the  sympathies  of  our  workers.”  What 
then  ?  Nothing  to  enlist  sympathy,  so 
long  as  we  are  patriots,  and  own  a  love 
of  country,  and  only  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  has  made  this  eastern  half  of  our 
continent  what  it  is,  and  only  that  gos¬ 
pel  can  make  the  West  of  the  future 
like  the  eastward  States  of  to-day? 
Nothing  to  enlist  our  sympathies.,  when 
we  feel  that  we  are  only  one  division 
of  the  long  march  of  humanity,  and 
arc  bound  before  God  to  toil  for  the 
generations  that  are  to  come?  Noth¬ 
ing  to  enlist  sympathies,  when  we 
are  mothers  and  friends,  and  our  sons 
and  our  neighbors  have  gone  out 
where  there  is  now  no  eye  of  Christian 
love  to  pity  and  no  hand  to  save,  where 
church-bells  never  ring,  psalms  and 


prayers  never  rise,  and  no  evangel  is 
proclaimed  ?  Nothing  to  enlist  our 
sympathies,  when  we  are  women,  and 
there  are  other  women  in  heathenish  J 
bondage,  waiting  for  the  gospel  to  set 
them  free,  among  the  Mormons,  the 
Indians,  the  Mexicans ;  when  our  own 
companions  have  gone  to  live  where 
their  babes  are  unbaptized,  their  sick¬ 
beds  have  no  consolations  of  religious 
teachers,  the  graves  which  they  water 
with  tears  are  blessed  by  no  voice  of 
prayer,  where  Christian  friendship  is 
unknown?  Nothing  to  enlist  our  sym¬ 
pathies,  when  we  are  bought  with  ai 
price,  and  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord ' 
over  our  land  is  incomplete— his  ban¬ 
ners  yet  linger  on  the  nearer  borders  of 
the  West? 

But  again,  my  sisters :  They  tell  me 
that  you  are  too  busy.  The  ladies  of  ) 
Cleveland  said  they  had  seven  causes 
on  their  hands.  God  bless  them,  that 
is  the  very  proof  that  they  can  take 
up  the  eighth,  and  carry  it  on  success¬ 
fully.  When  we  can  do  seven  works  I 
we  can  do  eight.  With  work,  my  sis¬ 
ters,  it  is  as  with  little  ones — our  homes 
and  hands  may  be  full  enough  with 
seven,  and  when  God  sends  the  eighth, 
lo,  if  is  the  very  child  for  whom  a 
place  was  waiting,  and  we  are  no  more 
burdened  than  we  were  before.  They 
tell  me,  “The  women  of  the  Church 
have  a  great  work  for  Foreign  Missions 
on  their  hands.”  Aery  good;  never 
abate  one  jot  of  it;  it  has  taught  you 
how  to  work  unitedly  and  effectively, 
and  exactly  fitted  you  for  this  home 
work.  There  is  that  giveth  and  yet 
increaseth,  and  the  Lord  increaseth  | 
strength  that  is  spent  in  his  service,  , 
We  must  not  make  our  Christian  work  I 
one-sided — all  for  abroad,  and  none,  or 
little,  for  home ;  we  must  make  the 
double  work  move  with  equal  pace. 

But,  dear  friends,  consider  that  this 
work  is  inevitable.  Let  us  cease  de¬ 
murring  about  it  and  go  to  doing.  The 
Lord  means  to  have  it  done :  his  day 
is  hastening,  his  voice  is  imperative.  I 
“llise  up  ye  women  that  are  at  ease.” 
And  more,  press  on  to  greater  under¬ 
takings,  ye  who  are  already  in  the  field. 
The  work  is  to  be  done,  and  we  are  to  do 
it.  Let  us  have  this  honor,  that  we 
were  forward  to  the  service,  and  brought 


to  the  work  of  the  Lord  until  himself 
says  it  is  enough. 

The  time  has  come  when  we  must 
have  more  enterprise  and  action  among 
us  than  merely  to  give  our  few  dollars 
once  a  year  to  the  collection  for  the 
Home  Board  and  to  send  out  a  box  of 
clothing  in  the  autumn.  The  need  is 
great ;  the  work  must  be  enlarged,  and 
not  retrenched,  and  the  women  must 
organize  thoroughly  and  know  what 
they  are  doing  ;  neverslack  their  hands, 
but  keep  every  church  and  every  Sun¬ 
day-school  unitedly  and  cheerfully  at 
work.  When  a  Synod  appoints  Mrs. 
A,  B  and  C  to  undertake  this  work  of 
organizing,  we  do  not  wish  to  see  them 
passing  the  work  over  to  Mrs.  D,  E  or 
F  in  a  sudden  spirit  of  resignation  and 
meekness,  so  that  the  result  will  be 
that  the  work  will  be  rejected  all  along 
the  line,  until  Mrs.  X,  Y  and  Z  leave 
it  to  Mrs.  &c.,  who  is  not  to  be  found, 
and  has  most  likely  gone  on  a  pleasure 
trip.  And  next  year  finds  this  case 
worse  than  it  is  at  present.  No,  hear 
;  the  voice  of  the  Lord  calling  you  to 
action,  and  let  it  be  the  action  of  vig¬ 
orous  common  sense.  Let  every  Synod, 
Presbytery,  congregation,  fall  into  line, 
and  begin  to  do  this  work,  each  their 
own  appointed  share,  having  their  own 
field,  their  own  missionaries.  How 
smoothly  the  work  would  move  at 
once  !  Take  the  case  of  the  San  Juan 
Islands;  people  destitute;  not  one 
manin  a  thousand  able  to  go.  to  such 
a  field.  There  is  a  missionary  there. 
What  is  his  case?  Crying  out  for 
shelter  for  congregations  at  three 
preaching  stations;  wants  a  house  to 
put  his  wife  in,  so  that  he  shall  not  be 
alone  there.  The  women  on  the  islands 
need  that  wife’s  presence  and  teaching. 
A  strong  Eastern  church  in  charge  of 
that  man  and  his  field,  supplementing 
and  sustaining  the  work  of  the  Board 
toward  him,  would  see  to  it  that  the 
small  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  for 
a  house  was  provided;  that  his  school 
had  books;  that  a  box  of  books  and 
1  clothes  occasionally  entered  his  door. 
San  Juan  would  be  put  in  communica¬ 
tion  with  civilized  life-  that  little 
archipelago  would  be  saved  for  Christ 
and  blossom  like  the  garden  of  the 
Lord. 


Take  the  case  of  the  Pueblo  Indians 
Mission.  One  church  of  one  town 
organization  can  not  properly  maintain 
that  mission.  It  is  crippled  for  want 
of  organized  aid  at  home.  Were  this 
work  all  clearly  laid  out  and  organized 
another  church,  or  two,  would  be  super¬ 
vising  and  supplying  the  needs  of  that 
station,  and  the  ears  of  the  Board  would 
not  be  filled  with  hopeless  cries  which 
they  can  not  answer. 

Now,  my  Christian  sisters,  as  usual 
I  have  written  you  too  long  a  letter. 
You  knew  all  this  beforetime.  Let  us 
put  our  knowledge  into  action  scat¬ 
tering  individual  work  has  passed  its 
day.  Let  us  organize  efficiently,  know 
what  we  are  doing,  and  earry  on  this 
WOrk  for  Home  Missions  until  there 
is  no  more  to  be  done,  because  the 
“kingdoms  of  this  world  have  become 
the  kingdoms  of  our  God  and  of  his 
Christ,” 


.SYNODICAL  COMMITTEE  FOR 

WOMAN’S  WORK  FOR  DOME  4 
MISSIONS. _ /ft'/Gc 

It  is  no  longer  a  question  whether  it 
.  is  expedient  to  have  separate  organi¬ 
sations  of  women  for  the  promotion  of 
Home  Missions.  This  point  is  already 
settled  : 

1.  By  the  General  Assembly  of  1875 
directing  the  Board  of  Home  Missions 
to  organize  such  societies.  And  by  the 
Assembly  of  1876,  giving  directions  to 
the 'Synods  with  reference  to  such  or¬ 
ganizations. 

2.  By  the  action  of  the  large  and  in- 
i  fluential* Eastern  Synods,  of  Columbus, 

Erie,  Pittsburg,  Harrisburg,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Albany  and  others,  urging  such 
,  organizations  upon  their  respective 
S Presbyteries,  and  churches. 

3.  By  the  actual  commencement  of 
■  Such  organizations  in  hundreds  of 
, -churches. 

The  moveoent  being  already  under 
way,,  nothing  is  left  but  to  give  it  such 
, direction, ,thau  it  shall  accomplish  the 
-greatest  good. 

To  prevent  all  possible  conflict  of 
jurisdiction  or  future  complications, 
the  Assembly  very  wisely  directed  that 
■the  organization  should  we  under  the 
.control  of  the  exacting  Beard  of  Ilcme 
Missions,  and  its  operations  an  i»te- 


jgral.part  of  the  wet’k  of  that  Board. 

*JB  Consequently,  the  new  organizations 
-will  have  no  appointing  power,  or  even 
oJsacial  advisory  power.  Bet  their 
•work  wili  be,  by  an  organized  -effort  to 
secure  the  more  efficient  dissemination 
of  Home  Mission  information,  the  pro- 
motion  of  local  organizations,  -both 
among  the  women  and  Sabbath-scLools, 
and  the  collection  of  funds. 

The  simplest  form  of  such  a  move¬ 
ment  is  the  organization  of  a  Womens 
Society  in  each  individual  -congrega¬ 
tion  ;  or  the  enlargement  of  the  powers  j 
of  existing  Sewing  Societies  -or .  other ; 
ladies’  organizations  to  promote  the  in¬ 
terests  of  Home  Missions 

SUPERVISION. 

gut  to  secure  the  establishment  of  such 
societies,  keep  them  in  existence,  en¬ 
courage  them,  and  increase  their  effi¬ 
ciency,  &s  in  all  other  forms  of  adminis¬ 
tration,  supervision  is  necessary. 

To  accomplish  this  supervision,  the 
General  Assembly  has  directed  the 
Synods  “  that  they  annually  appoint  a 
committee  of  ladies,  who  shall  be  the 
Central  Executive  Committee  of  Wo¬ 
man’s  Home  Mission  Work  for  that 
Synod.”  It  is  advisable  that  this  Com¬ 
mittee  should  be  composed  of  at  least 
one  lady  from  each  Presbytery  of  the 
Synod — each  lady  having  the  general 
oversight  of  woman’s  work  in  the 
Presbytery  which  she  represents. 

The  Synodical  Committee  shall  have 
the  management  of  women’s  and  chil¬ 
dren’s  work  for  Home  Missions  within 
the  bounds  of  the  Synod,  under  the 
general  direction  of  the  Secretaries  of 
the  Assembly’s  Board,  such  as  organiz¬ 
ing  societies  in  churches  and  bands  in 
Sabbath-schools — supplying  them  with 
information,  circulars,  etc. —  assisting 
them  in  laying  out  their  work,  suggest¬ 
ing  approved  methods  of  conducting 
them,  and  in  various  ways  watching 
over  their  interests  and  promoting  their  i 
efficiency. 

The  Committee  -should  make  an  an¬ 
nual  report  both  to  the  Synod  and  to 
the  Assembly’s  Board  at  New  Pork. 

SUBDIVISION  <OF  PRESBYTERIES. 

At  the  discretion  of  the  Synodical 
Committee  of  Ladies,  the  churches  of 
each  Presbytery  may  be  divided  up 
into  groups  of  ton  or  twe  lve  churches, 


1  and  a  lady  appointed  for  each  group, 
who  will  consent  to  visit,  at  her  cwn 
expense,  each  one  of  the  churches  in 
^  her  group  at  least  once  during  the 
!  Synodical  year,  and  confer  with  the 
ladies  of  the  same,  concerning  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  home  work.  It  being, 
understood  that  in  each  congregation 
they  shall  first  secure  the  permission, 
and,  as  far  as  possible,  hearty  co-opera¬ 
tion  of  the  jastor  and  session,  in  any 
proposed  movement. 

COUNTRY  CHURCHES. 

And,  as  the  case  in  some  country 
churches,  wherever  it  may  not  be  ex¬ 
pedient  to  organize  a  society,  have  the 
'pastor  or  session  nominate  a  lady,  who 
shall  be  the  Home  Mission  correspond¬ 
ent  of  the  ladies  of  that  church,  keep¬ 
ing  the  Synodical  Committee  informed 
of  the  Home  Mission  movements  of  the 
church,  and  be  the  local  agent  of  the 
Committee  for  disseminating  the  nec¬ 
essary  information  among  the  ladies  of 
the  congregation. 

In  many  such  cases  it  may  be  advis- 
ible  to  circulate  amoDg  them  little 
‘  paper  boxes  ”  or  banks  prepared  for 
the  purpose,  to  receive  the  constant 
contributions  of  the  household,  the  con¬ 
tents  of  which  can  be*  gathered  quarter- 

!y* 

ANNUAL  MEETING. 

For  mutual  conference,  comparison 
of  work,  formation  of  plans,  etc.,  it  will 
be  well  for  the  Synodical  Committee  te 
have  an  annual  meeting.  It  may  also 
add  to  the  interest  of  the  work  for  the 
ladies  of  individual  Synods  to  take  up 
individual  fields,  like  Minnesota,  Texas, 
New  Mexico,  Arizona,  Utah,  Washing¬ 
ton  Territory,  etc. 

FUNDS. 

The  contribution  of  each  individual 
organization  should  be  sent  directly  to 
0.  D.  Easton,  Esq.,  P.  0.  Box  3,8(33, 
New  York  City,  New  Yt>rk,  and  the 
ladies’  or  children’s  organization  will 
receive  seperate  credit  therefor,  and 
the  amount  thus  contributed  can  he  re¬ 
ported  to  the  Synodical  Committee. 

CANVASSING  COMMITTEE. 

In  each  organization  there  should 
be  a  Canvassing  Committee  to  secure 
subscriptions  te  theJlocKY  Mountain 
Presbyterian,  at  fifty  cents  a  year 
for  each  subscriber. 


The  reading  of  this  Home  Mission 
paper  will  supply  tire  information  and 
furnish  the  materials  for  making  so¬ 
ciety  meetings  both  .profitable  and  in¬ 
teresting.  Wherever  regularly  read^ 
it  largely  increases  rthe  money  contri¬ 
butions  to  the  cause. 

For  the  successful  working  of  the 
Synodical  Committee,  all  will  depend 
upon  the  executive  ability  and  personal 
consecration  of  the  ladies  composing 
these  committees.  They  should,  as  far 
as  possible,  be  prominent  in  their  re¬ 
spective  Presbyteries,  . enthusiastic  in 
the  work,  and  with  sufficient  means  to 
meet  the  necessary  expenses  of  postage 
and  traveling.  Their  accepting  such 
an  appointment  should  be  felt  to  be  a 
personal  dedication  of  .themselves  to 
the  work. 


SYNODICAL  ACTION. 


Synod  of  Albany.  '  ®  •  f 

Rev.  T.  S.  Hamlin,  of  Troy,  read  an 
able  paper  on  “How  to  Interest  the 
People  in  the  Subject  of  Home  Mis¬ 
sions.”  i 

Rev.  George  A.  Howard,  D.D.,  Chair¬ 
man  of  Committee  on  Benevolent  Work. 

Ladies’  Committee  unorganized. 

Synod  of  Central  Mew  York. 

Wednesday  evening  was  devoted  to 
a  popular  missionary  meeting,  Dr.  J. 
W.  Mears  and  Rev.  James  Gardner ! 
speaking  on  Home  Missions ;  Dr.  L. 
M.  Miller  on  Woman’s  Work  for  Woman 
in  connection  with  Home  Missions. 

Permanent  Committee  for  1878 — 
Rev.  P.  F.  Sanborne,  Rev.  H.  II.  Allen, 
Elder  Benjamin  Cannon,  Oxford,  N.  Y. 

Synod  of  Cincinnati. 

Oar  country  should  not  be  forgotten 
in  the  prayers  and  contributions  of  the 
Monthly  Concert,  and  in  accordance 
with  the  suggestion  of  the  Secretaries 
of  the  Home  Board  in  their  report  to 
the  General  Assembly. 

,  Also,  that  all  our  churches  follow 
the  example  of  not  a  few,  who,  at  the 
Monthly  Concert  for  Prayer,  divide 
their  contributions  between  Home  and 
Foreign  Missions. 

Every  aspect  of  this,  our  country, 
gives  fresh  impulse  to  Christian  zeal,  and 
summons  every  Christian  and  every 
Christian  institution  to  renewed  effort 
and  prayer.  Our  hope  for  our  oountryis 
in  God  and  in  the  gospel  of  his  Son. 
The  gospel  is  our  polar  star  and  com- ! 
pass.  Oh  !  if  this  country — beautiful 
for  situation,  with  boundless  resources 
and  prospects  of  dazzling  brightness — 
would  but  consecrate  its  wealth,  sanc¬ 


tify  its  talent,  apprehend  its  responsi¬ 
bilities,  and  consecrate  itself  to  God,  a 
new  era  would  dawn,  and  its  future 
destiny  be  full  of  glory. 

Home  Mission  Committee — Rev.  H. 
W.  Webb,  Springfield,  O  ;  Rev.  W.  H. 
Babbitt,  Rev.  J.  K.  Gibson,  Rev.  H. 
W.  Biggs,  M.  Van  Tuyl,  D.  N.  Murray, 
H.  W.  Hughes,  Hugh  Bell. 

.  Synod  of  Colu 

That  the  Board  of  Home  Missions 
continues  to  merit  our  confidence,  not 
only  as  an  indispensable  arm  of  our 
Church’s  power,  but  as  its  growing  effi¬ 
ciency,  and  that  it  deserves  our  warm¬ 
est  and  most  liberal  support  by  our 
prayers  and  contributions,  and  for  these 
it  is  most  heartily  commended  to  all 
our  churches. 

Resolved ,  That  an  attested  copy  of 
these  resolutions  be  furnished  by  the 
I  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  to  the  Stated 
(Clerks  of  Presbyteries,  accompanied  by 
the  request  of  Synod  that  Presbyteries 
make  these  resolutions  their  own,  by 
adoption,  and  execute  the  work  indi¬ 
cated  by  them,  and  of  their  fidelity  to 
answer  to  this  Synod  at  its  next  stated 
meeting. 

Standing  Committee — Rev.  T.  A.  Mc¬ 
Curdy,  D.D.,  Wooster,  O.,  Chairman  ; 
Revs.  C.  C.  Hart,  W.  E.  Moore,  D.D., 
D.  D.  Waugh,  W.  P.  Shrom  ;  Elders  J. 
Wasson,  J.  Deming,  A.  Thomas,  M.  D. 
Corell,  A.  Grant. 

Syraiod  of  Erie. 

The  Synod  having  listened  with  de¬ 
light  and  edification  to  the  address  of 
Dr.  Dickson,  setting  forth  the  vast  and 
important  work  of  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions,  the  great  need  of  enlarged 
effort  and  the  increasing  demand  for 
funds  to  meet  the  claims  of  this  cause, 
it  was,  on  motion, 

Resolved ,  1.  That  the  churches  un¬ 
der  our  care  be  earnestly  exhorted  to 
increase  their  offerings  to  this  cause. 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  pastors  be  ex¬ 
horted  to  preach  diligently  this  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  kingdom  of  Christ ;  that 
the  ruling  elders  and  deacons  be  urged 
to  aid  the  pastors  in  the  more  efficient 
organization  of  the  churches  for  work 
in  this  and  the  other  schemes  of  our 
beloved  Church. 

Resolved ,  3.  That  the  Synod  espe¬ 
cially  instruct  those  churches  which 
have  neglected  to  take  collections  for 
this  Board  to  do  it,  assuring  them  upon 
Scripture  grounds  that  the  weak  con¬ 
gregations  will  strengthen  themselves 
more  by  giving  than  refusing  to  give. 
“There  is  that  giveth  and  yet  increas- 
eth,  and  there  is  that  withholdeth  more 
than  is  meet,  and  it  tendeth  to  pov¬ 
erty.” 

Resolved,  4.  That  love  to  our  great 
and  growing  country,  regard  for  the 
mighty  and  responsible  position  which 
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shcT holds  in  regard  to  her  own  future, 
and  to  the  future  of  other  nations  of 
the  earth,  and,  above  all,  love  to  souls 
and  to  Christ  their  blessed  Redeemer, 
should  impel  ourselves  and  our  people 
to  faithfully  carry  out  the  above  reso¬ 
lutions. 

Resolved,  5.  That  our  women's  mis¬ 
sionary  organizations  be  recommended  j 
to  embrace  the  field  of  Home  Missions 
in  their  operations. 

Standing  Committee  on  Home  Mis¬ 
sions — Rev.  W.  M.  Robinson,  Alle¬ 
gheny,  Pa.  ;  Rev.  T.’  D.  Logan,  Mead- 
ville  ;  Elders  D.  P.  Marshall  and  T.  H. 
Bracken. 

Synod  of  Geneva. 

An  enthusiastic  Home  Mission  Con¬ 
vention  was  held  during  Synod,  ad¬ 
dressed  by  such  able  men  as  Rev.  S. 
W.  Duffield,  Rev.  Dr.  H.  A.  Nelson,  of 
Geneva  ;  Rev.  Dr.  Wm.  A.  Niles,  of 
Hornellsville  ;  Rev.  Dr.  Wm.  Aikman, 
of  Aurora  ;  and  last,  but  not  least,  Bro. 
F.  G.  Stewart,  a  colored  man  who  plead 
for  Home  Missions  in  the  South.  This 
Synod  has  a  peculiar  interest  in  Home 
Missions,  having  last  year  sent  four  of 
her  noblest  young  men  to  the  work  in 
Texas,  viz  :  Goss,  Anderson,  Niles  and 
Riggs. 

Synodical  Committee  on  Home  Mis¬ 
sions — Revs.  A.  R.  Hewitt,  Weedsport; 

C.  C.  Carr,  Horseheads  ;  J.  D.  Krum, 

D. D.,  Seneca  Falls;  Horace  Eaton, 
D  D.,  Palmyra;  W.  A.  Niles,  D.D., 
Hornellsville. 

8yno<l  of  Harrisburg 
Reports  a  large  number  of  Ladies’ 
Home  Mission  Societies  and  Bands  in 
churches  and  Sabbath-schools,  but  no 
Synodical  organization. 

Rev.  William  Sterling,  Chairman  of 
Spnodical  Committee  on  Home  Mis¬ 
sions. 

Synod  of  Illinois  Central. 

Rev.  R.  Conover,  Chairman  of  Benev- 1 
olent  Work. 

Synod  of  Illinois  Korth. 

Home  Mission  and  Snstentation  Com¬ 
mittee — The  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod 
and  the  Stated  Clerks  of  the  Presby¬ 
teries.  Rev.  A.  B.  Marshall,  Chairman. 

Synod  of  Illinois  South. 

Home  Mission  Committee — Revs.  A. 
T.  Norton,  D.D.,  Alton,  Ill.  ;  R.  C. 
Galbraith,  Fairfield,  Ill.;  J.  M.  John¬ 
son,  Neoga,  Ill. 

Synod  of  Iona  South 

Passsed  strong  resolutions. 

Home  Mission  Committee — Rev.  #T. , 
D.  Wallace,  Rev.  E.  L.  Dodder  and  I 
j  Elder  T.  McCosh. 

Synod  of  Kansas. 

[  Rev.  T.  Hill,  D.D.,  was  unanimously 
nominated  for  reappointment  as  Synod¬ 
ical  Superintendent  of  Missions. 

The  Ladies’  Home  Mission  Societies 
are  largely  in  connection  with  the 


Women’s  Board  for  the  Southwest. 

Synod  of  Kentucky. 

Rev.  R.  A.  Johnston,  of  Danville, 
Chairman  of  Synodical  Committee. 

Rev.  W.  C.  Condit  was  appointed  to 
prepare  a  paper  on  Home  Missions  for 
next  meeting  of  Synod. 

Synod  of  Michigan, 

A  special  memorial  service  was  held 
in  honor  of  Rev.  Calvin  Clark,  former 
Synodical  Superintendent  of  Missions. 

In  view  of  the  vast  territory  to  be 
occupied  within  our  bounds,  and  the 
necessity  which  is  upon  us  to  occupy 
at  once,  your  committee  are  constrain¬ 
ed  to  recommend  to  Synod  the  adoption 
of  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved ,  That  it  is  the  duty  and 
pressing  conviction  of  this  Synod  that 
in  addition  to  a  Superintendent  of  Mis¬ 
sions,  who  shall  have  the  general  super¬ 
vision  and  management  of  missionary 
operations  throughout  the  State,  should 
also  be  commissioned  by  the  Board  a 
missionary  to  labor  solely  within  the  | 
limits  of  the  Presbyteries  of  Grand 
Rapids  and  Saginaw. 

Resolved ,  That  we  do  most  earnestly 
entreat  the  Board,  if  it  be  in  their 
power  to  grant  it,  not  to  deny  us  these 
special  agents,  reminding  them,  in  view 
of  the  glorious  possibilities  in  Michi¬ 
gan  during  the  next  five  years,  that 
“there  is  that  scattereth  and  yet  in- 
creaseth,  and  there  is  that  withholdeth 
more  than  is  meet,  but  it  tendeth  to 
poverty.” 

No  Synodical  ladies’  organization. 
The  Ladies’  Presbyterial  Societies  con¬ 
tribute  to  both  Home  and  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sions. 

Our  Committee  are  :  Rev.  George  D. 
Baker,  D  D.,  Chairman,  Detroit ;  Revs. 
George  W.  Barlow,  Mason ;  J.  H. 
France,  Kalamazoo  ;  George  P.  Tindall, 
Flint;  D.  P.  Putnam,  Monroe;  W.  A. 
Fleming,  Grand  Rapids. 

.Synod  of  Minnesota. 

There  has  been  a  gratifying  increase 
in  the  contributions  of  our  churches  to 
our  Home  Board  during  the  past  year. 
A  series  of  conventions  were  held  last 
fall  and  winter  in  which  the  subject  of 

Home  Evangelization  was  forcibly  pre¬ 
sented  by  Rev.  D.  C.  Lyon<p,nd  Bro. 
Breed,  and  others,  who  vciinteered 
;  their  services  at  these  meetings,  which 
|  gave  a  healthy  impetus  to  this  cause.  ! 
It  was  found  needful  only  to  spread  the 
|  aims  and  work  of  this  Board  of  our 
Church  before  the  people— to  remind 
them  of  the  accumulated  obligation 
rolled  upon  them,  and  tell  them  of  the 
needs  and  encouragement  of  the  work, 
as  well  as  the  pleasant  rewards  of  cheer¬ 
ful  aid.  The  result  more  than  justified 
the  course. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  har- 


vest  of  two  years  ago  throughout  the 
Northwest,  though  a  full  medium  crop 
in  amount,  was  yet  gathered  in  a  dam¬ 
aged  condition  and  marketed  at  a  lew 
I  figure.  One  year  ago  the  yield  was 
only  one-half  what  it  is  usual  in  this 
region,  or  even  less.  Then,  too,  “the  , 
grasshopper  was  a  burden”  to  us — a 
heavy  burden — the  future  was  dark. 
Our  hopes  sank  and  our  fears  were  pre¬ 
dominant.  And  yet,  in  that  year — the 
worst  that  Minnesota  had  experienced 
for  a  long  period — our  Synod  contribu¬ 
ted  to  our  Home  Board  $1,100  more 
than  the  year  preceding,  and  more  than 
we  ever  contributed  in  any  one  year 
before,  and  that  too,  it'  is  believed, 
without  detriment  to  any  one  of  the 
other  benevolences  of  our  Church. 

Now,  if  with  but  a  little  effort  m 
the  direction  indicated,  such  a  result, 
can  be  secured  under  such  adverse  cir¬ 
cumstances,  what  will  not  our  people 
do  if  the  opportunity  be  presented  with 
our  barns  and  storehouses  filled  “with 
■  the  finest  of  the  wheat,”  the  cloud  that 
|  hung  over  us  lifted,  our  fears  changed 
to  hopes,  and  those  hopes  more  than 
realized. 

Truly  what  hath  not  God  wrought 
for  us,  and  what  return  shall  we  make. 

'  Brethren,  let  us  go  with  o.ur  people 
to  the  Lord  in  thankful  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  his  mercies,  and  not  with 
empty  hands.  • 

The  Presbytery  of  Mankato,  at  its 
recent  meeting,  set  apart  a  day  to  be 
observed  in  all  their  churches  as  a  Har¬ 
vest  Home  Festival,  recommending  that 
their  annual  offering  to  our  Board  of 
Home  Missions  be  laid  upon  the  altars 
on  that  day.  It  was  observed  on  Sab¬ 
bath,  the  30th  of  September,  as . far  as 
beard  from,  with  most  gratifying  re¬ 
sults. 

Will  not  our  Synod  recommend  a 
j  like  measure  to  be  adopted  in  all  our 
!  churches? 

It  is  submitted  to  our  mission  church¬ 
es,  many  of  which  have  been  aided  for 
a  series  of  years  by  our  Board,  whether 
this  be  not  a  fitting  time  to  make  a 
large  stride  toward  self-sustentatiom. 
Does  not  God,  in  liis  providence,  invite. 
us  to  this  ? 

Surely  no  more  suitable  return  can 
be  made  for  the  removal  of  our  great 
plague  in  answer  to  prayer,  and  the 
abundance  with  which  He  has  crowned 
this  present  year,  than  that  we  should 
relieve  our  Board  of  Home  Missions 
of  a  portion  of  its  burdens,  that,  the 
regions  beyond  may  have  more  of  the 
care,  which  we  have  so  long  and  so 
pleasantly  enjoyed. 

Synod  of 

The  Home  Mission  report  of  Rev.  J. 
W.  Allen,  Synodical  Superintendent  of 


Missions,  was  full  of  encouragement. 

The  Ladies’  Home  Mission  Societies 
are  in  connection  with  the  Woman’s 
Board  for  the  Southwest. 

The  following  were  appointed  a  Com¬ 
mittee  on  the  Benevolent  Work  of  the 
Church  :  Rev.  J .  G.  Reaser,  Chairman ' 
Revs.  G.  L.  Spininer,  J.  A.  Pinkerton, 
C.  H.  Dunlap,  A.  Yanderwater,  W.  M. 
Cheever,  S.  J.  Niccolls. 

Synod  of  Kebraeka 

Home  Mission  Committee  —  Revs. 
Joseph  Patterson,  James  D.  Kerr  and 
George  L.  Little. 

A  Synodical  Committee  of  ladies  for 
Home  Missions  was  appointed.  Names 
not  received. 

Synod  of  New  Jersoy. 

Rev.  Robert  Aikman,  D.D.,  Madison, 
N.  J.,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Home 
Missions. 

Synod  of.  Pbiladelpbia. 

Home  Missions  was  presented  in  an 
address  of  great  power  by  Rev.  It.  H. 
Allen,  D.D.  There  are  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  Ladies’  Home  Mission  Societies, 
but  no  Synodical  organization. 

Synod  of  Plttsbnrg. 

Home  Missions. — Great  interest  was 
felt  and  expressed  in  the  work  of  this 
Board,  and  much  satisfaction  taken  in 
the  report  of  its  prosperity.  A  large 
portion  of  the  territory  of  the  Synod 
covering  the  State  of  West  Virginia, 
within  which  Synod  convened,  is  Home 
Mission  ground.  Its  churches  are  de¬ 
pendent  for  their  maintenance  and 
growth  upon  the  fostering  care  of  this 
Board.  The  figures  exhibited  show 
the  need  of  ever  enlarging  contribu  ¬ 
tions  to  this  grand  object;  and  Synod 
exhorts  the  churches  to  raise,  rather 
than  in  any  case  lower,  the  standard  of 
their  benevolence. 

Synod  of  Toledo. 

Have  a  committee  of  ladies  on  woman’s 
organizations.  Names  not  sent  in. 

Synod  of  Western  New  Tort. 

The  Synod  of  Western  New  York  at 
its  late  meeting,  after  voting  that  the 
necessities  of  their  field  required  a 
Synodical  missionary,  committed  the 
matter  to  a  committee  of  one  from  each 
Presbytery,  consisting  of  Dr.  Walcott 
Calkins,  Rev.  Messrs.  B.  P  Marvin  and 
Thomas  B.  McLeod,  and  Ruling  Elders 
H.  T.  McNair  (Dansville),  and  Lawton 
(Glean).  It  is  understood  that  if  pro¬ 
vision  can  be  made  for  his  support,  it 
will  not  be  difficult  to  obtain  the  right 
man  for  the  place. 

Synod  of  Pacific* 

We  recommend  that  each  minister  of 
Synod  be  requested  to  preach  a  serlmon 
on  Home  Missions  before  April  1, 1878, 
and  take  efficient  measures  to  raise  a 
sum  for  this  work  equal  to  one  dollar 
per  member  in  his  church ;  that  in  send¬ 
ing  the  money  forward  to  the  Board  it 


be  stated  that  the  reason  for  contribu¬ 
ting  thus  is  the  great  need  for  more 
liberal  grants  within  the  bounds  of  this 

Synod. 


WOMAN’S  WORK  FOR  ROME 
MISSIONS. 

ACTION  SYNODS, 
fiynod-of  Albany, 

Two  years  ago  approved  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  General  Assembly, 
and  directed  the  appointment  of  a  Syn¬ 
odical  Committee  of  Ladies,  hut  the 
committee  does  not  seem  to  be  organ¬ 
ized. 

Synod  of  ®£  Kta-al  New  Yr®a-tt. 

■  Dr.  L.  M.  Miller  made  an  address  of 
great  power  and  force  on  Woman’s 
Work  for  Women  in  connection  with 
Heme  Missions  Syuodical  Commit-  I 
tee — Mrs.  L.  M.  Miller,  Ogd-cnsburg, 
IN.  Y.;  Mrs.  Thomas  Street,  Cortland, 
Ni  Y.;  Mrs.  P.  F.  Sanborne,  Springfield, 
IN.  Y.;  Mrs.  Dr.  Dunlap,  Syracuse,  N. 
Y.;  Mrs.  Dr.  Barrows,  Clinton,  'M.  Y. 

Sysac€  ’.'G  i"  Cincinnati 

Action  was  taken,  but  the  names  of 
<the  committee  not  yet  received. 

Syn®fl!of  ClevelasuS.,, 

The  reports  sho  w  a  growing  and  sub¬ 
stantial  interest  in  Woman’s  Work  for 
Home  Missions.  The  ladies’  mie&ion- 
ary  bands  and  'societies,  besides  send-  j 
ing  much  necessary  aid  directly  to  in-  ' 
digen t  missionaries  in  the  Westphave  | 
contributed  largely  to  the  general  fund. 
As  a  Synod,  we*are  not  doing  our  full 
proportion  of  work  however,  c-Kcept  in 
dhe  Presbytery  >cf  Cleveland. 

The  last  report  of  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions  calls  attention  to  the  fact, 
that  the  personal  agency  of  female  mis¬ 
sionary  help  is  *s  necessary  in  the  Ter¬ 
ritories  of  Utah,  Arizona  and  Nc-w 
Mexico,  as  in  som-c  foreign  lands. 

The  following  resolutions,  presented 
fey  the  committee,  were  adopted  : 

:1.  That  we  again  appeal  to  the  pas¬ 
tors,  and  elders  of  <&I1  our  churches,  to 
see  that  the  claims  of  Home  Missions 
are  regularly  brought  before  the  peo¬ 
ple.;  that  at  least  ©see  a  year,  all  may 
have  .-an  opportunity  to  contribute  tc 
the  funds  of  the  Board. 

.3.  That  we  acknowledge  the  grow-  j 
ing  interest  in  Woman’s  Work  for  Home 
Missions  within  our  bounds,  and  we  are 
impressed  with  the  -importance  of  en¬ 
couraging  Woman’s  Missionary  Sooie-  j 
ties  of -various  kinds,  not  only  for  con-  : 
tributiqg  funds  to  the  Board,  but  by  ! 
direetly.-sending  aid  to  indigent  mds- 
sion&riee. 

Synod  of  C<*lova«5o 

Will  appoint  a  ladies’  committee  at 
its  next,  meeting  ;  have  -several  flour¬ 
ishing  Ohiirch  Societies,  and  have  a 


lady  missionary  among  the  Pueblo  Az-  j 
tecs. 

of  lEse 

Celebrated  -its  first  session-  with  an. 
enthusiastic  meeting,  ou  Sabbath  even-  j 
ing,  in  behalf  of  Woman’s  Work  for  j 
Women  in  the  U,  S.  A  telling  address 
was  made  by  Rev.  A.  L.  Lind-skey,  D.D. 
The  ladies  of  Oregon  and  Washington 
sare  reaching  cut  a  helping  hand  to  the 
heathen  Indian  women  at  home. 

©f  Erie. 

Resolved,  That  our  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Organizations  be  recommended 
to  embrace  the  field  of  Home  Missions 
in  their  operatioas.  No  Synodical 
Committee. 

Synm!  Geneva. 

Mrg.  Dr.  E.  A.  Huntington,  Auburn, 
N.  Y. ;  Mrs.  Dr.  W.  E.  Knox,  Elmira, 
N.  Y. ;  Mrs.  S.  S.  Chapman.  Ovid,  N.  ij 
Y. ;  Mrs.  Dr.  Nihon,  Wolcott,  N.  Y. ;  !| 
Mrs.  Dr.  W.  A.  Niles,  Horuellsville,  j 
N.  Y. 

U)  »0<l  of  Harrlsterg 

Reports  a  large  number  of  societies 
and  bands  in  churches  and  Sabbath- 
schools,  but  no  Synodical  Committee, 
although  Synod,  two  years  ago,  voted 
that  there  should  be  such  a  committee. 

Synod  of  Central. 

No  %jiodical  organization  for  la¬ 
dies.  A  number  of  ohurch  societies 
land  bands.  " 

Synod  of  Illinois  North.' 

Mrs. H.F.  Wait,  Chicago;  Mrs.  B.  A.  J 
Turpin,  Chicago ;  Mrs.  0.  L.  Wheelock,  ! 

I  Chicago  ;  Mrs.  Albert  Keep,  Chicago  ;  • 
Mrs.  Thomas  Galt',  Gotawa,  Ill.;  Mrs.  . 
A.  L.  Potter,  Freeport,  Ill. ;  Mrs,  Mary  ! 
R.  Findley,  Rock  Bland,  Ill.  . 

Synod  of  Illinois  SontU. 

No  Synodical  organization.  A  num-  j 
her  of  church  societies  and  bands. 

Synod  of  Indiana  North. 

No  report. 

Synod  of  Indiana  South. 

Committee,  Mrs.  Sarah  K urnler,  Rich¬ 
mond,  Ind. ;  Mrs.  Wm.  Culbertson,  New 
Albany;  Mrs.  John  Lago,  Princeton, 
lud.  ;  Mrs.  H.  A.  Eison,  Indianapolis. 

Resolved ,  That  since  General  Assem¬ 
bly  has  directed  the  Home  Mission 
Board  to  have  one  column  for  women 
and  another  for  Sunday-schools  in  their 
annual  reports;  and  since  the  Board  j 
have  been  very  much  hindered  in  their 
work  the  few  past  years  for  the  want  of 
funds,  and  the  families  of  the  -mission- f 
aries  have  been  much  troubled  because  ; 
the  aid  requested  could  not  'be  giver  : 
them,  we  affectionately,  but  very  ur¬ 
gently,  request  the  mixtsfeers  and  offi¬ 
cers  of  all  of  our  churches  'te  have  the 
subject  of  Home  Missions  well  present¬ 
ed,  and  that  all  of  the  members  of  the 
church  and  congregation  be  requested 
to  contribute  liberally ; -so  that  in  the 


ne^t  report  a  blank  shall  -not  be  fcund 
against '•any  church;  and  that  the  col¬ 
umns  for  the  women-and  "Sunday-schools 

*ay  both  be  filled.  y 

Resolved,  As  “praycrunoves  the  hand 
that  moves  the  world,”  that  Home  Mis¬ 
sions rhave  a  prominent  place  iK  all  our 
monthly  concerts. 

Resolved,  That  as  'the  Board  has  re¬ 
quested  the  Synod  to  appoint  a  com-  , 
mittee  of  women  to  correspond  with  | 
them  on  the  subject  of  Home  'Missions, ’ 
we  recommend  that  one  be -appointed 
trom  each  Presbytery  to  constitute  nhat 
committee. 

Rev.  H.  Little,  D.  D.,  was- conti>.med 
ae  Synodical  Missionary  for  the  <jasu-  j 
mg  year. 

Hy ciot?  of  Uituutt, 

Ladies’  Societies  are  in  conn-  mtiorJ 
with  the  Woman’s  Board  for  the  £  loath-  • 
west. 


Sjisorf  lieulut-fcy. 

The  report  of  the  Women’s  M fission- 
ary  Society  showed  the  Society  »,o  be  in  \ 
a  very  prosperous  condition,  the  receipts  ' 
having  been  $2,2€0,in  round  n  umbers., 
and  appropriated  to  Home  a  ad  For--- 
eign  Missions. 

Synod  ©fljoiig  ESfand, 

The  ladies  are  working  e  fficiesr%~ 
through  the  Brooklyn  -Society  for  both.  : 
.‘'Home  and  Foreign. 

Synod  ■of  Uiebigau. 

No  Synodical  organization^  Ladies  ! 

!  are  working  through  the  Presbyterkl ') 
Societies  for  both  Home  an<l  Foreign. 

BJUtwK'sola  u 

*  Mrs.  A.  C.  Morgan,  Minneapolis..;  , 
Mrs.  H.  Knox  Taylor,  St.  Paul ;  Mrs.  ’ 
H.  A.  Poole,  Red  V/iag ;  Mrs.  S.  E.j 
Moore,  St.  Peter  ;  Mrs.  H.  A.  Avery, 
Winona  ;  Miss  MarthaHl.  Seward,  Man¬ 
kato  ;  Miss  N.  A.  Brooks,  Albert  Lea. 

The  work  assigned  to  this  committee 
being  new  to  most  if  not  all  the  ladies 
composing  it,  our  report  is  less  satis¬ 
factory  than  we  would  like  to  have  j 
made  it.  Letters 'have  been  written  te  ; 
a  large  number  of ;  the  -churches  in  ©ur 
respective  Presbyteries,  and  although  j 
little  has  been  accomplished  in  forming  j 
new  societies,  still  we  hope  an  interest 
is  awakened  that  will  bear  fruit  in  the 
coming  year.  The  women  of  the  church 
es  were  naturally  timid  about  assuming 
new  obligations,  while  they  found  it  so 
difficult  to  meet  those  already  existing .;  ’ 
but  we  feel  that  with  the  dawning 
prosperity  of  cur  State  their  hearts 
will  be  moved  to  devise  more  libera’ i 
things  for  those  who  in  great  privation  j 
are  toiling  so  patiently  for  their  Master  i 
and  curs. 

The  church  iu  St.  Peter  contributed 
twenty  dollars  to  Home  Missions  in  the 
past  year  ;  Mankato,  twenty,  and  Wi¬ 
nona  twenty.  A  Home  Missionary  So¬ 
ciety  was  organized  at.  Albert  Lea  a 


year  ugo.  It  consists  of  twenty-six 
members,  and  has  contributed  twenty- 
five  dollars,  which  was  .gent  directly  to 
the  Board  at  New  York. 

In  the  First  Churehef  Minneapo¬ 
lis  a  Heme  and  Foreign  Missionary  So¬ 
ciety  wae  recently  organised,  which  will 
no  doubt  do  good  work  in  the  future. 
The  Home  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Westminster  Church,  Minneapolis,  was 
organized  in  1874.  One  Mission  Band 
in  the  Sabbath -school  contributed  twen¬ 
ty  dollars  to  Home  Missions,  and  sev- 
■  eral  othersbands  have  decided  to  divide 
•their  offerings  between  Home  and  For¬ 
eign  Missiccs.  Several  boceo  of  cloth - 
jiog  have  been  sent  out  eaoh  winter  to 
different  points.  The  number  of  ladies 
Gaterested  in  the  work  is  -steadily  in¬ 
creasing,  and  the  Society  more  awake 
-fc?  its  importance  than  ever  before. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Bfes.  A.  C.  McjtGsfcM, 
Convener  of  Committee. 

K.r  aaof?  *»f  Missouri. 

T  arge  number  of  Societies  and  Sands 
working  through  the  Woman’s  Board 
for  the  Southwest. 

Sy  ,{?f  JVeSjrasIta. 

Committee  appointed,  but  names  not 
received. 

SynoU  K«sv.'  Jersey. 

Presbytery  of  Elizabeth— Mrs  O.  iE 
Boyd,  of  Rahway,  and  Mrs.  R,  T. 
Hainee,  of'  Elizabeth.  - 

Presbytery  of  Monmouth— Miss  Mary 
Taylor,  of  Burlington,  and  Mrs.  Ev¬ 
erett,  ©f  Jamesburg. 

Presbytery  of  New  Brunswick  —  Mrs. 
Howell  and  Mrs.  Slade,  of  Trenton. 

Presbytery  of  Newark— Mrs.  James 
P.  WiisoD,  of  Newark,  and  Mrs.  Dun¬ 
can  Kennedy.,  of  Bloomfield, 
j  Presbytery  of  Newton — Mrs.  Thom¬ 

as  Macauley,  of  Hackettstown,and  Mrs. 
i  Henry  C.  Spayd,  of  Harmony. 

Synod  of  Jersey  City— Mrs.  Ashbel 
Green,  of  Tenafly,  and  Mrs.  C.  S.  Shel¬ 
ton,  of  Jersey  City. 

Mrs.  Tjios.  Macauley,  Pres’t. 

Mrs.  E.  F.  Haines,  Cor.  Sec’y. 

In  connection  with  the  Synod  there 
was  held  during  the  day  an  interesting 
Convention  of  Christian  women,  whose 
objeet  is  the  furtherance  of  Home  Mis¬ 
sions.  Delegates  were  present  from  all 
parts  of  the  State,  and  among  them 
were  the  mye#  qi  Governor  Redle  and 

ex-Governor  Parker.  The  Convention 
organized  by  electing  Mrs.  J.  P.  Wil¬ 
son,  of  this  city,  President,  and  Mrs. 
Governor  Parker,  of  Monmouth  ;  Mrs. 
Shelton,  of  Jersey  City  ;  Mrs.  Ashbel 
Green,  of  Tenafly,  Secretaries. 

Agreeably  to  a  suggestion  from  Rev. 
Drv  W.  'C.  Roberta,  of  Elizabeth,  a 
Woman’s  Society  wa3  formed  of  the 
members  from  each  subordinate  Synod. 


7  W 


/ay 


I 


“ He  solved. ,  That  in  the  action  of  the 
Geneva!  Assembly  of  187€,  indorsed 
in  effect  by  the  Synod  of  New  Jersey, 
in  187*1,  and  virtually  confirmed  by  the 
General  Assembly  of  1877,  we  note 
with  gratitude  to  God,  that  an  eaward 
step  has  been  taken  toward  a  recogni¬ 
tion  of  woman’s  work,  such  «s  shall 
bring  it  into  official  relations  te  the  reg¬ 
ular  work  of  the  Church,  anckCbus  tend 
te  give  it  greater  ofdciency  and  per¬ 
manence.” 

The  above  ds  not  mere  talk.  We  do 
<Teel  that  our  woman’s  work  for  Home 
Missions  is  poming  into  better  shape 
than  as  yet  attained  by  that  for  For¬ 
eign  Misiocs.  But,  after  all,  mere  forms 
of  organisation  are  of  little  account, 
in  comparison  te  the  inspiration  which 
the  Holy  Spirit-clone  can  put  imt©  any 
effort.  <3ur  Christian  women,  as  well 
as  others  nee?d  to  be  lifted  to  a  higher 
plaue  cf  personal  consecration  and 
knowledge  of  what  our  risen  Lord  has 
left  *ts  to  do. 

■Sya  itl  ofJfew  York. 

Large  number  of  efficient  Societies 
auxiliary  to  the  Ladies’  Board  >®f  Prss- 
ifeyterran  Missions. 

''■Sjnod  of  Pacific. 

Ladies’ 'Societies  doing  a  Eeme'Mis- 
■flion  work  under  a  foreign  name — la¬ 
boring  for  the  Chinese  in  their  own 
'homes  arid  cities.  Synod  recommended 
!' that  all  cur  churches  form  Women’s 
!  Auxilary  Home  Missionary  Societies 
^wherever  practicable. 

"Vynoil  of  Pi»ila«2eff?isia . 

Large  number  of  Societies,  hut  no 
dS'/nodical  organization  reported. 

Synod  of  Piraefeotrsr. 

The  ■  committee  of  ladies  appointed 
.'cy'SjEDd  at  its  last  sheeting  reported, 
and  were  continued.  'Owing  to  failure 
of  the  committee  to  fully  organize,  the 
j  report  was  confined  to  (Pittsburg  Pres¬ 
bytery,  and  showed  fourteen  churches 
|  having  Women's  Heme  Mission  Socie¬ 
ties  and  contributing  regularly  to  this 
Bo-ard.  The  hope  is  expressed  that 
[  soon  there  may  be  snany  others  organ¬ 
ized  with  a  view  to  the  support  of  this 
large  and  noble  work  in  our  owu  land. 

Synod  of  fennefficc 

•  Ladies’  Societies  embrace  both  Horae 
and  Foreign  Missions. 

Synod  ol'foKdo. 

■Hove  a  Committee  of'Ladies  on  Wom¬ 
an’s  Organizations.  Names  not  sent  in. 

Syi!«<i  of  Wesforii  Yew  Vork. 

<2G5r'JITTEE  OF  LADIES  ■  'ON  MISSION 
WOKE. 

Buffalo  Presbytery  —  Mro.  Henry 
Childs,  Mrs.  Bev.  Isaac  Riley,  Buffalo; 
Mrs.  L.  A.  Skinner,  Westfield ;  Mrs. 
Charles  A.  Clark,  Akron ;  '-Mrs.  Rev. 
Ai  L .  Benton,  Fredonia. 

Genesee  Presbytery — Mrs.  Dr.  H 


>J.V  Van  Lennep,  Le  Roy  ;  Mro.  Dr.  J. 
.-E.  Nassau,  Warsaw  ;  Mrs.  A.?D.  Ford, 

•  Batavia.. 

Gene see  Valley  Presbytery  —  Mrs. 
Rev.  D.  V.  Steele,  Almond  ;  Mrs.  M. 
B.  Champlain,  Cuba  ;  Mrs.  Rev.  L.  R. 
Fisher,  Franklinville ;  Mrs.  R.  O. 
Smith,  Olean;  Mrs.  Edgar  Dusenbury, 
Portvillei. 

Niagara  Preskylery-e- Mrs.* Rev.  J. 
W.'Marc  ussohn,  Lyndoaville  pMrs.  L. 
P.  Morehouse,  Albion.;  Mrs.  Holmes, 
Wilson;  Mrs.  Rev.  G.  L.  Hamilton, 
Wilson  ;  Mrs.  Chadwick,  Lockport. 

Koc-hes  ter  Presbytery —  Mrs.  H.  T. 
McNair,  Sparta.;  Mrs.  Wm.  Ailing, 
[Rochester;:  Mrs.  Rev.  Dr.  J.  R.  Page, 

|  Brighton ;  Mrs.  Rev.  Alex.  Me.  A. 
Thorburn,  Spencerport;.  Mrs.  Rev.  Dr. 
j  Levii Parse  ds,  Mount  Morris. 

“.Resclveil,  That  Synod  affirm  the 
recommendations  of  the  last  Assembly 
;  in  relation  t<>  enlisting  thoco  operation 
1  of  Christian  women,  and.  the  Sabfeath- 
j -schools  in  behalf  of  this  cause,  aac  as 
I  to  the  duty  oi’  the  Presby  teries  to  group 
contiguous  foeble  churches  under  <the 
charge  of  one  minister  and  praeitiee 
due  economy  in  their  applications  for 
aid.” 

Home  Missions  Committee — Rev.  &. 
F.  Nassau,  D.  D.;  Rev.  H.  It.  Paysrd 

and  Eider  A.  J.  Warner,  oLLima. 

i 

•aOynod  of 

Has  an  efficient  Executive  Oemmittoc 
of  Ladies  cn  Woman’e  Organizations. 
Names  noteent  in. 

Rev.  G.  P.  Nichole,  Chairman  of 
Synodical  Committee. 

Mrs.  H.  R.  Vedder,  Secretary  of 
Ladies’  Committee,  99  Tenth  Street, 
[Milwaukee.  i 

Presbytery  of  Steubem£,Ue——M$a .  Dr. 
M.  Grimes,  President;  Mrs.  Laura  J. 
Robertson,  Secretary. 


TO  THE  WOMEN  OF  THE  PRES¬ 
BYTERIAN  CHURCH. 

‘  f 

Home 


muiicii. 

e  fourteen 


Dear  Sisters  : 

At  the  first  one  of  the 
Missionary  Conventions,  held  recently 
in  the  Synod  of  New  Jersey,  the  follow¬ 
ing  resolution  was  adopted,  and  then  ( 
passed  on  to  the  other  meetings,  until, 
usually  by  a  rising  vote,  many  hundreds 
of  our  Christian  women  stand  pledged 
to  the  Sunday  Morning  Concert  of 
Prayer: 

Resolved,  That  we  invite  our  Chris¬ 
tian  sisters  to  unite  their  hearts  in  a 
concert  of  prayer ,  every  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  before  service,  for  the  cause  of  Christ, 
in  our  own  land. 

It  is  to  give  this  invitation,  and  to 


n7r 


I  ask  you  to  spread  it,  that  this  little 
leaflet  comes  to  you. 

Is  In  our  woman’s  work  for  Christ  in 
foreign  lauds,  the  strength  of  the  move¬ 
ment,  under  God,  has  been  in  the  Sun- 
|day  evening  hour  of  prayer, 
j  I  say  unto  you,  That  if  two 

of  you  shall  agree  on  earth,  as  touch¬ 
ing  anything  that  they  shall  ask,  it 
|  shall  he  done  for  them  of  my  Father 
which  is  in  heaven.”  “And  this  is  the 
confidence  that  we  have  in  him,  that  if 
we  ask  anything  according  to  his  will, 
he  heareth  us.” 

Many  start  ling  faots  have  been  made 
known  at  the  New  Jersey  Conventions. 
M  ould  that  such  meetings  could  be  held 
in  every  Synod. 

Few  have  realized  that  many  thou¬ 
sands  in  the  land  are  not  only  separated 
from  all  gospel  privileges,  but  are  liv¬ 
ing  in  the  most  abject  superstition  and 
heathenism  worshiping  idols  of  wood  j 
and  clay.  Woman,  as  ever  in  like 
case,  is  the  greatest  sufferer.  The  pub¬ 
lic  statements  made  by  Rev.  Sheldon 
Jackson,  D.  D  ,  were  often  more  than 
confirmed  in  private,  by  other  travel¬ 
lers  in  New  Mex  co,  Arizona,  Utah,  and 
some  other  sections  of  our  country. 

In  taking  hold  by  faith,  of  the  power 
of  Go-d  in  bebalf  of  the  poor  degraded 
heathen  women  to  be  found  even  in 
these  United  S  ates  ;  and  also  against 
all  flie  mighty  evils  which  threaten  our 
very  existence  as  a  nation,  we  can  do 
more  than  in  any  other  way  to  save  it 
from  destruction,  and  to  arouse  our 
churches  to  the  pressing  need  of  Home 
Missionary  work  One  Christian  sister 
writes:  “Truly  the  L  >rd’s  servants  are 
asleep..  I  thiuk  they  will  wake  at  the 
Judgment.” 

We  do  not  ask  you,  dear  sisters  all, 
to  prepare  sweet  spices,  and  come  early 
to  the  sepulcher.  Our  Savior  is  not 
there— he  is  risen.  Every  Lord’s  day 
morning  witnesses  to  this  glorious  fact. 
But  as  we  prepare  ourselves,  and  our  chil¬ 
dren,  for  the  public  worship  of  God  in  his 
house,  and  for  the  Sunday-school,  or  as 
we  sit  waiting  for  the  service  to  begin, 
can  we  not,  shall  we  not,  ask  Him  that 
like  privileges  may  be  acoorded  to  all 
in  every  part  of  this  our  owu  country  ? 


j  Let  this  cause  of  Home  Missions  be 
remembered  also  in  the  prayer  at  fatal 
,  fy  worship  on  Sunday  morning. 

But  in  addition  to  prayer,  let  us  not 
jfail  to  give  time,  money  and  influence 
to  the  cause  of  Christ  in  our  own  land 
There  is  definite  and  most  appropriate 
I  work  for  us  to  do.  By  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  the  last  General,  Assembly,  the 
Board  of  Home  Missons  of  our  Church 
is  now  commissioning  Christian  women 
as  missionary  teachers  (so  far  as  the 
funds  are  supplied),  at  salaries  varving 
from  $300  to  $500  per  year.  The 
Rocky  Mountain  Presbyterian,  178 
Elm  St.,  Cincinnati,  0., gives  further  in¬ 
formation  in  detail,  or  inquiries  can  be 
made  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Board  of 
Home  Missions,  23  Center  St.,  New 
York. 

Any  money  collected  may  be  sent  to 
0.  D.  Eaton,  Treasurer — same  address — 
jand  will  be  applied  strictly  according 
to  directions  given. 

While  we  earnestly  hope  that  your 
efforts  to  send  the  gospel  into  other 
llands  will  “multiply  and  increase,”  do 
iDg  the  one,  let  us  not  leave  the  other 
I  undone.  Homo  Missions  need  to  be 
sustained  in  order  to  enlarged  prosecu¬ 
tion  of  Foreign  Missions.  The  work 
is  one,  and  may  all  be  done  with  an  eye 
single  to  the  glory  of  the  one  Lord  and 
Savior. 

This  leaflet  comes  to  you  with  loving 
greeting  from  the  “Synodical  Commit¬ 
tee  for  Woman’s  W^ork  in  the  Synod  of 
New  Jersey.” 

P.  0.  Box  374, 

Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  Feb.,  1878. 


APPEAL. 

The  Board  appeals,  with  confidence, 
.  to  the  women  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  for  aid  to  undertake  and  carry 
on  this  department  of  the  great  work 
laid  upon  it  by  the  General  Assembly. 

As  to  their  ability,  the  women  raised 
last  year  for  the  Home  and  Foreign 
W  ork,  $130,000  ;  that  is,  $11,000*  for 
Home,  and  $125,000  for  Foreign  Work, 

I  showing  ample  ability  for  this  under- 
!  taking.  Peculiar  satisfaction  is  felt  in 
j  the  growing  interest  of  women  in  efforts 
t-9  evangelize  the  destitutions  of  this 
|  great  country. 


This  work,  for  the  elevation  of  women 
and  education  of  children,  commends 
itself  with  especial  tenderness  to  the 
sympathies  and  resources  of  Christian 
women,  and  in  this  work  all  her  wisdom 
and  energy  can  find  the  amplest  exer¬ 
cise. 

The  Board  places  before  the  women, 
individually,  or  as  societies,  the  sad  con¬ 
dition  of  the  women  and  children  of  the 
Mormons,  Mexicans,  Aztecs,  Indians, 
Chinese  and  natives  of  far-away  Alaska, 
so  that  they  may  sympathize,  as  Jesus 
did,  when  “He  beheld  the  multitudes 
and  had  compassion  on  them,  because 
they  fainted,  and  were  scattered  abroad, 
as  sheep  having  no  shepherd.”  Help, 
as  societies,  as  individuals,  in  any  way  ! 
but  help,  that  this  now  ignorant  and 
perishing  people  in  our  own  land,  may 
be  taught  at  least  to  read  God’s  word 
and  sing  his  praise. 

H.  Kendall,  )  0  ,  . 

r,  r,  ’  >■  becretaues, 

Cvbus  Dickson,  ) 

0.  D.  Eaton,  Treasurer. 


*  This  $11,001  does  not  include  the  boxes 
of  clothing  that  have  been  sent  out.  a.'  they 
are  not  counted  in  as  a  part  of  the  salary. 
The  $11000  is  cash  received  by  the  Beard 
to  assist  in  paying  salaries  — Editor. 


Christian  women  have  sometimes 
remarked  that  it  was  easier  to  keep  up 
an  interest  in  societies  that  met  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  “Missionary 
Box”  than  to  raise  money  for  the  sup¬ 
port  of  a  missionary.  [Some  societies 
are  utilizing  this  element  of  popularity 
by  taking  in  sewing.  Some  friend  of 
the  society  has  underclothing  or  chil¬ 
dren’s  garments  to  make,  and  employs 
the  society.  The  ladies  meet  togeth¬ 
er,  make  the  garments,  and  receive  the 
money  for  the  same.  The  money  is 
applied  to  fulfilling  their  pledge  for 
the  support  of  a  missionary. 


To  the  Christian  Women  Within  the 
Bounds  of  the  S  ynod  of  New  Jersey. 

The  fourteen  Conventions  whiem  have 
been  held  in  this  Synod,  in  order  to 
bring  the  work  for  Christ  in  our  own 
country  more  prominently  before  cur 
churches,  have  proved  a  very  great 
success.  By  means  of  them,  hundreds 
of  our  earnest  Christian  workers  have 
prayerfully  resolved  to  do,  more  than 
ever,  for  their  degraded  sisters  among 


the  Mormons,  Mexicans,  Aztecs,  and 
other  unevangelized  races  of  our  coun- 
try. 

The  “Synodical  Committee  for  Wom¬ 
an’s  Work  in  Home  Missions,”  appointed 
in  Newark  last  October,  feel  thankful 
to  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  for 
allowing  Bev.  Dr.  Sheldon  Jackson  to 
give  at  these  conventions,  as  an  eye¬ 
witness,  and  from  an  earnest  heart, 
facts,  a  knowledge  of  which  is  seeming 
indispensable,  in  order  to  arouse  us  all 
to  a  most  urgent  duty. 

The  afternoon  meetings  have  had 
special  regard  to  the  work  which  Chris¬ 
tian  women  alone  can  do  in  Utah,  and 
some  other  parts  of  the  I  ar  W  est. 
In  commissioning  suitable  women  as 
missionary  teachers,  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions  but  carries  out  the  driections 
of  the  last  General  Assembly. 

The  facts  brought  forward  by  Dr. 
Jackson  are  truly  startling.  One  sis¬ 
ter  said,  “we  can  not  leave  the  door, 
as  we  came  in.”  Would  that  jou  all 
could  have  heard  his  thrilling  state¬ 
ments.  He  told  us  of  the  worship  of 
wooden  and  clay  images,  of  actual  Baal- 
worship  within  the  limits  of  these  United 
States.  He  spoke  of  citizens  of  our 
country,  entitled  to  the  ballot,  as  hold¬ 
ing  the  truth  in  utter  unrighteousness, 
and  with  most  cruel  rites  of  self-torture,  i 
The  number  of  persons  in  our  land, 
thus  living  in  idolatry  and  superstition 
perhaps,  equals  in  round  numbers  the 
entire  membership  of  the  reunited 
Presbyterian  Church  ;  and  upon  this 
Church,  by  apportionment  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment,  comes  some  of  the  more  press¬ 
ing  destitutions.  Woman,  as  one  with-  J 
out  the  gospel,  is  the  chief  sufferer — 
both  as  to  character  and  position.  In 
some  localities  she  is  thought  not  even 
:  worthy  a  funeral. 

Missionary  efforts  among  these  de¬ 
graded  women  have  been  blessed.  Such 
has  been  the  influence,  direct  and  in¬ 
direct,  of  one  school  established  for 
two  years  in  a  village  of  Utah,  that 
scarcely  a  young  woman  in  the  place, 
during  that  time,  has  gone  into  polyg¬ 
amy.  What  mother  would  not  make 
any  sacrifice  to  save  her  daughter  from 
that  living  death  ?  There  are  thou¬ 
sands  of  young  women  and  girls  grow¬ 
ing  up  in  danger  of  it. 


At  several  of  the  Conventions  the 
women  present  resolved  to  raise,  either 
in  one  church  alone,  or  by  united  effort 
of  several  in  the  Presbytery,  the  $300 
or  $500  needed  for  the  salary  of  a 
Christian  woman  as  missionary  teacher 
in  Utah,  Mexico,  or  Alaska.  About 
seventeen  such  teachers  are  already  at 
work ;  others  are  waiting  until  the 
means  are  pledged  or  supplied. 

At  some  places  the  women  present 
agreed  to  canvass  their  respective  con¬ 
gregations,  and  report  progress  to  the 
members  in  their  own  Presbytery  of 
the  Synodical  Committee;  the  members 
of  this  committee,  who  were  also  re¬ 
quested  by  correspondence  or  personal 
visits,  to  try  to  stimulate  some  action 
in  every  church. 

Simple  forms  of  organization,  with 
meetings  for  prayer,  were  recommended. 
Societies  already  formed,  and  engaged 
in  preparing  Home  Missionary  boxes 
— stand  in  the  van,  ready  for  the  new 
work,  which  now  comes  to  enlist  their 
sympathies.  Where  nothing  in  regard 
to  our  own  country  has  been  attempted, 
as  two  Christian  women  have  been 
called  to  superintend  the  work  in  the 
Presbytery,  so  may  two  attend  to  this 
duty  in  every  church. 

Where  it  is  not  convenient  to  have 
frequent  meetings,  Mite  Boxes  (sample 
copies  of  which  can  be  obtained  by  in¬ 
closing  a  three-cent  stamp  to  our  Cor¬ 
responding  Secretary)  can  be  used  to 
good  advantage.  The  women  of  our 
church,  far  from  being  a  strong  one, 
hope  to  raise  $100  a  year,  by  giving 
a  box  each  to  a  hundred  families,  ask¬ 
ing  that  at  least  two  cents  a  week  may 
be  put  into  it. 

One  point  must  be  carefully  guarded: 
Never  let  money  already  devoted  to  the 
Foreign  field  he  divided ,  and  a  part 
of  it  he  given  to  Home  Missions.  What¬ 
ever  pledges  have  been  made  for  the 
work  abroad  should  be  fully  met,  and, 
if  possible,  increased.  We  do  not  wish 
to  divide,  but  to  double  and  redouble 
what  is  now  received  in  effort  and  con¬ 
tributions.  It  were  a  breach  of  the 
eighth  commandment,  to  take  from 
one  great  cause  in  order  to  give  to 
another.  One  telling  plea  for  Home 
Missions  is,  that  our  own  land  must  be 
redeemed  and  purified,  in  order  to  be 


able  the  sooner  to  send  the  gospel  to 
other  nations.  It  is  found,  practically, 
that  those  whose  hearts  have  been 
opened  to  the  work  of  the  Lord  in  one 
direction,  are  the  ones  most  ready  to 
follow,  as  he  may  lead  into  another. 
In  the  loving  service  of  one  blessed 
Master,  there  can  be  no  real  antagonism. 
Let  it  be  noticed,  however,  that  while 
the  Christian  women  of  Great  Britain, 
and  of  other  Protestant  countrirs,  will 
assist  us  in  efforts  to  Christianize  the 
heathen  women  of  Asia  and  Africa, 
they  will  not  send  missionaries  to  Utah, 
nor  to  any  of  our  heathen  populations. 
This  responsibility  comes  upon  the 
Christian  women  of  these  United  States 
alone. 

One  important  resolution  was  adopted, 
usually  by  a  rising  vote,  at  our  New 
Jersey  Conventions: 

“Resolved,  That  our  Christian  sis¬ 
ters  he  invited  to  unite  their  hearts  in  a 
concert  of  prayer  every  Sunday  wonting 
before  service,  for  the  cause  of  Christ, 
in  our  own  land."  It  is  further  sug¬ 
gested,  that  the  work  of  Home  Missions 
shall  be  remembered  every  Sunday 
morning  at  the  family  altar. 

What  shall  we  render  unto  the  Lord 
for  all  his  benefits  toward  us  ?  Let  us 
I  not  only  accept  of  the  cup  of  salvation 
ourselves,  but  also  call  upon  the  name 
of  the  Lord  in  behalf  of  others.  Let 
us  give  ourselves,  our  time,  money  and 
influence,  to  the  service  of  Christ. 
As  regards  the  cause  of  Home  Missions, 
we  earnestly  ask  you  to  attend  the 
meetings,  which  may  be  appointed — 
your  presence  is  an  encouragement 
Train  up  your  children  into  the  work. 
Let  our  Lord  see  we  are  in  earnest  in 
this  matter.  “Looking  unto  Jesus,” 
seeking  to  secure  this  great  country 
for  him,  methods  of  work  will  be  made 
plain. 

In  order  to  secure  a  more  equal  dis¬ 
tribution,  than  at  present,  of  Missionary 
Boxes  (some  families  receiving  none, 
and  others  sometimes  more  of  this 
i  very  acceptable  help  than  they  need), 
we  respectfully  ask  you  to  please  re¬ 
port  to  the  members  of  our  committee 
in  your  Presbytery,  just  what  you  do 
in  this  direction.  This  request,  ol 
*  course,  has  nothing  to  do  with  private 
gifts  to  personal  feiends. 

Please  to  report  also,  as  to  the  money 


you  are  able  to  collect,  and  in  what 
way  applied.  If  sent,  as  we  hope,  and 
would  earnestly  recommend,  to  O.  D. 
Eaton,  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions,  23  Center  Street,  New  York, 
P.  0.  Box  3863,  it  will  be  used  exactly 
in  the  way  you  may  specify. 

One  point  further.  Facts  as  to 
mission  work  need  to  be  continuously 
supplied,  in  order  to  wise,  persistent 
effort.  The  Rocky  Mountain  Pres¬ 
byterian  is  well  fitted  to  meet  this 
want.  It  is  the  only  publication  that 
now  regularly  gives  fresh  intelligence  as 
!  to  Woman’s  Work  in  Home  Missions,  to 
be  read  at  meetings,  or  in  our  families. 
As  a  matter  of  economy,  it  is  better  for 
us  to  use  it,  than  to  attempt  an  organ 
of  our  own.  Every  copy  contains  a 
form  of  constitution  for  Women’s  So¬ 
cieties,  together  with  much  valuable 
information  as  to  our  country,  and  to 
the  work  in  general.  Single  subscrip¬ 
tions  §1.00  per  year.  Clubs  of  five,  in 
separate  wrappers,  50  cents  per  year. 
Address  Rocky  Mountain  Presby¬ 
terian,  178  Elm  Street,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Mrs.  R.  T.  Haines,  Cor.  Sec., 
Elizabeth,  N.  J. 


AN  APPEAL  TO  CHRISTIAN 
WOMEN, 

(treat  Kni.n -gemeul  of  Home  3ti.**siouar,v  ! 
Work  ia  Utah,  New  Mexico  aud  Alaska,  j 

Suitable  Buildings  for  Chapels  and  School -  I 
Houses  an  Immediate  Necessity. 

Women  began  this  Work. 

The  first  effort  to  evangelize  the  neg¬ 
lected  and  misguided  populations  in 
these  distant  Territories  sprung  from 
the  fertile  brain  and  warm  hearts  of 
Christian  women.  They  were  the  first  t 
to  make  an  effort  in  behalf  of  their  own  I 
sex  who  were  the  devotees  of  the  Pa¬ 
pacy,  or  Mormonisrn,  or  belonging  to 
the  heathen  tribes  of  Indians,  Step  by 
step  have  they  gone  forward,  working 
through  the  Board  of  Home  Missions, 
till  now  there  are  on  this  field,  or  under 
appointment,  more  than  fifty  mission¬ 
aries  and  teachers  —  twenty-four  in 
Utah,  twenty  three  in  New  Mexico  and 
five  in  Alaska. 

(2.)  A  large  share  o  f  the  means  nec¬ 
essary  to  carry  on  the  work  has  been 
furnished  by  the  women. 

As  it  was  primarily  a  work  for  wom¬ 
en  and  children,  nearly  every  mission¬ 
ary  sent  into  the  field  having  conducted 
or  directed  a  school,  it  was  appropriate 


and  wise  that  the  women  should  furnish 
a  large  part  of  the  funas  ;  this  they 
have  continued  to  do  to  the  present 
time. 

(3.)  We  hope  and  expect  that  the 
■women  will  furnish  the  necessary  means 
for  present  work  and  its  expected  en- 
largement.  | 

Burdened  as  we  are  with  other  work, 
we  trust  them  to  furnish  the  funds  for  l 
this  new  department ;  hence,  when  the 
Board  undertook  the  expansion  of  the 
work  as  it  pressed  on  us  in  this  new 
form,  we  saw  in  it  an  appropriate  field 
for  the  labors  and  zeal  and  sacrifices  of 
of  self-denying  women,  and  we  said  : 

,!8o  far  as  may  be  practical,  the  finan¬ 
cial  support  for  this  school-work  shall  be 
committed  to  the  women  of  our  Church  as 
their  special  trust,  out  of  whose  contribu¬ 
tions,  without  drawing  upon  our  regular 
Home  Missionary  fund,  shall  be  taken 
what,  in  our  judgment,  may  be  needed  for 
this  work.”  * 

In  an  appeal  we  made  to  you  last 
winter  we  said  : 

"The  Board  appeals,  with  confidence,  to 
the  women  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
for  aid  to  undertake  and  carry  on  this  de¬ 
partment  of  the  great  work  laid  upon  it  by 
the  General  Assembly.” 

To  our  appeals  you  have  responded 
promptly  and  generously.  Your  con¬ 
tributions,  to  a  large  extent,  have  sup¬ 
ported  the  missionaries  and  teachers. 

Chapels  and  School  Buildings. 

But  we  have  reached  a  new  phase  of 
this  work.  Success  always  briDgs  en¬ 
larged  responsibility.  Suitable  build¬ 
ings  for  the  missionaries  and  teachers 
have  become  a  pressing  and  imperative 
necessity.  And  this  new  work,  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  all  they  have  been  doing  be¬ 
fore,  we  must  also  commit  to  the  wom¬ 
en  of  the  Church.  Chapels  and  school- 
houses  are  essential  to  a  prosperous 
beginning  and  to  any  permanent  work 
of  success.  We  lost  much  last  year  for 
want  of  such  buildings,  and  we  must 
continue  to  lose  till  the  want  is  sup-  j 
plied. 

Says  one  of  our  missionaries  in  Utah  :  jl 

“We  have  sixty  in  one  Sunday-school! 
almost  every  Sabbath,  and,  but  for  the  ' 
miserable  little  hovel  in  which  we  are 
obliged  to  hold  our  services,  would  have 
many  more.  But  when  I  tell  you  we  are 
obliged  to  hold  our  services  at  eight  in  the 
evening,  in  a  little,  low-roofed  adobe  hut, 
12x24,  and  cut  into  two  by  a  partition, 

|  each  room  packed  full  of  desks  and  seats 
|  for  children,  and  that  the  miserable  rook- 
:  ery  is  full  of  vermin,  that  the  rooms  are  so 
!  low  and  small  that  when  the  lamps  are 
;  lighted  the  heat  is  fearful,  you  will  under¬ 
stand  why  these  people  are  not  enthusias¬ 
tic  to  attend  these  hot  evenings.” 

Another  says  : 

“The  great  lack  is  to  gat  a  buildin*. 
There  might  just  as  well  bo  a  school  of 
seventy-five  scholars  as  of  thirty-five.  But 


the  only  building  that  could  be  obtained 
was  a  dwelling-house,  and  that  had  to  be 
,  given  up  last  week. 

“Alre.adv  Mr.  L.  has  paid  out  of  his  own 
pocket  $315  during  the  year  for  rent  and 
ether  necessary  expenses  of  the  school, 
thereby  pinching  himself  in  a  way  which 
grieved  me  to  behold.” 

A  missionary  in  New  Mexico,  speak¬ 
ing  of  his  field,  says  : 

“We  do  need  a  church  building  at  both 
daces  very  much  indeed.  At  Ocatd  we 
neet  in  a  private  room  (though  large),  in 
i  common  dwelling,  and  when  the  usual 
jongregation  gets  in  it  is  so  full  that  I  won¬ 
der  often  how  we  endure  it.” 

A  missionary  and  his  family  were 
sent  to  the  Zuni  Indians  in  Western 
New  Mexico  last  fall.  No  suitable 
juiiding  could  be  found  for  his  family, 
>r  for  school  or  church  purposes.  The 
jonsequent  discomfort  and  exposure  of 
:he  winter  so  broke  down  his  health 
.hat  he  was  compelled  to  leave  the  field 
n  early  spring,  and  it  is  still  feared 
;hat  the  seeds  of  fatal  disease  have  been 
sown  in  his  system. 

With  funds  raised  by  the  women  of 
Rochester  Presbytery  and  other  parts 
>f  the  country,  we  are  putting  up  suit- 
ible  buildings  to  furnish  a  better  op- 
)ortunity  for  successful  missionary 
effort  among  the  people.  Past  experi¬ 
ence  there  has  taught  us  that  such 
buildings  are  indispensable, 
j  The  missionaries  and  teachers  in 
Alaska  are  always  suffering  greatly  for 
suitable  buildings.  They  have  been 
allowed  to  preach  the  gospel  and  open 
their  schools  in  Government  buildings, 
both  at  Sitka  and  Fort  Wrangel.  But 
this  arrangement  can  not  be  permanent. 

These  are  only  specimens  of  what  is 
wanted  at  nearly  every  place  in  all  these 
great  Territories  where  we  have  preach¬ 
ing  stations  or  schools.  What  we  want 
is  just  what  is  furnished  to  the  Freed- 
men  at  the  South.,  namely,  a  chapel 
which  can  be  used  for  a  school-room  j 
during  the  week,  and  for  Sabbath-  j 
schools  and  the  worship  of  God  on  the  j 
Sabbath.  j 

But  you  may  ask,  Why  is  not  this 
appropriate  work  for  the  Church  Erec¬ 
tion  Board  ?  The  reply  is,  that  the 
Board  is  forbidden  by  its  rules  or 
charter  to  aid  in  the  erection  of  a  chapel 
where  there  is  no  church  organization. 
But  among  the  Mormons  and  Mexicans 
and  Indians,  we  need  the  chapel  and 
!  the  school-house  for  the  purpose  of 
preparing  the  way  for  church  organ¬ 
ization.  We  must  begin  at  the  found¬ 
ation  ;  we  must  teach  the  children,  and 
preach  to  all,  repentance  toward  God 
and  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  We 
must  have  a  place  to  teach  and  preach 
in  before  we  can  find  believers  to  or¬ 
ganize  into  a  church.  This  is  the  press- 
ing  demand  of  the  hour. 


Ladies’ societies  have  secured  posses- ' 
sion  of  valuable  property  in  Santa  Fe 
and  Las  Vegas,  in  New  Mexico,  and 
stock  in  various  other  buildings,  some 
fully  and  some  but  partially  paid  for. 

Such  societies  have  built  sanitariums 
and  school-houses,  and  residences  for 
missionaries  and  teachers  in  foreign 
lands.  And  they  have  done  well.  We 
beg  of  you  to  undertake  the  same  kind 
of  work  for  your  native  land.  We  ap¬ 
peal  to  ladies’ societies  in  single  church¬ 
es  or  Presbyteries  to  undertake,  singly 
or  by  your  combined  efforts,  to  secure 
a  building  for  school  and  church  pur¬ 
poses  at  Taos — the  Indian  Pueblo  of 
J emez — or  Ocate,  New  Mexico  ;  Spring- 
ville,  Brigham  City,  Manti,  Ephraim 
or  Logan,  Utah  ;  or  for  a  home  for  girls 
at  Fort  Wrangel,  or  for  a  chapel  there 
or  at  Sitka,  the  capital  of  Alaska. 

This  work  needs  to  be  done  at  all 
these  or  other  stations,  and  it  will  need 
to  be  done  whenever  we  establish  a 
preaching  station,  a  missionary  or  a 
school.  And  it  needs  to  he  done  at 
once. 

How  sad  it  must  be  to  turn  such 
I  children  back  to  their  dark  and  heathen 
houses  because  there  is  no  room  to  re¬ 
ceive  them  !  And  how  useless  it  is  to 
send  out  the  teacher  or  the  missionary 
unless  we  can  furnish  him  a  suitable 
place  for  labor. 

We  hope,  then,  all  the  women  in  our 
churches  will  enlarge  their  plans  for 
home  work  so  as  to  embrace  this  fea-  i 
ture  of  it.  Organize  for  this  purpose. 
Consult  with  other  societies  and  com¬ 
bine  your  energies.  Take  this  matter 
to  your  pastors  before  they  go  to  Pres¬ 
bytery  or  Synod ;  take  it.  to  your  own 
hearts  and  set  about  the  work  ;  and 
chapels  and  school-houses  here  and 
there  will  spring  up  in  these  dark  Ter¬ 
ritories  that  shall  be  centers  of  intel¬ 
lectual  and  spiritual  light  and  culture 
for  many  years  to  come. 

And  since  this  crisis  has  been  reached, 
though  at  this  period  of  financial  dis¬ 
tress,  who  can  doubt  that  God  has  laid 
it  over  on  you,  and  that,  in  response  to 
prayer  and  faith  and  love,  he  will  make 
you  abundantly  able  to  do  all  that  his 
providence  seems  thus  to  open  before 
you.  H.  Kendall,  |  gec,g> 

Cyrus  Dickson,  j 

0.  D.  Eaton,  Treasurer. 


IT  0  HAN’S  WORK  AND  THE 
BOARD  OF  HOME  MISSIONS. 

In  response  to  the  communication 
from  a  Committee  appointed  by  a  con¬ 
vention  of  women  held  in  Pittsburg 
during  the  sessions  of  the  last  General 
Assembly,  the  Board  of  Home  Missions 
adopted  the  following  minute  : 


I.  The  Board  highly  appreciate  and 
gratefully  acknowledge  the  sympathy 
and  aid  of  the  women  of  the  churches 
in  the  important  work  committed  by 
the  General  Assembly  to  our  care.  The 
cause  of  Home  Missions  has  always 
appealed  to  them  by  every  motive  which 
patriotism,  charity,  and  the  love  ot 
Christ  can  inspire.  These  appeals  have 
in  many  instances  been  nobly  respond 
ed  to  in  the  past.  But  there  is  room 
for  a  great  enlargement  of  their  active 
zeal.  We  should  rejoice  to  see  every 
woman  in  the  Presbyterian  Church 
contributing  in  some  way  to  a  cause 
upon  which  the  growth  and  prosperity 
of  the  Church  and  her  future  ability  to* 
preach  the  gospel  in  all  the  earth  so 
largely  depend.  And  we  welcome  the 
communication  from  the  Committee  in 
Pittsburg  as  a  movement  in  that  di¬ 
rection. 

II.  The  following  are  some  of  the 
way3  in  which  the  women  of  the  Church 
may  contribute  to  this  cause  : 

(1st.)  To  acquire  and  diffuse  infor¬ 
mation  in  regard  to  Home  Missions,  and 
to  collect  funds  for  the  general  work 
of  the  Board. 

(2d.)  To  provide  means  to  support 
teachers  and  furnish  facilities  for  their 
work,  among  tribes  and  people  des¬ 
ignated  by  the  General  Assembly  an  d 
Board. 

(3d.)  To  superintend  the  preparation 
and  distribution  of  boxes  among  the 
families  of  our  Home  Missionaries  and 
teachers. 

(4th.)  To  secure  aid  and  comfort  in 
special  cases  of  affliction  and  destitution 
amoDg  Missionary  families. 

(5th.)  To  attend  to  such  other  in¬ 
terests  as  may  be  suggested  by  the 
Board  of  Home  Missions  from  time  to 
time. 

III.  Acting  as  we  do  under  the  in¬ 
structions  of  the  General  Assembly,  and 
in  co-operation  with  the  Synods  and 
Presbyteries  under  its  care,  we  do  not 
deem  it  competent  for  us  to  originate 
any  new  plans  for  the  organization  of 
woman’s  work  in  connection  with  this 
Board.  Our  province  is  limited  by  the 
instructions  of  the  General  Assembly. 

The  General  Assembly  of  187G,  page 
31,  adopted  the  following  : 


Your  Committee  observe  with  great 
satisfaction  the  growing  interest  of  the 
women  of  our  Church  in  the  work  of 
Home  Missions.  By  large  and  increas¬ 
ing  gifts  to  the  families  of  our  mission¬ 
aries,  by  more  efficient  organizations, 
and  by  the  contribution  of  funds, 
Christian  women  are  combining  for  the 
help  of  the  Board.  We  would  suggest 
to  the  Assembly  to  urge  and  impress  this 
good  work  upon  the  women  of  all  our 
!  churches,  and  to  recommend  a  thorough 
organization.  While  a  single  society 
to  each  church  may  meet  the  require¬ 
ments  of  both  the  Home  and  Foreign 
Boards,  yet  let  the  desire  be  plainly 
expressed  to  labor  with  equal  zeal  for 
both.  It  is  women’s  work  for  women 
in  either  direction,  and  the  self-sacri¬ 
ficing  wives  of  Home  Missionaries  need 
the  sympathy  of  their  sisters  as  much 
as  any  of  their  sex.  To  aid  in  this  di-  | 
rection,  it  is  further  suggested  to  the 
Synods,  through  the  Assembly,  to  ap¬ 
point  annually  a  Committee  of  ladies  in 
each  Synod,  who  shall  be  a  medium  of 
communication  between  the  Board  and 
the  various  woman’s  missionary  organ¬ 
izations  within  its  bounds. 

Again  in  1877  the  Assembly  in 
adopting  the  Report  of  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Home  Missions,  declared 
as  follows :  (Minutes,  1877,  page  512.) 

Here  we  may  appropriately  refer  to 
what  is  called  in  the  Report  of  the  Board 
woman’s  work.  *  *  * 

We  would  urge  that,  in  every 
church,  in  its  organizations  for  benev¬ 
olent  work,  regard  be  had  to  the  neces¬ 
sities  of  the  whole  world,  at  home  no 
less  than  abroad,  and  that  all  aim  to 
carry  forward  the  various  departments 
of  this  work,  not  as  antagonists  or  even 
rivals,  but  as  part  of  one  and  the  same 
great  work,  for  Christ  and  souls.  In 
this  connection,  your  Committee  would 
emphasize  the  importance  of  every  or¬ 
ganization  for  benevolent  work  in  every 
church  being  tributary  to,  and  in  har¬ 
mony  with,  the  work  of  the  session  of 
the  Church,  and  finding  its  connection 
with  the  Board,  not  in  some  outside 
auxiliary,  but  in-  those  scriptural  and 
sufficient  lipks  which  inhere  in  the  sys¬ 
tem  of  our  Church,  the  Session,  the 
Presbytery,  the  Synod,  and  the  General 
Assembly. 

1Y.  We  affectionately  direct  the  at¬ 
tention  of  our  correspondents  to  these 
declarations  and  instructions  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

We  request  our  Secretaries  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Synods  now  about 
to  meet,  to  the  injunctions  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly  of  1876,  as  q  uoted  a  hove, 


and  to  urge  upon  them  the  adoption  of 
such  measures  as,  in  their  judgment, 
will  be  best  adapted  to  carry  out  the 
wishes  of  the  Assembly,  and  to  con¬ 
serve  and  encourage  the  zeal  of  the  wo¬ 
men  of  the  Church  in  behalf  of  Home 
Missions. 

It  may  be  permitted  to  us  to  suggest 
that  the  several  Committees  of  the 
Synods,  as  soon  as  possible  after  their 
appointment,  may  briBg  themselves  in¬ 
to  sympathy  and  co-operation  by  the 
appointment  of  a  general  Executive 
Committee  who  shall  be  their  organ  of 
communication  with  the  Board,  and 
that  they  report  whatever  maybe  done 
in  this  direction  for  approval  to  the 
Synods  and  the  General  Assembly. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

Thomas  S.  Hastings,  Pres. 

H.  Kendall,  )  g 

Cyrus  Dickson,  ) 

The  Heed  of  Thorough  Organization 
in  Woman’s  Home  Mission  Work. 

ET  JULIA  M’NAIR  WRIGHT. 

[An  essay  read  at  the  Woman’s  Home 
Mission  Convention,  in  connection  with 
the  General  Assembly  of  1878.] 

To  those  who  address  such  a  meeting 
as  this  two  Iine3  of  thought  lie  open  : 
Shall  their  words  be  congratulatory,  or 
incentive  ?  The  immense  progress  of 
Home  Mission  work,  the  glorious  har¬ 
vests  already  reaped,  suggest  words  of 
congratulation.  We  may  make  our 
meeting  an  Ebenezer,  and  the  burden 
of  each  tongue  might  be:  “Hitherto 
hath  the  Lord  helped  us,”  and  “the 
Lord  hath  done  great  things  for  us,  j 
whereof  we  are  glad.”  But  this  day, 
I,  being  absent,  speak,  and  you  listen, 
solely  in  behalf  of  duty.  It  seems 
most  fitting,  then,  that  my  remarks 
should  lie  on  the  side  of  use  rather  than 
of  pleasing.  I  leave  words  congratu¬ 
latory  to  those  who  shall  stand  eye  to 
eye  with  you,  and  to  your  own  hearts, 
as  you  review  your  work,  and  I  will 
urge  upon  you  incentive  to  further 
toils,  and  to  future  disinterested  labors. 
As  Evangelist,  when  he  stood  by  Pil¬ 
grim,  mourning  by  a  City  of  Destruc¬ 
tion,  my  words  must  be  of  activity,  of; 
progress,  of  a  lengthened  way.  I  must 
point  you  on,  on,  on  ;  not  as  though 


you  had  attained,  or  were  already  “per¬ 
fect,”  but  as  you  are,  pressing  for¬ 
ward. 

If  I  come  to  you  only  as  a  voice ,  then 
let  that  voice  re-echo  his  of  old,  who 
cried  in  the  desert,  “Prepare  ye  the 
way  of  the  Lord ;  make  his  paths 
straight.”  This  was  the  cry  to  a  lonely 
world,  waiting  the  advent  of  Christ  in 
humiliation.  The  same  warning  is  suit¬ 
ed  to  us  now  that  the  days  are  growing 
late,  and  we  are  waiting  for  the  coming 
of  our  Lord  in  glory.  Prepare  ye  his 
ways !  It  is  written  that  “the  wilder¬ 
ness  and  the  solitary  place  shall  yet  be 
glad  for  him,  and  the  desert  shall  re¬ 
joice  and  blossom  as  the  rose.”  But 
by  whose  care  shall  rose&  blow  and  lil¬ 
ies  rise,  instead  of  thorns  and  thistles  ? 
The  sheaves  shall  all  be  gathered  into 
the  garner  of  glory — but  by  whom  ? 

I  have  seen,  in  the  autumn -time, when 
harvests  had  just  begun,  men  scattered 
here  and  there  in  the  fields,  busy  at 
their  work ;  then  their  numbers  in¬ 
crease  ;  but  as  the  time  wears  on,  and 
the  grain  is  bending  to  the  reaper,  and 
the  six  days’  work  is  drawing  to  a 
close,  there  is  a  new  activity  abroad, 
and  the  women  and  the  children  press 
to  the  hastened  toil,  that  not  a  sheaf  , 
may  be  lost,  nor  an  acre  stand  ungath¬ 
ered.  This  is  the  late  harvest  of  the  j 
ages ;  men  who  have  sowed  in  spring¬ 
time,  and  have  tilled  in  summer,  find 
that  the  autumn  spoils  are  heavy,  and 
the  time  grows  short,  and  we  who  were 
wont  to  sit  and  wait  until  the  sheaves 
came  home,  must  now  go  out  to  gather 
them  in.  It  is  no  unwomanly  work — 
o  long  ago  bent,  in  the  fields  of  Boaz, 
Ruth,  in  whose  young  veins  the  blood  I 
of  King  David  and  King  Jesus  was, 
flowing  |  and  in  that  field  of  spiritual 
harvests,  through  all  the  lengthening 
years,  have  stood  Deboran  and  Miriam, 
Hannah  and  Huldah,  and  Mary  and 
Phebe  and  Priscilla,  and  the  long, 
bright  line  of  their  successors.  That 
fact,  that  we,  my  sisters,  must  work 
actively,  unceasingly,  self-forgettingly, 
and  publicly,  in  the  Church  of  Christ, 
is  granted.  AeeJs  he  is  the  voice  of 
God. 

But  work  is  a  growing  plant ;  the 
more  that  is  done  well,  the  more  there 
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is  to  do  well.  On  every  hand  there  is 
arising  a  new  demand  for  your  cares. 

It  seems  as  if,  in  the  last  decade,  our 
very  land  had  been  growing  broader 
beneath  our  feet,  so  widely  its  vistas 
open  on  every  side.  I  remember  a 
time  when  the  Mississippi  was  in  the 
West!  When  my  mother  was  a  Home 
Mission  worker  she  beheld  the  field  of 
toil  in  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Penn-| 
sylvania^  and  Ohio!  But,  before  thei 
steps  of  Fremont,  the  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tains  themselves  melted  as  a  crystal 
wall — the  migrative  passion  of  J  apheth 
has  awakened  to  new  hearts  here,  and 
now — 

“Full  hot  and  fast  the  Saxon  rides,  with  rein  of 
travel  slack, 

And,  bending  o’er  his  saddle,  leaves  the  sunshine 
at  his  back. 

By  many  a  lonely  river,  and  gorge  of  fir  and  pine, 

On  many  a  wintry  hill-top  his  mighty  camp-fires 
shine.” 

That  Saxon  is  our  son,  our  brother, 
and  his  wife  and  babes  go  with  him. 
Gold  in  the  bosom  of  the  earth,  and 
golden  gi^ins  above,  have  lured  the 
people  on.  They  have  met  in  the  far 
West  the  Indian  and  the  Aztec  and  the 
Mexican,  and  have  recognized  the  stamp 
of  the  Maker.  To  save  all  these,  made  j 
in  the  image  of  the  Creator,  the  Church 
is  pressing  on  in  haste  as  hot  as  the 
world.  Thank  God!  Before  her  com¬ 
ing  the  frost-barred  gates  of  Alaska  have 
swung  wide;  the  doors  of  Utah,  sealed 
with  a  curse,  have  opened  at  her  chal¬ 
lenge  ;  New  Mexico  has  made  a  path¬ 
way  for  her  coming,  between  her  corn 
and  vines  ;  'the  vast  expanses  of  Colo¬ 
rado  and  Montana  are  calling  for  the 
Bride  of  Christ  to  come  and  consecrate 
them  with  the  house  of  prayer,  that  he 
who  soweth  may  now  sow  in  Christian 
hope,  and  he  who  lays  down  his  dead 
may  lay  them  in  God’s  garden,  in  trust 
of  a  glorious  resurrection.  In  such  an| 
infinity  of  opportunity,  in  toils  demand¬ 
ed  for  our  own  sisters  and  our  own  chil¬ 
dren,  do  you  wonder  that  woman  has 
heard  the  cry,  “Come  and  help  us?” 
and  that  woman’s  work  has  grown  to 
such  mighty  proportions  that  the  ques¬ 
tion  seriously  arises,  How  shall  it  be 
accomplished?  It  must  be  done  ;  but 
how,  when  each  year  ha3  only  three 
hundred  and  sixty-five  days  therein? 
My  sisters,  the  answer  is  plain.  This 
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work,  greater  to-day  than  yesterday ; 
work  given  by  God;  work  whose  sym¬ 
pathies  stir  all  the  pulses  of  your  soul ; 
this  work, which  will  be  far  greater  next 
year  than  this,  must  be  done,  and  can 
only  be  done  by  organization.  Since 
it  has  been  recognized  that  the  work  of 
each  department  of  our  church  chari¬ 
ties  can  only  be  well  accomplished  by  a 
properly  organized  Board,  since  expe¬ 
rience  has  shown  us  that  thorough 
organization  has  multiplied  an  hundred¬ 
fold  woman’s  power  in  Foreign  Mission¬ 
ary  work,  let  us  reason  that  such  or¬ 
ganization  would  answer  the  great  ques- 1 
tion,  How  shall  the  women  of  the  Church 
properly  perform  their  work  for  Home 
Missions? 

It  is  time  that  we,  called  to  large 
labors  in  the  Home  Field,  should  be 
wise  to  follow  the  example  so  beauti¬ 
fully  set>  us.  Organization  gives  to  an 
hundred  hands  and  an  hundred  eyes 
one  inspiring  brain,  which  causes  all 
to  act  in  accord,  helpfully,  and  without 
waste  of  time,  energy  or  money.  The 
secret  of  all  successful  effort  is  system, 
system,  system.  Let  us  have  system. 
This  organization,  in  behalf  of  which  I 
speak,  would  combine  centripetal  and 
centrifugal  force.  The  Central  Board 
affords  a  headquarters  for  sympathy,  for 
information,  for  advice,  for  divining 
objects  and  the  steps  whereby  to  at¬ 
tain  them. 

If  the  many  who  are  now  doing  noth¬ 
ing,  because  they  do  not  know  what  to  ! 
do,  or  to  whom  to  go  for  instructions,  i 
would  send  in  their  funds,  their  inform- 
ation  and  offers  of  service  to  the  recog¬ 
nized  Board,  the  center  of  their  work, 
and,  out  of  this  Board,  enriched  by  a 
thousand  streams,  a  thousand  streams 
would  flow.  Need  and  opportunity 
would  no  longer  pass  each  other  on 
opposite  sides  of  the  street. 

The  work  of  Home  Missions  is  grow¬ 
ing  too  large  for  the  present  Home 
Board  to  attend  to  all  its  ramified  wants 
and  applications.  The  need  is  to  ex- : 
tend,  and  not  to  retrench,  the  work, 
and  this  extension  can  only  be  made  i 
by  organizing  a  Woman’s  Board,  and 
turning  woman’s  energies  and  sympa-l 
thies  and  means  to  systematic  and  ac¬ 
tive  helping. 


Such  a  Board,  once  organized,  would 
bring  increased  workers  into  the  field, 
and  increased  funds.  And  do  not  trem¬ 
ble  lest  these  workers  and  means  should 
be  detracted  from  those  already  em. 
ployed,  and  that,  to  use  the  old  saying, 
Peter  should  be  robbed  to  pay  Paul. 
These  workers  would  largely  come  from 
the  unemployed,  and  these  funds  from 
present  waste. 

It  is  a  fact  that  a  great  many  worn-  j 
en,  and  very  good  women,  too,  are  do¬ 
ing  nothing.  This,  as  a  general  thing, 
because  they  do  not  know  what  to  do ; 
or  because  their  sympathies  have  not 
been  actively  aroused  by  appeals  ;  or  be¬ 
cause  their  natural  bent  is  for  organ¬ 
ized  Home  Mission,  work,  and  this  has 
not  yet  been  offered  them.  There  is  no 
good  work  but  there  are  some  people 
fitted  for  that,  and  for  that  only,  who 
are  waiting  until  it  opens. 

Once  succeed  in  inspiring  an  enthu¬ 
siasm  in  Woman’s  Home  Mission  work, 
and  we  shall  find  that  our  sisters  can 
bestow  upon  it  large  means  that  they 
are  not  now  using  in  any  other  charity. 
The  more  Christian  enthusiasm  we  get, 
the  more  consecration,  and  that  will 
take  from  the  altars  of  self  to  lay  on 
the  altars  of  God. 

If  we  can  get  a  Board  which  shall  in¬ 
spire  zeal,  such  as  the  Hebrew  women 
felt  for  the  building  of  the  Tabernacle, ; 
our  work  will  be  done,  and  other  work 
not  be  a  loser,  but  a  gainer  by  the 
impetus. 

Another  reason  for  demanding  in¬ 
stant  organization  is,  that  almost  daily 
new  departments  of  work  are  opening 
where  only  women  can  enter,  conse¬ 
quently  there  should  be  a  W oman  s 
Board,  to  supply,  support  and  sympa¬ 
thize  with  these  workers,  able  to  enter 
into  the  details  of  the  work,  and  with 
prescient  eye  to  discern  a  far  off  what 
is  to  be  done  and  the  means  of  doing 
it.  In  New  Mexico  and  in  Utah  wom¬ 
an  is  the  chief  worker,  and  for  counsel 
and  help  in  her  work  she  must  needs 
have  Christian  women  and  Christian 
mothers  to  whom  to  go.  The  work  in 
New  Mexico  and  Alaska  is,  first  and 
foremost,  to  make  homes ;  and  no  one 
will  dispute  that  woman  is  the  chief 
home  maker. 


A  missionary,  at  an  outpost,  lately 
wrote  for  parcels  of  flower-seeds,  and 
calicoes  for  patch-work.  She  said  she 
must  teach  her  women  and  girls  to  sew, 
and  to  make  their  homes  attractive. 
She  was  reaching  toward  shirt  and  gown 
making,  by  the  old-time  road  of  bed- 
quilt  making;  and  she  meant  to  drive 
out  vermin  and  dirt,  and  attract  the 
men  and  children  to  their  homes  by  the 
fragrance  of  hyacinths  and  the  hues  of 
petunias.  Granted  that  the  venerable 
secretaries  of  the  Home  Board,  among 
so  many  demands,  would  have  had  time 
to  attend,  and  also  a  realizing  sense  of 
the  domestic  influences  of  flower-seeds 
and  patch-work,  doubtless  it  was  a  deal 
easier  to  ask  a  housewife  for  them  ! 

That  very  refuge  in  Alaska  which 
must  be  provided  to  prevent  parents 
from  selling  their  daughters,  as  they 
have  hitherto  done,  and  to  make  vir¬ 
tuous  wives  and  mothers  possible  in 
the  next  generation,  is  a  refuge,  which, 
assuredly,  must  be  projected,  establish¬ 
ed,  and  administered  by  women. 

Again,  we  want  a  Woman’s  Board  of 
Domestic  Missions,  as  much  as  a  benefit 
to  ourselves,  and  as  a  means  of  grace 
to  ouf  daughters,  as  for  the  help  of  the 
,  heathen  of  New  Mexico  and  Alaska, 
and  the  white  settlers  in  the  West. 

No  one  will  dispute  that  modern  in¬ 
ventions  and  improvements  are  lessen¬ 
ing  Woman’s  household  labors.  There 
is  far  less  for  women  to  do  within  doors 
now  than  there  was  when  our  grand¬ 
mothers  were  girls.  There  are  more 
young  women  nowadays,  with  “nothing 
j  to  do,”  than  when  our  mothers  were 
\  girls.  This  “nothing  to  do,”  is  not 
only  a  time-waste,  but  it  is  a  waste  of 
health,  and  leads  to  frivolity,  worldly 
comformity  and  selfishness.  It  is  pain¬ 
ful  to  see  young  women,  of  good  capa¬ 
city  and  of  natural  energy,  listless, 
moping,  nervous,  bored  to  death,  and 
seeking  in  unchristian  pleasures  means 
of  killing  their  time.  We  must  open 
more  and  more  avenues,  for  Christian 
work,  for  these  young  girls;  we  must 
give  them  new  interests  in  religion  and 
■philanthropy;  we  must  stir  them  up 
to  work  outside  of  their  own  whims, 
and  to  do  work  that  will  tell  for  eter¬ 
nity  ;  that  the  eleventh,  alas !  perhaps 


the  twelfth  hour  of  life  may  not  find 
them  standing  idle. 

If  work  is  really  good  work  there 
can  not  be  too  much  of  it.  Dickens 
tried  to  frighten  us  with  Mrs.  Jellaby 
and  Booriboolah  Gah.  That  was  a  way 
the  Devil  took  of  hindering  good  work. 
Work  for  God,  dear  friends,  is  done  by 
the  heart  that  God  has  touched,  and 
the  enlightening  Spirit  sheds  his  first 
rays  on  the  nearest  duties.  They  who 
do  work  .for  God  abroad  are,  in  all  my 
experience,  those  who  have  looked  well 
to  the  ways  of  their  own  households, 
whose  children  are  rising  up  to  call 
them  blessed.  When  I  find  a  woman’s 
dining-room  untidy,  and  her  children 
rampant  on  the  streets,  I  may  find  the 
woman  herself  reading  a  novel,  or  sleep¬ 
ing  off  the  fatigues  of  a  card -party.  I 
shall  not  find  her  at  a  missionary  meet¬ 
ing.  If  the  young  girl’s  father  and 
brothers  are  neglected,  and  her  mother 
is  unhelped,  she  may  be  crimping  her 
locks,  or  elaborating  a  ball-dress  ;  but 
I  am  morally  certain  she  will  not  be 
looking  after  a  refuge,  or  an  orphan 

|  asylum,  or  visiting  her  Sabbath-schoo. 
pupils. 

Do  not  let  us  be  afraid  of  finding  and 
increasing  Christian  work.  We  need 
it  for  ourselves,  that  we  may  grow 
thereby ;  we  need  it  for  our  daughters, 
that  they  may  develop  into  noble  Chris¬ 
tian  women ;  elect  ladies,  whose  chil¬ 
dren  shall  be  found  walking  in  the 
truth. 

The  organization  of  a  Woman’s  Home 
Mission  Board  will  open  yet  another 
field  for  well-directed  energies.  Such 
a  Board,  with  its  Synodical,  Presbyte- 
rial  and  Church  divisions,  will  enlist 
the  active  sympathies  of  thousands  who 
are  now  only  partially  employed,  our 
little  maids  will  grow  up  in  the  knowl¬ 
edge  and  habit  of  such  work,  and  that  ! 
will  insure  its  perpetuity. 

By  all  our  sympathies  as  women  for 
women  ;  by  our  hopes  as  mothers  for  ' 
our  daughters,  growing  into  woman¬ 
hood  ;  by  our  infinite  tenderness,  which 
follows  our  sons  and  our  brothers  gone 
Westward — 

“To  make  the  rugged  places  smooth,  and  sow  the 
vales  with  grain, 

And  bear,  with  liberty  and  law,  the  Bible  in  their 
train" — 


By  all  our  zeal  as  Christians,  for  the 
establishment  of  our  Lord’s  kingdom  ; 
by  all  our  love  of  country,  as  patriots,- 
we  are  enlisted,  to  take  up  steadily, 
wisely  and  enthusiastically,  the  work 
of  Home  Missions,  and,  so  taking  it 
up,  let  us  remember  that  much  time 
and  force  are  wasted  when  there  is  not 
careful  organization  for  a  work.  What 
work  can  more  stir  our  inmost  hearts 
than  this  ? 

The  marvelous  beauty  of  our  land, 
its  mighty  possibilities,  the  ties  of 
blood  which  bind  us  to  those  who  are 
scattered  on  our  frontier,  that  tender 
compassion  for  souls  which  belongs  to 
every  follower  of  Him  who  came  to  seek 
and  to  save — all  appeal  to  us  for  this 
most  beautiful  field  of  Christian  labor. 

The  future  of  American  liberties  is 
enwrapt  in  this  question  of  Home  Mis¬ 
sions.  This  lovely  land,  these  possibil¬ 
ities,  these  souls,  are  waited  for  by  the 
destroyer.  Romanism  and  infidelity 
are  straining  every  nerve  to  possess  all 
the  West.  Let  Romanism  and  infidel¬ 
ity  intrench  themselves  in  what  is  now 
open  missionary  ground,  and  our  coun¬ 
try  is  lost;  it  will  remain  only  to  write 
over  her  sepulcher  the  old-time  epi¬ 
taph — -fuit.  I  trespass  on  your  time. 
All  these  things  are  known  to  you,  and 
felt  by  you. 

Suffer  a  word  of  exhbrtation.  Fol¬ 
low  the  example  of  the  wise  men  who 
went  to  Bethlehem.  They  saw  the 
Lord’s  star  arise  and  move  westward  ; 
they  followed  it  in  faith  and  zeal,  and 
never  stayed  their  course  until  the 
star  stood  still.  So  let  us  do.  Let  us  pass 
westward,  so  long  as  God,  by  the  star 
j  of  opportunity,  guides  the  way,  and  if 
we  will  go  far  enough,  we  shall  find  it 
stopping  over  some  new  Bethlehem, 
and  see  the  advent  of  our  Lord. 

“And  He  shall  come—  . 

And  all  the  well  contented  land  made  sweet 
With  flowers  she  opened  at  His  feet, 

Shall  answer  ;  shout,  and  make  the  welkin  ring, 

And  tell  it  to  the  stars,  shout,  shout,  and  sing  ;  . 

Her  cup  being  full  to  the  brim, 

Her  poverty  made  rich  in  Him. 

Lift  up  thy  voice,  0  earth,  prepare  thy  song, 

It  shall  not  yet  be  long. 

Lift  up,  0  earth,  lor  He  shall  come  again, 

Thy  Lord,  and  He  shall  reign,  and  He  shall  reign  ; 

Thykiugdom  come!” 


WOMAN’S  EXECUTIVE  COMMIT¬ 
TEE  OF  HOME  MISSIONS. 

History  of  Its  Organization,  by  Mrs.  S.  F- 
Scovel,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  read  by 
her  at  its  Annual  Meeting  at  Saratoga, !N.  | 
Y.,  May  23,  1879. _ 

The  history  of  the  organization  of 
the  “Woman’s  Executive  Committee  of 
Home  Missions”  will  contain,  not  so 
much  a  literal  report  of  the  resolutions, 
propositions  and  papers  which  have 
been  prepared,  and,  in  part,  published, 
from  time  to  time,  but  rather  an  in¬ 
formal  account  of  the  spirit  of'  theun-  j 
dertaking,  as  shown  in  its  progress 
through  successive  steps,  from  the  day 
of  the  “Woman’s  Home  Mission  Con¬ 
vention,”  held  in  Pittsburg,  May,  1878, 
to  this,  the  first  annual  meeting  of  the 
new  organization,  May,  1879.  As  all 
history  presupposes  a  past,  the  record 
of  the  Pittsburg  Convention  can  not  be 
properly  given,  without  a  backward 
glance  to  discover  what  influences  led 
to  such  a  meeting. 

A  brief  retrospect  would  lead  us  to 
recognize  at  once  the  important  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  movement  known  as  “Wom¬ 
an’s  Work  for  Woman,”  on  all  Chris¬ 
tian  activities  undertaken  by  women, 
whether  local,  national,  or  world-wide. 
Since  the  first  call — sounded  by  Mrs. 
Horemas — which  entreated  the  women 
of  America  to  help  the  imprisoned  ones 
of  India,  what  numbers  of  Women’s 
Christian  Associations,  for  systematic¬ 
ally  aiding  the  poor  and  suffering  of  our  j 
own  land ,  have  sprung  into  existence  ? 
Asylums,  homes  and  hospitals  are  now 
largely  committed  to  her  management ; 
so  that,  where  one  woman  was  actively 
engaged,  twenty  years  ago,  in  benevo¬ 
lent  enterprises,  scores  may  to-day  be 
found. 

The  devotion  and  enthusiasm  so  lav¬ 
ishly  bestowed  upon  the  Foreign  field, 
instead  of  diminishing  the  service  or 
resources  of  our  Christian  women,  only  j 
seemed  to  stir  them  to  greater  diligence 
in  all  other  good  works ;  and,  indeed, 
it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  person 
most  deeply  interested  in  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sions  will  be  a  safe  one  to  appeal  to  for 
aid  in  any  other  deserving  cause. 

But,  just  here,  was  it  “Woman’s 
Work”  for  Foreign  Missions  that 
aroused  such  an  interest  in  Home  Mis¬ 
sions  ?  or,  was  it  not,  originally,  Wom¬ 
an’s  Work  for  Home  Missions  that  fur¬ 
nished  the  example,  and  made  feasible 
similar  work  for  Foreign  Missions? 
We  must  now  look  far  dovm  the  past 
to  trace  the  sources  of  this  noble 
stream  of  good  works.  Fifty,  sixty  a 
hundred— years  ago,  our  mothers  and 
grandmothers,  stirred  by  the  lives  of 
hardship  and  privation  endured  by  the 
“Domestic  Missionary” — as  he  was 


then  called — combined,  as  women,  to 
give  where  they  could,  and  to  labor 
where  they  could  not  give,  to  lighten 
the  burdens  and  brighten  the  homes  of 
those  devoted  ones  battling  for  the 
Lord  on  the  rugged  frontier.  Occasion¬ 
ally,  as  a  demand  for  clothing  for  the 
Indians,  or  shirts  for  the  South  Sea 
Islanders,  was  pressed  upon  them,  they  1 
planned  and  served  for  these  objects, 
too  ;  but  the  controlling  purpose  which 
held  iheir  Societies  together,  and  fur¬ 
nished  a  steady  stimulus,  year  by  year, 
was  ministering  to  the  needs  of  the  j 
“Domestic  Missionary.” 

Far  away,  in  mountain  clefts,  are  hid¬ 
den  spiiogs,  sending  slow,  trickling 
drops  down  the  steeps,  which,  mingling 
together  at  the  base,  start  into  life  the 
leaping,  musical  brook.  Joined  by  kin¬ 
dred  waters,  they  gather  strength  and 
increase  in  force,  until  their  course  has 
run  from  springs  to  brook,  from  brook 
to  stream,  from  stream  to  river.  As  the 
cool  mountain  springs  are  to  the  majes¬ 
tic  Hudson,  so  these  time-honored ,  serv¬ 
ing  Societies,  are  to  the  noble,  organized 
Woman’s  Work  of  to-day  !  They  were 
the  far-away  sources  from  which  all 
this  glorious  work  for  women  sprang,  i 
They  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  their 
way  through  many  changes  in  Church 
and  State,  in  spite  of  indifference  and 
ridicule,  all  the  while  keeping  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  missionary  at  heart  with 
perennial  devotion.  They  were  the 
nurseries  for  the  idea  that  woman  s 
work  was  needed  to  supplement  man’s 
work  in  the  outward,  aggressive  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  Church,  and,  if  first  for  Do¬ 
mestic  Missions,  then,  naturally  enough, 
next  for  Foreign  Missions. 

They  had  also  been  the  training- 
school  for  workers,  and,  if  not  after  the 
Vassar  idea,  of  to-day,  they  planted  j 
and  stimulated  impulses  such  as  those  | 
sent  out  from  the  log  school-houses  of ; 
the  same  period. 

When  the  call  rang  out  from  the 
Eastern  centers  for  women  to  organize 
for  work  in  Foreign  Missions,  from 
whence  were  the  officers  taken  to  man¬ 
age  the  new  interests,  but  from  the 
old  fashioned  Sewing  Society  ?  There, 
if  anywhere,  were  to  be  found  women 
of  character,  having  the  perseverance 
of  the  saints— women  with  “thinkers,” 
as  another  expresses  it,  and  capable  of 
using  them  ;  and  such  were  invariably 
drafted  into  this  higher  service. 

But  now  comes  a  wonderful  revolu¬ 
tion,  such  as  history,  not  romance,  can 
furnish.  The  child  became  wiser  than 
the  parent— the  teacher  became  the 
taught ;  and  why  ?  Because  of  sys¬ 
tematic  organization!  Those  wise- 
hearted,  far  seeing  women  of  Acw  l  ork 
and  Philadelphia,  who  were  aroused  in 
behalf  of  Foreign  Missions,  put  their 


minds,  instead  of  their  fingers,  to 
work,  and  so  guided  and  developed  the 
awakened  energies  of  Christian  women 
that  the  old  Sewing  Societies  were 
struck  dumb — were  paralyzed,  for  a 
time — and  began  rubbing  their  eyes  to 
see  what  it  all  meant !  When  at  last 
they  thoroughly  wakened  up,  they  be¬ 
gan  to  say,  among  themselves,  “Why, 
this  plan  might  be  good  for  Domestic 
Missions.  Let  us  try  and  see  !” 

So  the  want  of  systematic  organiza¬ 
tion  brought  matters  to  a  crisis,  and 
women  to  a  Home  Mission  Convention, 
at  Pittsburg,  one  year  ago.  Without 
waiting  to  consider  whether  this  was 
the  best  and  wisest  method  of  starting 
the  enterprise,  or  not,  we  will  now  seek 
to  follow  the  proceedings  of  that  day 
and  its  subsequent  history. 

A  number  of  friends  interested  in 
Home  Missions,  recognizing  the  value 
of  woman’s  co-operation,  and,  acting 
f  upon  the  express  recommendations  of 

the  General  Assemblies  of  1S75  and  j 
187G,  had  proposed  that  women,  known 
to  be  deeply  interested  in  Home  Mis¬ 
sions,  should  meet  in  convention  at  the 
time  of  the  Assembly,  at  Pittsburg, 
May,  1878,  to  consider  the  subject  of 
organizing' a  Woman’s  Board  ot  Home 
Missions.  By  some  strange  providence, 
some  who  were  expected  to  be  of  spe¬ 
cial  service,  in  promoting  this  object, 
were  detained  at  home,  thus  placing 
the  responsibility  upon  others  who 
were,  indeed,  willing  and  ready  to  help, 
but  who  were  altogether  unprepared  to 
go  forward*  and  lead  in  a  meeting 
fraught  with  such  consequences. 

We  met  in  the  Sabbath-school  build- 
ing'of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church — a 
church  identified  with  the  early  history 
of  Missions,  both  Heme  and  Foreign — 
in  a  large  upper  room  with  but  a  hand¬ 
ful  ot  disciples,  and  of  these  but  few 
were  aware  of  the  object  of  the  meet- 

ing\ 

The  subject  of  organization,  as  rec¬ 
ommended  by  the  Assemblies,  was  laid 
before  us.  Appeals  for  help  from  Utah,. 
New  Mexico  and  Alaska,  besides  letters 
from  individuals  and  societies,  urging 
central  organization,  were  presented. 
The  proposal  of  a  Board,  having  officers 
selected  irom  New  York  and  vicinity, 
and  numerous  vice-presidents  from 
other  localities,  with  its  appropriate 
constitution  and  by-laws,  was  submitted 
and  explained. 

After  the  whole  matter  had  been 
presented,  and  its  needs  discussed,  the 
tew  women  present  seemed  impressed 
with  a  deep  sense  of  responsibility.  Not 
much  was  said,  but  it  was  soon  found 
that  we  were  not  ready  to  vote  upon  a 
proposition  brought  so  unexpectedly 
j  before  us,  and,  by  our  votes,  rather  • 
I  than  our  deliberations,  to  create  a 


Board  with  whose  officers  we  were 
mainly  unacquainted,  and  which  in¬ 
volved  such  vital  interests. 

All  seemed  to  agree  upon  the  need 
of  organization,  but  were  disposed  to 
first  look  among  existing  societies  to 
supply  this  need.  The  suggestion  that 
the  Ladies’  Board  of  Missions  of  New 
York,  being  already  engaged  in  the 
work  of  Home  Missions,  would  be  spe¬ 
cially  fitted  for  the  purpose,  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  universal  favor.  There¬ 
upon  a  committee  of  twelve,  selected  > 
from  as  many  different  societies,  was  I 
appointed  to  confer  with  this  Board  as 
to  the  possibility  of  a  concentration  of 
/  its  whole  strength  upon  the  work  of 
Home  Missions,  and  by  this  act  becom¬ 
ing  the  “Woman’s  Board  for  Home 
Missions  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.” 

Several  addresses  by  missionaries  and 
others,  in  the  afternoon,  concluded  the 
day,  and  thus  the  Pittsburg  Convention, 
called  for  the  systematic  organization 
of  Woman’s  Work  for  Home  Missions, 
met,  deliberated  and  adjourned,  leav¬ 
ing,  as  the  visible  result,  a  single  reso¬ 
lution  in  the  hands  of  a  committee. 
Such  a  slight  outcome  to  publish  to 
an  expectant  Church !  Only  a  few 
words,  none  too  gracefully  expressed, 
instead  of  a  Board,  well  officered  and 
safely  launched  ’mid  the  enthusiasm 
and  good  wishes  of  many  sympathetic 
friends.  Women  love  practical,  tangi¬ 
ble  results,  and  do  not  take  kindly  to 
delays  and  gradual  developments.  No 
wonder,  then,  that  some  felt  sad  at 
heart  that  the  first  general  meeting  in 
the  interests  of  a  cherished  cause,  ' 
should  have  been  attended  with  such 
perplexities,  and  productive  of  such 
flight  results. 

Only  the  day  before  an  earnest  throng 
of  women  had  crowded  the  main  audi¬ 
ence-room  of  the  same  church.  Ad¬ 
dresses,  filled  with  mature  thought,  wise 
counsel  and  chastened  enthusiasm,  were 
made.  The  hand- clasp  of  welcome  and 
Godspeed  at  parting  had  heen  given, 

,  and  the  very  atmosphere  seemed  filled 
with  hope  and  inspiration.  The  contrast 
between  the  one  and  the  other  seemed 
very  great.  Still  there  was  comfort  in 
the  thought  that  though  words  and 
wisdom  seemed  lacking  in  the  Homo 
Mission  meeting,  a  quiet  determination 
that  this  cause,  as  dear  as  any,  should 
by  some  means  be  advanced,  was  plainly 
manifest.  Now,  as  we  look  through 
the  sifted  atmosphere  of  experience, 
we  believe  that  the  Spirit  which  de- 
i  scended  of  old  upon  that  upper  room 
in  far  Judea,  was  present  with  us,  to 
guide  in  ways  we  knew  not.  Weak  we 
were,  indeed,  but  trusting  in  One  who 
alone  maketh  strong. 

The  conference  with  the  “Ladies’ 
Board  ot  Missions”  was  appointed  tc> 


be  held  in  New  York  on  the  11th  of 
July,  1878.  The  committee  met  in  an¬ 
ticipation  of  the  event,  on  the  previous 
day.  when  a  few  of  us,  after  the  exam¬ 
ple  of  the  Master,  retired  apart  to  pray 
tor  help  in  a  felt  time  of  need,  earnest¬ 
ly  desiring  that  we  might  not  go  up 
hither  unless  his  presence  went  with  us. 
Strengthened  by  prayer  and  counsel, 
we  went  to  New  York  the  next  day  to 
the  Presbyterian  Mission  House,  23 
Center  Street,  according  to  appoint¬ 
ment.  Pardon  a  few  side  touches  here, 
which,  though  they  may  seem  irrelev¬ 
ant,  are  suggestive  in  reproducing  the 
whole  effect.  We  entered  a  large  room 
on  the  main  floor,  whose  wide  open 
windows  admitted  not  only  the  glare 
and  heat  of  a  July  sun,  but  such  a, 
rumble  and  clatter  as  only  the  meeting, 
of  two  New  York  Broadways  can  possibly 
produce.  A  collection  of  Indian  and 
heathen  curiosities  adorned  the  walls, 
and  the  office  furniture,  of  the  usual 
sort,  gave  a  business  aspect  to  the 
room.  The  place  was  so  noisy,  so  pub¬ 
lic,  so  utterly  undevotional,  that  one 
just  in  from  the  country  involuntarily 
exclaimed,  “Do  you  pray  here?”  After 
the  opening  exercises,  which  truly  none 
but  God  could  hear,  we  were  kindly 
invited,  in  the  absence  of  Dr.  Dickson, 
to  his  office  on  the  third  floor,  where 
we  found  quiet  and  congenial  surround¬ 
ings.  Here  we  met  the  appointed  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Ladies’  Board  of  Missions, 
and  formally  presented  the  resolution- 
of  the  Pittsburg  Convention,  which 
read  as  follows : 

“ Resolved ,  That  a  committee  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  confer  with  the  New  York 
Ladies’  Board  of  Missions  as  to  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  having  this  Board  devoted  ex¬ 
clusively  to  the  work  of  Home  Missions, 
and  should  it  fail  to  comply  with  the 
overture,  the  committee  will  be  em¬ 
powered  to  call  a  meeting  of  delegates, 

from  the  different  churches,  at  a  suita¬ 
ble  time  and  place,  to  organize  a  new 

Board.”  . 

Reasons  for  an  existing  Board  be¬ 
coming  the  mam  W  oman  s  Board  for 
Home0  Missions  were  urged.  It  was 
already  organized  for  the  work,  with  \ 
an  acquired  reputation  among  the 
churches,  with  near  access  to  the  parent 
Board,  and  was,  consequently,  better 
prepared  to  advance  the  cause  than  any 
new  society  could  hope  to  be  without 
much  time  spent  in  trial  and  prepara¬ 
tion.  The  appeal  was  therefore  made, 
not  only  as  an  appropriate  act  of  cour¬ 
tesy  to  a  Woman  s  Board  which  had 
already  begun  organized  work  for  Home 
Missions,  but  from  a  deep  conviction 
that  its  experience  and  abiding  inter¬ 
est  would  insure  a  wise  and  permanent 
I  foundation. 


|  The  condition  of  entire  concentra¬ 
tion  upon  one  object  was  dwelt  upon, 
as  seeming  in  the  minds  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  the  only  plan  commensurate  with 
the  importance  and  claims  of  the  cause 
of  Home  Missions.  The  sacrifice  that 
|  would  be  involved  in  relinquishing  a 
cherished  foreign  department  was  deep- 1 
ly  felt  by  the  committee,  and  only  the 
greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number  { 
could  be  urged  as  in  any  sense  an  ade¬ 
quate  reason  for  making  such  a  request. 

To  this  resolution  and  petition  a 
(most  tender  and  appreciative  response 
was  made  by  the  President  of  the  La¬ 
dies’  Board,  defining  the  reasons  why 
1  such  a  radical  change  in  their  organi¬ 
zation  and  plans  would  be  impracticable, 
and  stating  that  in  view  of  existing 
obligations  it  would  be,  at  that  time, 
impossible. 

|  Some  propositions  and  modifications 
were  then  proposed,  which  it  was 
thought  by  the  Ladies’  Board  might 
afford  common  ground  upon  which  all 
could  unite  in  more  extended  and 
[strictly  ecclesiastical  methods  of  work. 
Owing  to  the  character  of  these  propo¬ 
sitions  the  committee  thought  best  to 
I  take  time  for  their  consideration,  and 
it  was  resolved  to  send  copies  to  every 
absent  member,  who  would  be  expected 
to  report  within  a  certain  time. 

The  conference  was  free  and  cordial, 
and  though,  at  the  time,  we  were  not 
permitted  to  clasp  hands  in  a  single 
organizer  for  the  Lord’s  service,  our 
hearts  met  in  Christian  sympathy  and 
in  fervent  petitions  for  divine  blessings 
on  the  object  alike  dear  to  all. 

Thus  the  second  meeting  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  securing  systematic  organiza¬ 
tion  for  Woman’s  Work  for  Home  Mis¬ 
sions  met,  deliberated  and  adjourned , 
leaving  as  a  visible  result  only  a  few 
propositions  in  the  hands  of  its  chair¬ 
man  !  What  did  it  mean  ?  Was  the 
Lord  trying  the  faith  of  his  servants 
acd  testing  thew  fidelity  to  his  cause  ? 

The  committee,  though  disappointed 
as  to  present  results,  and  perplexed  by 
the  substitution  of  an  untried  propo¬ 
sition  instead  of  an  aocepted  organiza¬ 
tion,  still  kept  bravely  on  and  proceed¬ 
ed  without  delay  to  outline  some  plan 
in  case  of  refusal;-  by  a  majority  of  its 
members,  of  the  pending  proposition. 
The  experience  of  the  past  few  months 
had  convinced  us,  that  for  a  few  women, 

!  separated  by  long  distances,  to  arrange 
the  details  incident  to  any  plan  of  or¬ 
ganization  by  correspondence  only,  was 
becoming  more  and  more  difficult,  and 
the  same  obstacle  had  detained  many 
members  from  appointed  meetings,  thus 
rendering  the  probability  of  organizing, 
by  means  of  a  conference  alone ,  very 
uncertain  and  remote.  The  plan  of  or¬ 
ganizing,  through  a  committee,  which 


had  been  imposed  upon  us  by  circum¬ 
stances,  seemed  inevitable  and  obliga¬ 
tory.  The  two  most  desirable  centers 
within  access  of  the  parent  Boards  were  ; 
already  occupied  with  large  societies, 
devoted  to  missions,  and,  therefore,  the 
same  kind  of  spontaneous  movement 
among  women  of  similar  impulses  and 
close  proximity,  could  not  reasonably  be 
expected.  This  fact  had,  doubtless, 
retarded  all  initiatory  steps  toward  cen¬ 
tral  organization  for  Home  Missions, 
though  the  need  was  widely  felt  and  had 
increased  the  desire  to  utilize,  if  possible, 
an  existing  society  favorably  situated 
for  the  proposed  end.  We  considered 
that,  in  attempting  a  new  organization 
under  these  circumstances,  it  would 
feel  the  want  of  that  strength  and  pres¬ 
tige  which  the  pastors  and  membership 
of  any  one  community  would  naturally 
impart  to  the  combined  efforts  of  their 
own  Christian  women.  As  the  object 
contemplated  was  to  secure  a  general 
organization  adapted  to  all  parts  of  the 
Church,  the  need  of  some  strong  sup¬ 
port  at  the  outset  was  imperative.  So 
we  were  led  to  the  decision ,  that  in  or¬ 
der  to  be  thoroughly  effective,  and  of 
denominational  influence,  the  new  so-  j 
eiety  should  go  before  the  churches, 
not  only  with  the  sanction  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly  and  the  Home  Secreta¬ 
ries,  but  with  the  indorsement  of  the 
Board  of  Home  Missions,  to  whom  are 
intrusted  all  the  interests  of  this  great 
cause.  For  such  reasons,  therefore,  the 
committee  resolved,  that  after  allowing 
time  to  consider  the  propositions  of  the 
Ladies’  Board,  it  should  be  prepared 
to  submit  the  whole  matter  to  the 
Board  of  Home  Missions  for  guidance 
and  counsel  before  entering  upon  a  final 
organization; 

Meanwhile  informal  conferences  were 
held  between  members  of  the  Ladies’ 
Board  and  the  Pittsburg  Committee, 
with  the  object  of  removing  the  diffi¬ 
culties  with  which  the  proposed  change 
was  attended.  The  results  of  these 
kindly  and  Christian  efforts  were  un¬ 
officially  laid  before  the  scattered  com¬ 
mittee.  The  decision  of  the  committee, 
with  regard  to  the  propositions  made 
by  the  Ladies’  Board  of  Missions, 
proved  to  be  opposed  to  any  plan  which 
should  combine  both  Home  and  Foreign 
Missions  in  one  organization. 

According  to  the  previous  determi¬ 
nation  a  paper  embodying  a  brief  his¬ 
tory  of  the  movement,  including  all  the 
formal  resolutions,  propositions,  etc., 
with  an  appeal  for  guidance  and  coun¬ 
sel,  was  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions  at  its  September  meeting. 
The  Board  unanimously  approved  of 
the  paper  and  appointed  a  committee 
of  seven,  of  whom  the  President  of  the 
Board  was  chairman,  to  consider  the 


subject  presented.  An  appreciative  re¬ 
sponse  was  soon  after  published  and 

widely  circulated  by  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions,  welcoming  the  movement  and 
specifying  objects  where  woman’s  ener¬ 
gies  and  assistance  were  greatly  needed. 
It  also  desired  the  Synods  about  to  meet 
to  carry  out  the  instructions  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  1876,  by  appoint¬ 
ing  Synodical  Committees  of  women  “to 
conserve  and  encourage  the  zeal  of  the 
women  of  the  Church  in  behalf  of 
Home  Missions.”  The  appointment  of 

“General  Executive  Committee”  was 
suggested,  who  should  be  the  “organ 
of  communication”  with  the  Board  of 
Home  Missions.  The  request  to  the 
Synods  to  nominate  committees  of  wo¬ 
men  was  not  essential  until  late  in 
September,  and  failed  to  reach  many  of 
them  in  time  for  their  regular  meet¬ 
ings.  Appointments  were  made  in 
Synods,  and  in  compliance  with  the 
Pittsburg  resolution,  to  call  a  conven-  : 
tion  to  organize  a  Woman’s  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board.  One  was  called  for  Dec. 
12,  1878,  to  meet  at  the  Bible  House,  | 
New  York.  Here,  again,  the  difficulty  of 
assembling  women  from  various  parts 
of  the  country,  near  and  remote,  was 
evident,  and,  although  the  room  was 
well-filled,  the  attendance  was  chiefly 
limited  to  the  various  Synods  of  New 
York  and  New  Jersey.  After  devo- 
tional  exercises  the  subject  of  the  ne¬ 
cessity  and  propriety  of  having  any 
new  organization  was  taken  up  and 
fully  discussed,  and  the  character  of 
the  proposed  organization  was  carefully 
deliberated  upon.  The  reasons  for 
forming  an  Executive  Committee,  in-  I 
stead  of  a  Board  or  Society,  were 
plainly  set  forth  by  a  member  or  the 
Board  of  Home  Missions  who  had  given 
the  subject  much  thought,  and  who  i 
had  kindly  consented  to  enlighten  us 
upon  the  urgent  invitation"  of  the 
whole  Convention. 

Much  time  was  given  to  prayer,  and 
the  spirit  of  the  meeting  was  at  once 
frank  and  determined,  as  well  as  cordial 
and  hopeful.  During  the  hour  for  lunch, 
and  the  withdrawal  of  committees  for 
nomination,  etc.,  opportunity  was  given 
for  the  most  libera!  interchange  of  opin¬ 
ion,  so  that  we  might  as  Home  Mission 
workers  see  eye  to  eye  and  press  for¬ 
ward  side  by  side  in  the  future. 

The  absorbing  thought  of  the  day  was 
not  so  much  who  shall  have  the  honored 
place  in  carrying  on  this  great  work,  as 
how  can  it  best  be  done.  And  there 
were  genuine  searching  of  hearts  among 
those  women  to  find  and  know  whether 
their  plans  were  indeed  God's  plans 
Every  one  present  felt  that  somethin*- 
more  was  needeu  to  advance  this  inter¬ 
est  of  our  beloved  Church,  but  many  of 


I  IT  iaT  °Uf  efforts  t0  kwten 

tn  ^  ,  °^4t^e  ^0r<*  tome  mistaken 
touch  should  turn  it  aside,  and  with  it 

the  blesg'ngs  We  sought  to  perpetuate. 
I  he  object  of  the  Convention  was  at 
length  accomplished,  and  the  new  or- 
ganuatmn— the  result  of  untold  solici¬ 
tude  and  persevering  faith— had  now 
a  name  and  place  among  its  kind. 

Dehmte  instructions  and  appeals  to 
the  various  Sjnodica!  Committees  were 
^  once  sent  out.  Earnest  invitations 

lof  all  X  1Cguf°r  the  CO  oPeration 
o.  all  older  church  societies  not  other¬ 
wise  pledged,  and  the  formation  of  new 
organizations  throughout  the  Church 
was  urged  Satisfactory  plans  and 
regulations  for  church  societies,  with 
condensed  information  from  the  various 
nelds  neeaing  specia!  help,  have  been 
distributed.  Arrangements  for  future 
undertakings  are  now  being  matured 
and  .  every  month’s  experience  is  re¬ 
moving  obstacles  from  its  way.  Like 
a.i  young  lives,  its  early  stage  must  be 
somewhat  feeble,  and  its  growth  must 
be  gradual,  and  it  would  be  hardly  just 
to  expect  the  same  practical  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  the  management  and  varied 
phases  of  mission  work  that  other  so-  j 
cieties  have  attained.  It  therefore 
craves  sympathy  and  forbearance  on  the 
part  of  its  friends,  while  it  seeks  to 
prove  its  fitness  for  the  great  work  in 
which  it  shares.  It  can  not  trace  its 
origin  to  a  spontaneous  inspiration  of  a 
number  of  like-minded  women  in  a  sin¬ 
gle  community.  It  may  claim  a  devotion 
not  altogether  devoid  of  enthusiasm,  be¬ 
cause  of  its  nearness  to  the  pastors  and 
churches,  through  its  method  of  organi¬ 
zation,  which  incorporates  it  into  the 
system  of  our  Church,  and  makes  it  a 
veritable  child  of  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions.  This  fact  implies  no  dis¬ 
paragement  to  societies  organized  upon 
other  methods,  for  without  doubt  what¬ 
ever  has  been  now  attained,  is  but  a  re¬ 
sult  of  the  noble  efforts  which  years 
ago  brought  them  into  existence. 

Their  steadfast  purpose  and  loyal  de  * 
votion  have  been  our  example,  and  thei 
success  has  been  our  encouragement 
We  would  not  for  a  moment  lose  sigh 
of  those  who,  with  clear  vision  and  un 
faltering  trust,  arose  of  themselves,  f 
combine  in  doing  what  scattered  effort 
had  failed  to  accomplish.  In  the  futur 
history  of  woman’s  work  for  woman,  th 
names  of  those  will  appear,  who,  lik 
Mrs.  Doremas,  comprehended  a  nobf 
purpose  and  had  courage  to  work  it  out 
Whatever  the  destiny  of  this  younj 
enterprise  may  be,  it  will  never  wish  t< 
forget  that  the  first  to  see  the  need  o 
organized  work  for  women  in  flom 
Missions  in  our  Church,  was  the  Ladies 
Board  of  Missions  of  JNew  York,  wh< 


have  maintained  unceasing  efforts  in  its  j 
behalf,  and  whose  sagacity  and  zeal 
have  sometimes  made  it  the  advance- 
guard  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions 
itself,  as  well  as  the  pioneer  of  woman’s 
work  for  Home  Missions. 

These  societies  at  the  center  hold 
important  posts.  Scattered  up  and 
down  the  land  are  companies  of  faith¬ 
ful  women  waiting  to  do  what  their 
hands  and  hearts  shall  find  to  do  for 
Home  Missions.  They  are  ready,  as  of 
old,  to  prepare  “boxes”  for  the  mission¬ 
ary,  and  desire  a  feminine  medium 
through  which  to  arrange  many  details 
too  petty  for  the  masculine  mind.  They 
wish  to  know  more  about  those  newly 
entered  fields  where  are  found  so  maDy 
of  their  own  sex  degraded  and  perish¬ 
ing  for  the  want  of  the  gospel,  and,  if j 
need  be,  to  direct  their  efforts  in  aid  of 
such  claimants  upon  a  Missionary 
Church.  The  message  comes  from  near 
and  far,  not  so  much  “how  does  your 
plan  work”  as  how  shall  we  work  ?  Far 
removed  from  the  motive  power  that 
propels  the  vessel,  they  stand  where 

j  they  are,  only  conscious  that  it  moves 
!  and  bears  steadily  onward  the  treasure 

I'  with  which  it  is  freighted. 

Surely  now  with  such  mediums  of 
concerted  effort — adapted  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  each  one  of  these  wait¬ 
ing  companies  of  women — the  near 
future  must  witness  a  rapid  advance  in 
the  woman’s  department  of  the  worn:  of 
Home  Missions, 


NOT  A  ‘  NEW  DEPARTURE 

A  letter  recently  received  says,  “No 
one  can  object  to  a  work  long  carried 
on  in  the  Church.”  Other  friends  write 
of  their  societies  as  being  merely  a 
continuation,  or  a  reviving  of  those 
long  before  carried  on  by  their  mothers, 
or  even  grandmothers.  One  sister  men¬ 
tions  finding,  recently,  some  old  letters, 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  “boxes” 
many  years  ago,  and  adds,  “We  trust 
our  children’s  children  will  keep  it  up 
as  long  the  Master  needs  it.” 

An  article  in  the  New  Y"ork  Ob¬ 
server,  some  little  time  since,  written 
by  the  well-known  “H.  C.  K.,”  of  the 
American  Tract  Society,  gives  testi¬ 
mony  to  the  same  effect,  besides  show¬ 
ing  loving  sympathy  in  regard  to  the 
work  of  our  Executive  Committee  from 
one  long  an  earnest  worker  in  the  Con¬ 
gregational  Church.  It  will  be  found 
helpful  to  many  who  desire  to  know 
some  simple  way  of  raising  money, 


which  to  do  is  an  important,  though 
not  the  only  object  of  our  organization 
for  Home  Missions,  for  in  this  cause 
and  others  we  desire  to  take  advantage 
of  the  promises  of  God,  made  to  con¬ 
tinued  and  concerted  prayer. 

[From  the  New  York  Observer.] 

\'EW  HAMPSHIRE  WOMEN. 

BY  MRS.  KNIGHT. 

We  have  before  us  a  paper  on  a  W o-  j 
man’s  Board  of  Home  Missions  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  designed  to  in¬ 
crease  and  garner  up  the  interest  of 
women  in  this  branch  of  church  work. 
It  is  a  good  work,  as  we  in  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  can  abundantly  testify,  having 
begun  this  work  seventy-five  years  ago, 
which  has  been  steadily  carried  on  ever 
since.  It  is,  we  believe,  the  only  State 
which  has,  and  has  had  for  years,  a 
woman’s  department  of  Home  Missions : 
a  forerunner,  and  a  forerunner  far  is 
advance,  of  the  “Woman’s  Boards”  of 
to-day.  This  movement,  so  new  to  oth¬ 
ers  that  it  was  called  the  “new  depart¬ 
ure,”  and  hard  to  take  in  at  that,  is  an 
old  and  quite  familiar  plan  in  New 
Hampshire.  It  was  coined  in  the  brain 
of  a  noble  Christian  woman,  Mrs.  Mc- 
!  Farland,  the  wife  of  Rev.  Hr.  McFar¬ 
land,  pastor  of  the  First  Church  in 
Concord,  in  the  early  part  of  this  fruit¬ 
ful  century — a  plan  of  systematic  giv¬ 
ing,  every  woman  laying  by  one  cent  a 
vyeek  for  Home  Missions,  and  called 
thereby  the  Female  Cent  Society.  Its 
income  the  first  year,  1805,  was  five 
dollars.  News  and  plans  traveled  slowly 
in  those  days,  and  cents  even  were  few 
and  far  between  ;  but  the  plan,  as  it 
became  known,  met  with  general  favor, 

■  and  took  root  in  nearly  every  church 
in  the  State. 

The  Cent  Society  grew  dear  to  every 
devout  woman  not  distracted,  as  now, 
by  a  multiplicity  of  objects.  Its  money 
was  laid  aside  with  a  certain  stately 
carefulness  befitting  the  turbaned  heads 
and  quiet  piety  of  our  foremothers.  No 
one  ever  lost  her  first  love,  and  the 
love  has  been  handed  down  to  children 
and  children’s  children  as  a  precious 
legacy  for  the  future. 

Nearly  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
have  been  tfcuE  added  to  the  Home 

Missionary  treasury  of  our  State,  be- 
/side  early  training  our  Christian  women 
in  personal  effort  and  interest  for  the 
work.  Many  an  ancient  church  on  our 
hill-sides  is  wasting  with  slow  decay  as 
the  young  blood  of  the  State  runs  into 
other  channels  ;  and,  in  some  instances, 
all  that  is  left  of  our  flourishing  church¬ 
es  lingers  around  a  small  Cent  Society, 
still  gathering  in,  with  divine  constancy, 
the  scanty  contributions  of  old  and 
faithful  friends. 


The  cordial  welcome  given  to  the 
Woman’s  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
in  many  of  our  churches  was  in  part 
due  to  our  long  and  .successful  experi¬ 
ence  with  a  woman’s  department  of 
Home  Missions.  Though  greater  and 
more  constant  pains  in  many  ways  is  nec¬ 
essary  to  supply  information,  to  develop 
and  sustain  interest  in  our  Foreign 
work,  the  two  stand  side  by  side,  dis¬ 
tinct  organizations,  but  twined  in  the 
prayers  and  gifts  of  the  Christian  wo¬ 
men  of  our  State. 


It  is  encouraging  to  know  the  reports 
f  our  Saratoga  meetings  have  been  j 
atched  for,  as  shown  by  the  receipt  of 
;eral  notes,  about  such  as  the  follow- 

from  a  pastor’s  wife  in  the  Synod 
Illinois  North : 

‘I  am  looking  with  great  interest  for 
e  report  of  our  Woman’s  Executive 
cmmittee  of  Home  Missions  at  Sara- 
•>ga.  I  shall  doubtless  receive  it  tj- 
iorrow.  The  report  of  funds  for  the 
irst  year  is  certainly  very  flattering. 
There  is  a  wide-felt  interest  among  the 
ladies  of  our  churches  in  behalf  of  Home 
Missions,  and  now  that  there  is  organi¬ 
zation,  I  trust  that  it  will  be  rapidly 1 
developed.  The  kindlings  are  laid  and 
the  wood,  only  waiting  for  the  glowing 
coal.” 

WORK  FOR  THE  COMING  YEAR. 

The  Executive  Committee  have  adopt¬ 
ed  the  following  resolution,  and  now 
look  to  the  women  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  to  help  carry  it  out : 

Resolved ,  That  special  effort  be  made 
this  year  to  raise  money  for  the  mission 
among  the  Navajoe  Indians  in  Arizona; 
the  buildings  needed  for  mission  prem¬ 
ises  in  Utah  and  New  Mexico;  a  new 
station  to  be  established  in  Alaska ; 
salaries  of  home  missionary  teachers  at 
Zuni,  Pueblo,  Yemez,  Pueblo,  Messilla, 
El  Paso,  New  Mexico,  and  others,  as 
recommended  by  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions. 


While  we  have  not  room  to  publish 
every  report,  the  one  now  given  will  so 
much  encourage  others  to  like  effort, 
that  we  publish  it  in  full,  hoping  to 
have  space  for  others  from  time  to  time. 

Report  of  Presbytery  of  Carlisle,  .Synod  of 
Harrisburg:. 

The  Woman's  Committee  of  Home 
Missions,  appointed  by  the  Presbytery 
of  Carlisle,  would  report  seven  Home 
Missionary  Societies  connected  with 


the  churches  of  this  Presbytery  : 

Mercersburg,  organized  1825,  Mrs. 
M.  C.  Brownson,  Secretary,  $26. 

Newville,  organized  1867,  Mrs.  J.A. 
Laughlm  Secretary ;  Box,  856  •  Alaska, 
$10 ;  cash,  $28—894. 

Shippensburg,  Mrs.  Dr.  A.  Stewart, 
Secretary;  Box  to  Key.  J.  A.  Schesser, 
$176. 

Chambersburg,  Falling  Spring,  Mrs. 
J.  Kennedy,  Secretary.  Key.  R.  Ar¬ 
thur,  Pennsylvania,  $50. 

Cta,mbersburg  Central,  organized 
K  <  8,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Caldwell,  Secretary; 
12  copies  of  Rocky  Mountain  Pres¬ 
byterian  taken.  Box  to  Mrs.  Griffith, 
$60  ;  R.  Arthur,  $30— $90. 

Carlisle,  First,  organized  1878,  Miss 
L.  Shaply,  Secretary ;  Zuni  Mission, 
$34  66.  *  ’ 

Carlisle,  Second,  organized  1878,  Mrs. 
S.  J.  Bertam,  Secretary,  $62.15 ;  Miss 
Smead  s  Band  of  Young  Men  (auxiliary), 
$115;  Band  of  Cheerful  Workers  (aux¬ 
iliary),  $19.50 ;  21  copies  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tain  Presbyterian,  Alaska— $196.65. 

In  addition  to  these  Harrisburg, 
Market  Square  Ladies’  Prayer-meeting, 
Box,  $186 ;  cash  to  Board  of  Home 
Missions,  $50—8236. 

Spring  Run,  Woman’s  Missionary 
Society,  L.  M.  Filson,  Secretary,  Home 
in  Alaska,  $20. 

Great  Conawaga,  Independent  Soci¬ 
ety,  $60.75. 

Middle  Spring  Church ;  Box  to  Rev. 
Mcllhenny,  Iowa,  $50. 

We  regret  there  is  not  more  interest 
felt  by  our  ladies  in  this  work,  but  hope 
as  they  become  better  acquainted  with 
the  needs  of  our  own  land  their  sym¬ 
pathies  will  be  more  enlisted. 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Caldwell. 

Mrs.  George  Norcross, 


[The  notice  of  the  evening  services 
connected  with  our  annual  meeting  at 
Saratoga,  May  23,  was  necessarily 
crowded  out  last  month,  and  is  here 
subjoined.] 

A  meeting  of  the  Woman’s  Execu¬ 
tive^  Committee  of  Home  Missions  was 
held  in  the  M.  E.  Church,  Washington 
,  Street,  Saratoga,  on  the  evening  of 
May  23d.  Rev.  L.  Merrill  Miller,  D.D., 
of  Ogdensburg,  N.  Y.,  presided. 

After  the  opening  devotional  exer¬ 
cises,  prayer  being  offered  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Richardson,  of  Trenton,  N.  J.,  Dr. 
Miller,  in  the  quiet,  dignified  and  affa¬ 
ble  manner  so  peculiarly  his  own,  gave 
a  short  introductory  address,  expressing 


the  great  pleasure  afforded  him  in  hav¬ 
ing  been  appointed  by  the  ladies  to 
preside  over  their  meeting.  He  hoped, 
he  said,  that  the  comparatively  small 
,  number  in  attendance  would  not  be 
thought  by  any  one  present  to  indicate 
a  lack  of  interest  in  the  great  cause 
that  had  convened  them. 

The  change  from  afternoon  to  even¬ 
ing,  of  this  meeting,  through  the  gen¬ 
erosity  of  the  officers  of  this  Society, 
in  yielding  the  former  to  the  Ladies’ 
Board  of  Missions,  of  New  York,  and 
the  interesting  subject  under  discus¬ 
sion  in  the  public  meeting  of  the  Assem¬ 
bly  then  in  session,  were,  he  remarked, 
the  causes  that  had  led  to  this.  He 
was  sure  that  all  present  would  be  rich¬ 
ly  rewarded  in  listening  to  the  speakers 
whose  names  were  on  the  programme 
for  the  evening.  Very  interesting  ad¬ 
dresses  followed. 

Rev.  J.  D.  Hewitt,  of  Montana,  spoke 
of  the  mining  interests  of  that  far-off 
Territory  as  absorbing  thought  and 
time,  while  the  true  riches  were  ignored 
or  neglected. 

Rev.  George  S.  Gallagher,  of  Ogden, 
Utah,  said  the  half  could  not  be  told 
us  of  the  terrible  degradation  of  the 
women  of  Utah.  Mormonism  is  not 
dying  out.  It  was  never  stronger  than 
now.  It  not  only  fills  Utah,  but  over¬ 
flows  into  the  Territory  adjoining.  The 
gospel  only,  by  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  can  stay  the  tide  of  corruption 
that  threatens  to  poison  the  whole  body 
politic.  Prof.  J.  M.  Coyner,  of  Salt 
Lake  City,  emphasized  every  statement 
made,  and  urged  that  help  be  given  to 
establish  and  sustain  the  schools,  where 
the  children  could  be  trained  into  a 
purer  faith. 

•  It  was  to  the  regret  of  all  that  no 
more  time  could  be  given  to  the  wants 
of  Utah,  for  Rev.  D.  J.  McMillan  was 
present  also,  and  could  again  have 
thrilled  every  listener  with  accounts  of 
dangers  through  which  he  had  himself 
been  called  to  pass,  in  simple  attempts 
to  preach  the  gospel — efforts,  too,  which 
had  proved  successful.  Shall  such 
work  stop  for  want  of  money  ? 

The  last  address  made  was  by  Rev.  S. 

I.  Prime,  D.  D.,  editor  of  the  New  \  ork 


/¥ 


Observer.  He  commenced  by  saying 
that  he  had  in  his  library  a  book  con¬ 
taining  the  lives  of  3,000  noted  women. 
The  authoress  was  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Hale, 
whose  life  on  earth  (having  reached 
ninety  years)  had  recently  ended. 
Among  these  3,000  noted  women,  not 
one,  Dr.  Prime  remarked,  had  invented 
any  one  thing.  And  yet  were  they  not, 
many  of  them,  he  added,  the  main¬ 
spring — the  moving  power  that  molded 
and  shaped  the  characters  of  those  who 
had  been  the  great  inventors  ?  He  ad¬ 
vised  every  woman  present  to  own  this 
book.  Allusions  were  then  made  by 
him  to  the  workings  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  in  whose  interest  the  present  meet¬ 
ing  was  convened.  It  had,  he  said, 
been  in  existence  little  more  than  five 
months,  and  yet  it  had  reached  twenty  - 
nine  Synods ,  and  in  that  short  space  of 
time  received  into  its  treasury  over 
$3,000.  No  body  of  men  organized, 
could  have ,  he  was  sure,  accomplished 
so  much.  The  power  and  influence  of- 
woman,  as  it  is  now  being  developed  in 
the  various  departments  of  Christian 
work,  was  alluded  to  in  a  very  happy 
and  complimentary  manner.  This  nat¬ 
urally  led  to  a  most  touching  tribute — 
truly  eloquent  in  its  character — to  the 
memory  of  the  now  sainted  Mrs.  Do- 
remus.  Sfye  was  the  only  woman,  with 
but  one  exception,  Dr.  Prime  said,  who 
held  complete  dominion  over  him.  He 
always  felt  impelled  to  uncover  his  head 
in  her  presence,  even  though  unseen 
by  her.  When  she  first  came  to  him 
to  present  some  cause  she  desired  to 
have  brought  to  public  notice,  he  was, 
he  said,  inclined  to  question  and  con¬ 
sider  ;  but  as  years  went  on  his  answer 
always  was,  “Only  tell  me  what  you 
want,  Mrs.  Doremus,  and  it  shall  be 
done.” 

Dr.  Prime  urged  the  importance  of 
the  ladies  of  the  Society  publishing 
their  doings — sending  letters  every¬ 
where.  He  remarked  playfully  that  he 
sent  a  letter  every  week  to  30,000  peo¬ 
ple.  He  hoped  the  ladies  would  per¬ 
secute  the  editors  of  all  the  papers  to 
give  notice  of  their  work,  and  congrat¬ 
ulated  them  on  having  an  “organ” — the 
Rocky  Mountain  Presbyterian. 
This  led  to  glowing  words  of  commend¬ 


ation  of  its  editor,  Rev.  Dr.  Jackson, 
called,  Dr.  Prime  said,  the  “Bishop  of 
the  Great  West.” 

The  rich  vein  of  pleasantry  that  in 
a  great  measure  had  run  thus  far  run 
through  Dr.  Prime’s  address  was  now 
dropped,  and  its  closing  portion  was 
marked  with  such  deep  spiritual  fervor  as 
could  not  fail  to  awaken  in  every  heart 
impulses  and  inspirations  which  if  car¬ 
ried  out  would  lead  to  reconsccration  and 
increased  effort  on  the  part  of  every 
woman  in  her  Master’s  work. 

The  closing  prayer  was  offered  by 
Rev.  James  Lewis,  of  Michigan,  a  warm 
friend  of  Home  Missions,  and  who  is 
well-known  as  indeed  a  true  Christian 
patriot.  L. 


June,  1679. 
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ADDRESS  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE i 
COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Women  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church :  Vu  nt? 

Through  the  kindness  of  Rev.  Shel- 


don  Jackson,  D.  D.,  we  are  allowed  to 
present  the  special  work  of  our  Execu- 
i  tive  Committee,  from  month  to  month, 

|  in  these  columns.  It  is  essential  that 
we  have  some  direct  means  of  commu¬ 
nication  with  the  public.  We  are, 

■  therefore,  especially  favored  in  not  be- 
'  ing  obliged  to  build  and  launch  a  ves- 
i  sel  of  our  own.  We  are  permitted  to 
step  on  board  one  already  well-known 
as  good  and  staunch,  and  that  has  al¬ 
ready  found  its  way  into  many  a  port 
where  we  desire  to  enter.  And,  while 
we  hope  to  obtain  access  to  many  hearts 
as  yet  unimpressed  with  the  greatness 
of  the  work  of  Home  Missions,  and  ig¬ 
norant  of  what  Christian  women  may 
do  for  Christ  in  this  direction,  we  shall 
feel  the  less  hesitancy  in  urging  sub¬ 
scriptions  to  this  Rocky  Mountain 
Presbyterian,  because  we  know  that, 
although  the  part  of  it  allotted  to  our 
Committee  may  not  meet  expectation, 

I  yet  the  ship,  as  a  whole,  will  always 
'  come  richly  freighted  with  facts  of  rare 
and  wonderful  interest  as  regards  the 
general  work.  It  is  of  advantage  to  us 
all  to  get  an  enlarged  view  of  the  whole 
field.  Woman’s  work  is  conjoined  with 
i  that  of  the  entire  Church.  It  is 
neither  wise  nor  desirable  to  isolate  it, 
while  yet  it  is  true  that  every  one  has 
a  special  part  for  which  to  be  respon¬ 
sible. 

Let  us  all  look  to  God,  the  Holy 
Spirit,  for  a  blessing,  leading  every 
worker  to  full  personal  consecration  to  j 
the  service  of  Christ — whatever  he 
may  appoint  for  each  one  to  do.  We 
need  to  be  “endued  with  power  from 
on  high,”  in  order  to  be  used  to  the 
glory  of  God,  through  the  salvation  of 
souls. 

PACTS  NEEDED. 

In  order  to  inspirit  even  earnest 
I  Christian  workers  to  effort  in  any  spe¬ 
cific  direction,  facts  as  to  the  needs  of 
the  case  must  be  brought  forward.  Ig¬ 
norance  is  the  mother  of  apathy.  This 
has  been  the  trouble  about  woman’s 
work  in  Home  Missions.  We  have  not 
known,  until  of  late,  that  there  was  re¬ 
ally  anything  for  us  to  do  for  our  own 
land  beyond  that  in  our  own  families 
or  churches,  and  the  support  of  local 
charities,  and  the  sending  of  “  boxes  ” 


X)  the  families  of  some  of'  our  home 
missionaries.  It  has  been  startling  to 
discover  that  the  sad  pictures  brought 
to  us  from  heathen  lands  find  their 
counterparts,  with  added  misery,  with¬ 
in  our  own  borders,  and  to  be  made 
aware  that,  of  course,  no  one  outside  of 
these  United  States  can,  or  will,  at¬ 
tempt  the  work  of  relief. 

No  fancy  sketches  will  find  their  way 
into  these  columns;  but  we  hope  to 
give,  from  month  to  month,  such  facts 
as  must  compel  attention.  While  the 
far  West  is  emphatically  the  field  for 
Home  Missions,  we  find  in  the  way 
there  great  need  of  gospel  influence. 
Hear  this  voice  from  Northern  Michi¬ 
gan,  taken  from  a  report  read  before  a 


Home  Missionary  Conference  of  the 
Synod  of  Michigan,  October  8,  1878: 

“There  is  scarcely  an  ism  of  any 
kind  but  that  its  representatives  may 
^e  found  in  this  country.  The  pre¬ 
vailing  religion  is  Mammonism.  The 
trod  of  this  world  has  more  worshipers 
than  any  other  god.  The  country  is 
cursed  with  those  who  have  been  Chris-  j 
tians.  Many  are  affected  by  the  ration¬ 
alistic  tendencies  of  modern  ‘culture." 
Many  are  the  avowed  followers  of  Tom 
Paine.  And  multitudes  prefer  the  so- 
called  ‘  liberal  Christianity  ’  to  the  gos¬ 
pel  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  restraints  of 
religion  and  morality  are  felt  far  less 
than  in  the  older  portions  of  the  State. 
Christian  influences  are  exceedingly 
feeble.  The  cross  of  Christ  is  an  of¬ 
fense  and  a  stumbling-block.  . 

« There  are,  indeed,  giants  in  this 
land.  There  are  giants  of  intemper¬ 
ance  and  Sabbath -breaking  and  blas¬ 
phemy  and  infidelity.  There  are  gi¬ 
ants  of  poverty  and  of  indifference  and 
of  worldliness.  But  there  are  also 
spine  of  the  people  of  God.  There  are 

1  many  of  the  members  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  scattered  throughout 
that  northern  country  who  have  been 
1  looking  and  longing  and  praying  for 
help.  They  wish  to  see  the  missionary 
of  their  own  loved  Church,  and  hear 
his  voice,  and  receive  from  him  the 
bread  of  life. 

“  The  one  thing  needed  more  than 
all  others  is  the  gospel  of  Christ.  The 
enlightening,  restraining,  reforming, 
organizing,  saving  influences  of  the 
gospel  are  needed.  We  talk  about 
sending  the  gospel  to  the  heathen.  The 
heathen  are  at  our  dpors.  There  are 
multitudes  of  people  in  the  towns  and 
in  the  forests  of  Northern  Michigan 
who  are  practically  as  ignorant  of  the 


gospel  as  the  inhabitants  of  Africa. 
There  are  many  who  never  read  the 
Bible  nor  hear  the  preached  word.” 

The  dear  Christian  sisters  of  the 
Synodical  Committee  in  the  Synod  ol 
i  Michigan  have  work  to  do  at  their  very 
doors.  Let. them  not  feel  alone  in  it, 
nor  yet  limit  themselves  to  it.  As  they 
put  forth  effort  for  “  regions  beyond  ” 
them,  let  them  be  assured  of  the  sym¬ 
pathy  and  help  of  others  in  that  to  be 
done  in  their  own  State. 

A  member  of  this  Synodical  Com¬ 
mittee  writes:  “  I  hardly  know  what  to 
say  in  regard  to  this  work.  Its  im¬ 
portance  can  not  be  stated  nor  esti¬ 
mated.  If  this  country  is  not  Chris¬ 
tianized,  what  is  to  be  our  future?  We 
have  before  us  unsolved  problems  of 
the  gravest  character.  Not  only  the 
negroes  and  Indians,  but  all  the  for¬ 
eign  element  which  is  so  fast  filling  up 
our  country,  must  come  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  gospel  if  our  country  is 
saved.  But  what  can  we  women  do 
distinctively  in  helping  to  save  this 
land?  .  .  .  Such  questions  come 

home  to  me  very  strongly  when  ap¬ 
proaching  such  a  work.” 

Let  us  look  to  God  for  guidance  in 
every  step.  He  has  already  opened 
more  doors  where  women  can  enter  as 
teachers  than  the  funds  as  yet  contrib¬ 
uted  will  allow  of  their  being  so  em¬ 
ployed.  Woman’s  work  most  appro¬ 
priately  has  special  reference  to  chil¬ 
dren,  who,  according  to  the  training 
received,  may  prove  the  despair,  rather 
than  hope,  of  our  land. 

Liston  now  to  a  voice  from  Texas :  ■ 

[Extract  from  a  letter  from  the  wife  of  a  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary,  dateu  January  13,  1879.] 

“‘Out  in  this  border  land  our  meet-  I 
ings  for  service  are  held  in  school 
buildings,  or  out  in  ‘  God’s  first  tem¬ 
ples,’  the  oak  and  mesquit  groves. 
Many  of  the  people  live  in  poor,  com¬ 
fortless  houses,  and,  so  far  as  they  have 
any  religion,  it  is  mostly  formal  and 
sectarian. 

“  My  husband  and  a  brother  minister 
attended  the  Synodical  Convention  at 
Austin  last  October.  They  hired  a 
spring-wagon,  took  boxes  of  provisions, 
and  traveled  nearly  two  hundred  mile3, 
camping  out  and  sleeping  in  the  open 
air.  With  all  the  toil  and  sacrifice  of 
the  missionaries,  they  meet  with  indif¬ 
ference,  and  sometimes  open  opposition. 


The  minister  musT  not  only  preach, 
but  smy,  for  scarcely  a  church  has  a 
choir.  .  .  .  Can  we  have  your 

prayers  and  co-operation  in  sowing  the 
seed  on  this  wild  and  ruined  land,  that 
we  may  rejoice  together  in  the  harvest,  | 
when  we  lay  our  sheaves  at  the  Savior’s 
feet?  ...  We  have  been  on  the 
field  only  six  months.  I  at  once  com¬ 
menced  to  teach  children  the  Bible. 

A  class  of  youDg  girls  came  twice  a 
week.  This  lasted  for  vacation.  In 
September  the  schools  opened,  and  my 
little  girls  could  not  come  any  more. 
They  were  so  ignorant,  and  so  eager, 

I  felt  quite  unwilling  to  dismiss  them. 
There  were  about  twenty  of  them. 
They  said  :  ‘  Will  you  teach  us  at  noon 
recess?  We  will  bring  lunch  dinners, 
and  we  don’t  care  a  bit  for  play.’ 
What  could  I  say?  I  was  doing  all 
my  housework,  and  had  a  boarder  ;  but 
I  could  not  give  up  my  class.  So  they 
came  every  day,  and  read  with  wonder 
and  delight  all  the  history  of  God’s 
people  till  the  death  of  Moses.  .  .  . 

iTou  will  receive  other  letters  from  the  ] 
dear  sisters  here.  Some  of  them  are 
still  farther  in  the  wilderness.  We 
find  it  very  lonely,  but,  like  John  in 
the  Isle  of  Patmos,  we  have  our 
Savior’s  presence  with  us.  Pray  for  us, 
and  from  the  blessed  heights  of  Mt. 
Zion,  where  you  dwell;  send  us  kind 
words  of  encouragement  if  you  can.” 

This  letter,  sent  to  our  president, 
just  touched  our  hearts.  It  is  exactly 
what  Our  Committee  wants,  viz:  To 
have  those  who  are  doing  our  w'ork  for 
us  in  the  desolate  places  of  our  land, 
turn  to  us  for  sympathy  and  encour¬ 
agement.  Facts  also,  such  as  our  home 
missionary  sisters  can  best  supply,  we 
need  for  arguments  when  bringing  this 
cause  before  those  able  to  give  and 
willing  to  pray. 

YOUR  COMMITTEE  NEEDS  ENCOURAGE¬ 
MENT. 

We,  too,  need  encouragement,  and 
such  messages  as  the  following  it  does  ( 
us  good  to  receive  :  “  I  think  yourior- 
ganization  is  just  what  is  needed  in  our 
churches.  Our  people  know  but  little 
of  the  real  needs  of  the  work.”  An¬ 
other  writes  :  “As  for  myself,  if  I  can 
do  anything,  by  word  or  pen,  to  aid  the 
cause,  I  am  ready  to  do  so  ;  but  I  shall 
need  instruction.  This  is  new  work 
for  women,  but  I  thank  God  that  the 
door  is  opened,  and  that  the  ‘Woman’s 
Executive  Committee  of  Home  Mis-, 
sions’  has  been  formed.” 

Timely  suggestions  also  begin  to 


come  in.  The  friend  above  says  also : 
“  I  have  been  anxious  that  the  ladies 
of  our  Presbytery  should  interest  them¬ 
selves  in  the  building  of  a  school-house 
somewhere  in  the  West,  where  it  might 
form  the  nucleus  and  germ  of  a  church ; 
and  the  thought  has  occurred  to  me 
that  it  would  be  delightful  if  the  ladies 
of  each  Presbytery  might  build  such  a 
house.  If  Dr.  Kendall  or  Dr.  Dickson 
make  out,  or  have  made  out,  the  esti¬ 
mate  of  expenses  for  such  buildings  in 
various  places,  I  should  be  glad  to  see 
the  figures.” 

These  “  figures  ”  will  be  given  below. 

Another  correspondent,  after  com¬ 
mending  the  circular  received,  adds : 
“  There  is  certainly  a  readiness  on  the 
part  of  many  churches  to  fall  in  with 
any  movement  which  can  give  prompt 
Counsel  and  guidance  when  needed,  and 
I  trust  our  Executive  Committee  will 
meet  this  want  surely  and  well.”  The 
Lord  grant  it  so,  that  out  of  our  very 
weakness  we  may  be  made  strong  in 
Him  for  every  good  word  and  work. 

SECRET  OF  SUCCESS. 

Another  correspondent,  who  has 
proved  herself  a  most  efficient  worker, 
in  answer  to  inquiry,  gives  in  a  few 
words  one  secret  of  success:  “I  am 
afraid  you  can  not  rely  upon  me  to  give 
the  secret  of  getting  everybody  to 
work.  In  our  own  church,  the  only 
thing  to  do  is  to  say,  ‘Come,  let  us  do 
so  and  so  not  ‘Go  and  do  it.’  I  try 
to  let  see  that  I  am  in  earnest.  That 
is  the  only  way  to  get  anything  done,  i 
I  would  that  all  the  women  in  the  land 
could  only  feel  their  responsibility  in 
this  work.  We  would  then  have  more 
earnest  workers  for  Christ.” 

OUR  CIRCULAR. 

This  circular  has  now  been  extens¬ 
ively  circulated,  yet  scarcely  giving  the 
average  of  two  copies  to  a  church.  Let 
us  all  pray  that  the  seed  thus  sown  may 
bring  forth  a  rich  harvest.  This  can 
not  be  secured  in  a  general  way.  In 
the  wheat- field  each  separate  grain 
must  germinate  and  grow  independ¬ 
ently  of  all  the  rest,  or  all  the  labor 
bestowed  is  in  vain.  The  responses  are 
beginning  to  come  in.  May  they  be 
multiplied  more  and  more.  Please 
send  for  such  additional  copies  of  the 


circular  as  you  can  use  to  advantage ; 

and  any  donations  to  meet  the  expense 

of  them  will  be  thankfully  received. 

* 

SCHOOL-HOUSES  ANIJ  MISSION  PREMISES. 

The  Board  of  Home  Missions  has 
published  a  leaflet  regarding  such  build¬ 
ings,  which  will  be  forwarded  on  appli¬ 
cation  to  our  Committee.  The  expenses 
vary,  according  to  location  and  size, 
from  five  hundred  dollars  to  two  thou¬ 
sand  dollars. 

teachers’  salaries. 

Let  any  church,  or  Presbytery,  which 
desires  to  assume  the  entire  support  of 
a  teacher  in  U  tah,  New  Mexico  or 
Alaska,  let  us  know,  and,  no  doubt, 
some  satisfactory  arrangement  can  be 
made. 

The  salaries  required  are:  In  Utah, 
three  hundred  dollars  per  year  ;  in  New 
Mexico  and  Alaska,  five  hundred  dol¬ 
lars  per  year. 

“  BOXES.” 

Work  in  this  direction  is  usually 
done  in  the  fall,  but  some  societies 
keep  up  the  effort  through  the  year, 
and  contribute  much  valuable  under¬ 
clothing  for  the  comfort  of  home  mis¬ 
sionary  families.  We  earnestly  ask  all 
who  send  a  box  or  barrel  to  report  all 
about  it  to  the  Synodical  Committee  in 
their  own  Synod,  or  else  to  us  direct. 
Some  of  our  correspondents  could  en¬ 
large  on  the  necessity  of  such  report¬ 
ing,  in  order  to  equalize  the  distribution 
of  such  boxes  to  best  effect. 

MONEY. 

All  contributions  of  money  should 
be  sent  to  Mrs  M.  E.  Boyd,  Box  38G3, 
23  Center  street,  New  York,  or  to  the 
Treasurer  of  your  own  Synodical  Com¬ 
mittee,  if  appointed. 

auxiliaries. 

Local  societies  already  auxiliary  to 
some  efficient  organization,  approved  by 
the  Synod,  have  no  reason  to  disturb 
their  relations  to  it.  The  great  thing 
is  to  have  the  work  done  through  what¬ 
ever  channel. 

Any  further  information  possible  in 
*  the  power  of  the  Executive  Committee 
will  be  gladly  sent  on  application  to 
officers  whose  names  and  address  are 
given  in  the  heading. 


TV  Oman's  Executive  Committee  of  Home 

missions  ofllie  Presbyterian  Church. 

Tbis  Executive  Committee,  recently  or¬ 
ganized,  not  by  any  self-electicn,  but  on 
the  plan  recommended  by  the  General 
Assembly,  does  not  propose  to  disturb  any 
work  already  carried  on,  with  the  approv¬ 
al  of  the  Synods,  by  any  Society  or  Board, 
large  or  small.  It  is  not  necessary  that 
any  local  society  should  make  any  change 
in  its  auxiliary  relations.  The  object  of 
the  Executive  Committee  is  rather  to  en-, 
list  the  women  of  the  Church  everywhere 
in  efforts  for  Home  Missions.  It  is  most 
important,  however,  for  the  good  of  the 

cause  and  of  all  concerned,  that  these 

* 

efforts,  however  put  forth,  should  be  uni¬ 
fied.  As  far  as  the.  Synods  may  think 
best  to  appoint  the  officers  of  existing  so¬ 
cieties  as  members  of  Synodical  Commit¬ 
tees  on  Home  Missions,  and  these  women 
are  willing  to  serve,  organic  union  is  at 
once  effected.  This  may  be  seen  by  No. 
5  of  “Plans  of  Work,”  and  No.  6  of  the 
“Regulations,”  as  printed  in  the  circular 
that  has  been  sent  out,  at  least  one  to 
every  church  in  connection  with  our  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly.  It  may  take  a  little  time 
to  make  the  plan  of  organization  of  this 
Executive  Committee  plainly  understood, 
for  it  is  as  yet  unique  through  its  close 

connection  with  the  order  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church.  Any  further  explanation 
as  to  matters,  not  understood  from  the 
circular,  will  be  made  very  willingly  if 
desired. 


By  order  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
F.  E.  H.  Haines,  Secretary. 

Box  3863-23  Cen  tre  Street 
New  York,  Feb.  5,  187!). 


On  Friday,  May  24,  a  convention 
behalf  of  Home  Missions  was  held 
the  First  Church  of  Pittsburg,  by  tl 
ladies  in  attendance  at  the  General  A 
sembly. 

Mrs.  W.  A.  Herron,  of  Pittsbur 
was  chosen  to  preside,  and  Mrs.  W.  1 
Paxton,  of  Allegheny,  secretary.  R( 
ports  were  received  and  read  from  th 
Cadies’  Board  of  Missions,  New  York 
the  Baptist  Woman’s  Home  Missio 
Society  of  the  United  States;  the  La 
dies  Synodical  Societies  of  Minnesota 
Iowa,  and  Western  New  York. 

Also,  missionary  letters  were  receivec 
rom  Mrs.  A.  II.  McFarland,  Alaska 
K-  PaImer,  ^uoi.  New  Mexico 
?}!“  “•  K-  Santa  Pe,  and 

M“  Burn^a*n,  Taos,  New  Mexico. 

aWc  PaP«  on  organization  was 


received  and  read  from  Mrs.  Julia  Mc¬ 
Nair  Wright. 

A  resolution  was  received  from  the 
Woman’s  Presbyterian  Society  of  Day- 
ton,  asking  for  the  organization  of  a  Na¬ 
tional  Woman’s  Board  of  Home  Mis¬ 
sions. 

Mrs.  0.  E.  Boyd,  of  New  Jersey; 
Mrs.  S.  F.  Scovel,  of  Pittsburg ;  Mrs. 
D.  H.  Montgomery,  of  Ohio ;  and  Mrs. 
W.  N.  Paxton,  of  Allegheny,  were  ap¬ 
pointed  a  committee  to  present  resolu- 
lutions  and  nominate  a  committee  to 
confer  with  the  ladies  of  the  New  York 
Board  with  reference  to  a  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Society. 

Mrs.  S.  F.  Seovel,  Pittsburg,  Pa. ; 
Mrs.  O.  E.  Boyd,  Bahway,  N.  J.;  Mrs. 
B.  T.  Haines,  Elizabeth,  N.  J.;  Mrs.  D. 
M.  Miller,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.;  Mrs.  M. 
Newkirk,  Philadelphia;  Mrs.  Hoge,  Chi¬ 
cago  ;  Mrs.  J.  H.  Kendall,  Laporte, 
Ind  ;  Mrs.  J.  H.  Montgomery,  Dayton, 
Ohio  ;  Mrs.  0.  E.  Huntington,  Cleve¬ 
land,  Ohio;  Mrs.  J.  McNair  Wright, 
Carlisle,  Pa.;  Mrs.  G.  D.  Harrington, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  and  Mrs.  Osborn, 
New  York  City,  were  appointed  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  confer  with  the  New  York 
ladies  and  arrange  for  future  work. 

At  a  popular  meeting  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  addresses  were  made  by  Bev.  Hen¬ 
ry  Kendall,  D.  D.;  Rev.  R,  G.  McNiece, 
Utah;  Rev.  Jas.  M.  Roberts,  New 
Mexico,  and  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson, 
D.  D. 

Mrs.  S.  F.  Scovel  gave  a  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  reception  on  the  following  Saturday 
evening,  which  was  very  enjoyable. 

The  meeting  appointed  with  the  New 
l  ork  ladies  was  held  at  New  YTork  City 
on  June  11.  The  proceedings  of  this 
meeting  have  not  been  received. 


Bi  t  if  we  had  all  the  women  in  our 
great  Presbyterian  Church— Oh,  if  we 
had  all  the  Christian  women  in  all  the  I 
churches  in  our  great  land  roused  up 
to  work  in  this  good  cause,  our  hearts 
knit  together  in  love  for  each  other,  in 
love  for  the  work  and  above  all  in  love 
to  Him  who  calls  us  to  the  work,  we 
might  encircle  the  world  with  a  belt  of 
light  and  tru  h  and  love. 


MISSIONARIES’  WIVES. 

T\  hile  all  men  are  greatly  indebted 
to  good  wives  for  whatever  of  good  they 
accomplish,  as  well  as  for  their  own 
happiness,  this  is  specially  true  of  mis¬ 
sionaries. 

One  of  the  veterans  in  the  service  of 
the  American  Sunday-school  Union, 
rejoicing  over  his  wife’s  recovery  from 
dangerous  illness,  writes  to  friends  this 
tribute.  It  is  due  as  well  to  Home 
Missionary  wives,  and  a  lover  of  Home 
Missions  will  be  glad  to  see  it  paid  in 
the  columns  of  The  Home  Missionary . 

“Forty-four  years  this  brave  woman 
has  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder  with 
me,  in  the  battle  of  life.  I  recall  many 
seasons  of  extreme  darkness,  when  mis¬ 
fortunes  fell  so  heavily  that  my  weak, 
nature  was  almost  ready  to  give  up, 
and  in  the  bitterness  of  disappointment 
I  must  have  fallen,  had  not  her  im¬ 
plicit  faith  and  trust  in  God,  and  her 
undaunted  courage,  lifted  me  on  my 
feet ;  and  success  has  been  the  sure  re¬ 
sult.  I  can  not  tell  how  many  times  I 
have  come  in  from  missionary  itineracy 
among  the  destitute  on  my  field,  so  sad 
and  weary  that  I  was  ready  to  say,  ‘I 
can  not  go  out  again  from  my  pleasant 
home  to  encounter  such  toils,  privations 
and  hardships,’  when  her  cheerful 
counsel,  her  peculiar  way  of  turning 
‘the  bright  side’  toward  me,  has-re- 
kindled  the  missionary  spirit,  and  again 
toils  and  privations  have  been  a  pleas¬ 
ure.  Surely  she  has  been  a  helpmeet 
to  me.  Excuse  this  weakness.” 

No,  this  is  no  weakness,  but  a  just 
tribute.  Honor  to  whom  honor  is  due. 
How  much  do  the  churches  owe  to  mis¬ 
sionary  wives  ! — Home  Mission. 


<  NOTES  FROM  LADIES  SOCIE¬ 
TIES.  /me  I 

Oxford,  0. — The  ladies  have  or¬ 
ganized  a  Woman’s  Home  Mission  So¬ 
ciety.  Mrs.  E.  M.  Hughes,  of  the 
same  church,  has  organized  her  Sabbath- 
school  class  into  a  Home  Mission  Band. 

Brookville,  Pa. —  Ladies’  Home 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  has  the  following  officers  :  Mrs. 
Sarah  English,  President ;  Mrs.  Ellen 
Boss,  Vice-President ;  Mrs.  Sarah  A. 
Barr,  Seci’etary ;  Miss  Belle  Orr, 
Treasurer. 

Albany,  N.  Y. — The  ladies  of  the 
State  Street  Presbyterian  Church  have 
assumed  the  support  of  a  lady  mission¬ 
ary  in  New  Mexico  or  Utah. 


Is  it  True? — It  has  several  times 
been  said  in  our  hearing  that  there  is 
not  sufficient  executive  ability  among 
the  women  of  the  churches  to  officer 
and  manage  efficiently  a  Woman  s 
Home  Mission  Society,  in  addition  to 
the  societies  now  existing.  )W<D 

Editorial  Notes. 

Wanted  for  the  King. 

Wanted ,  women  tender  and  true , 

Women' s  work  none  else  can  do. 

Women  sit  in  darkness  yonder , 

While  we  hesitate  and  wonder — 

Women  cursed  with  bands  that  tighten, 
Bands  of  caste  which  nought  can  lighten. 
Sisters  !  give  a  helping  hand — 

Take  God's  peace  to  a  sin-cursed  land. 

Hear  ye  not  the  echo  ring  ? 

“  Women  wantea  for  the  King!  ' 
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A  report  by  Mrs.  Miller  presenting  the  work  of 
the  First  Church  Mission  Band. 

The  result  of  19  meetings,  and  of  box  placed  in 
the  vestibule  of  the  chapel,  were  found  to  be  a 
great  number  of  letters,  papers  and  magazines  to 
be  sent  to  missionaries,  and  $221.05  ’n  money. 

A  letter  from  Mrs.  C.  E.  Schaufler,  missionary 
from  Austria,  regretting  her  inability  to  be  with  us 
to  address  the  meeting,  was  then  read. 

A  note  from  the  Society  of  the  Northwest,  send- 
ing  greetings  and  regrets  that  distance  prevents 
any  of  them  from  being  present. 

A  dispatch  from  Mr.  Judson. 

Mrs.  Walker  was  then  called  upon  to  read  a  pa¬ 
per  giving  her  personal  experience  of  work  in  the 
West.  She  said  :  “  I  will  give  you,  as  briefly  as 
possible,  a  review  of  the  work  in  Utah,  and  a 
glimpse  of  life,  as  I  have  seen  it,  in  Colorado.” 

In  turning  to  CTtah,  dear  friends,  my  mind  runs 
rapidly  back  over  the  last  five,  seven  years — yes, 
even  longer  ago — to  the  time  I  first  listened  to  an 
appeal  from  one  of  our  Home  Mission  Secretaries, 
our  earnest,  untiring  worker  for  missions,  Dr. 
Sheldon  Jackson.  Doubtless  many  of  you  have 
known  him  for  years.  I  think,  too,  of  the  efforts 
made  by  a  little  band  of  women  organized  for 
Home  Mission  work  in  a  wide-awake  town  and 
church  in  Iowa,  whom  he  addressed  at  various 
times. 

How  we  talked,  wrote,  planned  and  prayed  to 
be  shown  some  effectual  way  to  work  for  Home 
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Missions  !  The  Home  Mission  Board,  refusing  to 
open  a  way  for  woman’s  work — refusing  to  aid  in  es¬ 
tablishing  such  auxiliaries  as  our  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions  recognized,  we  sought  for  some  other 
channel  by  which  we  could  work  and  lead  others 
to  work.  We  corresponded  with  Dr.  Jackson  and 
others.  In  the  meantime  we  sent  off  mission- 
boxes;  we  raised  some  money  for  the  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Band  ;  but  it  seemed  so  little,  and  our  mem- 
berswere  so  small.  What  next  could  we  do?  Again 
we  besought  Dr.  Jackson  for  some  special  wTork  and 
some  means  of  organized  effort,  if  not  through  the 
Home  Boaid,  outside  of  it.  He  told  us  in  earnest 
words  of  the  Rev.  D.  J.  McMillan  and  the  work  he 
had  undertaken  in  Utah  ;  told  of  his  pressing  need 
of  assistance  that  the  Board  could  not  then  grant. 
We  opened  correspondence  with  Mr.  McMillan  ; 
learned  of  his  field  and  its  necessities,  and  we 
found,  at  last,  work  enough  and  to  spare.  About 
this  time,  too,  a  friend  of  one  of  our  ladies  returned 
from  an  extended  business  trip  in  Utah  ;  he  had 
been  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  learned  of  Mr.  McMillan's 
work  from  Mormon  and  anti-Mormon  standpoints, 
and  urged  us  on  in  our  Utah  work.  As  I  turn  in 
thought  to  those  early  days  of  Mission  work  in 
Utah,  I  would  like  to  carry  you  with  me,  that  we 
may  together  rejoice  over  the  work  that  has  been 
accomplished  ;  the  strong  positions  that  have  been 
gained,  while  we  pledge  ourselves  anew  for  the 
tremendous  work  that  lies  beyond  and  must  be  done 
—God  helping  us.  When  Mr.  McMillan  left  Salt 
Lake  City,  early  in  1875,  for  the  populous  San 
Pete  Valley — some  17,000  people  there — he  left 
behind  him  all  Christian  friends.  He  located  at 


Mt.  Pleasant,  120  miles  from  any  Christian,  a 
young  man,  a  stranger,  and  alone.  Of  his  strug¬ 
gle  to  obtain  a  foothold  there  ;  of  his  trials,  his 
hardships,  the  enmity,  the  threats,  the  vile  plot¬ 
tings  of  the  Mormon  priesthood,  1  cannot  speak 
now.  Only  a  brave  heart  and  a  firm  faith 
could  have  kept  him  at  his  post  of  duty, 
He  worked  steadily  on  amid  abuse  and  threats. 
When  warned  that  his  life  was  in  danger,  for¬ 
bidden  to  preach,  he  took  his  place  undaunted 
at  the  desk,  opened'  his  Bible,  quietly  laying 
his  revolver  thereon,  and  proceeded  to  preach 
Christ  and  Him  Crucified.  Need  I  say  he  was  not 
harmed?  In  times  of  deepest  perplexity  and  dis¬ 
couragement,  He,  who  is  ever  ready  to  hear  and 
answer  the  cry  of  His  children,  heard  and  delivered 
him. 

When  only  one  building  in  Mt.  P.  could  be  se¬ 
cured  for  school  and  Sabbath  services,  and  that 
only  by  its  purchase,  Mr.  McM.  bought  it,  giving^ 
his  own  note  for  it,  not  knowing  how  he  could 
ever  pay  for  it.  He  sought  far  and  wide  for  aid. 

I  do  not  remember  for  how  long  a  time  his  note 
was  given,  but  it  was  passing  rapidly.  He  wrote 
appeal  after  appeal  for  aid.  He  came  East  at  his 
own  expense,  and  begged  for  aid.  The  various 
Boards  could  not  grant  it.  The  Mormons,  fright¬ 
ened  at  his  earnest  work, were  determined  to  drive 
him  out,  and  would  grant  him  no  extension  of 
time.  The  day  of  payment  still  drew  near  ;  fail¬ 
ure  to  pay  meant  total  failure  in  mission  work  in 
Mt.  P.,  and  a  ruinous  blow  to  the  work  else¬ 
where.  Still  he  worked  on,  praying,  trusting. 
Little  by  little  the  money  came,  but  not  enough. 
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He  used  every  cent  he  had  or  could  raise  ;  still, 
not  enough.  The  last  month  came — the  last 
week  ;  one  hope  failed  after  another.  Then  the 
last  day  came ;  swiftly  the  last  hour  followed.  He 
had  given  up  all  hope  through  man’s  agency,  and 
long  before  had  left  the  matter  in  God’s  hands. 
The  mail  came  in  ;  a  letter  was  handed  Mr.  McM. 
It  came  from  an  unexpected  source.  He  opened 
a  letter,  and  a  check  dropped  out  more  than  cover¬ 
ing  the  amount  needed  !  He  looked  at  his  watch  ; 
just  half  an  hour  to  spare  !  The  house  and  lot 
were  safe  !  Truly  “  the  Lord  is  good — a  strong¬ 
hold  in  the  day  of  troubles,  and  He  knoiveth  them 
that  trust  in  Him.”  I  must  not  speak  of  the 
steady  growth  of  that  enterprise  through  all  these 
years,  familiar  as  I  am  with  it. 

Of  the  new  impulse  that  has  been  given  to 
woman’s  home  mission  work,  its  greater  efficiency 
caused  by  the  change  of  plans  here  at  the  base  of 
supplies ,  I  have  no  time  to  touch  upon.  1  keep 
my  fa’ce  steadily  westward,  and  what  do  I  see 
from  these  small  beginnings  in  the  San  Pete  Val¬ 
ley  ?  Schools  springing  up  as  if  by  magic;  chap¬ 
els  being  built  and  school-houses  ;  missionaries  and 
teachers  going  to  the  front,  as  fast  as  we  furnish 
the  money  to  send  them  !  I  say  “  as  if  by  magic.” 
Oh  !  it  was  no  magical  work,  but  a  steady  matter- 
of-fact,  hand-to-hand  conflict  with  many  forms  of 
sin  and  ignorance.  It  was  then — it  is  still — a  hard 
task,  repulsive  in  many  of  its  features,  discourag¬ 
ing.  And  only  great  love  to  God — only  the  most 
self-denying  love  to  our  fellow  -  creatures — can 
prompt  those  workers  to  it,  and  only  God’s  infin¬ 
ite  grace  and  strength  can  sustain  them  in  it. 
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Of  one  of  these  devoted  teachers  I  must  make 
brief  mention,  because  many  of  you  have  special 
interest  in  her,  and  I  can  speak  from  personal 
knowledge  of  her.  I  refer  to  Miss  Anna  Noble, 
now  of  Franklin,  Idaho,  but  who  did  such  good 
service  at  Springville,  Utah.  Wonderfully  capable 
and  self-sacrificing,  she  is  doing  most  efficient 
work.  Her  school  is  exceeding  its  limits,  the  last 
pupils  admitted  having  to  bring  their  own  seats 
with  them.  She  numbers  at  least  one  young  mar¬ 
ried  man  among  her  pupils.  Because  of  her  suc¬ 
cess  at  Springville,  she  was  given  this  new  field  all 
alone  at  Franklin.  She  is  superintendent  and 
teacher  of  both  the  day  and  Sunday-school.  No 
Christian  minister  within  twenty  miles  ;  but  with 
courage  and  trust  she  works  on  alone. 

Dear  friends,  do  we  comprehend  the  work  these 
brave  women  are  striving  to  do  in  that  desolate 
portion  of  our  Master’s  vineyard? — work  so  try¬ 
ing,  so  repulsive  in  many  of  its  features;  all  alone, 
humanly  speaking,  in  the  midst  of  communities  so 
low  and  depraved  that  we  cannot  speak  even  of 
the  depths  of  their  vileness. 

Let  us  glance  from  these  beginnings  to  the  par¬ 
tial  results  now  as  human  eyes  see  them.  I  can 
best  do  this  by  reading  you  a  few  extracts  from  a 
letter  received  from  Mr.  McM.  some  weeks  ago: 

When  we  began  to  correspond  I  had  but  one  teacher  in  my  field; 
now  I  have  forty-five.  Then  there  were  two  ministers  at  work  in 
Utah  ;  no7o  we  have  seventeen.  Then  we  were  in  the  midst  of 
trial  ;  now  we  are  rejoicing  in  some  degree  of  triumph.  Then 
we  asked  our  friends  in  the  East  to  believe  in  our  hopes  and  pre¬ 
dictions  for  the  future  ;  now  we  are  giving  thanks  and  asking 
them  to  help  us  praise  God  for  His  evident  sanction  and  blessing 
upon  our  work. 

We  have  a  church  at  Mt.  Pleasant — the  point  you  are  most  in- 
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terested  in — of  about  40  members.  (There  are  42  names,  but  a 
few  have  removed  to  other  points.) 

Then  we  have  two  other  churches  in  that  valley  and  three  in  an 
adjoining  valley,  and  two  in  the  northern  part  of  the  Territory, 
besides  the  one  in  Salt  Lake  City. 

We  have  in  all  our  schools  1588  scholars,  and  in  the  Sabbath- 
schools  1589. 

Written  October  21,  1882. 

From  his  own  lips,  in  February,  1882,  I  learned  “that  ten  min¬ 
isters  were  most  urgently  needed  now  ;  that  twenty  lady  teachers 
were  ready  to  go  to  Utah,  but  no  funds  at  hand  to  send  them,  and 
places  ready  for  forty.” 

And  now,  as  I  turn  from  Utah,  with  its  teachers 
and  schools — its  peculiar  mission  work— I  must 
beg  you  to  remember,  wonderful  as  its  work  has 
been  thus  far,  it  is  still  only  the  opening  of  the 
work.  Never  has  the  need  been  greater  or  the  cry 
for  help  more  importunate.  Do  not  be  comforted 
by  the  work  Congress  seems  to  be  doing!  Our 
work  remains  unchanged.  The  Mormons  do  not 
fear  or  hate  Congress  as  they  do  the  few  Christian 
men  and  women  who  have  gone  among  them  to 
teach  and  to  preach  the  unsearchable  riches  of 
Christ. 

Mr.  McMillan  said,  only  a  few  weeks  ago,  that 
“  twenty  lady  teachers  were  ready  now  to  go  on  to 
the  field,  but  no  money  to  send  them.”'  “  And  I 
have  places  for  forty"  he  added.  He  called  upon 
the  Board  for  more  ministers,  but  could  not  get 
them,  so  came  East  to  find  them.  Pray  for  Utah 
and  its  missions  !  Pray  earnestly,  and  withhold 
not  your  gifts  ! 

Can  I  still  trespass  upon  your  time,  my  friends, 
while  I  try  to  tell  you  of  Colorado  and  its  needs  ? 
While  I  try  to  bring  out  the  shadows  strongly  on 
the  glowing  pictures  you  may  have  formed  of  life 


in  the  Rocky  Mountains  ?  I  will  try  to  tell  only  of 
things  I  “  do  know  and  testify  of  that  I  have  seen. 
I  ask  your  attention,  not  for  myself.  I  could  not 
presume  to  come  before  you  and  occupy  so  much 
of  your  time,  only  for  the  pressing  need  of  our 
fast-growing  young  State.  My  father  was  the  pio¬ 
neer  missionary — the  first  to  carry  the  message  of 
Salvation  into  the  Rocky  Mountains.  For  more 
than  twenty  years  his  heart  and  his  labors  were 
given  to  home  missions  in  Colorado  ;  only  the 
time  he  was  absent  as  chaplain  of  a  Colorado  reg¬ 
iment  during  the  war.  His  last  charge  was  the 
little  mining-town  of  Irwin,  Col. — the  highest 
church  in  America,  the  elevation  being  10,700  feet. 
There  he  labored  among  those  snow-capped  peaks 
most  successfully,  his  last  work  being  the  building 
of  a  neat  little  church-edifice  there.  When  God 
called  him  home,  last  Winter,  I  solemnly  renewed 
my  vows  of  devotion  to  the  cause  of  missions — to 
steady  service  for  the  Master  on  the  home  field.  I 
pray  earnestly  that  his  warmth  of  fervent  piety, 
of  faith  and  consecration  to  this  great  work,  may 
fall  upon  me. 

We  read  so  much  of  the  wonderful  wealth  of 
Colorado,  its  grand  scenery,  its  almost  magical 
growth  ;  and  yet  the  half  is  not  written.  Tourists 
write  it  up  brilliantly.  Health-seekers  visit  Den¬ 
ver,  Colorado  Springs,  Manitou,  etc.,  and  picture 
it  as  a  paradise  to  those  in  search  of  health  ;  and 
so  it  is  !  Looking  at  it  from  a  business  standpoint, 
as  capitalists  do,  its  resources  are  wonderful.  It  is 
all  true,  and  yet  only  half  the  truth.  On  one 
point  all  candid  people  do  agree:  it  is  a  godless 
country  !  What  that  means  only  those  can  com- 
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prehend  who  have  gone  from  its  cities  to  its  min¬ 
ing  towns,  up  the  canons,  across  the  parks.  Words 
fail  me  in  which  to  portray  Colorado  life  in  its 
strange  wickedness.  And  yet  I  feel  impelled  to 
try  it.  Many  people  think  of  Colorado  and  the 
Far  West  as  wild,  totally  uncivilized,  Indians  and 
ignorant  whites,  bears,  buffaloes  and  burros,  all 
mixed  in  together,  with  a  sprinkling  of  Eastern 
people  sandwiched  in  as  civilizers.  It  is  truly  a 
strange  mixture,  but  very  different  are  the  ingre¬ 
dients  that  cause  us  most  trouble  from  what  you 
suppose.  Shall  I  tell  you  what  the  East  contrib¬ 
utes?  She  sends  cultured  people,  I  grant;  many 
more  than  even  you  know.  Many  a  rough  mining 
suit  covers  a  college  graduate.  We  have  many 
more  gentlemen  than  ladies  now.  A  large  num¬ 
ber  are  college-bred  ;  many  are  so-called  “advanced 
thinkers,”  “  liberal-minded.”  They  sneer  at  puri¬ 
tanical  ideas  and  Bible-teachings  ;  are  a  law  unto 
themselves.  Pitiable  work  they  make  of  it  ! 
Many  rich  but  unscrupulous  men  come,  too  — 
neither  for  health  or  pleasures,  they  sneeringly 
say;  but  their  influence  is  all  on  the  side  of  evil. 
Then  you  send  on  a  great  mass  of  your  foreign 
element,  with  their  beer  and  beer-gardens,  and 
they  make  our  Sabbaths  a  gala  day.  Of  beardless 
youths  and  young  men  there  come  a  countless  mul¬ 
titude  from  all  conditions  of  life  ;  and,  oh  !  they  so 
quickly  fall  into  the  ranks  of  our  great  army  of 
profane,  intemperate  Sabbath-breakers  !  You 
send  us  many  church-members,  of  the  kind  John 
writes  of  (Rev.  iii,  i),  “  having  a  name  to  live,  but 
are  dead."  With  these  are  mixed  the  worst,  most 
desperate  characters  of  Southern  life.  Indeed, 
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many  of  that  class — gamblers,  blacklegs, etc. — come 
from  all  parts  of  the  country.  We  have  many 
hot-bl6oded  Southerners  and  many  wide-awake, 
stirring  Western  men,  bent  on  making  money.  But 
whatever  they  are  on  other  points,  they  all  claim 
equality.  Every  man  is  as  good  as  his  neighbor  ; 
and  all  care  little  for  religion.  Unto  this  mixed 
multitude  come  many  Christian  people  of  all  de¬ 
nominations.  You  have  sent  us  many  of  these. 
Of  course,  the  large  towns  have  flourishing  church¬ 
es,  but  outside  of  that  the  condition  is  alarming. 
The  very  air  of  Colorado  seems  tainted  with  a 
spirit  of  recklessness  and  wickedness  most  deplor¬ 
able.  In  the  miningtowns  vice  runs  riot.  Saloons 
and  dance-houses  outnumber  all  others;  gambling 
dens  meet  one  at  everv  turn.  Men  generailv  go 
aimed,  and  revolvers  generally  settle  all  disputes. 
Even  small  boys  carry  pistols,  and  use  them,  too. 
Fallen  women  parade  the  streets  shamelessly,  and 
draw  in  countless  multitudes  to  their  dance- 
houses.  Everywhere  profanity  is  heard ;  most 
shocking  oaths  pour  out  on  all  occasions.  Oh, 
friends!  what  a  country  for  our  young  men  to 
seek  !  Can  vou  not  aid  us  to  better  things  ?  We 
need  more  ministers — more  churches.  We  must 
have  aid  to  do  this.  Not  from  poverty,  but  indif¬ 
ference,  not  entirely  from  indifference,  but  from  the 
heavy  demands  upon  men  for  money  for  public 
needs;  buildings  to  be  erected;  streets  to  be 
graded  ;  the  indispensable  irrigating  ditches  to  be 
dug.  We  only  ask  aid  for  a  few  years;  then  we, 
in  turn,  will  aid  others.  I  could  give  you  facts  if 
I  had  the  time  to  show  this. 

W  onderful  returns  from  Home  Mission  Con- 
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vention  of  twelve  years  ago,  now  pouring  out 
their  hundreds  and  thousands  to  help  others.  I 
do  not  ask  this  for  our  children  any  more  than  for 
yours — for  our  sons  any  more  than  for  your  sons. 
Oh,  I  could  tell  you  of  so  many  things  that  would 
wring  the  hearts  of  you  mothers.  In  the  little 
mountain  town  I  have  tried  to  call  home,  we  held 
our  Sunday-school  for  more  than  a  year  in  my  hus¬ 
band’s  office,  bringing  in  planks,  and  laying  them 
on  boxes  for  seats;  then,  every  Sunday  evening, 
we  would  have  services  in  the  same  place,  our 
Home  Mission  supplying  another  locality  for  the 
morning.  My  husband  is  Superintendent.  I  had 
charge  of  the  infant  class,  numbering  about  fifty- 
six,  when  I  left.  From  friends  in  Dr.  Dana’s 
Church,  Philadelphia,  we  had  a  gift  of  a  new  cab¬ 
inet  organ.  All  would  come  who  had  room,  many 
going  away  for  lack  of  seats.  This  is  no  isolated 
experience,  it  is  the  case  all  through  the  mining 
camps.  We  need  bells  as  much  as  we  do  churches, 
so  few  have  time-pieces  of  any  kind.  My  hus¬ 
band’s  office,  unlike  most  places  of  business,  was 
not  open  on  the  Sabbath  ;  but  often,  as  we  were 
preparing  it  for  Sunday-school  and  evening  ser¬ 
vice,  men  would  come  to  do  business.  Instead  of 
that  we  would  invite  them  to  our  services.  Some 
with  shrugs  would  say  :  “  Oh,  I  used  to  go,  back 
in  God’s  country,  but  not  here.”  Others,  with  quiv¬ 
ering  lips,  would  say:  “  I  saw  no  church,  so  didn’t 
know  there  was  anywhere  to  go — haven’t  heard  a 
sermon  in  six  months,  a  year,  two  or  five  years,  as 
the  case  might  be;  at  least  not  since  they  left 
God's  country.” 

Think  of  thousands  living  in  this  fearful  way, 
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many  of  them  as  carefully  reared,  as  much  be¬ 
loved  as  your  boys  and  mine!  Will  you  remem¬ 
ber  Colorado  and  all  the  far  West  in  your  prayers, 
and  work  for  Home  Mission  ?  As  in  Utah,  so 
here,  the  need  is  now ,  the  cause  most  pressing. 
Only  a  little  while,  and  many  of  these  will  be  laid 
in  unknown  graves  out  there.  It  maybe  yours,  or 
mine  will  the  victims  of  our  own  neglect,  our 
hearts  bursting  with  the  agony  of  it.  We  must 
have  men  and  money.  Ministers  and  churches, 
can  you  aid  us?  Will  you  do  it  ? 

Mrs.  Green,  President  of  the  Home  Executive 
Committee  was  next  introduced.  She  said  :  “  I 
think  Mrs.  Walker  has  put  the  work  of  Home 
Missions  so  thoroughly  and  feelingly  before  you, 
there  is  not  left  anything  for  me  to  add,  except 
that  we  need  funds  for  all  the  work  in  the  West. 
I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  say  how  very  thankful  we 
are  that  we  have  the  Home  Department  of  this 
society  with  us.  It  gave  us  great  pleasure  to  wel¬ 
come  you.  This  union  was  an  event  gre.atly  de¬ 
sired  by  us.” 

Mrs.  Graham,  of  the  New  York  Society,  was  next 
introduced.  She  said  :  *“  I  would  like  to  ask  the 
ladies,  to-day,  to  unite  with  us  in  foreign  work. 
This  has  long  been  our  earnest  wish.”  She  then 
told  us  of  interesting  work  in  India  and  Siam,  in 
which  they  would  like  our  co-operation.  She  told 
us  of  the  Huyda  Indians  of  Alaska.  So  anxious  are 
they  for  a  teacher,  that  they  promise  to  settle 
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WOMAN’S  SYNODICAL  COMMITTEE 
of  tlie  Synod  of  New  York. 

As  the  “  Ladies’  Board  of  Home  Missions,”  over  which  the 
beloved  and  lamented  Mrs.  Graham  presided  so  long,  has 
transferred  its  Home  Missionary  work  to  the  Woman’s  Syn¬ 
odical  Committee  of  New  York  and  since  many  are  inquiring 
“  What  shall  we  do  now  ?”  “  With  whom  shall  we  corre¬ 

spond  ?  ”  and  “  To  whom  shall  the  money  be  sent  ?  ”  it  has 
been  thought  best  for  me,  as  president  of  the  Woman’s  Syn¬ 
odical  Committee,  to  make  the  following  statements  : 

1.  This  transfer  does  not  necessitate  or  contemplate  any 
change  in  the  various  missionary  societies  in  the  State. 
Those  who  have  been  giving  to  Home  and  Foreign  Missions 
under  one  society  in  the  past  let  them  continue  to  do  the 
same  in  future.  The  Synodical  Committee  has  no  control 
over  the  local  organizations,  and  has  no  advice  to  give  beyond 
this,  that  the  women  of  all  our  churches  contribute  to  both 
Home  and  Foreign  Missions. 

2.  Let  the  various  societies  continue  to  raise  money  for 
the  specific  missions  which  engaged  their  interest  and  their 
gifts  before  the  transfer.  Let  those  who  have  been  laboring 
for  Alaska,  either  for  Mrs.  McFarland’s  Training  School  at 
Fort  Wrangell  or  for  the  Boys’  Training  School  at  Sitka,  or 
the  more  recent  missions  conducted  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eugene 
S.  Willard  or  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  L.  Gould,  still  aid  the  same 
schools  if  they  desire.  Let  this  be  true  of  all  the  other  In¬ 
dian  schools  in  the  Indian  Territory,  as  well  as  at  Albuquerque 
or  elsewhere  in  New  Mexico  and  Arizona,  and  of  all  the  schools 
among  the  Mormons  and  the  Mexicans. 

3.  It  has  been  asked,  “  To  whom  shall  we  write  for  infor¬ 
mation  ?  ”  Mrs.  Wilson,  who  was  appointed  secretary,  has 
been  constrained  to  decline.  Mrs.  M.  Hartley  Brown,  one  of 


our  Vice-Presidents,  will  act  in  her  place  for  the  time  being. 
Letters  addressed  to  23  Centre  Street,  New  York,  will  reach 
her,  andshe  will  conduct  the  necessary  correspondence. 

4.  Another  inquiry  is  this,  “  To  whom  shall  we  send  the 
money.”  The  Committee  has  appointed  Mrs.  John  Sinclair 
treasurer.  Her  address  is  35  Broadway,  New  York.  If  the 
auxiliaries  have  remitted  through  the  Presbyterial  Treasur¬ 
ers,  they  can  continue  to  do  so,  these  officers  willingly  assum¬ 
ing  the  increased  labor  of  reporting  to  two  Boards. 

GENERAL  INFORMATION. 

5.  The  Board  of  Home  Missions  wdll  issue  in  a  few  weeks 
in  pamphlet  form  a  synopsis  of  all  the  work  of  the  Ladies’ 
Board  of  Missions  from  the  beginning  to  the  transfer,  and  the 
present  condition  of  all  the  work  of  the  Woman’s  Executive 
Committee.  This  will  give  all  the  stations,  and  as  far  as  pos¬ 
sible  all  the  laborers,  of  the  past  year.  This  pamphlet  will 
be  sent  free  to  all  who  desire  to  read  it  or  to  distribute  it. 

6.  The  Board  also  has  it  in  contemplation  to  hold  a  series 
of  short  conventions  in  the  State,  beginning  with  the  early 
fall.  To  make  them  successful  they  invite  the  hearty  co¬ 
operation  of  the  Committee  of  the  Synod  on  Home  Missions 
and  of  the  Woman’s  Synodical  Committee  of  Home  Missions. 
In  addition  to  all  the  home  talent  they  hope  to  secure  from 
the  above  committees,  they  promise  attractive  and  instructive 
speakers  for  Ladies’  meetings,  that  may  be  held  at  the  same 
time.  It  is  hoped  that  all  the  members  of  the  Synodical 
Committee  in  every  part  of  the  State  and  all  the  Presbyterial 
Committees  will  lend  what  assistance  they  can  to  make 
these  conventions  full,  enthusiastic  and  profitable. 

THE  GROWTH  OF  THE  WORK. 

7.  It  is  easy  to  see  that  the  work  we  have  undertaken  is 
but  just  commenced.  Though  auspiciously  begun,  none  of  it 
is  complete.  Indeed,  success  in  the  past  but  necessitates  an 


increased  outlay  in  the  future.  The  new  Home  at  Fort 
W  ranged,  the  Boys’  Training  School  at  the  same  point, 
larger  and  better  buildings  at  the  other  stations  in  Alaska, 
the  new  schools  witli  their  new  buildings  in  the  Indian  Terri¬ 
tory,  among  the  Cherokees  at  Fort  Gibson,  the  Orphan 
School  among  the  Choctaws,  the  two  new  schools  among 
the  Creeks,  one  at  Muskogee  and  the  other  among  the  pagan 
and  full-blooded  Creeks  in  the  interior,  the  new  school  with 
its  necessary  buildings  among  the  Pimas  in  Arizona,  the 
Sioux  Indians,  five  or  six  churches  among  whom  we  have  re¬ 
cently  taken  on  our  hands,  with  a  Boarding-School  needing 
enlargement — all  these  are  growing  in  importance  and  useful¬ 
ness.  The  amount  needed  for  all  these  schools,  buildings, 
appliances  and  incidental  expenses,  with  the  support  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty-three  teachers,  is  estimated  at  not  less 
than  $  11 5,800.  In  New  Mexico,  the  schools  and  buildings  at 
Santa  Fe,  Las  Vegas  and  Mora  should  be  enlarged,  and  with 
several  others  require  additional  equipment. 

In  Utah,  the  limit  to  the  work  among  the  Mormons  is  the 
limit  of  our  ability.  The  schools  we  have  already,  beginning 
with  Prof.  Coyner’s  school  at  Salt  Lake  City,  followed  by 
thirty-two  others,  can  be  duplicated  in  as  many  more  unoccu¬ 
pied  towns,  if  the  means  are  only  furnished  us. 

All  this  work  is  needed  and  pressing.  But  it  must  be  re¬ 
membered  that  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  teachers  in 
our  various  schools  now  in  existence  must  have  constant  sup¬ 
port.  The  erection  of  buildings  can  be  delayed,  but  the  liv¬ 
ing  teacher  must  have  daily  bread.  And  in  this  matter  the 
Board  can  go  no  farther  than  the  supplies  we  furnish  will 
carry  them. 

The  women  of  Pennsylvania,  baptized  with  a  fresh  zeal,  are 
resolved  to  give  this  year  at  least  $30,000.  Emulous  of  their 
enthusiasm,  shall  not  we,  in  the  great  Synod  of  New 
York,  raise  $50,000  ?  In  order  to  do  this,  we  need  a  collection 


from  the  women  of  every  church.  It  is  hoped  that  all  the 
members  of  the  Synodical  Committee  and  of  the  various 
Presbyterial  Committees  will  most  heartily  interest  them¬ 
selves  to  secure  so  desirable  a  result. 

Motives  the  most  weighty  call  us  to  a  renewed  devotion  to 
this  work.  Not  the  least  of  these  is  our  love  for  the  cause  of 
Foreign  Missions.  Our  Country  for  the  World.  “  God  be 
merciful  unto  vs,  and  bless  vs,  and  cause  His  face  to  shine 
upon  vs,  that  Thy  way  may  be  known  upon  earth,  Thy  saving 
health  among  all  nations. 

Mrs.  Horace  Eatox, 

President  of  the  Woman’s  Synodical  Committee  of 
Home  Missions  for  the  Synod  of  New  York. 

THE  WHOLE  WORK  FOR  1883-84 

As  planned  calls  for  expenditures  on  account  of  buildings  in 


Utah . $  9,660.00 

New  Mexico .  4,100.00 

Arizona .  2,800.00 

Dakota . 3,000.00 

Indian  Territory .  10,800.00 

Alaska .  7,000.00 


In  addition  to  the  above  amounts,  we  have  several  sums  to 
pay  on  chapels  not  quite  finished,  amounting  to  about  $3,590. 

Also  133  teachers  are  to  be  paid  at  average  salaries  of 
$450—159,850. 

There  are  also  the  running  expenses  of  the  schools,  travelling 
expenses  of  the  teachers,  and  incidental  expenses  for  printing, 
postage,  mite-boxes,  circulars,  Ac.,  which  will  amount  to 
about  $15,000. 

Adding  these  sums  together,  we  have  a  grand  total  of 
$115,800  to  be  raised  for  school  work  during  this  year. 

In  order  to  do  this,  we  must  have  faith,  courage  and  zeal, 
together  with  positive  hard  work  and  the  co-operation  of  all. 


WOMAN’S  WORK. 


Extracts  from  a  paper  read  before  the  “Sa¬ 
lem  Helpers  and  Ladies’  Missionary  Con¬ 
vention,  m  Tennessee,  by  Mrs.  J  C 
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In  a  oircular  addressed  to  woman, 
occurs  this  significant  question:  “Shall 
it  be  said  that  the  Christian  women  in 
our  churches  have  less  sympathy  for 
the  great  number  of  their  sisters  suf¬ 
fering  in  missionary  work  in  this  land, 
or  that  it  is  all  expended  on  those  who 


labor  on  the  other  side  of  the  world?” 
In  the  name  of  this  Convention  I  ven¬ 
ture  to  reply  decidedly,  No.  It  shall 


not  be  so  said.  We  claim  that  when 
woman  is  thoroughly  enlightened  in 
missionary  work  she  will  not  fail  to  be 
interested,  and  especially  in  her  own 
peculiar  inheritance,  home. 

The  consecrated  lives  of  a  Mary 
Lyon  or  an  Isabella  Graham  rise  be¬ 


fore  us  to  repel  the  implication  in  Mr. 
Jackson’s  inquiry.  Scintillations  of 


missionary  enthusiasm  emanating  from 
I  Mt.  Holyoke  have  kindled  fires  that 
never  cease  to  burn  between  the 
oceans  shores  as  well  as  “beyond  the 
seas.  And  who  shall  set  a  bound  to 
woman’s  power  when  she  is  fully  arous¬ 
ed  to  a  realizing  sense  of  her  capabili¬ 
ties,  her  responsibilities,  and  the  mag¬ 
nitude  of  the  opportunity  ?  There  is 
a  large  class  of  women  answering,  “We 
can  do  all  things  through  Christ  help¬ 
ing  us.”  They  are  those  unpretentious 
ones  whose  delicate  feet  are  treading 
filthy  alleys,  climbing  rickety  stair¬ 
ways,  slipping  into  dark  cellars,  fear¬ 
less  and  bold  to  speak  a  word  for 
Jesus.  Visiting  the  sick,  comforting 
the  dying,  rescuing  the  fallen,  provid¬ 
ing  homes  for  the  waif,  employment 
for  the  starving  destitute,  exposed  to 
temptation,  who  know  nothing  of  the 
1  Bible,  and  never  heard  of  a  Savior’s 
love.  For  we  may  no  longer  be  modest, 
nor  close  our  eyes  to  the  glaring  fact, 
the  heathen  are  at  our  very  doors.  They 
[  fill  our  highways  and  byways  in  our 

I  populous  cities,  in  the  mountain  fast¬ 
nesses  of  rural  districts,  they  are  all 

(about  us  everywhere,  those  who  will¬ 
fully  or  ignorantly  shut  themselves  out 


, 


from  gospel  light.  What  a  field  is 
this  for  the  development  of  woman’s 
affectionate, sympathizing  nature!  And 
the  command  of  Jesus  daguerreotyped 
on  every  Christian  woman’s  heart  is  : 
“Go  ye  and  preach  my  gospel  to  every 
creature.” 

Many  noble  women  in  cheerful  obe¬ 
dience  have  gone  to  the  barbarous 
frontiers  of  the  M^est,  into  the  per¬ 
plexing  and  difficult  fields  at  the  South, 
have  gone  as  the  “helps”  of  missiona¬ 
ry  husbands  it  may  be,  or  battling  the 
enemy  perchance  alone,  under  the 
guidance  of  Jesus,  our  missionary  Cap¬ 
tain.  These  are  among  the  noblest  of 
our  sex,  the  highly-educated  and  re¬ 
fined,  women  of  delicate  sensibilities 
and  pure  tastes,  fitted  to  adorn  the 
most  exalted  stations.  They  accept  a 
life  of  self-sacrificing  toil  and  humilia¬ 
tion,  often  illy  compensated,  always 
i  unappreciated,  not  unfrequently  with 
the  dark  pall  of  suspicion  and  distrust 
resting  like  a  nightmare  upon  them  by 
those  who  fail  to  understand  or  appre¬ 
ciate  the  disinterested,  Christ-like  mo¬ 
tives  that  actuate  them.  We  do  not 
read  of  them  in  mission  reports ;  they 
have  no  written  history  except  that 
unfailing  record  in  the  Lamb’s  book  of 
life. 

My  sisters,  shall  we  close  our  eyes 
and  our  ears  and  withhold  from  these 
faithful  laborers  at  home  our  sympa¬ 
thies,  our  prayers,  and  our  benefac¬ 
tions  ?  But  still  we  hear  the  oft-re¬ 
peated  question,  coming  up  like  a 
funeral  dirge,  from  hearts  cold  and 
pulseless  in  missionary  spirit :  “What 
can  I  do?”  We  answer,  All  can  do 
something.  No  matter  how  secluded 


your  life,  how  humble  your  capacities,  i 
or  limited  the  sphere  of  your  influ-  i 
ence.  From  the  quiet  hearthstone  of  1 
domestic  life,  by  the  cultivation  of  an  | 
intelligent  missionary  spirit,  woman 
may  exert  an  influence  that  shall  be  , 
felt  to  earth’s  remotest  bounds.  There  < 
she  may  inspire  a  husband  or  a  broth¬ 
er,  a  sister  or  a  daughter,  to  consecrate 
their  lives  to  the  cause  of  missions. 

In  fine,  she  may  be  what  God  designed 
her,  “A  helpmeet  for  man.”  To  the 
opening  question  of  this  paper,  I  would 
answer  back  in  the  name  of  this  Con¬ 
vention  a  choral  response  of  sympathy, 
“Brother,  our  hearts  are  with  you.” 
We  trust  the  day  is  not  far  distant 
when  every  mother  in  this  broad  land 
will  be  a  home  missionary,  and  every 
daughter  a  helper  in  the  work.  To 
this  end  I  would  recommend  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  home  missionary  societies. 

I  am  aware  that  many  foreign  societies 
have  a  home  clause  in  their  constitu¬ 
tion  and  mingle  the  two.  I  am  fully  of 
opinion,  however,  it  would  be  better 
to  have  an  independent  organization , 
specifically  for  home  worlc ,  that  so  we 
may  have  more  time,  and  better  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  enlighten  ourselves  as  to  its 
specific  claims,  and  thus  enlarge  our 
views,  and  expand  our  sympathies  for 
both.  Our  great  need  is  enlighten¬ 
ment  to  inspire  missionary  enthusiasm. 
We  need  a  missionary  literature.  No 
history  is  so  grand  as  the  history  of 
missions.  From  the  time  of  Christ’s 
mission  to  earth  the  work  has  been  ad¬ 
vancing  ;  now  we  are  in  its  latter-day 
glory,  and  I  bless  God  that  the  way  is 
open  for  woman  to  share  in  everything 
that  tends  to  the  glory  of  humanity  in 
this  holy  struggle. 
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J5he  WOMAN’S  BOARD 
OF  HOME  MISSIONS 

THE  General  Assembly  of  1875  recommended 
a  central  organization  to  be  exclusively 
devoted  to  woman’s  work  for  Home  Mis¬ 
sions,  and  the  Assembly  of  the  succeeding  year 
authorized  the  Synods  to  appoint  committees  of 
women  to  co-operate  with  the  Home  Board  in 
bringing  this  about. 

II OW  Formed :  A  convention  of  Synodical 
*  delegates  was  held  in  December  of  1878,  in 
the  Bible  House,  New  York  City.  The  meeting 
resulted  in  the  appointment  of  the  Woman’s  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  as  an  organ  of  communication 
between  the  Synodical  Committee  and  the  Board 
of  Home  Missions,  having  its  headquarters  at 
New  York. 

^□tranches :  Every  Synod  has  now  appointed  a 
■*"*  committee  of  women  for  Home  Mission  Work. 
It  is  greatly  desired  that  every  Presbytery  should 
have  its  Presbvterial  Society  of  women  and  a  Home 
Missionary  Society  in  every  church  ;  also  that  the 
young  people  in  Bands,  Sabbath  Schools  and 
Christian  Endeavor  Societies  should  be  enlisted  in 
work  for  Home  Missions. 

nrhe  WorK:  First. — The  Woman’s  Board  co- 
*  operates  with  the  Board  of  Home  Missions, 
undertaking  no  work  without  its  approval.  Second. 
— the  duties  undertaken  by  them  are  the  following  : 
1.  To  raise  money  for  the  support  of  the  Educa¬ 
tional  WorK  under  the  care  of  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions,  namely,  teachers’  salaries,  school  build¬ 
ings  and  equipment,  and  for  general  Home  Mission 
purposes.  2.  To  diffuse  information  regarding 
Home  Mission  work  and  to  increase  interest  in  the 
cause.  3.  To  provide  Home  Missionary  boxes. 
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T*he  Home  Mission  Monthly:  This  illus- 
*  trated  magazine,  published  by  the  Woman’s 
Board  of  Home  Missions,  is  indispensable  to 
intelligent  co-operation  in  woman’s  work  for  Home 
Missions.  Every  Presbyterian  woman,  and  espe¬ 
cially  every  officer  in  each  Auxiliary  Society,  should 
be  a  subscriber.  Subscription  price ,  50c.,  which 
should  be  forwarded  to  Miss  S.  F.  Lincoln,  156 
Fifth  Avenue,  New  York. 

Over  Sea  and  Land:  A  missionary  maga¬ 
zine  for  the  young,  published  jointly  by  the 
Woman’s  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  organiza¬ 
tions.  Subscription ,  25c.  yearly.  Address  sub¬ 
scriptions  to  “  Over  Sea  and  Land,”  Room  503, 
Witherspoon  Building,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Literature:  For  printed  information  on  the 
regular  monthly  topics  and  the  work  of  the 
Woman’s  Board  address  Literature  Department, 
156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y.  Send  for 
catalogue  of  publications,  furnished  without  charge. 

Illustrated  Lectures :  Stereopticon  lectures 
with  slides,  illustrating  the  work  among  our 
exceptional  populations,  may  be  rented.  For  infor¬ 
mation  apply  to  Literature  Department,  156  Fifth 
Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Form  of  Bequest :  I  give,  devise  and  bequeath 
unto  “The  Board  of  Home  Missions  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States  of 
America,”  incorporated  April  19th,  1872,  by  Act 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  the 

sum  of. _ dollars,  the  same 

to  be  applied  to  the  work  of  the  Woman’s  Board. 


Cchools:  Mission  schools  are  established  among 
^  the  Alaskans,  Indians,  Mexicans,  Mormons, 
Mountaineers,  Porto  Ricans,  Cubans,  etc.,  wher¬ 
ever  possible  when  the  state  of  the  treasury  permits. 
The  present  plan  is  to  establish  also,  near  the 
center  of  each  mission  field,  a  school  of  higher 
grade  for  the  training  of  teachers  and  mission 
workers.  Prominence  is  given  in  most  of  these 
higher  schools  to  industrial  training.  In  addition 
to  this,  chapel  schoolhouses  and  suitable  buildings 
are  erected  for  boarding  and  industrial  schools  by 
funds  specially  contributed. 


'ToUrt  Receipts:* 

*  1878-79  (4  mos.).... 

1879- 80 . 

1880- 81 . 

1881-82 . 

1882- 83 . 

1883- 84 . 

1884- 85 . 

1885- 86 . 

1886- 87 . 

1887- 88 . 

1888- 89 . 

1889- 90 . 

1890- 91 . 

1891- 92 . 

1892- 93 . 

1893- 94 . 

1894- 95 . 

1895- 96 . . . 

1896- 97 . 

1897- 98 . 

1898- 99.... . 

1899- 00 . 

1900- 01 . 

1901- 02 . 

1902- 03 . 

1903- 04 . 

1904- 05 . 


$  3.138.89 
11.467.49 
27,793.24 
.  53,084.83 
68,231.18 
108,596.45 
.128,523.36 
175,910.76 
191,960.30 
226,067.24 
320,640.66 
337,841.89 
,338.389.29 

364.179.19 

373.142.13 
335,659.79 

367.333.13 
315,941.00 

333.899.20 
324,348.25 
330,055.39 
345,857.53 
357,201.88 
416,089.05 
444,078.65 
459,446.28 
475,042.79 


♦Auxiliary  societies  are  permitted,  by  action  of  General 
Assembly  in  1884,  to  contribute  to  schools  among  the  Freed- 
men  through  the  Woman’s  Board  of  Home  Missions. 
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HOME  AND  FOREIGN  WORK 
IN  FIGURES. 

BY  HARRIET  N.  HARRIS. 

In  the  opening  address  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Woman’s  Board  of  the  North¬ 
west,  at  the  meeting  in  Cedar  Rapids, 
this  statement  is  made:  “It  is  esti¬ 
mated  that  the  districts  under  the  care 
of  the  Foreign  Board  of  our  Church  em¬ 
brace  a  population  of  100,000,000.” 

Explanatory  reference  is  made  to  the 
agreement  among  denominations  which 
leaves  the  various  mission  fields  to  be 
occupied,  severally,  by  one  denomina¬ 
tion  each,  except  in  national  capitals  and 
other  great  centers.  Thus  the  districts 
above  referred  to  are  understood  to  be  at 
present  dependent  upon  our  Church  for 
the  Light  of  Life.  Reference  to  the 
report  of  our  Foreign  Board  shows  that 
portions  of  every  great  heathen  nation 
on  the  globe  are  thus  dependent  upon 
us. 

The  last  issue  of  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Presbyterian,  which  speaks  in  behalf  of 
Home  Missions,  contains  this  petition  : 
“  Let  the  women  of  every  church  hasten 
to  form  a  home  missionary  organization 
to  send  the  gospel  to  these  heathen 
women  of  our  own  country.”  The  plea 
is  for  Alaska,  which  the  same  paper  tells 
us  has  a  population  of  26,000. 

Let  us  now  pray  the  Lord  to  bless  both 
“  halves  of  Pomp,”  and  bless  both  alike. 

How  great  a  blessing  is  conferred  by 
our  Foreign  Board  upon  the  100,000,000 
in  far  off  lands  above  mentioned  ?  The 
annual  receipts  of  the  Board,  including  , 
the  income  of  the  women’s  boards,  have  j 
never  but  once  risen  to  $500,000.  In 
1874  they  exceeded  that  by  $8,520.  The 
next  highest  was  last  year,  when  they 
fell  short  of  it  by  $26,629.  But  for  con¬ 
venience  on  the  slate  we  will  suppose 
that  our  Church  pours  out  half  a  million 
a  year  for  the  heathen  in  the  parts  of 
the  world  now  under  her  care,  which 
gives  half  a  cent  to  each  inhabitant 
every  year.  In  order  to  bless  Alaska’s 
26,000  people  as  bountifully  as  this,  we 
must  raise  $180  a  year  for  them  !  How 
to  do  it  might  occupy  the  energies  of 
“  every  church  ”  in  our  denomination, 
or  it  might  be  solved  by  the  act  of  one 
man  who  could  put  his  hand  into  his 
pocket  for  the  $130,  or,  for  that  matter, 
go  and  take  charge  of  all  Alaska  himself. 
His  field  would  be  a  mere  garden  patch. 

The  901  workers  whom  our  Board  em¬ 
ploys  among  the  100,000,000,— counting 
all  kinds — American  and  native,  preach¬ 


ers,  teachers  and  helpers,  men  and  women, 
have  each  within  a  fraction  of  eight 
times  as  many  souls  upon  their  hands  as 
would  fall  to  his  charge.  Each  of  the 
120  male  missionaries  sent  from 
American  Presbyterian  churches  to 
the  heathen,  has  over  823,000  peo¬ 
ple,  or  more  than  thirty-two  times 
as  great  a  field  as  the  whole  of 
Alaska.  But,  since  the  appeal  above 
quoted  is  made  to  women,  in  behalf  of 
women,  we  will  cipher  on  that  basis. 
Considering  that  one-half  of  the  100,- 
000,000  are  women,  and  one-half  of  the 
26,000  are  women,  the  ratio  between 
home  and  foreign  demand  in  our  prob¬ 
lem  is  unchanged.  But  the  amount 
raised  by  the  women  of  our  Church  for 
these  far-off  districts  has  never  risen 
above  $125,000,  or  a  quarter  of  a  cent 
per  year  for  each  heathen  woman.  In 
blessing  Alaskian  women,  at  the  same 
rate,  we  will  use  $32.50  every  year. 
Our  denomination  has  5,153  churches 
in  this  country.  If  “  every  church  ”  is 
to  “  form  a  home  missionary  organiza¬ 
tion  to  send  the  gospel  to  these  heathen 
women  of  our  own  country  ”  as  munif¬ 
icently  as  we  send  it  abroad,  these  new 
special  organizations  will  be  obliged, 
each  one,  to  raise  the  least  little  frac¬ 
tion  over  seven-elevenths  of  a  cent  per 
year.  By  all  means  let  the  women  of 
our  churches  be  up  and  doing.  Now, 
as  one  who  intends  to  go  right  to  work 
and  raise  her  share  of  this  seven  - 
elevenths  of  a  cent  from  each  church, 
— our  churches  average  108  members  and 
a  fraction,  and  much  over  half  the  mem¬ 
bership  are  always  women,  so  that  each 
woman  should  pay,  say  one-seventieth 
of  this  seven-elevenths  of  a  cent, — with 
this  resolution  formed,  I  say,  I  want  to 
look  at  Dr.  Sheldon  Jackson  right 
through  the  honest  round  eyes  of  these 
figures,  and  ask  him  some  questions : 

Brother,  may  you  not  secure  more 
earnest  attention,  on  the  part  of  the 
women  of  the  Church,  to  the  claims  of 
the  home  work,  important  in  itself,  if 
you  shall  abandon  some  of  your  present 
modes  of  addressing  us,  and  use  a  little 
more  ordinary  common  sense  ?  The 

breadth  of  view  and  fairness  of  spirit 
exhibited  in  that  same  opening  address 
at  Cedar  Rapids  would  be  a  good  model 
to  work  by.  Might  you  not  occasional¬ 
ly  print  a  good  old  missionary  hymn, 
such  as  “  Greenland’s  icy  mountains,” 
or  “  Jesus  shall  reign  where’er  the  sun?” 
There  are  a  hundred  such  that  would  do 
us  more  good  than  that  sorry  bit  of 
history  dubbed  “  Home  Missionary 


Rhymes”  in  your  last,  with  its  lame 
feet,  its  reckless  mixture  of  “you”  and 
“  thee,”  its  sad  complaint  that  “  my 
daddy’s  old,”  and  its  virtual  confession 
of  the  failure  of  the  attempt  to  lead 
the  sinner  to  Christ  by  the  home  mis¬ 
sionary,  whose  eye  was  so  bright  that 
it  would  “  light  a  pipe,”  since  the  un¬ 
wary  paid  no  heed  to  that  part  of  the 
message,  but  ran  home  to  his  mother. 
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rds  which  now  devote  themselves  ex- 
5  take  upon  their  hands  also  a  work  for 
Imen  ?  This  question  is  being  seriously 
reful  hearing.  It  is  of  special  moment 
ihes,  who  are  the  final  jury  in  the  case, 
as  for  and  against  the  proposed  change, 
j  is  no  doubt  as  to  the  need  of  cobpera- 
in  each  of  these  causes.  It  is  exceed- 
lristian  sisters  should  have  a  place  in 
f  Sorts  for  them  all.  The  point  at  issue 
Woman's  Boards  and  their  auxiliaries, 
leir  character,  and  now  undertake  the 

■ace  the  three  departments  of  missions 
ify  operations ;  would  save  expenses  in 
en,  by  this  threefold  view,  the  intelli- 
d  deepen  their  interest  in  all  mission 
number  of  the  woikers,  as  some  are 
u  one  object  than  in  another,  and  so, 
would  get  culture  and  inspiration  from 
a  large  increase  of  contributions ;  and 
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In  the  opening  address  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Woman’s  Board  of  the  North¬ 
west,  at  the  meeting  in  Cedar  Rapids, 
this  statement  is  made:  “It  is  esti¬ 
mated  that  the  districts  under  the  care 
of  the  Foreign  Board  of  our  Church  em¬ 
brace  a  population  of  100,000,000.” 

Explanatory  reference  is  made  to  the 
agreement  among  denominations  which 
leaves  the  various  mission  fields  to  be 
occupied,  severally,  by  one  denomina¬ 
tion  each,  except  in  national  capitals  and 
other  great  centers.  Thus  the  districts 
above  referred  to  are  understood  to  be  at 
present  dependent  upon  our  Church  for 
the  Light  of  Life.  Reference  to  the 
report  of  our  Foreign  Board  shows  that 
portions  of  every  great  heathen  nation 
on  the  globe  are  thus  dependent  upon 
us. 

The  last  issue  of  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Presbyterian,  which  speaks  in  behalf  of 
Home  Missions,  contains  this  petition : 

“  Let  the  women  of  every  church  hasten 
to  form  a  home  missionary  organization 
to  send  the  gospel  to  these  heathen 
women  of  our  own  country.”  The  plea 
is  for  Alaska,  which  the  same  paper  tells 
us  has  a  population  of  26,000. 

Let  us  now  pray  the  Lord  to  bless  both 
“  halves  of  Pomp,”  and  bless  both  alike. 

How  great  a  blessing  is  conferred  by 
our  Foreign  Board  upon  the  100,000,000 
in  far  off  lands  above  mentioned  ?  The  .' 
annual  receipts  of  the  Board,  including  , 
the  income  of  the  women’s  boards,  have  j 
never  but  once  risen  to  $500,000.  In 
1874  they  exceeded  that  by  $8,520.  The 
next  highest  was  last  year,  when  they 
fell  short  of  it  by  $26,629.  But  for  con-  ' 
venience  on  the  slate  we  will  suppose 
that  our  Church  pours  out  half  a  million 
a  year  for  the  heathen  in  the  parts  of 
the  world  now  under  her  care,  which 
gives  half  a  cent  to  each  inhabitant 
every  year.  In  order  to  bless  Alaska’s 
26,000  people  as  bountifully  as  this,  we 
must  raise  $180  a  year  for  them  !  How 
to  do  it  might  occupy  the  energies  of 
“  every  church  ”  in  our  denomination, 
or  it  might  be  solved  by  the  act  of  one 
man  who  could  put  his  hand  into  his 
pocket  for  the  $130,  or,  for  that  matter, 
go  and  take  charge  of  all  Alaska  himself. 
His  field  would  be  a  mere  garden  patch. 

The  901  workers  whom  our  Board  em¬ 
ploys  among  the  100,000,000,— counting 
all  kinds — American  and  native,  preach¬ 


ers,  teachers  and  helpers,  men  and  women, 
have  each  within  a  fraction  of  eight 
times  as  many  souls  upon  their  hands  as 
would  fall  to  his  charge.  Each  of  the 
120  male  missionaries  sent  from 
American  Presbyterian  churches  to 
the  heathen,  has  over  823,000  peo¬ 
ple,  or  more  than  thirty-two  times 
as  great  a  field  as  the  whole  of 
Alaska.  But,  since  the  appeal  above 
quoted  is  made  to  women,  in  behalf  of 
women,  we  will  cipher  on  that  basis. 
Considering  that  one-half  of  the  100,- 
000,000  are  women,  and  one-half  of  the 
26,000  are  women,  the  ratio  between 
home  and  foreign  demand  in  our  prob¬ 
lem  is  unchanged.  But  the  amount 
raised  by  the  women  of  our  Church  for 
these  far-ofi  districts  has  never  risen 
above  $125,000,  or  a  quarter  of  a  cent 
per  year  for  each  heathen  woman.  In 
blessing  Alaskian  women,  at  the  same 
rate,  we  will  use  $32.50  every  year. 
Our  denomination  has  5,153  churches 
in  this  country.  If  “  every  church  ”  is 
to  “  form  a  home  missionary  organiza¬ 
tion  to  send  the  gospel  to  these  heathen 
women  of  our  own  country”  as  munif¬ 
icently  as  we  send  it  abroad,  these  new 
special  organizations  will  be  obliged, 
each  one,  to  raise  the  least  little  frac¬ 
tion  over  seven-elevenths  of  a  cent  per 
year.  By  all  means  let  the  women  of 
our  churches  be  up  and  doing.  Now, 
as  one  who  intends  to  go  right  to  work 
and  raise  her  share  of  this  seven  - 
elevenths  of  a  cent  from  each  church, 
— our  churches  average  108  members  and 
a  fraction,  and  much  over  half  the  mem¬ 
bership  are  always  women,  so  that  each 
woman  should  pay,  say  one-seventieth 
of  this  seven-elevenths  of  a  cent, — with 
this  resolution  formed,  I  say,  I  want  to 
look  at  Dr.  Sheldon  Jackson  right 
through  the  honest  round  eyes  of  these 
figures,  and  ask  him  some  questions : 

Brother,  may  you  not  secure  more 
earnest  attention,  on  the  part  of  the 
women  of  the  Church,  to  the  claims  of 
the  home  work,  important  in  itself,  if 
you  shall  abandon  some  of  your  present 
modes  of  addressing  us,  and  use  a  little 
more  ordinary  common  sense  ?  The 

breadth  of  view  and  fairness  of  spirit 
exhibited  in  that  same  opening  address 
at  Cedar  Rapids  would  be  a  good  model 
to  work  by.  Might  you  not  occasional¬ 
ly  print  a  good  old  missionary  hymn, 
such  as  “  Greenland’s  icy  mountains,” 
or  “  Jesus  shall  reign  where’er  the  sun?” 
There  are  a  hundred  such  that  would  do 
us  more  good  than  that  sorry  bit  of 
history  dubbed  “  Home  Missionary 


Rhymes”  in  your  last,  with  its  lame 
feet,  its  reckless  mixture  of  “you”  and 
“  thee,”  its  sad  complaint  that  “  my 
daddy’s  old,”  and  its  virtual  confession 
of  the  failure  of  the  attempt  to  lead 
the  sinner  to  Christ  by  the  home  mis¬ 
sionary,  whose  eye  was  so  bright  that 
it  would  “  light  a  pipe,”  since  the  un¬ 
wary  paid  no  heed  to  that  part  of  the 
message,  but  ran  home  to  his  mother. 

It  is  well  understood  t 
bulk  of  home  work  is  dom 
espouse  the  foreign  work 
the  liberal  soul  that  takes 
bors  beyond  the  seas,  and 
to  devise  liberal  things  fo 
home  also.  I  shall  not  be 
figures  shall  make  us  all  a 
prayers  for  both  halves  of 
the  day  soon  come  when 
beyond  a  fraction  of  a  ce 
each  one  of  the  unconve 
who  were  counted  in  whe 
said,  “  Go  ye  into  all  t 
preach  the  gospel  to  evei 
White! and,  Ind. 
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OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH, 


1334  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia. 


SHA  J/Jj  WE  COMBINE  THE  HOME  AND  FOR¬ 
EIGN  MISSIONARY  WORK? 

[The  following  article,  which  is  published  as  a  leaflet  by  the 
Woman’s  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Interior  (Congregational),  so 
well  expresses  our  views  on  this  subject,  that  we  give  it  to  our 
readers.] 

Shall  the  Woman’s  Boards  which  now  devote  themselves  ex¬ 
clusively  to  foreign  missions  take  upon  their  hands  also  a  work  for 
home  missions  and  the  freedmen  ?  This  question  is  being  seriously 
discussed,  and  deserves  a  careful  hearing.  It  is  of  special  moment 
that  the  ladies  of  our  churches,  who  are  the  final  jury  in  the  case, 
should  see  clearly  the  reasons  for  and  against  the  proposed  change, 
and  act  accordingly.  There  is  no  doubt  as  to  the  need  of  coopera¬ 
tion  on  the  part  of  woman  in  each  of  these  causes.  It  is  exceed¬ 
ingly  desirable  that  our  Christian  sisters  should  have  a  place  in 
their  hearts  and  in  their  efforts  for  them  all.  The  point  at  issue 
is  simply  this  :  Shall  the  Woman’s  Boards  and  their  auxiliaries, 
as  organizations ,  change  their  character,  and  now  undertake  the 
threefold  work  ? 

It  is  urged  that  to  embrace  the  three  departments  of  missions 
in  one  society  would  simplify  operations ;  would  save  expenses  in 
management;  would  broaden,  by  this  threefold  view,  the  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  members,  and  deepen  their  interest  in  all  mission 
work  ;  would  increase  the  number  of  the  workers,  as  some  are 
naturally  more  interested  in  one  object  than  in  another,  and  so, 
bringing  all  together,  each  would  get  culture  and  inspiration  from 
all ;  would  thus  bring  in  a  large  increase  of  contributions ;  and 


would  do  away  with  the  injustice  of  concentrating  the  zeal  and 
efficiency  of  the  female  members  of  the  church  upon  a  single  object, 
when  other  causes  have  an  equal,  if  not  superior,  claim. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  reasons  why  these  Boards  should 
keep  to  their  original  intent.  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  they, 
and  the  auxiliaries  which  through  their  efforts,  with  no  little  labor 
and  expense,  have  come  into  existence,  have  an  individuality  and 
a  life  peculiar  to  themselves — an  individuality  and  a  life  which  to 
lay  off  would  be  at  the  risk  of  a  change  of  identity  and  a  serious 
loss  in  enthusiasm  and  efficiency. 

Their  origin  was  in  a  marked  manner  providential.  The  divine 
Providence  and  the  divine  Spirit  manifestly  wrought  together  in 
bringing  them  into  being.  The  fullness  of  time  had  come.  The 
doors  of  the  one-half  of  heathendom,  hitherto  inexorably  closed 
against  missionary  effort,  were  suddenly  opened.  The  500,000,000 
of  heathen  women  to  whom  could  come  almost  no  word  of  the 
gospel  from  the  lips  of  male  missionaries,  might  now  be  reached  by 
woman.  And  the  same  divine  hand  which  drew  aside  the  curtain 
of  the  zenana  and  the  harem  moved  the  hearts  and  opened  the 
lips  of  Christian  women  at  home.  And  so  there  grew  into  life 
the  Woman’s  Boards.  And  their  rapid  increase  and  remarkable 
success  are  evident  tokens  that  the  blessing  of  the  Master  has  been 
with  them  from  the  beginning.  Now  to  divert  these  Boards  from 
the  one  object  through  which  came  their  existence  and  inspiration 
would  naturally  diminish  their  power,  and  might  in  time  imperil 
their  life.  They  were  made  for  this  one  purpose,  and  to  load  them 
down  with  other  claims  would  at  once  destroy  their  distinctive 
character ;  would  tend  to  check  the  momentum  which  they  have 
gained ;  would  dissipate,  it  is  feared,  the  enthusiasm  born  of  their 
peculiar  life,  and  so,  with  little  gain  to  the  other  causes,  would 
work  irreparable  harm  to  that  of  foreign  missions. 

The  success  which  they  have  achieved  has  come  in  part  because 
the  work  was  laid  to  their  hand  providentially,  and  without  seek¬ 
ing  of  theirs.  There  is  always  a  grand  inspiration  when  God 
evidently  leads  the  way. 

But  the  doors  thus  opened  they  have  only  begun  to  enter.  The 
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demand  increases  beyond  all  possibility  of  theirs  to  overtake  it. 
It  is  no  temporary  work  which  has  culminated  and  may  now 
decline.  The  reasons  for  it  multiply  and  grow  more  imperative 
with  every  year.  They  will  last  till  the  kingdoms  of  the  world 
become  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord.  But  their  success  has  also  been 
obtained  by  devoting  themselves,  as  societies ,  to  a  single  object. 
This  is  one  of  the  plainest  laws  of  efficient  work  in  any  calling.  To 
divide  effort  is  to  scatter  and  dissipate  its  power.  From  Paul 
down,  those  who  have  wrought  marvels  of  success  have  ever  said, 

“  This  one  thing  I  do !”  And  it  is  the  instinct  to  concentrate 
effort  in  order  to  accomplish  great  results  which  has  hitherto  in 
part  held  these  Boards  so  steadfastly  to  their  one  specific  work. 

But  there  is  a  further  reason  why  they  should  keep  to  their 
original  plan.  Woman’s  part  in  foreign  missions  is  a  work  by 
itself,  as  it  is  in  no  other  branch  of  missions.  It  is  a  work 
specially  fitted  to  women,  and  one  which  they  only  can  do.  The 
American  Board  reckons  that  that  part  of  the  heathen  world  set 
off  to  it  numbers  about  100,000,000.  One-half  of  these  are 
women.  They  are  the  mothers  of  the  race.  What  they  are  the 
people  will  be.  Any  missionary  work  that  does  not  embrace  them 
is  simply  a  lifting  at  the  stone  of  Sisyphus.  But  it  is  well  known 
that  the  larger  part  of  these  can  only  be  reached  by  missionaries 
of  their  own  sex.  We  have  then  a  population  as  large,  or  nearly 
so,  as  the  entire  people  of  the  United  States,  who,  if  they  receive 
the  gospel  at  all,  must  have  it  from  the  hands  of  the  Woman’s 
Boards  at  Boston  and  Chicago .*  We  may  then  properly  ask  if, 
there  be  any  such  peculiar  feature  in  the  work  of  home  missions 
or  that  among  the  colored  people  of  the  South.  Is  there  any  such 
bar,  is  there  any  bar  at  all,  which  shuts  off  the  women  of  this  land 
from  hearing  the  gospel  ?  There  is  much  that  woman  can  do  well 
in  each  of  these  directions.  There  is  a  crying  need  for  a  full  pro¬ 
portionate  share  of  her  work  for  them.  But  is  there  in  them  any¬ 
thing  which  she  only  can  do?  It  is  this  peculiarity  in  woman’s 
part  of  the  foreign  missionary  work  which  more  than  anything 

*  The  same  reasoning  applies  to  our  Presbyterian  Board,  and  the  women's 
societies  connected  with  it. 
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else  called  these  Boards  into  existence.  And  the  necessity  thus 
laid  upon  them  is  that  which  should  hold  them  with  undivided 
purpose  to  their  original  intent. 

It  is  to  be  considered  also  that  the  Home  Missionary  Society  and 
the  Missionary  Association  not  only  do  not  invite  the  ladies  to  any 
new  work  which  shall  be  peculiar  to  them,  and  which  they  only 
can  do,  but  it  offers  them  no  new  responsibilities  in  administration. 
They  are  to  be  chiefly  collecting  agencies.  In  the  foreign  work 
the  raising  of  funds  is  only  a  part  of  the  labor  laid  upon  the 
Woman’s  Boards.  They  look  out  candidates  to  go  abroad.  Their 
counsel  is  sought,  and  their  judgment  has  weight  as  to  the  fitness  of 
such  persons.  They  keep  up  a  close  correspendenee  with  the  lady 
missionaries  on  the  field.  They  publish  a  periodical,  print  docu¬ 
ments,  circulate  information,  hold  meetings,  and  direct  the  move¬ 
ments  of  their  missionaries  at  home  on  furlough.  In  short,  while 
everything  is  done  through  the  channels  and  by  the  couusel  and 
consent  of  the  American  Board,  the  women  have  a  real  responsi¬ 
bility  in  the  management  of  the  work.  Andthe  feeling  that  they 
are  trusted  with  an  important  department  of  the  great  cause, 
which  will  prosper  or  fail  as  they  prosper  or  fail,  has  given  them 
an  inspiration,  a  steadiness  of  purpose,  a  business  tact,  and  an 
executive  ability  which  have  awakened  admiration  on  every  hand 
The  other  societies  have  little  of  this  to  offer,  and  hence,  while 
they  would  add  much  to  the  burdens  of  the  Woman’s  Boards,  they 
would  bring  no  additional  wings  with  which  to  bear  it  up. 

The  character  of  the  work,  then,  offered  by  these  three  societies, 
being  so  different  in  kind,  it  does  not  seem  well  to  attempt  to  com¬ 
bine  them  in  one  Board.  Is  it  not  better  that  each  should  be 
carried  on  by  operations  such  as  are  suited  to  the  peculiar  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  work  of  each  ? 

It  is  not  to  be  lost  sight  of  also  that  the  amount  done  by  the 
ladies  for  foreign  missions  is  not  so  disproportionate  as  it  seems  at 
first  sight  to  be.  The  special  character  of  this  work,  and  the  vast 
amount  of  ignorance  and  indifference  respecting  it  to  be  overcome, 
requires  a  special  organization  that  shall  give  itself  to  this  one 
labor.  And  this  makes  that  branch  of  missions  as  conducted  by 
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Indies  more  conspicuous.  But  nearly  every  sewing-circle  in  our 
churches  is  a  society  to  aid  home  missions.  The  value  of  the 
boxes  prepared  and  sent  out  by  them  yearly  reaches  some  $60,000 
or  $70,000.  And  when  there  is  added  to  this  the  money  contri¬ 
buted  directly  to  the  treasury  by  the  ladies,  it  is  almost  certain  that 
the  aggregate  is  greater  than  that  raised  by  the  Woman’s  Boards. 
If  it  were  much  more  than  it  is,  it  would  not  be  too  much  for  a 
cause  so  vital  to  the  well-being  of  our  land.  But  it  indicates  that 
there  is  less  cause  for  complaint  that  foreign  missions  are  wholly 
absorbing  the  interest  of  Christian  women  than  some  have  sup¬ 
posed.  The  same  can  hardly  be  said  of  the  work  for  the  freedmen. 
This  is  true.  The  negro  in  politics  keeps  this  subject  before  the 
people.  It  is  an  immense  advantage  to  the  Missionary  Association 
that  the  daily  political  press  has  for  the  last  year  or  two  kept  so 
steadily  in  memory  the  wrongs  of  the  ex-slaves,  and  the  duty  as 
well  as  the  necessity  of  improving  their  condition.  This  is  no 
small  saving  as  to  the  literature  of  the  subject.  But  it  is  not 
enough.  Unquestionably  tlmre  should  be  a  more  direct  and  syste¬ 
matic  cooperation  of  the  ladies  in  this  cause.  And  if  those  who 
have  it  in  charge  can  offer  such  a  plan  as  shall  not  disturb  organi¬ 
zations  already  existing,  it  is  probable  they  would  find  none  more 
zealous  to  carry  it  out  than  many  of  those  who  are  now  doing  such 
effective  service  for  the  foreign  work.  Our  Christian  women  can — 
it  is  desirable  for  every  reason  that  they  should — bear  all  these 
causes  in  their  hearts  and  remember  them  in  their  sacrifices  and 
their  prayers. 

But  even  if  it  is  true  that  foreign  missions  take  more  of  woman’s 
thought  and  sympathy  than  these  other  objects,  this  is  to  be  con¬ 
sidered.  A  thousand  hands  labor  in  the  home  fields  where  one 
works  abroad.  It  is  said  that  of  every  $100  raised  in  this  country 
for  all  religious  purposes,  support  of  churches,  benevolence,  and 
-  the  like,  $98  are  spent  upon  the  ground,  while  only  $2  go  to  the 
foreign  cause.  It  should  not  be  thought  strange,  then,  that  the 
small  fraction  of  this  small  fraction  of  the  $100  which  woman 
gives  should  feel  reluctant  to  add  any  fraction  of  itself  to  the  other 
$98.  If  the  field  is  the  world,  and  if  we  are  debtors  to  all  man- 
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kiud,  it  can  hardly  be  said  that  a  disproportionate  amount  is 
given,  from  any  source,  to  foreign  missioDS. 

There  is,  finally,  a  practical  reason  which  should  have  special 
weight  in  keeping  these  causes  apart  in  the  efforts  ot  women  to 
carry  them  on.  It  is  believed  by  many  who  have  had  large  ex¬ 
perience  in  the  matter  that  little  more  would  be  raised  by  the 
Woman’s  Board  than  now  is  done,  if  the  two  other  objects  were 
also  undertaken  by  them.  Very  few  contribute  systematically  and 
from  principle.  Most  persons  will  give  about  the  same  sum,  when 
solicited,  whether  it  be  for  one  cause  or  three.  Whereas,  if  they 
were  approached,  at  different  times,  in  a  different  manner,  or  by 
another  set  of  persons,  they  would  be  much  more  likely  to  make 
three  contributions  of  about  the  same  amount  than  to  make  one 
three  times  as  large.  The  experience  of  the  American  Board  is 
significant  on  this  point.  The  expense  of  the  work  in  Papal  lands 
is^just  about  equal  to  the  debt  it  carries.  The  taking  of  a  new 
work  under  its  care,  especially  when  the  plan  of  two  yearly  contri¬ 
butions  was  dropped,  brought,  contrary  to  expectation,  no  coires- 
ponding  increase  of  receipts  to  the  treasury.  And  it  is  said  that 
the  College  and  Education  Society,  in  their  union,  are  discovering 
the  same  unpleasant  fact. 

It  is  believed  that  these  reasons,  with  others  which  might  be 
urged,  will  seem  conclusive  as  to  the  Woman’s  Boards.  They  will 
hold,  also,  as  to  many  of  the  auxiliaries.  How  far  they  should 
have  weight  with  the  others,  will  depend  upon  the  different  circum¬ 
stances  and  the  different  judgment  of  the  ladies  comprising  them. 
They  are  showing,  more  and  more,  a  practical  wisdom  in  such 
matters,  which  inspires  the  confidence  that  they  will  do  what  is 
right  and  best.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  on  every  hand  prudent 
counsels  will  prevail,  and  that  the  motto  of  all  will  be :  11  Forbear¬ 
ing  one  another  in  love;  endeavoring  to  keep  the  unity  of  the 
Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace.”  Jay 
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Khymes  ”  in  your  last,  with  its  lame 
feet,  its  reckless  mixture  of  “  you  ”  and 
“  thee,”  its  sad  complaint  that  “  my 
daddy’s  old,”  and  its  virtual  confession 
of  the  failure  of  the  attempt  to  lead 
the  sinner  to  Christ  by  the  home  mis¬ 
sionary,  whose  eye  was  so  bright  that 
it  would  “  light  a  pipe,”  since  the  un¬ 
wary  paid  no  heed  to  that  part  of  the 
message,  but  ran  home  to  his  mother. 

It  is  well  understood  that  the  great 
bulk  of  home  work  is  done  by  those  who 
espouse  the  foreign  work,  God  blesses 
the  liberal  soul  that  takes  in  our  neigh¬ 
bors  beyond  the  seas,  and  makes  it  able 
to  devise  liberal  things  for  those  nearer 
home  also.  I  shall  not  be  sorry  if  these 
figures  shall  make  us  all  ashamed  of  our 
prayers  for  both  halves  of  Pomp.  May 
the  day  soon  come  when  we  shall  give 
beyond  a  fraction  of  a  cent,  yearly,  for 
each  one  of  the  unconverted  millions 
who  were  counted  in  when  our  Master 
said,  “  Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and 
preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature.” 

Whiteland,  Ind, 


— — 


f 


MS  Sheldon  Jackson 
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Cameron,  Mrs  James  ,  P  0  Box  55,  Oak¬ 
land,  Cal  ,  D  19,  1879  •  Letter  to 

Mrs  F  E  H  Ilaines, 

Jf 

-recounts  difficulties  experienced  in 
beginning  the  organization  of  the 
Synodical  Committee  for  Home  Missions 
in  California, 
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